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FRANKFORT - As 
U.S. Rep. Brett Guth-
rie prepares to lead a 
debate on the future 
of Medicaid, his home 
state of Kentucky has 
more at stake than 
most.

Guthrie, R-Bowl-
ing Green, is chairman 
of a House committee 
that on Tuesday is set 
to start proposing $880 
billion in federal bud-
get savings over the 

next 10 years. Guthrie’s 
assignment will be im-
possible, experts say, 
without cutting the fed-
eral-state program that 
pays for almost 1 in 3 
Kentuckians’ health 
care and has become 
an underpinning of the 
economy.

“Medicaid has be-
come important to local 
economies throughout 
the state and a key path-
way to health care for 
many Kentuckians,” 
says the Kentucky 
Chamber of Commerce 
in a statement last week 

that also mentions 
the Chamber’s “long-
voiced concerns about 
the impact of rising 
Medicaid costs on Ken-
tucky’s finances.”

“Efforts to control 
Medicaid spending will 
be necessary,” says the 
pro-business group 
whose top recent prior-
ity has been continuing 
to lower Kentucky’s in-
come tax. “Policymak-
ers, however, will need 
to take a balanced ap-
proach with input from 
key stakeholders.”

Guthrie, a West 
Point graduate and for-
mer state legislator, is 
not publicly discussing 
specifics ahead of the 
markup, a spokesper-
son for the committee 
said Friday.

“Chairman Guthrie 
and Energy and Com-
merce Republicans are 
ready to strengthen, se-
cure, and sustain Med-
icaid for generations 
to come and for the 
Americans the program 
was intended to serve,” 
said Matt VanHyfte, the 
director of communi-
cations for the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee.

Sounding a common 
GOP theme, he said 
Medicaid was intended 
“to assist the ‘tradition-
al population,’ which 
are expectant mothers, 
children, low-income 
seniors and people with 
disabilities.”

Medicaid was ex-
panded beyond that 
traditional role in 2010 
when Congress — with 
no Republican votes 
— enacted the Patient 
Protection and Afford-
able Care Act, a law 
that became known as 
Obamacare.

By then, the number 
of uninsured had topped 
46 million, nearing 1 in 
5 Americans; medical 
bills were increasing-
ly pushing sick people 
into bankruptcy as hos-
pitals shifted costs onto 
the dwindling share of 
insured patients.

Under the Medicaid 
expansion, the feder-
al government offered 

to pay 100% of the 
costs for state Medic-
aid programs to begin 
covering low-income, 
able-bodied adults who 
can’t afford or who lack 
access to private health 
insurance.

Kentucky, a poor 
state with lots of sick 
people, has aggressive-
ly embraced the new 
option, and that has 
“changed the dynam-
ics considerably,” says 
Mark Birdwhistell, an 
expert on Medicaid 
and the University of 
Kentucky’s senior vice 
president for health and 
public policy.

The Medicaid ex-
pansion has been “a 
great benefit to the 
health care delivery 
system at the Universi-
ty of Kentucky and all 
over Kentucky, particu-
larly Southeastern Ken-
tucky,” Birdwhistell 
told the Lantern. “It’s 
been a salvation for 
small rural hospitals in 
Eastern Kentucky and 
good for health out-
comes as well,” Bird-
whistell said.

The rate of unin-
sured Kentuckians fell 
from 14.4% in 2013 to 
6.1% in 2015, the year 
after the Medicaid ex-
pansion took effect. In 
2023, 5.6% of Ken-
tuckians were unin-
sured compared to 8% 
of the U.S. population.

Birdwhistell has 
been spending a lot of 
time in Washington 
sharing his knowledge 
with Kentucky’s con-
gressional delegation 
and with the staff of 
the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services, which over-
sees Medicaid, Medi-
care and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Pro-
gram.

In an interview with 
the Lantern, Bird-
whistell discussed 
some of the Medicaid 
proposals the Republi-
cans who control Con-
gress are considering as 
they look for savings to 
pay for continuing tax 
cuts enacted in 2017 
during President Don-
ald Trump’s first term.

Lowering federal 
share would be $1.4 
billion hit to Kentucky

The proposal that 
would be the “most 
problematic” for Ken-

tucky, Birdwhistell 
said, is one to lower the 
matching funds the fed-
eral government pays 
for the Medicaid ex-
pansion. After paying 
100% of the expansion 
for a few years, the fed-
eral match was lowered 
to 90%, leaving states 
to pick up 10% of the 
expansion cost.

By contrast, the fed-
eral government picks 
up 71% of the cost of 
insuring Kentucky’s 
traditional Medicaid 
population. 

THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2025    		                                                                              THE GREENUP GAZETTE	                                                               A7     

Public Notice

NOTICE FOR BIDS
Little Sandy Volunteer Fire District is now accepting 

sealed bids for a 6.5x12 utility trailer (ramp included) 
This trailer will be sold AS IS.. Sealed bids received will 
be opened and publicly read promptly in the LSVFD 
Board meeting at the Rt. 1 Argillite Station on June 
11, 2025 at 6:00pm All bids must be mailed and post-
marked by June 4, 2025 in a sealed envelope with a re-
turn address and clearly marked Little Sandy Volunteer 
Fire District, PO Box 256 Greenup, KY. 41144. The bid-
der’s name shall appear on the outside of the envelope. 
Bids received after the closing time will not be accepted 
and will be returned unopened.

The Little Sandy Volunteer Fire District Board re-
serves the right to reject bids or waive any informalities 
in the bidding. In case of ambiguity or lack of clarity in 
stating the prices in any bid, the LSVFD reserves the 
right to consider the most advantageous bid or to re-
ject the bid. The award will be made to the responsible 
bidder submitting the highest bid, as determined by the 
LSVFD, or to the bidder who provides the best value to 
the LSVFD.

Any questions, please contact Aaron Imel at 1-606-
831-3258

Published May 8, May 15, 2025

NOTICE FOR BIDS
Little Sandy Volunteer Fire District is now accepting 

sealed bids for a 93 model Chevrolet Kodiak water truck 
with 27,260 miles. This truck will be sold AS IS. The 
truck is in good condition with very low miles. Sealed 
bids received will be opened and publicly read promptly 
in the LSVFD Board meeting at the Rt. 1 Argillite Station 
on June 11, 2025 at 6:00pm All bids must be mailed and 
postmarked by June 4, 2025 in a sealed envelope with a 
return address and clearly marked Little Sandy Volun-
teer Fire District, PO Box 256 Greenup, KY. 41144. The 
bidder’s name shall appear on the outside of the enve-
lope. Bids received after the closing time will not be ac-
cepted and will be returned unopened.

The Little Sandy Volunteer Fire District Board re-
serves the right to reject bids or waive any informalities 
in the bidding. In case of ambiguity or lack of clarity in 
stating the prices in any bid, the LSVFD reserves the 
right to consider the most advantageous bid or to re-
ject the bid. The award will be made to the responsible 
bidder submitting the highest bid, as determined by the 
LSVFD, or to the bidder who provides the best value to 
the LSVFD.

Any questions, please contact Aaron Imel at 1-606-
831-3258

Published May 8, May 15, 2025

Kentucky has much at stake with Medicaid


