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COMMAUNITY

Legisiative Update

Representative Richard
White

Road and infrastruc-

ture proposals move

With the next state
budget now in the Sen-
ate’s possession for its
consideration, the House
continued its work on the
measures that will shape
Kentucky’s long-term in-
frastructure investments.
Lawmakers focused on
bills and resolutions that
establish the funding
framework for the state’s
six-year roadmap for con-
structing and maintaining
roads, bridges, and other
critical transportation in-
frastructure. These mea-
sures also include support
for important projects at
the city and county level
while outlining the final
four years of Kentucky’s
six-year road plan, ensur-
ing communities across
the Commonwealth can
plan for improvements
that keep people and com-
merce moving safely and
efficiently.

During the second week
of March, we approved HB
502, a $4.2 billion proposal
that includes 617 projects
in communities across the
Commonwealth. The mea-
sure is a strong response
to the decrease in gas tax
revenue and takes a stra-
tegic approach to mak-
ing sure that every dollar
makes the biggest impact.
The bill includes $420 mil-
lion for pavement repairs
on interstates and state

highways, and $900 mil-
lion for bridge improve-
ments. It also continues
the commitment to fund
major projects on the
Mountain Parkway, I-69,
and the Brent Spence
Bridge.

To determine which
projects were funded in
HB 502, the plan relies

heavily on the SHIFT
(Strategic Highway In-
vestment Formula for

Tomorrow). The formula
applies to all transpor-
tation funding that 1is
not prioritized by other
means, including mainte-
nance work, local govern-
ment projects, and those
with dedicated federal
funding. The SHIFT pro-
cess starts with local and
state transportation lead-
ers 1dentifying potential
projects, which are then
run through criteria that
include safety, congestion,
economic growth, benefit/
cost, asset management,
and resiliency. SHIFT is
also used for local road
planning, in which case
non-motorized mobility -
like bicycles and scooters
- is also considered.

The road plan repre-
sents a multi-billion-dol-
lar investment in Ken-
tucky’s transportation
infrastructure, requiring
careful planning. To man-
age this effectively, the
plan is organized in six-
year windows, allowing
lawmakers to prioritize
projects, coordinate fund-
ing, and address the most

critical needs across the
state. As part of this effort,
the House approved HJR
75, which lays out the fi-
nal four years of the next
six-year plan. The plan
schedules total appropria-
tions of $3.98 billion in
FY 2029, $4.98 billion in
FY 2030, $5.4 billion in
FY 2031, and $9.7 billion
in FY 2032. This provides
a structured, forward-
looking approach to main-
taining and improving
roads across the Common-
wealth.

Lawmakers also ap-
proved HB 501, the op-
erating budget for the
programs and services
offered by the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet.
The bill also provides
cities and counties road
funding through the Lo-
cal Assistance Road Pro-
gram (LARP). In the first
fiscal year, the measure
provides $68.2 million,
with $28.6 million set
aside for the second year.
A resolution that details
how the first year’s pay-
ment of $68.2 million will
be spent, HJR 76 also
cleared the House.

This represents a sig-
nificant increase from cur-
rent funding levels. LARP
received $23.8 million in
Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 and
$19.9 million in FY 2025,
while the proposed FY
2027 funding would ex-
ceed those two years com-
bined. To put it simply,
this would allow many
more local roads across

the Commonwealth to be
resurfaced. Since the pro-
gram began, funding has
generally limited projects
to roads rated a 10, and
occasionally a few rated 9.
HJR 76 includes funding
for projects rated 8,9, and
10. The additional invest-
ment would allow more
deteriorating roads to be
repaired before conditions
worsen further.

To make the most of ev-
ery dollar, we passed HB
622, which would create a
pilot program to evaluate
the use of “chip seal” sur-
face treatment on county
gravel roads. Beginning
July 1, 2026, and running
through June 30, 2030,
the Department of Rural
and Municipal Aid would
oversee the project. Chip
seal is less expensive to
install and the pilot pro-
gram will give us an op-
portunity to measure its
benefits against potential
drawbacks.

Overall, this is a solid
plan. This is particularly
important considering de-
clining revenue from Ken-
tucky’s motor fuels tax
— the primary source of
funding for road projects.
Not only have we experi-
enced a decline because
of the increase in hybrid
and electric vehicles, but
the tax rate has also gone
down. The motor fuels
tax 1s adjusted each year
based on the average
wholesale price of gaso-
line. When gas prices go
up, the tax rate increases;

when prices fall, the rate
decreases. Under this
formula, the tax dropped
from 27.8 cents per gallon
in FY 2025 to 26.4 cents
per gallon in FY 2026 as
fuel prices declined.

