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‘Set all students up for success’: UK student serves
as Agriculture Future of America ambassador

By Bailey Vandiver
bailey.vandiver@uky.edu

LEXINGTON, Ky.—

Pre-veterinary experi-
ence. Leadership oppor-
tunities through Agricul-
ture Future of America
(AFA). A formerly feral
cat named Wema. Alana
Henegar has gained these
things and more as a
University of Kentucky
student.

From Delaplane,
Virginia, Henegar is
studying Animal Sciences
in the UK Martin-Gatton
College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment
and expects to graduate
in 2027. She hopes to
attend veterinary school
and have a career in large
animal veterinary care.

This year, she is serv-
ing as an ambassador for
AFA, an organization that
connects young leaders
with professional devel-
opment experiences. As
afreshman, Henegar
learned about AFA from
UK’s student ambassador
at the time and decided

to join.

Unlike many clubs or
chapters at college cam-
puses, AFA doesn’t have
regular meetings but is
represented by ambassa-
dors and invites students
to national conferences.
Gatherings such as the
Precision Agriculture In-
stitute and Food Systems

Institute offer skill devel-
opment and networking
opportunities.

Henegar attended the
AFA Leaders Conference
in November 2025, which
included networking and
skill-building.

“It strengthens your

public speaking, network-

ing, and leadership abili-
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ties as a whole,” Henegar
said. “There are opportu-
nities to get your foot in
the door at companies for
post-grad or internships.”
Henegar said she
learned about poten-
tial jobs she had never
considered, like being a
veterinarian for the U.S.
Department of Agricul-
ture.

“AFA not only helps
you figure out other op-
portunities, but it helps
you better yourself to
be able to work toward
those opportunities,”
Henegar said.

This summer, Hen-
egar attended the Ani-
mal Institute in Kansas
City, where she heard
from professionals and
visited production facto-
ries for companies such
as Hill’s Pet Food. She
also visited the Kansas
State Capitol to learn
about advocacy and
legislation that impacts
the industry.

“This conference
helps to show students
the different ways they
can be involved and help
the industry that feeds
the world,” Henegar
said.

Organizations at UK
have further enhanced
Henegar’s educational

experience. She is a peer
mentor in the Mar-
tin-Gatton CAFE Living
Learning Program (LLP),
is an officer for the Block
and Bridle club and is a
member of the Pre-Vet
Club. She also worked at
the necropsy lab at the
Veterinary Diagnostic

Laboratory (VDL).

She has also shad-
owed and worked at vet
clinics to complement
her classroom learning
and prepare for veteri-
nary school. Henegar has
brought more than just
knowledge home. Last
year, a clinic she worked
at received a feral cat and
her kittens. The kittens
were adopted, but no one
had claimed the mom, so
Heneger adopted Wema.

Henegar said she can’t
recommend AFA enough
to her fellow UK students.

“I want to make sure
that other people know
enough about it to know
that it will be fun, and
that it’ll be a great experi-
ence for them,” she said.

Learn more about Ani-
mal Sciences and pre-vet-
erinary medicine mento-
ring at UK. Learn more
about Agriculture Future
of America. Applications
for the next AFA Leaders
Conference are due Sept.
10, 2026.

Alana Henegar visited the Kentucky State Capitol
during the AFA Animal Institute in Kansas City.
(Photo provided by Alana Henegar)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

“Pursuant to TC 96-159M and KRS 376.280, this is an advertisement of
the motor vehicle sale. The vehicle in question is a 2018 Chevy Camaro,
VN 1G1FC3DS0J0107204, owner is Donovan Bryant and lienholders are
Regional Acceptance. This sale will take place at Parkest Body Shop, 1885
Brown Badgett Loop, Madisonville, (270) 871-2698 and this sale will
conclude on 08/14/2026.”
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Lucky Montoya
937-313-1660

Lucky Montoya, Auctioneer, & Realtor 937.313.1660
Bob Roach, Auctioneer, & Realtor 937.533.7081 Walnut Harvest Auctions, LLC
Anna Marie Roach Manager, & Realtor 937.657.5626
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PREBLE COUNTY FARM EXPO &
EQUIPMENT AUCTION
SATURDAY AUGUST 22, 2026 @ 10:00AM
PCFG - 722 S FRANKLIN ST EATON OH 45320

Consignment deadline
August 14, 2026

Please call early with consignments.
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