
By BERRY CRAIG

 Leon Todd, who prob-
ably knows more about 
Carlisle County history 
and folklore than any-
body since the late Ran 
Graves, recently showed 
me around the old Lake-
ton townsite and its envi-
rons, including “Hainted 
Holler.”
 In his 1958 book, His-
tory and Memories of 
Carlisle County, Graves 
explained that the nick-
name stemmed from a 
prank involving a Billy 
goat. The pranksters were 
some boys who targeted 
Sam Hall, an early settler.
 Graves called the place 
“Haunted Hollow.” The lo-
cal pronunciation has al-
ways been “Hainted Holler,” 
according to Leon.
 Anyway, I quoted the 
book going on 44 years 
ago in one of my Paducah 
Sun “Rambling’ columns.
 Sam swore the critter was 
a ghost when it showed 
up at his well-furnished 
cabin door one night long 
ago. The tale seems more 
rib-tickling than spine-
tingling. Graves didn’t say 
when the mischief mak-
ers got Sam’s goat. It might 
have been before the Civil 
War when what became 
Carlisle County was still 
part of Ballard County.

 If “Marryin’” wasn’t 
Sam’s nickname, it 
could have been. Hall 
outlived five wives, 
including the widow 
Westbrook, according 
to Graves. She was his 
spouse when the “ghost” 
appeared.
  “The widow's former 
husband, Mr. West-
brook, was a small 
man with a flowing 
beard turning to silver, 
and you discovered the 
beard before you could 
tell whether a man was 
behind it or not,” ex-
plained Graves.
 A neighbor, Bill Camp-
bell, kept goats near the 
cabin, which had belonged 
to Westbrook.
 “Sam, with the roving eye 
of a widower, soon dis-
covered the widow and 
her haven of rest,” Graves 
wrote. 
  Among Campbell's herd 
"was a venerable old Billy 
who had a hirsute adorn-
ment under his lower jaw, 
equal to, or greater than 
the beard in front of Mr. 
Westbrook's face," accord-
ing to the author. 
  Some Laketon young-
sters decided that the old 
Billy was just right for a 
practical joke on Sam. So, 
one night they captured 
the animal and tied him 
to the front porch of Sam’s 

place.
 "Then making a distur-
bance as if something 
was after Sam's chickens, 
they retired to the bushes." 
Graves wrote. 
 The commotion woke 
Sam’s wife. She roused 
Sam and told him a var-
mint was prowling about 
the henhouse.
   She told him he should 
get up and foil the ma-
rauder. 
  "The cabin was mostly 
lighted by an open fire, and 
Sam had a good fire that 
night, so when he opened 
the cabin door, there in the 
fire light stood a little man 
with a long gray beard." Or 
so Sam thought—anyway 
the “apparition” terrified 
him.
 He tumbled into his wife’s 

arms, yelling “Westbrook!’ 
“Westbrook!!”
    Sam’s wife protested that 
her previous husband had 
been dead and buried for a 
year. He was unconvinced. 
 “Sam, getting a whiff of 
the old goat, told her he 
could smell the death 
scent and it was bound 
to be Westbrook, and he 
wasn't going out anymore 
tonight, and that was that.”
  After reveling in the re-
sult of their deed, the lads 
released the goat.
  At daybreak, Sam ven-
tured out in search of var-
mint tracks. He didn't find 
any. “So he  declared it to 
any all he saw Westbrook’s 
ghost at night, so the local 
people called it Haunted 
Hollow, a name it bears to 
this day.
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HOUSE FOR RENT- 4 
bedroom, 2-1/2 bath on 
.75 acres. Secluded area, 
quiet neighborhood 
in city limits (Clinton). 
$1,000/month rent and 
deposit required. Appli-
cations may be picked 
up at the Times office 
on Thursdays and Fri-
days and turned back 
in at the Times office on 
Thursdays and Fridays. 
Call 270-653-4040 to 
be sure someone is in 
the office. The Times 
has no other informa-
tion about the property 
other than what is listed 
here.