This legislation now
goes to the Senate for
consideration. We will
continue our work on it
in conference committee
before session adjourns.
As a reminder, the House
version of the state’s two-
year, $31.56 billion budget
plan went to the Senate in
late February. The bill,
HB 500, reflects a com-
mitment to Kentucky’s
core priorities while main-
taining a responsible,
forward-looking approach
to spending. It includes
an increase in per-pupil
education funding and
continues strong support
for essential services such
as Family Resource and
Youth Service Centers,
Medicaid, juvenile justice,
corrections, and programs
serving veterans.

At the same time, the
plan looks for opportuni-
ties to make government
more efficient and effec-
tive. It encourages the
state to streamline op-
erations by trimming out-
dated programs, eliminat-
ing duplicate grants and
incentives, and reducing
unnecessary administra-
tive costs and consulting
contracts. A 3% reduc-

tion in executive branch
spending each year is in-
cluded, while agencies are
given flexibility to deter-
mine where savings can
be achieved. By focusing
resources on programs
that deliver results and
right-sizing government
operations, the plan helps
free up funding to better
serve Kentucky families
and communities.

The budget also respon-
sibly addresses employee
benefits by funding the
Kentucky Employees
Health Plan (KEHP) at
actuarially  determined
levels. It accounts for
projected cost increases
of 14% in the first year
and 10% in the second.
Lawmakers continue to
seek greater transparency
surrounding these esti-
mates and other executive
branch budget proposals,
including requesting ad-
ditional data and issuing
subpoenas to better un-
derstand the rising costs
of the health plan.

As always, I can be
reached anytime through
the toll-free message line
in Frankfort at 1-800-372-
7181. You can also contact
me via email at Richard.
White@kylegislature.gov
and keep track through
the Kentucky legislature’s
website at legislature.
ky.gov.

NOTICE

SMQ KY, Inc., 545 Madision Point Dr., Lexington, KY 40515 hereby declares

its intention(s) to apply for a NQ Retail Malt Beverage no later than March 31,
2026. The licensed premises will be located at 7385 US Highway 60 W, Morehead,
KY 40351 doing business as Fin-Fur & Feathers. The owner is Ali Hassan of 545
Madision Point Dr., Lexington, KY 40515. Any person, association, corporation, or
body politic may protest the granting of the license by writing the Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control, 500 Mero Street, 2NE33, Frankfort, KY 40601, within
thirty (30) days of the date of legal publication.

Published in the Rowan County News 03.19.26

NOTICE

The Rowan County Board of Elections
will hold inspection of voting of
machines on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, at
9 a.m. in the Rowan County Clerk's
office. The public is invited to attend.

Request for Qualifications
Rowan County Fiscal Court
Amphitheater Project

The Rowan County Fiscal Court will be accepting statements of qualifications for
the Rowan County Fiscal Court Amphitheater Project for professional Architectural
services. Firms interested in applying should visit www.gwadd.org/rfps-public-
comment or contact Benjamin Birchfield at (606) 780-0090, ext. 2201 or email
Benjamin.birchfield@ky.gov for the full Request for Qualifications. Statements of
qualifications must be received by 3:30 PM local time by Tuesday, April 7th, 2026.

The Rowan County Fiscal Court reserves the right to reject any and all responses,
to waive any technicalities, and to negotiate with the respondent who most nearly
meets the project requirements. The Rowan County Fiscal Court is not responsible
or liable for any costs incurred by the consultants replying to this request. The
Rowan County Fiscal Court is an equal opportunity employer and encourages re-
sponses from all qualified firms. Kentucky Relay Service for the hearing and speech

impaired: 1-800-648-6056.

Published in the Rowan County News on 03.19.26

Kentucky Sales
Manager

Presenting for:
Senior Director’s
Regional Director’s
Training Director’s
Data Entry Jobs

WANTE

To Recruit Distributor’s for
National Health, Wellness
and Weight Loss Company
Unlimited Income Potential

Group Presentation and
applications accepted

Thursday, March 19th
6:00 pm, Room C
Carl Perkins Center
Morehead, Kentucky
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RETIREMENT

ARE YOU RETIRING OR HAVE YOU

RETIRED?

WANT TO ROLL OVER YOUR IRA

OR 401K AND PAY NO TAXES OR

DO YOU HAVE FUNDS THAT ARE
NOT WORKING FOR YOU?

DO YOU NEED AN INCOME
WITHOUT TOUCHING THE

PRINCIPLE?

BE THE BOSS OF YOUR
RETIREMENT, PUT YOUR MONEY
TO WORK FOR YOU WITH UP TO

8% INTEREST!

FOR A PERSONAL AND
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT:

CALL JIM AT 606-683-2104
CELL: 859-948-4376
EMAIL: gatesjimmie@yahoo.com

WHO YOU GONNA CALL???
INTEREST BUSTER!!!

WHO YOU GONNA CALL???
INTEREST BUSTER!!!

WHO YOU GONNA CALL???
INTEREST BUSTER
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