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Fleming Gounty author releases The Final Word:
ATI'IIB AGG(IIIIII of Murder and Redemption

but I quickly picked my-
self up and got to work
to do what I was meant
to do.

In my ignorance I had
thought that if someone
had a good story that
was all 1t took for a pub-
lishing company to take
notice of your manu-
script and the door for
a book to be published
would be opened. 1
learned quickly that is
not at all how it works.
I had a compelling story
yes and written it to the

Mt. Olivet Police

cont. from pg. 3

Mount Olivet will contin-
ue to thrive in the years
ahead.

Thank you again for the
opportunity to serve this

remarkable community. I
wish you, the City Coun-
cil, and all the citizens of
Mount Olivet continued
success and prosperity.

Chief Charles R. Black-
mar, Jr.

Chief of Police, City of
Mount Olivet, Kentucky”

“I was the one to be
called upon in the night
for reasons I do not
know and compelled to
follow my God through
places I could never
have imagined. I would

best of my abilities, yet
I quickly found out that
was not enough to even
just be able to submit
my manuscript to a pub-
lisher. I had nothing the

become a part of some-
thing so overwhelm-
ingly grotesque and
foul but, yet, laden with
such beauty and power
that I could not look
away."

The Final Word: A
True Account of Murder
and Redemption begins
with author Jenny Tay-
lor's midnight prayer
for her father's salva-
tion and expands into
an intricately woven
story of murder, fraught
family history, and dan-
gerous confrontations
with family and strang-
ers. Jenny not only ends
up face-to-face with her
dad's murderer in a
Tennessee courthouse,
but through a humbling
experience she is also
called to forgive the
man who brutally took
her father's life. This
memoir is rich with
bold characters, South-
ern roots, and unforget-
table events that expose
the horrors and glory of
this tale.

“I was jolted awake
during the night of
February 12, 2011, by
a commanding feeling
of urgency to pray for
my dad. There in the
darkness of my room,
God revealed to me my
dad was going to die —
but I was not told how
soon or by what means
his life would end. In
the midst of that mid-
night prayer, I was
also asked a question:
“Would you be thankful
no matter what?” The
following day, my dear
father, Junior Taylor,
was brutally murdered
in his home in Tennes-
see, which was then
set on fire to cover up
the crime. That ques-
tion would both haunt
and challenge me to my
very core. It would be-
come unshakable from
the events that were
to take place along the
vile journey I was called
upon to take.

Two and a half years
later, inside the Coffee
County Courthouse, the
end of this life-altering

journey came into sight
as I stood face-to-face
with the man who so
gruesomely stole my fa-
ther’s life. It was there
that I miraculously saw
forgiveness take form
and hover over the
murderer as God spoke
to him through me.”
Jenny Taylor’s The
Final Word is an intri-
cately woven, deeply
personal story of love,
incomprehensible evil,
beauty, the surety of
God, and the undeni-
able power of forgive-
ness when extending
grace seems impossible.
Author Jenny Taylor
resides in rural north-
east Kentucky, living
on a producing farm co-
owned with her sons.
She has experience in a
wide array of jobs from
housekeeping to work-
ing for a public defense
attorney, but her pas-
sions are for her faith,
farming, and volunteer-
ing however she can.
Jenny remarks, “My
two sons and I have
been a part of the
Flemingsburg commu-
nity for 2 years now, af-
ter being homeless all
across this nation for
several months, joined
by a 600lb. sow, and
my best dairy goats,
along with some chick-
ens, all in a desperate
search of acceptance
and a chance. It was as
a modern-day Grapes
of Wrath from west to
east though, we are
from TN originally, but
our journey of survival
began in the mountains
of northern CA. Our
time of homelessness
and how we got here is
an incredible story in

Jenny Taylor

itself. A miracle really
and funny for sure!”

She continues, “My
sons, Travis and Jacob
Finney, and I live on
a growing dairy goat
farm, Forever Yours
Farm, with hopes of it
becoming a thriving,
productive goat milk
producer. Clean, rich
goat milk is the best
and so good for you.”

Regarding her novel,
she remarks, “The Fi-
nal Word is a story that
centers around the bru-
tal murder of my dear
father Junior Taylor,
but it is far more than
an account of that hor-
rific event. The real
heart of The Final
Word is of the power of
forgiveness, how real
our God 1s, Southern
roots, and that beauty
truly can come out of
the ugliest of times.”

She continues, “I am
a first-time published
author who knew noth-
ing of the publishing
world, so this has been
quite a journey for me
to say the least. I origi-
nally had handwritten
this book in a notebook
for my children to have
as a way to remember
who their Papa was
and to never lose sight
of how great God is.
But after some time, it
became very apparent
to me that this power-
ful story was meant to
be known far beyond
just my family.

The thought of others
reading such personal,
intimate details about
my family and seeing
my heart was scary to
me and I actually cried
when I felt God's lead-
ing for it to be published

publishing world looked
for, no money, no name
for myself, no social me-
dia, and no book agent.
I do have determination
though and the will to
do what my God tells
me to do, but to tell you
the truth, both ran ter-
ribly thin with constant
rejections regularly
pouring in. Finally, af-
ter more than a year,
Wipf and Stock Publish-
ers saw the value and
importance of The Final
Word and told me it was
a story that had to be
told. I definitely agreed.

