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COMMUNITY

State of Kentucky
County of Rowan

 I, Kerry M. Jessee, Rowan County Fiscal Court Clerk in and for said 
county and state do hereby certify that on the 21st day of July 2026 the Fiscal 
Court held the 1st reading of an Ordinance amending Ordinance #25-19 estab-
lishing a joint recreation, tourism, and convention commission between Rowan 
County and the City of Morehead.  Second reading will be held on August 18, 
2026.  A complete copy of the Ordinance with changes will be filed in the Rowan 
County Clerk’s Office.

Ordinance #05-26

Given this the 21st day of July 2026.

Kerry M. Jessee
Rowan County Fiscal Court Clerk

State of Kentucky
County of Rowan

 I, Kerry M. Jessee, Rowan County Fiscal Court Clerk in and for said 
county and state do hereby certify that on the 21st day of July 2026 the Fiscal 
Court held the 1st reading of an Ordinance whereas the County of Rowan has 
realized unbudgeted receipts in the CDBG, General, Jail, LGEA, State Grants, 
Opioid, ABC, Co Clerk Storage, ARPA, and Harm Reduction Funds in the 
amount of $1,042,214.84.  Second reading to be held August 18, 2026.  Copy on 
file in County Clerk’s Office.

Ordinance #04-26 

Given this the 21st day of July 2026.

Kerry M. Jessee
Rowan County Fiscal Court Clerk

State of Kentucky
County of Rowan

 I, Kerry M. Jessee, Rowan County Fiscal Court Clerk in and for said 
county and state do hereby certify that on the 21st day of July the Fiscal Court 
held the 1st reading of an Ordinance setting the 2027 Motor Vehicle and Water-
craft rate.  The tax rate will be 8.0 cents per $100 of assessed value for CY 2027.  
Second reading to be held August 18, 2026.  Copy on file in County Clerk’s Office.

***No change from CY 2026***

Ordinance #06-26   

Given this the 21st day of July 2026.

Kerry M. Jessee
Rowan County Fiscal Court Clerk
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Croquet makes its 
comeback at the 2026 

Bluegrass State Games 
in Morehead

After a 20-year absence, 
croquet has officially re-
turned to the Bluegrass 
State Games. On July 
11th, players from across 
the region gathered at 
Don Greenhill City Park 
in Morehead, Kentucky  
for this year's Bluegrass 
State Games to bring the 
sport back to the state's 
premier amateur athletic 
event, and the comeback 
did not disappoint.

For two decades, cro-
quet sat on the sidelines 
of the Games' lineup. 
This year, that changed. 
Competitors of all skill 
levels took to the courts 
at Don Greenhill City 
Park, trading in mallets 
and wickets for an af-
ternoon of precision, pa-
tience, and friendly rival-
ry. The event captured 
everything the Bluegrass 
State Games are known 
for: community spirit, 
competitive spark, and a 
genuine love of sport.

Golf croquet, known for 
rewarding tactical think-
ing as much as raw skill, 
proved to be the per-
fect way to reintroduce 
the game. Singles and 
doubles brackets gave 
players multiple chanc-
es to test their strategy 
against fellow competi-

tors, and the results re-
flected a strong field of 
talent.

Singles Results
● Gold: Grant Penn
● Silver: Tony Littrell
● Bronze: Dean Row-

land
Doubles Results
● Gold: Sue Shereer 

and Lewis Carlise
● Silver: Grant Penn 

and David Penn
● Bronze: Daniel Fultz  

and Tripp Greenhill
Congratulations to all 

of the medalists, and to 
every player who stepped 
onto the court to help 
bring this classic sport 
back into the Bluegrass 
State Games fold. A spe-
cial thank you goes out 
to the volunteers, or-
ganizers, and staff at 
Don Greenhill City Park 
whose work behind the 
scenes made this mile-
stone comeback possible.

With croquet back on 
the roster after two de-
cades away, organizers 
hope this year's turnout 
is just the beginning of 
a new era for the sport 
in Kentucky's amateur 
sports scene. Here's to 
many more years of wick-
ets, mallets, and Blue-
grass State Games com-
petition to come.

