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By Senator Max Wise
Severe winter weather here in the Commonwealth left 

thousands without electricity and some without heat. It 
is my sincere hope that you and your family remain safe 
and warm. I stay inspired by the committed work of our 
linemen and road workers who brave the elements to keep 
the world turning for all of us. Also deserving of credit 
are local officials who have taken the necessary action 
to provide a local response amid power outages and, of 
course, our first responders who remain on duty rain, 
sleet, or shine.

Due to the condition of roadways and low temperatures, 
official legislative work was postponed. The safety of staff 
and members were prioritized.

Rather than getting on treacherous roads, meetings 
were held virtually, and work was done remotely where it 
could be. No committee meetings were held, nor was there 
any activity in the House or Senate chambers. 

Even though the session was postponed, the legislature 
remains to focus on its efforts.  I look forward to returning 
to Frankfort this week to continue working on your behalf.

A significant development we learned about recently is 

yet again related to the tens of thousands of outstanding 
unemployment claims that have yet to be resolved. During 
such inclement weather, I cannot help but think about the 
individuals who have struggled to pay their bills and who 
have not received the unemployment benefits that would 
allow them to do so.

A recent report published by the Kentucky State Auditor 
found over 400,000 emails sent to the administration 
that have yet to be opened. There are no doubt people here 
in our district whose claims have yet to receive attention. 
Additionally, it appears some payments were back-dated, 
and some folks received benefits for which they did not 
qualify. The full report lists additional findings. You can 
find it at auditor.ky.gov.

 I know many people continue to struggle, and severe 
weather only serves to make life more difficult. Please 
know that you remain in my prayers. Do not hesitate to 
reach out to my office if I can be of any assistance to you.

Be sure to follow severe weather safety tips. By visiting 
kyem.ky.gov, you can find helpful information as to how 
to prepare for bad weather. Join me in continued prayer 
for our local road department workers, linemen, first 
responders, and everyone who may be struggling right 
now. I trust that brighter and warmer days are ahead of 
us.

If you have any questions or comments about these 
issues or any other public policy issue, please call me 
toll-free at 1-800-372-7181 or email me Max.Wise@LRC.
ky.gov.

Note:  Senator Max Wise (R-Campbellsville) represents 
the 16th District which encompasses Adair, Clinton, 
Cumberland, McCreary, Russell, Taylor, and Wayne 
Counties.  He is Chairman of the Senate Standing 
Committee on Education; as well as co-chairman of 
the Education Assessment and Accountability Review 
Subcommittee. Senator Wise also serves as a member 
of the Senate Standing Committees on Health and 
Welfare; Agriculture; and Transportation. Additionally, 
Senator Wise serves as a member on the Budget Review 
Subcommittee on Education. 

“Life begins at the end of your comfort zone” is a quote 
from Neale Donald Walsh. He was speaking on his belief 
that there is a sweet spot when we “move out of our safety 
zone to experience the richness of life”.  Our comfort 
zone is a safety net where we easily manage anxiety and 
basically remain the same. It is our place of contentment 
– and complacency.

As human beings, we all have an inner drive for safety. 
We are internally wired to seek food, water and shelter 
for survival. Once those needs are met, apathy and 
complacency set in - as the mind becomes accustomed to 
certainty. We safely seek to maintain order. The old axiom, 
nothing ventured, nothing gained serves as a reminder 
that being contented does not produce the success we 
seek.

“Choosing to be curious is choosing to be vulnerable 
because it requires us to surrender to uncertainty. It wasn’t 
always a choice; we were born curious. But over time, we 
learn that curiosity, like vulnerability, can lead to hurt. 
As a result, we turn to self-protecting- choosing certainty 
over curiosity.” states Brené Brown in her book, Rising 
Strong. Taking risks is shown to enhance self-esteem and 
self-worth. Even if we fail, we are likely to discover a ne w 
horizon and gain wisdom related to our strengths and 
weaknesses. Thus, we create an internal reference point 
the next time we enter a new situation.

It is the fear of the unknown that frightens us most, 
not change itself. We can moderate this uncertainty by 
reframing it as Stephen R. Covey affirms, “Create an 
internal “comfort zone.” Then, when you get into a new 
situation, it isn’t foreign and it doesn’t scare you.” Covey 
is referring to creating an inner sanctuary to counter when 
change threatens to overwhelms us. 

