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City Council approves first reading of 

$900,000 budget reduction

Morehead City Council 
held a special-called meet-
ing last Thursday evening 
and approved the first 
reading of a substantial 
budget reduction and re-
jected an ethics complaint 
lodged against a member 
of the city’s Ethics Board.  

Morehead City Coun-
cil members approved a 
first reading of a budget 
amendment that would 
cut around $900,000 from 
the city’s 2026-27 budget.  

During discussion of the 
amendment, Mayor Laura 
White-Brown said they 
would have to “tighten our 
belts.”  

Council members voted 
in June to approve a near-
ly $15.2 million budget for 
the city.  

Council member Dar-
rell Littleton asked Mayor 
White-Brown about some 
of the proposed reduc-
tions.

One item cut was a sec-
ond K-9 unit for the More-
head Police Department, 
for $25,000.  

Other cuts included 
a reduction in amounts 
budgeted for health insur-
ance.  White-Brown said 
the health insurance rates 
were budgeted higher in 
June, but they were now 
lowering them to match 
the actual rates, and they 
also adjusted the amount 
of money budgeted for 
employee HRA (health re-
imbursement account) ac-
counts based on what was 
spent last year.  

White-Brown said that 
the new city council next 
year will have to decide 
whether to fund those 
HRA accounts, because 
they are used by employ-
ees.  

She said no employees 
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would be cut, but some 
city services would be af-
fected.  

Littleton also noted that 
the city’s professional ser-
vices have been reduced, 
while funding for a TIF 
Board has increased.  

White-Brown said the 
TIF Board funding re-
fers to the North More-
head property, or Polo I, 
which includes Hucks, 
McDonalds, Cattlemen’s, 
and Huey Magoo’s res-
taurants.  She said based 
on the money those busi-
nesses had generated, the 
amount the city budgeted 
was too low.  She said the 
Downtown Morehead TIF 
Board is a separate entity.  

TIF refers to tax incre-
mental financing, and it is 
an economic incentive for 
business developments 
to make improvements 
to a municipality’s infra-
structure in exchange for 
future property tax rev-
enue.  

Council member Yvonne 
Baldwin said the making 
decisions like these to cut 
services is “always a pain-
ful process” when citizens 
decide that reducing tax-
es is a priority.  

One audience mem-
ber asked what the net 
amount of the reduc-
tion was, and White-
Brown said it was around 
$900,000.  

Council member Little-
ton said he was not in 
support of transferring 
“that much” in funding to 
the TIF.   Mayor White-
Brown said the city was 
obligated to do so.  She 
said it was not a problem 
because the property de-
velopment has increased 
property taxes and occu-
pational taxes, and the 
city is under agreement to 
provide that amount back 
to the developer.  

“This is money they 
have brought in, and we 

have agreed to pay them 
back X percent,” she said.  

City Clerk Helen Smith 
added that they really 
don’t know what the 
amount will be from one 
year to the next until they 
report it to the city and 
county.  

City Planner Rodney 
Fouch said there are lim-
its on the term of the re-
payment and maximum 
amounts paid each year.  
He said the term is 30 
years, and the amount is 
$11 million.  

Council members met 
in closed session for about 
40 minutes to discuss a 
personnel matter, with 
council members Lincoln 
Caudill and Edna Schack 
recusing themselves due 
to conflict of interest.  
Upon returning to open 
session, council members 
took no immediate action.  

The next agenda item 
was a resolution related 
to an ethics complaint.  
Council members who at-
tended the closed session 
voted to reject the com-
plaint as it was not in the 
jurisdiction of the ethics 
board and was a private 
matter.  

Council member Dar-
rell Littleton added, “I 
don’t know if we can name 
names, but it appears to 
be a private matter.”  

This reporter was later 
informed that the ethics 
complaint was filed by 
candidate for Morehead 
Mayor Jim Tom Trent 
against Ethics Board 
member Leanne Potter on 
October 1.  

In the complaint, Trent 
accused Potter of violat-
ing city ordinance 40.18, 
Falsely Impugning Repu-
tation, for accusing him in 
a September 27 Facebook 
post of having a history of 
harassment and domestic 
violence.

Rowan County Property Transfers
September 24 – Octo-

ber 2, 2026
Gary Pope and Phyllis 

Pope to Whitlea Wall, par-
cel on Big Brushy Road/
KY 785, no monetary con-
sideration

Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to Diana L. Rog-
ers, property on Big Caney 
Creek at the end of W. P. 
Mabry Road, $140,000

Loretta J. Sheffield to 
Loretta J. Sheffield, Lot 
19 of Lakewood Acres 
Subdivision, no monetary 
consideration, quit claim

Thomas J. Meadows 
and Elizabeth A. Mead-
ows to Sunny Meadows 
Farm, LLC, permanent 
easement

Randall Bruce Adkins 
and Patty A. Adkins to 
Christopher Furnish and 
Michelena Furnish, Lots 
87 and half of Lot 88 of 
the Tolliver Addition to 
the City of Morehead, and 
tract on Water Avenue, 
$249,000

Dominique Miller and 
Seth Miller-Williamson to 
Rikki Leeann Creech, Lot 
53 of Greenfield Estates 
Subdivision, $265,000

Estate of Dixie Louise 
Blythe, by and through 
Eva Jane Little and Tam-
my Baker, Co-Personal 
Representatives, to Tam-
my Baker, parcel on Cran-
ston Road, $20,000

