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Not your normal Days of Our Lives  Recap

By TOM BUGG
Hickman Co. 
HIstorical Society

 If my calculations are 
correct, William “Billy” 
Cockrum was only about 
14 years of age when he 
signed up as a drummer 
in 1778 at Southamp-
ton, Virginia. Billy was, 
for sure, still very young 
at that time and enlisted 
merely because both his 
parents were dead, and 
his neighbors advised 
him to do so.
 He mustered in under 
Captain McClanahan in 
the Eighth Regi-ment un-
der Colonel Hammond.  
At various times, he 
marched and drummed 
his way through North 
Carolina, South Caro-
lina, and Georgia, quite 
a ways for a teenage boy.  
He was at the defeat of 
Charlotte after which 
his troop retreated at 
Salisbury and Hillsbor-
ough.  And then General 
Nathanael Greene took 
the command.
 Billy was at Guilford 
Courthouse and at Shud-
well’s Iron Works there in 
North Carolina (See “Ab-
stracts of Pension Papers 
Pertaining to Soldiers of 
the Revolutionary, 1812, 
and Indian Wars Who 
Settled on Hickman 
County, Kentucky”).  
 The Battle of Guilford 
Courthouse(March 15, 
1781) was a pivotal en-
gagement in the South-
ern theater of the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War.
 The Guilford Court-
house battle was fought 
near present-day Greens-
boro, NC, eventually 
named after General 
Nathanael Greene.
   There were 2100 Brit-
ish soldiers under Gen-
eral Charles Cornwal-lis 
fighting General Greene’s 
4500 Continental and 
militia forces.  The Brit-
ish suffered 79 killed, 
184-185 wounded, and 
75 wounded prisoners.  
The Americans lost 93 
killed and 413 wounded.   
 Though technically a 
British victory, the bat-
tle crippled Corn-wallis’s 
army, ended British re-
cruiting in North Caro-
lina, and set the stage 
for Greene’s campaign 
into South Carolina and 
Cornwallis’s eventual 
surrender at Yorktown.
 As to the reference to 
Shudwell’s Iron Works, 
the correct name was 

probably Speedwell’s Iron 
Works on Troublesome 
Creek as it appears in the 
supporting essay of the 
North Carolina High-
way Historical Marker 
Program.  There are also 
historical references to 
Shufield’s Iron Works.
 The British often tar-
geted American supply 
depots and iron works. 
Patriot forces, often mi-
litia and local artisans, 
defended such furnaces 
to protect their weapons 
and tools.  Such clashes 
and skirmishes were part 
of Greene’s strategy to 
harass British supply lines 
and maintain Americans’ 
resistance in the field.    
 All in all, Guilford 
Courthouse was a costly 
British victory that shift-
ed momentum in the 
South after weakening 
Cornwallis.  Skirmishes 
at iron works character-
ized the Patriot’s efforts 
to protect and sustain 
their arms supply.  These 
two engagements clearly 
illustrate the blend of 
large-scale battles and 
small-unit skirmishes 
used in America’s South-
ern theater, where the lay 
of the land, their militia 
tactics, and the protec-
tion of their supply lines 
were as important as 
man-to-man combat.
 During all of this war-
time experience, Billy 
Corkrum received no 
regular pay and only got 
a small amount of pocket 
money from some of the 
officers, about $88 a year.
 The 1832 Pension Act 
was passed June 7, 1832 
by the 22nd United States 
Congress as a final sup-
plementary pension act 
for Revolutionary War 
veterans.  The act pro-
vided pensions to eligible 
Revolutionary War vet-
erans, including musi-
cians like William “Billy” 
Cockrum, if they met the 
service criteria. 
 Billy’s case would have 
been processed through 
the sworn declaration and 
supporting service records 
required by the law. His 
certificate of pension was 
issued January 11, 1834.  
The total due was $264.  
His affidavits of 1836 and 
1837, when a duplicate 
pension certificate was 
issued, clearly show that 
drummer William “Billy” 
Cockrum was initially 
placed on the pension list 
as a resident here in Hick-
man County, Kentucky.

DRUMMER BOY

BID NOTICE

Hickman County Fiscal Court is accepting bids on the fol-
lowing:

1. Sealed bids for:
Dense grade 
#3
#9

Bids must be furnished with following information:
a. Price per ton of rock picked up at terminal 
b. Price per ton for rock delivered to Hickman County
 Bid will go into effect immediately after following the July 
27, 2026 meeting and end on June 30, 2027. 