Given, Life begins at the end of your comfort zone, what 
lies beyond your imagined security is far greater than 
your current experience. Life is constant change and we 
must celebrate the challenging journey as we strive for a 
more enriching life.

Remember, Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

Seeking Hope Anew in 2021 in Faith and Love. Love 
God and All People.  Amen. 

Dr. Angelia S. Bryant, Professional Counselor and 
Educator

EDITORIALEDITORIAL

Ask Dr. Angelia
“I wanted to talk about it. I wanted to scream. I wanted 

to yell. I wanted to shout about it. But all I could do was 
whisper, ‘I’m fine.” -Unknown

We welcome your thoughts 
and opinions.

If you would like to make a 
submission,

Letters To � e Editor 
can be sent to

� e Wayne Weekly
P.O. Box 1350 

Monticello, KY 42633   
or to editorial@thewayneweekly.com

(Letters MUST be signed, and may be edited for content.)

 Life Begins at the End 
of Your Comfort Zone

Week 5 of the 2021 
Regular Session

I’m sure as you all know by now I am no professional 
writer however I like to put my thoughts down on paper 
and some times I ramble a lot but I appreciate all the kind 
words and support you all give me.  I am attempting to 
write a book I may finish before retiring but if not that is 
my first project.

As a child and young adult I was so bashful never said 
much and always felt self conscious about myself.  It took 
a while to step out of my comfort zone and live my life.

Our life is meant to be lived with happiness not to sit 
in the corner so step out of your comfort zone live your 
life.  If you have something holding you back take a look 
and prioritize your reasons for not changing.  One of the 
reasons and the most common one is we are afraid of what 
other people say or think of us....step out of your comfort 
zone no one has a right to judge you, you are unique in 
your own way do what is right for you.  

Our life and our circle does not have to be spotless and 

perfect. We make our life choices each day.
Our life is compared to a book people do tend to read 

it as they see so step out of your comfort zone make each 
day count write that book, take that vacation, start that 
business, accept that proposal, change your job.

Chicken Doritos Casserole

2 cups shredded cooked chicken
1 cup shredded cheese (or more if you are a cheese 

hound)
1 can cream of chicken soup
1/2 cup milk
1/2 cup sour cream
1 can Ro-tel tomatoes, drained (canned tomatoes with 

jalepenos-mild)
1/2 packet taco seasoning (or more- to taste)
Bag of regular nacho cheese Doritos
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350-f degrees.
In a mixing bowl, combine all ingredients except Doritos.
In a greased 2 qt baking dish, put a layer of crushed 

Doritos (about 2 cups), then a layer of the chicken mixture. 
Repeat once more, ending with a layer of chicken mixture. 
Top with more shredded cheese, cover, and bake for 30-35 
minutes, till bubbling hot.

I want to thank God that he was with us during the icy 
winter storm.

I thank God for the men wo worked out in the cold and 
icy weather for the highway department and the South 
Kentucky RECC workers. My nephew Bryan Doodwin 
works for the highway department and he worked 12 hour 
shifts in the cold weather.

Our electricity was off for nearly 24 hours and I thank 
God for the men who braved the freezing rain and ice to 
get it repaired and back on. I am very proud of all our hard 
working emergency workers. 

As my deceased mother-in-law, India Jones, would say, 
“Thank you, Jesus. Thank you, Jesus.”

Leroy Hammond
525 Indian Cave Subdivision
Monticello, Ky. 42633

Thanks to all who 
helped during the 

winter stormCounting my 
blessings

What a week it was. Two winter storms, the first edition 
of a new newspaper in Wayne County and I became a 
grandmother. It’s no wonder I feel like I am still trying to 
play catch up.

 Let’s start with the best thing—my brand new 
granddaughter. Parker arrived on Thursday, February 18, 
along with about four inches of snow that morning. She 
weighed seven pounds and three ounces and has a head 
full of dark hair.

 She is definitely a beauty, and I think she looks 
like her mother. 

 COVID-19 has changed the way that hospitals 
deal with visitors, so I did not get to go sit in the waiting 
room and get that first glimpse of Parker right after she 
was born, as I would have in normal times. But Facebook 
allowed me to see her soon after her arrival. And by the 
weekend I got to hold her, feed her and change her diaper.

 There is no feeling like it! She is awesome and I 

look forward to spending more time with her. My hope 
is that someday she will look back and have memories 
of me like I have of the time I spent with my precious 
grandmother.