BID NOTICE

Hickman County Fiscal Court is accepting bids on the fol-
lowing:

1. Sealed bids for corrugated pipe and double wall HDPE, 12 
inches and up to 60 inches (for individual pipe if required) 
and such price to include delivery to Hickman County.  
Delivery to Hickman County Road Department or work site 
location anywhere in Hickman County. 
Bidder also agrees to sell the product to any landowner upon 
whom the county is conducting the pipe installation at the 
same price the county would be required to pay.

2. Sealed bids for:
 Red gravel 
 # 9M crushed limestone
 Dense grade aggregate 
 	  # 3 rock
 Rip rap – 50#, 150# and 400#

*Bids must be furnished with the following information:
a. Price per ton of rock picked up at terminal 
b. Price per ton for rock delivered to Hickman County- if fuel 
charge is additional, MUST be included in price/ton. 
c. Hauling price of gravel or limestone should be quoted sep-
arately from price of material.

Bids are for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026, and ending 
June 30, 2027. 

Sealed bids will be received in the office of the Hickman 
County Judge/Executive up to 4:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 20, 
2026, at 116 S. Jefferson Street, Clinton, Ky. 42031, and bids 
will be opened and read at the fiscal court meeting on Thurs-
day, May 21, 2026, at 8:00 A.M.  

PLEASE MARK “SEALED BID” ON OUTSIDE OF ENVE-
LOPE.

According to KRS 45A.365, the said award will go to the low-
est and best evaluated bid price received. 
Hickman County Fiscal Court reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids.
						    
 Hickman County Fiscal Court       

BID NOTICE
The Hickman County Fiscal Court is accepting sealed bids 
for any paving project(s) on county roads in Hickman Coun-
ty for the Fiscal Year 2026-2027.
1. Bids should include price for –
Bituminous Class surface – per ton
Bituminous Class 1 Base – per ton
Total price /ton for laid asphalt.
Bids should be submitted no later than Wednesday, May 
20, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. and should be marked SEALED BID, 
HICKMAN COUNTY PAVING. Bids will be opened and 
considered by the Hickman County Fiscal Court at its regu-
larly scheduled meeting on Thursday, May 21st at 8:00 a.m. in 
the office of the Hickman County Judge Executive.
 Hickman County reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

Notice is hereby given that 
Linda Turner & Charles 
Campbell have duly quali-
fied as co-administrators of 
the Estate of Adam Mark 
Stoops, deceased. All per-
sons indebted to said estate 
shall pay all indebtedness 
promptly, and all persons 
having claims against said 
estate shall present same, 
properly certified according 
to law, within six (6) months 
of this notice to: Jason Batts, 
PLLC 201- B, South Wash-
ington Street, Clinton, KY 
42031
Melanie Dowdy
Hickman Co. 
Circuit Court Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
Pursuant to KRS 117.383 (8), to validate the accuracy and 
fidelity of the vote tabulation, the Hickman County Board 
of Elections will conduct a hand-to-eye audit of the votes 
cast in one randomly selected race from ballots tabulated 
by one randomly selected scanner. The Secretary of State 
will randomly select the race and scanner to be the subject 
of the audit on May 20th and notify the county that same 
day. This audit will take place at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 20, 2026 in the Deed Room in the Hickman County 
Courthouse. The public may observe the audit.

