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Answers on Page 9

SOLAR,
			     — Continued from Page One

expressed his compa-
ny’s desire to be a good, 
corporate neighbor.

“I’m the develop-
ment director with the 
company,” he told the 
court last Monday. “I’ve 
been before you all, 
and engaged with you 
all for over six years. 
I know some of you 
have known me all that 
time.”

“We’re here specifi-
cally to talk to you all, 
let you know about the 
measures we’ve taken 
to address some of the 
recent traffic concerns 
over in the project area 
as the construction is 
going on,” Van Meter 
said. 

“Over seven years 
ago…our first leases 
on this project were 
signed,” he said. “Ever 
since that time, we have 
been engaged with the 
county and with our 
neighbors. That engage-
ment has taken various 
forms. I’ve been be-
fore you all numerous 
times.”

Van Meter said his 
company has attempted 
to be receptive to any 
issues which may have 
arisen as the con-
struction process has 
evolved.

One concern led to 
a proposed substa-
tion connected to the 
project being moved, 
Van Meter said, and in 
another situation the 
placement of some solar 
panels was changed.

“Along the way, we 
have spoken with other 
neighboring landown-
ers,” he said. “The list 

is pretty lengthy of the 
neighbors that we’ve 
tried to engage with 
along with addressing 
the concerns this body 
(fiscal court) has had 
along the way.”

Van Meter said a 
public meeting about 
the project was held in 
August of 2020, “which 
was prior to filing our 
application with the 
Kentucky Siting Board.”

“Right around that 
same time we had a sig-
nificant informational 
forum,” he told the 
court. “We had experts 
of all different kinds 
come in and answer 
questions from people 
in the community.” 

“All this time, we 
were taking in infor-
mation (and) trying to 
respond to concerns 
that our neighbors have 
had,” Van Meter said. 

Van Meter specifical-
ly addressed “the traffic 
issue” at and near the 
construction site. 

“I know that the 
sheriff has been deal-
ing with it,” he said. 
“We’re trying to ad-
dress that. Safety is the 
most important thing 
on our list every day, 
every meeting we have, 
everything in our com-
pany is about safety. 
And then on top of that, 
we just obviously want 
to keep you from hav-
ing to deal with calls all 
the time.”

Russell County 
Judge Executive Randy 
Marcum and Sheriff 
Derek Polston said both 
of their offices have 
received calls about 

traffic (especially large 
trucks) in and around 
the construction area.

“We appreciate you 
cooperating with us, 
and helping us try to 
figure out what the so-
lutions to that are,” Van 
Meter said. “The main 
thing we’ve done…and 
this was there previ-
ously…is there’s ben 
some signs posted, 
I believe Magistrate 
(Steve) Richardson has 
had some signs posted 
out there…and we’ve 
also had some flaggers 
deployed where there’s 
construction traffic 
coming up.”

Other officials in-
volved in the construc-
tion spoke to the court, 
and explained mea-
sures being taken to 
address any concerns.

Magistrates men-
tioned concerns about 
construction traffic, 
and a report about a 
damage fence-which 
has apparently been 
repaired. 

Judge Marcum said 
calls about construction 
site issues “have kind 
of gone away” after im-
proved communication 
efforts were initiated.

Sheriff Polston said 
he his office has fielded 
complaints, and ac-
tually has deputies 
conduct extra patrols in 
the area.

An estimated 300 
workers are on the site 
every day, and ENGIE 
officials said they have 
made everyone on the 
site aware of concerns.

Members of the Russell County Fiscal Court, ENGIE North America officials, and people 
associated with the Mt. Olive Creek Solar Project posed with a symbolic check to 
represent a $20,000 donation made to the county’s recent Bicentennial Celebration.