Fiscal Court
cont. from pg. 4

mately 7,000 runs by 
the end of the year.  He 
also talked about ongo-
ing maintenance on vari-
ous trucks in the fleet, 
as well.  Judge-Exec. 
Clark also mentioned 
that Mr. Lewis would be 
stepping down as EMS 
Director but will stay 
on with the department 
and become an EMS In-
structor and focus on re-
cruiting, instructing, and 
teaching classes for the 
Rowan County EMS ser-
vice.  Later in the meet-
ing, the court approved 

the appointment of Levi 
Hanshaw as the new 
Rowan County EMS Di-
rector.

Under New Business, 
the court approved an 
agreement between the 
County and the City of 
Morehead for Animal 
Control; and approved 
an agreement between 
the County and the City 
of Morehead for Emer-
gency Management.

The court heard a re-
port from Morehead-
Rowan County Tourism 
Executive Director Joy 
Brown and subsequently 
approved the 1st reading 
of an ordinance amend-
ing a previous ordinance, 

regarding the Joint 
Tourism Commission, 
providing re-wording 
updates/changes to said 
ordinance; approved 
the G.R.A.N.T. program 
authorizing resolution, 
regarding the Rowan 
County Amphitheatre 
Project; heard a report 
from Morehead-Rowan 
County President and 
CEO Jason Slone that 
spoke about industrial 
updates in the county; 
and heard a report from 
Eastern Light Distill-
ing Master Distiller 
Caleb Kilburn and Pro-
gram Manager of Ener-
gize Kentucky Program 
Chris Jones, and subse-
quently approved three 
motions, which include 

a financing agreement, 
and notices of assess-
ment regarding the 
Eastern Light Distilling 
project.

The court approved 
the appointments of 
Porter Dailey and 
Brandon Hamilton to 
the Morehead-Rowan 
County Airport Board; 
awarded the Rock Fork 
Bridge project to Stegall 
General Contracting, 
LLC, for bridge con-
struction, in the amount 
of $87,500.00, but before 
construction begins Ste-
gall must be certified 
by the state, if not cer-
tified, the court will go 
to the next bid that was 
received; approved the 
quote from Angie’s Buds 

and Blooms regarding 
landscaping at EMS 
Station 2; and approved 
the hiring of an individ-
ual to the Rowan County 
Road Department.

The court approved 
the 1st reading of a 
budget amendment, 
in the amount of 
$1,042,214.84; approved 
the County Treasur-
er’s annual settlement; 
approved the budget 
transfers; approved the 
Quarterly and Monthly 
Financial Statements; 
and approved the con-
sideration of monthly 
bills, including the coun-
ty funded non-profit fi-
nancial statements.

Before going into 
closed session, the court 

approved the 1st read-
ing of the 2026 motor 
vehicle/watercraft tax 
rate, at 8.0cents per 
$100 of assessed value 
(no change from last 
year); approved the 2026 
real/personal property 
tax rate from the Rowan 
County Board of Health, 
at 4.5cents per $100 
of assessed value (no 
change from last year); 
and approved the 2027 
motor vehicle/watercraft 
tax rate, at 4.5cents per 
$100 of assessed value.

The meeting then 
went into closed session 
and was subsequently 
adjourned following the 
session, with committee 
meetings held directly 
afterwards.

Photo courtesy of Rowan County Senior High School Facebook page
Rowan County Senior High School FFA members had an incredible experience attending FFA Camp at the Carol Martin 
Gatton Kentucky FFA Leadership Training Center! Throughout the week, students developed their leadership skills, built 
lasting friendships with FFA members from across Kentucky, and embraced the values of teamwork, service, and personal 
growth.
To top off an amazing week, the Vikings proudly earned the title of Kickball Champions! Their teamwork, determination, 
and Viking spirit were on full display both on and off the field.
Congratulations to all of the RCSHS FFA members for representing Rowan County with pride and excellence. We are so 
proud of the way you led, competed, and made memories that will last a lifetime!  Way to go, Vikings!