Sealed bids will be received in the office of the Hickman 
County Judge/Executive up to 4:00 p.m. Friday, July 24, 
2026 at 116 S. Jefferson Street, Clinton, Ky. 42031, and bids 
will be opened and read at the fiscal court meeting on Mon-
day, July 27, 2026 at 8:00 A.M.  

PLEASE MARK “SEALED BID” ON OUTSIDE OF EN-
VELOPE.

According to KRS 45A.365, said award will go to the lowest 
and best evaluated bid price received. 
Hickman County Fiscal Court reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.
						    
Hickman County Fiscal Court         

  Last week, Gwen Rice 
Chex grabbed a handful
Of Kristen DiMera’s hair 
and yanked it right out of 

her head when she found 
out she was seeing Gwen’s 
special friend Xander. 
  This week Kristen still has 

troubles as her brother EJ 
is suspicious that she put 
Sophia Choi up to trying 
to kill his son Johnny in 
retaliation for…I forget. 
It’s been going back and 
forth so long, can anyone 
remember why?
  Kristen goes to see her 
psycho daughter little Ra-
chel at Bayview Mental 
Hospital, and her uncle 
EJ is sitting in her room, 
grinning. Dramatic mu-
sic plays. 
  Lexie Carver confides 
to Dr Marlena, town psy-
chiatrist, that she’s going 
to die again after dying 
the first time and being 
frozen like a popsicle. 
Lexie Pop knows what 
happened to the lab rats 
that were given the same 
miracle drugs she was. 
May they RIP.
 Marlena hogs the con-
versation and starts talk-
ing about herself instead 
while flute music plays 
in the background. Lexie 
wonders if she has to pay 
for that part of the ses-
sion.
 Lexie cries with tears 
and a snotty, runny nose 
making Dr Marlena a lit-
tle nauseous, and she de-
cides to end the session.
  Joy Wesley, who wears 
tiny tops made for a 
Barbie doll, pushes her 
daughter Kelsey around 
in a buggy and then 
calls Kelsey’s dad, Alex, 
every five minutes on the 
phone with some prob-

lem, which upsets Alex’s 
wife Stephanie every time 
he runs to her. 
  She’s started deleting 
Joy’s pesky voice messag-
es off Alex’s phone. 
 Back at the hospital, Joy 
and Alex look over at the 
baby buggy lovingly and 
little Kelsey looks back 
like, “Mom, why are you 
wearing a Barbie doll top 
and a pot holder for a 
skirt?”
  Stephanie vents to her 
mom, Dr Kayla at the 
hospital where they stand 
at the nurses station for 
like 45 minutes while call 
lights go off up and down 
the hall from ignored pa-
tients at Salem’s pathetic 
hospital where the motto 
is, “We hope you make 
it!”
  EJ goes home to DiMera 
mansion where Lexie has 
collapsed on the living 
room floor. Sadly, Dr Rolf 
has fled the premises. 
  EJ freaks. He’s already 
having a bad day. He 
starts twitching his nose 
like a rabbit about to 
chomp on a carrot.
  Lexie begins to come 
around. For now.
  Alex scolds Stephanie 
for deleting Joys 200th 
voicemail in five min-
utes.
 Stephanie sticks out her 
bottom lip and plops 
in a chair. Tinkly music 
plays. 

 To be continued

 Special Meeting - The 
Obion Creek Watershed 
Conservancy District, 
Board of Directors will 
meet Tuesday, July 21, 
2026, at 7:30 a.m.  at 
USDA Service Center, 
205 State Route 123W. 
Clinton, Ky.  Visitors 
welcome.

 The Hickman County 
Conservation District, 
Board of Supervisors, 
will have their regu-
lar monthly meeting 
on Thursday Morning 
July 23 at 7:30 am, in 
the Conference Room 
of the USDA Service 
Center, 205 State Route 
123 West, Clinton Ky. 
The public is invited to 
attend.

Meeting  Notices Obion Creek Watershed 
Conservancy and Conservation Dist. Board

Hickman CountyTrap Team 
attends Nationals!
Nationals 2026 Mason Michigan 

Top shooters 

Hunter Feezor 94/100 with 2 perfect rounds (25/25) 

Carson Howell 94/100 with 1 perfect round (25/25)

Rylan Barnett 93/100 