 That next best thing was seeing the first edition of 
The Wayne Weekly. After a couple of weeks of working, 
organizing, selling advertisements, writing and planning, 
the newspaper began to be delivered to local residents. 

 The response from Wayne County has been 
tremendous. So many people have called the office, 
stopped by to offer their congratulations and to subscribe 
to the newspaper. People have missed a weekly newspaper 
so much, and they are so happy to be able to keep up with 
the community again.

 I am proud to be a small part of it, and I hope that 
we can continue to grow at The Wayne Weekly.

 Now, let’s talk about the weather. It was terrible, 
from beginning to end. Monday brought ice and 
treacherous roads, as well as the final deadline day for the 
first edition. I worked from home, then in the office until 
the ice began to pelt the building, then again from home.

 As I worked at home, the lights flickered numerous 
times and I was afraid I would be completing stories in the 
dark, if the power lines went down. Luckily, they never 
failed and the lights stayed on throughout the storm.

 Getting back and forth to the office was tricky 
throughout the week, but I got there and home with no 
mishaps. Now, things are getting back to normal, or at 
least as normal as they can be in this time.

 With the sun shining outside my office today, I 
want to take this opportunity to thank all the people who 
have stopped me or called to wish me well. My Facebook 
has been full of people congratulating me on my new 
granddaughter and so many people have complimented 
the newspaper. Your kindness, especially during this time, 
will never be forgotten. 

We welcome your comments and suggestions. The 
management and staff of The Wayne Weekly, welcome 
letters of community interest. Letters must be original 
and contain the signature and address and should 
include the daytime telephone number of its writer. The 
editors reserve the right to condense or reject any letter 
and to limit frequent writers. The opinions expressed in 
the letters to the editor and other editorials are those of 
the writers and do not reflect the views of The Wayne 
Weekly.
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EditorialEditorial

See Crossing, 
Cont. on Page A3

Selling the End of Time
Matthew 24: 36 

“  Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but 
my words shall not 
pass away. But of that 
day and hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but 
my Father only. But as 
the days of Noah were, 
so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be.”

Unless one is living 
on a desert island and 
hasn’t seen another 
human in many years, 
the obvious capitalizing 
of certain conditions 
and concepts is 
drowning us every day 
of our lives.

Cancer is big 
business, body fat is big 
business. Sex, power, 
prestige, personal 
appearance and 
hygiene make many 
feel less than adequate 
in today’s world; thus 
the selling of products.

Videos, articles, 
books, movies and TV 
shows are profiting 
from “End of Time” 
scenarios. Many are 
pre-occupied with the 
fore-knowledge of how 
the world will end and 
what will become of us 
when it happens. 

As the leading 
scripture indicates, 
only God knows when 
and exactly how 
the end will come. 
Speculations have been 
made by the thousands 
and few, if any, of those 
coincide with scriptural 
teachings. 

Jesus said in Matthew 
24: 9 “then shall be 
great tribulation, such 
as was not since the 
beginning of the world 
to this time, no, nor 
ever shall be.” 

Old Testament 
writers indicate times 
of great distress that 
correspond to Jesus’ 
statement. Zephaniah 
1: 14-18, Joel 2: 1-2 and 
Daniel 9: 24-27 tell us 
of times that will be 
terrible to all mankind 
left on earth.

This time of 
tribulation has likely 

been considered in the 
present many times in 
history. During wars, 
famines, epidemics, 
political coups and 
uprisings; millions 
have been killed, 
homes burned, rapes 
and torturing leading 
many to believe they 
were experiencing the 
tribulation. 

The Biblical signs of 
the end times are ever 
present somewhere 
in the world and it is 
understandable why 
so many may have had 
such a thought. 

There is a sequence 
of events that will take 
place. First, the return 
of Christ to take up 
His church (those true 
believer-followers of 
Him) 1 Thessalonians 
4: 13-18. 

Second, the 
tribulation (in which 
thousands will die 
and the earth mostly 
destroyed) will take 
place for 3/12 years 
with a subsequent 3 
½ years many call The 
Great Tribulation.

And thirdly, Christ’s 
return at which time 
the prophesy in 
Philippians 2: 10-11 
will be fulfilled. “That 
at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, 
and things under the 
earth. And that every 
tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the 
Father.”