Mark Nickell and Me-
lissa Nickell to Mark 
Nickell and Melissa Nick-
ell, Co-Trustees of the 
Nickell Living Truste, Lot 
29, Beechtree Section, Ea-
gle Ridge Estates, Unit 3, 
quit claim

Judy Rae Pettit to Judy 
Rae Pettit and John W. 
May, tract on north fork 
of Triplett Creek and KY 
377, in consideration of 
vesting title to the proper-
ty to parties of the second 
part as tenants in com-
mon

Rodney G. Plank and 
Terry A. Plank to Rocky 
Lee Stacy and Teresa Lo-
rane Stacy, property in 
Rowan County, $70,000

Estate of Marvin Ran-
dall Caudill, through 
Phyllis Irene Dunaway, 
sister, heir-at-law, and 
beneficiary, to Phyllis 
Irene Dunaway, property 
address, 67 Clayton Lane, 
per terms of last will and 
testament

Esther Burnette, Ju-

lie Scott and Larry Scott, 
Dorothy Stacy, Linda Ber-
ryman, and David Ken-
neth Burnette and Pa-
trina Mary Burnette, to 
David Keith Burnett and 
Patrina Mary Burnette, 
tract on Clay Lick, no 
monetary consideration

Estates of Joan B. Cox, 
by Deborah Canales, 
daughter and Administra-
tor of the Estate, to Debo-
rah Canales, house and 
lot at 92 Rosenburg Drive, 
heir at law

Warren Coe Meadows 
and Sandra Kaye Mead-
ows, Trustees of the 
Meadows Family Living 
Trust, to Commonwealth 
of Kentucky for the use 
and benefit of the Trans-
portation Cabinet, tract 
on KY 801, $7125

Brian David Barker and 
Timothy Gordon Barber 
to William R. Leadingham 
and Jennifer L. Leading-
ham, tract between Mc-
Brayer Road and Triplett 
Creek, $150,000

Brian Barker to Wil-
liam R. Leadingham and 
Jennifer L. Leadingham, 
property address, 73 Fyrl 
Street, Clearfield, $50,000

Harry Clark and Pame-
la Mabry to Steve Griggs 
and Garbielle Griggs, 
tract on Rock Fork Road, 
$6000

Enoch Blair to Enoch 
Blair and Melinda Blair 
Sturgill, tract on KY 32, 
no monetary consider-
ation

Brian K. Moore to Shui 
Quan Lin, Lots 6 and 7 
in the Morehead State 
University Subdivision, 
$65,000

Anna Mary Plank to 
Brian S. Plank, tract on 
waters of Triplett Creek, 
$64,500

Buddy R. Salyer, Mas-
ter Commissioner of the 
Rowan Circuit Court, for 
and on behalf of Dwight 
Blake Barnett, Courtney 
Kay Barnett, Secretary of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment, and Common-
wealth of Kentucky, by 
and on behalf of Secretary 
of Revenue, to Vanderbilt 
Mortgage and Finance, 
Inc., $63,400

Ellen Proctor Morgan 
and Bradford Arlen Pel-
frey to Katlyn Sorrell and 
Aaron DeHart, Lot 36 of 
Sherwood Forest Subdi-
vision, tract with mobile 
home on KY 173, $180,000

Verity Holdings, LLC, 
to Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky, for the use and 
benefit of the University 
of Kentucky, tract on 
Main Street, Morehead, 
$820,000

Ann Mullins and Eddie 
C. Mullins to Matthew D. 
Eden and Candy D. Eden, 
tract on Brinegar Road, 
on Sparkman Branch, 
$185,000

Brandy Esham to Beni-
ta Spencer, Lot 71R of The 
Lakes at Hickory Pointe 
Subdivision, $320,000

Thomas Cooper and 
Margaret Cooper to Larce-
na Powell, tract on Clear 
Fork Road, $232,000

Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC, to Adam 
Brayden Warner, proper-
ty address, 124 Pleasant 
Valley Road, $33,250

Gary Ray Moore and 
Oleta Jewell Moore to 
Tony Moore and Peggy 
Moore, tract on waters of 
Craney Creek, in consid-
eration of the grantees 
assisting the care of the 
grantor for their lifetime

Robinson & Son Proper-
ties, Inc., to Carolyn Mar-
tin, property address, 229 
McClure Circle, More-
head, $115,000

Janice Hamilton to 
Brandon Weddington, 
tract on Bull Fork, no 
monetary consideration

Maxine Pennington to 
Donald Brian Pennington 
and Susan Elaine Pen-
nington, tract on Bull 
Fork Road, no monetary 
consideration

Archie D. Adams to 
Shanna Leighann Dotson 
and Christopher Scott 
Dotson, tract on Hwy 158, 
$150,000

Green Valley Proper-
ties, Inc., to Martha B. 
Walter and Steven Rich-
ard Walter, tract on Igo 
Road, $85,000

JTH Holdings, LLC, 
to Kenley Kappes and 
Drema Kappes, tract on 
KY 519 and Morgan Fork 
Road, $33,000

Mark Steven Patrick 
and Priscilla Patrick, Jef-
frey David Patrick and 
Melissa Patrick, and Les-
lie Ann Patrick Cecil and 
Bruce Cecil, to PRL Prop-
erties, LLC, Lots 27, 28, 
29, 30, and 31 of Mead-
owbrook Subdivision, no 
monetary consideration