Jackson Purchase Historical Society 
meeting planned for May 16 at 

Calloway County Public Library
  The Jackson Purchase Historical Society will meet on 
Saturday, May 16 at the Calloway County Public Library 
at 710 Main Street in Murray, Kentucky. The meeting 
will begin at 10:30 am. The program for the meeting will 
feature a presentation by Richard B. Davis on “Feeling 
the Hot Breath of History: The Influence of Forrest Car-
lisle Pogue on US Military History.” 
  Forrest Carlisle Pogue graduated from Murray State 
and taught history there from 1933 to May 1942, when 
he was drafted into the army. He was quickly assigned to 
a historical unit and sent to Europe. He was initially as-
signed to write the history of the Second US Army and 
interviewed wounded soldiers and others at Normandy, 
Bastogne, and other sites close to the front lines. He was 
then assigned to write the history of the Supreme Head-
quarters Allied Expeditionary Force from 1945 to 1946. 
He was later assigned by Dwight D. Eisenhower to write 
the official history of the Supreme Command in Europe. 
Pogue spent seven years as a military historian, and two 
conducting operations research at United States Army 
Garrison Heidelberg with the Operations Research Of-
fice at Johns Hopkins University. He returned to teach 
at Murray State in 1954. In 1956, Pogue was hired by 
the George C. Marshall Foundation to write the official 
biography of George C. Marshall, completing four vol-
umes. He was also director of the Marshall Foundation 
from 1956 until 1974 when he became director of the 
Eisenhower Institute for Historical Research. 
  Richard B. Davis is a graduate of Murray State Univer-
sity who completed his PhD in history at Florida State 
University. He retired from the Kentucky Army Na-
tional Guard as a Major with deployments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  He is currently Curator at the General 
George Patton Museum of Leadership at Fort Knox. He 
previously served as Curator of the US Army Adjutant 
General’s Corps Museum at Fort Jackson, South Caro-
lina.  

It’s been ‘Hainted Holler’ since the night when some kids got Sam Hall’s goat
  Lexie, the human popsicle, 
has thawed. 
 In what may be the long-
est defrost in the history of 
mankind, Lexie Carver fi-
nally thawed. 
  She had been presumed 
dead from a brain tumor in 
2012, but the DiMera’s Dr. 
Rolf froze her in some sort 
of cryogenic tinkering and 
brought her out of her freez-
er pod, to a hospital bed on 
the DiMera grounds. She 
was able to stand and wob-
ble her way through the 
DiMera tunnels in time to 
pop out in the DiMera liv-
ing room where the last will 
of her dad, the late Stefano 
DiMera was being read. 
 Marlena Evans had briefly 
popped in earlier too, pos-
sibly thinking she might in-
herit a gazillion dollars since 
she was once his obsession, 
but when she saw he left her 
a raggedy chess set, she got 
up and left and didn’t even 
take it with her to sell on 
eBay.
 Abe Carver, who attended 
the will reading because it 
was read by his son Theo, 
was startled to see his pre-
sumed deceased wife pop 
in the room. Kristen DiMe-
ra was ticked another heir 
just showed up, lessening 
her share of the fortune. 
  And Lexie? She’s weak from 
not walking since 2012 and 
passes out. An ambulance 
whisks her away. 
   Abe and Theo rush to 
Salem hospital and ask Dr. 
Kayla about Lexie, and she’s 
like, “Whaaaaat?” 
  Abe says he doesn’t know 
what’s going on but his wife 
is back. But he forgot one 
tiny thing…he is now mar-

ried to Paulina. 
  Dramatic music plays
  Kristen keeps having vi-
sions of Sophia Choi, the 
young lady she wanted to 
kill Johhny DiMera and 
promised her a new life with 
a passport and money, but 
instead klunked her in the 
head with a rock and rolled 
her in the river. Now she 
has visions of her walking 
toward her with a bloody 
knot on her head and it’s just 
ruining Kristen’s day. 
  She screams, “Leave me 
alone!” 
 Dr Rolf comes up to her 
and asks if she’s alright. 
Kristen calls him Dr. Frank-
enstein for bringing back 
Lexie.
  Dr Kayla chastises EJ for 
buying the hospital to oper-
ate his secret lab to do im-
moral and unethical things 
like freezing and thawing 
people, running up the elec-
tric bill.
  Abe Carver talks to his 
sleeping wife No. 1 at her 
hospital bed. He picks up 
her hand. Her nails are 
manicured and polished, 
which must be a service of 
the ambulance staff as they 
rushed her to the hospital. 
Tinkly music plays. She 
opens her eyes and says his 
name. Wait a minute. She’s 
wearing lipstick and eye 
shadow. Did the Salem am-
bulance staff do that too?
  She tells Abe she loves him. 
 He says he loves her too.
 Wife No. 2 is standing at 
the door and hears him 
and gasps. 
 
  Dramatic music plays. 
 To be continued