Then Christ will 
establish His 1000 
year millennial reign 
on earth. This listing 
is debatable and many 
have other opinions. 
Students of the Bible 
and those curious are 
encouraged to read 
the scriptures and 
determine their own 
thoughts. 

Sources of similar 
information vary in 
these events. Whereas 1 
Thessalonians 4: 16-17 
indicate the Lord will 
“descend” from Heaven 

to take up the believers 
but will return with 
them to Heaven. This 
considered, He will 
return to the earth after 
the tribulation. 

Some listings of the 
events elaborate into 
more than the four I 
have stated. These are 
only an outline and 
a listing of the major 
occurrences.

Attempting not to 
sound convinced of any 
certainty of the order, 
scriptural references of 
those end time events 
seem to be happening 
before us in our current 
existence. 

The Apostle Paul 
wrote 2 Timothy over 
1900 years ago. 2 
Timothy 3: 1-5 “This 
know also, that in 
the last days perilous 
times shall come. For 
men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without 
natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent 
(out of self-control), 
fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, 
traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of 
pleasures more than 
lovers of God; having 
a form of godliness, 
but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn 
away.

Does this description 
fit our world in this 
twenty-first century? It 
certainly does and one 
doesn’t have look very 
far to see it! Perhaps in 
the mirror would be a 
good place to start. 

Paul’s description 
of mankind in the 
above scripture is only 
a beginning of the 
scriptural prophesies; 
the world conditions 
and the human 
attitudes and actions 
that will be manifested 
in the end. 

Is this dire warning 
and description of 

future events something 
for us to dread and 
have great fear? For 
some “yes!” For the 
believer-follower of 
Christ Jesus there is 
great anticipation. 

Romans 10: 9-10 
“That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth 
(say it, mean it, believe 
it) the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath 
raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the 
heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth 
confession is made 
unto salvation.”

The plan of salvation 
for individuals is a 
series of actions and 
understandings. First 
we must realize all are 
sinners (Romans 3: 23). 
No human is exempt. 
We do things, think 
things and say things 
not in accordance with 
the teachings of God in 
the Holy Bible.

We must confess the 
fact we are a sinner and 
in need of redemption 
(1 John 1: 9). Thirdly is 
repentance: this is an 
intention and a vow to 
redirect our lives into 
accordance with God’s 
teachings (Acts 3: 19 
and John 3). 

Belief in the Lord 
Jesus, crucified for 
the remission of sin 
and resurrected is 
absolutely essential 
and finally a prayer 
asking Him to come 
into our heart and lives 
and save our soul. 

Anyone reading this 
can be saved; it’s up to 
you. To believe is to be 
convinced something is 
real and true. Are you 
there yet?

Van Yandell is a 
retired Industrial Arts 
teacher, an ordained 
gospel evangelist 
and commissioned 
missionary. His email 
is vmy3451@gmail.com

Play Today
It’s a Friday night in 1996. Your mom just picked 

you up from school and took you through the Mc-
Donald’s drive-thru. You’ve already opened the toy 
that came in your Happy Meal box and are playing 
with an object that, if sold in a store thirty years 
later, would probably cost at least ten dollars. 

You eat your nuggets and fries in the parking lot 
of the video rental store, where you know you’re 
about to go in and pick out a video game to play for 
the weekend. The games are heavy, at least com-
pared to today’s discs, and come in a plastic case 
touched by hundreds of eager hands before yours. 

You’re already concerned because you know 
you’re about to make a crucial decision: which 
game are you going to pick? Your choice is going 
to impact your entire weekend. Are you going to 
be happily pursuing an adventure or shooting bad 
guys, or are you going to be horribly frustrated, 
bored, or worse?

As I sit next to my five-year-old child in 2026, 
I watch her scroll on the kids’ tablet that has re-
placed the Nintendo and Sega Genesis of old. She 
has, easily, thirty games to choose from and a li-
brary of hundreds of others free and at her finger-
tips. When she tires of one she can swipe it closed 
and open another.

I understand technology, at least for now. I’ve 
grown up with it and alongside it, and I chuckle 
as I tell her tales of yesteryear. “You know, when 
Daddy was a kid…”

Then I stop myself. I realize what’s happened. 
I’m telling an, “I walked five miles uphill in the 
snow,” story. The time has come and, for good or 
ill, I have arrived.

“What, Daddy?” my daughter asks. I proceed to 
tell her about plastic cartridges and weekend rent-
als and the thrill and anxiety of having to make 
a choice and commit to it. I even take her to the 
family room where I’ve recollected many of my 
childhood favorites, which are now considered 
“vintage” games. 

Despite my elaborate tale and trying every way 
in the world I can to get her to understand, she 
simply can’t. She hasn’t had to make a choice and 
commit to it. For good or for ill, the thrill and 
sometimes disappointment associated with this 
weekend ritual, a staple for so many kids my age, 
is lost to her.

As I watch her select a game, play it for thirty 
seconds, tire of it, and switch to another, I won-
der about the deeper impacts of this phenomenon. 
What is this habit teaching her? How will this 
translate to her eventual adulthood?

As a result of my childhood experiences I learned 
to make mistakes. I learned to consider options, 
alternatives, and to live with the consequences of 
my actions. Now, one can undo a mistake with the 
push of a delete key or, more jarringly, by holler-
ing, “Hey, Alexa” into the next room.

The joy and anticipation of waiting all day to 
rent a physical piece of media to cram into a phys-
ical machine all to play a game that used less pro-
cessing power than a modern wristwatch is forev-
er lost to my daughter’s generation. The days of 
instant gratification, diminished responsibility, 
and the failure to connect choices to consequences 
are here. And they’re here to stay.

Every generation laments what they perceive to 
be the shortfalls of modernity. My parents told, 
“When I was a kid,” stories, and their parents told 
them before them. However, at no point in human 
history have discrepancies like those between my 
childhood and my daughter’s been wider and more 
different. 

As I watch my daughter tire of this amazing de-
vice less than a minute later and toss it aside to get 
down on the floor and play with her Legos, some-
thing occurs to me. 

I lay my own phone down, realizing as I do the 
hypocrisy of levelling judgments at a child who 
doesn’t and never will understand a life before this 
technology. I slide quietly to the floor myself, in-
stantly reliving memories of Christmas mornings 
and birthdays and weekends playing with very 
similar toys.

As I pick up one of my child’s many minifigures 
and begin snapping Legos together alongside her, 
she looks up at me and smiles. Maybe there’s still 
hope.

Maybe.

RE: Jared Criswell
I really enjoyed your 02-11-26 piece on Man 

Versus Woman  #167,345.   My bride and I just 
passed 58 years, not counting  dating time. Time 
can be a very vague measure to us. 

It’s Sunday morning.   Are you ready for 
church?  Just a minute.  

Translation.   I now have time to warm up car, 
move it to the driveway, tune up Bluegrass Gospel 
music to channel, mind  away from the world to 
church and catch up on face book birthdays.  Just 
saying.  Old guys advise.  It does not get any better. 
Enjoy it!!!

Dan Vickery

“For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

This is the most universally known verse from 
the Bible. It was spoken by Jesus to the religious 
leader, Nicodemus. It’s the answer to the needs of 
fallen man. Everyone has sinned. According to the 
Bible, all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God. The wages of sin are death, so man is in a 
lost state in need of salvation. 

In order to receive salvation, we are in need of 
a Savior. John 3:16 is the answer to that universal 
need of all humanity. God, the Father, took the 
initiative in saving a lost world from their sin. 
He so loved that he GAVE His ONLY begotten 
SON. God’s love is revealed in action. The son 
also revealed His great love for us when he said, 
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay 

down one’s life for his friends.” 
Jesus’ life was not taken from Him as a martyr, 

but was given willingly as a sacrifice. “No one 
takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again. This command I have received from 
My Father.” 

What greater gift could the Father give us than 
His own Son? In return. The Father does not ask 
for some great work in order to receive this gift 
of His love. It simply says Whosoever BELIEVES 
in Him shall have everlasting life. This does not 
cheapen the gift given, but, in reality, reveals its 
greatness.

 “For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

From the great Hymn, Rock of Ages, “Nothing 
in my hand I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling.” 

This great love has transformed millions from 
lost to found, bound to free, sinner to righteous, 
sorrowing to joyful, hopeless to hopeful, and 
rejected to accepted in Him. Thank God for the 
Father’s love that saved a wretch like me. 

“I asked Jesus, ‘How much do you love me?’ And 
Jesus said, ‘This much.’ Then He stretched out 
His arms and died.”

– Unknown

Crossing on Dry 
Ground (Part 4)

This article will 
conclude the series on 
“dry places.” To review 
the previous three 
columns they were 

1. About how we can 
become dry and thirsty 