So here we are, a year
later after publication
and the work is still
not done. This book is
published and beautiful
yes, but it's just sitting
in a warehouse not be-
ing read. My hopes and
prayers for this book is
that people all across
the country and beyond
will read this story and
it will minister to them,
encourage them, bless
them in life changing

ways.”
Regarding Jenny’s
novel, Hank Graeser,

author of Still on the
Way: A Father’s Jour-
ney to Hope, praises, “A
dream portends the vio-
lent storm that threat-
ens to swamp the boat
of Taylor’s life when her
beloved father is mur-
dered. The reader will-
ing to brave the storm
that ensues and hold on
with her through chaos,
trauma, and uncertain-
ty will see the master
she loves speak ‘Peace,
be still.” Through a mi-
raculous, surreal act
of forgiveness to the
murderer, the storm 1is
stilled, and she can live
on.”

To order Jenny Tay-
lor’s novel The Final
Word: A True Account
of Murder and Redemp-
tion, contact your favor-
ite bookseller or order
directly from the pub-
lisher, via www.wip-
fandstock. com, phone
(541)844-1528, or e-
mail at orders@wip-
fandstock.com.

Local teacher shares collegiate
experience, encourages others
to get involved

Charity Dow, a gradu-
ate of Maysville Commu-
nity and Technical Col-
lege, 1s returning to the
classroom this fall—but
this time, she’ll be lead-
ing the lessons.

Dow completed her as-
sociate in applied science
and associate in art in
May 2024, shortly before
transferring to Morehead
State University (MSU)
to pursue a Bachelor of
Arts in Elementary Edu-
cation.

“I chose MCTC for the
affordability and close
distance to home,” Dow
said.

Because of the college’s
proximity to home, Dow
completed her field expe-
rience hours at a school
district she loved and
now works there full-
time.

Along the way, she de-
veloped close relation-
ships with her profes-
sors—who  encouraged
and pushed her to fur-
ther her education.

“Building relationships
with your professors can
make a huge difference
in your collegiate experi-
ence. They can become
some of your greatest
supporters,” she re-
marked.

As she enters the teach-
ing career, Dow noted the
importance of not being
afraid to connect with
your instructors.

“Answer questions dur-
ing lectures, participate

in labs, see professors
during office hours, and
show that you're interest-
ed in learning,” she said.

Additionally, Dow en-
courages current and
prospective students at
MCTC to get involved in
organizations on cam-
pus—highlighting her
own experience in that
area.

“I was a member of Phi
Theta Kappa, which pro-
vided me with resources
that helped me further
my education at MSU,”
she said.

Being involved in stu-
dent organizations can
help foster relationships
with classmates, increase
your skills and knowl-
edge, and potentially se-
cure future opportunities
with four-year universi-
ties, or employers.

For more information
on programs at MCTC, go
to https://maysville.kctcs.
edu.

About MCTC

Maysville Community
and Technical College is
a two-year college that
has been serving the re-
gion since 1968. As part of
the Kentucky Community
and Technical College
System, MCTC provides
education and  train-
ing close to where people
live and work. To learn
more about the programs
of study at MCTC, visit
www.maysville.kctcs.edu.

Case No: 24-P-00016
In Re; The Estate of Paul Russell Ridner

Determine Heirs.

Hon. Andrea N. Bussell
Warning Order Attorney
Bussell Law Firm

106 E Main Street
Carlisle, KY 40311
606-401-2049

LEGAL NOTICE

NICHOLAS COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT, KENTUCKY

TO: Unknown Heirs, Legatees, Devisees, Beneficiaries, of Paul Russell Ridner.

You are hereby notified that you have been named as a party in a civil action
filed in Robertson Circuit Court, Kentucky. The action is filed a Motion to

I, Hon. Andrea N. Bussell, a regular practicing attorney in Robertson County,
have been appointed as Warning Order Attorney to notify you of the nature
and pendency of this action. Please be advised that you are deemed summoned
on the 30th day after the entry of my warning order and this action may then
proceed with or without your participation.

Should you wish to defend this action, or if you are under any legal disability
preventing such defense, it is imperative that such facts be made of record in
the case and any contemplated action taken as soon as possible. Your prompt
response to this notice is crucial. Please contact me at your earliest convenience
to discuss this matter further using the information below.

Published in the Carlisle Mercury 11.04 & 11.11 of 2026

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
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Garrett’s Furniture

“The area’s best value in
quality home furnishings

West Main Street

since 1952”

Carlisle, KY

9-289-2308
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Buying or Selling..

atl me firdt!

Reopening March 14th

Friday 1pm to 5pm, Saturday
10am to 5 pm

Ann’s Variety

26 Cherry Lane, Salt Lick, KY
(1/2 mile from BP Station)

Furniture, Collectibles, Usable Antiques

Variety of Everything

Hours: Thursday 1pm to 5pm,

Specials throu
the store!

606-207-5155

'ghout

Installing 40-year metal,
shingle roofs, and all roof
repairs with a wide range of
colors to choose from.

14 years of

THE ROOFER

(606)210-1991 - Leave a message for Eli
* FREE ESTIMATES *

Pole Barns, Decks,
& Additions
All interior and
exterior home repairs

experience.

HOURS:
Mon-Wed 9-5
Thurs 9-7

Fri 9-5; Sat 9-4

Flemingsburg, Ky 41041

7609 Morehead Rd

Swartz Construction &
Tree Removal Inc.

o Bath and Surrounding Counties o
o Specializing in Tree Removal & Trimming « Fully Insured
o Free Estimates o State Certified « We grind stumps

Mike Swartz
Owner
Cell: (606)210-3049

P.O. Box 39
Olympia, KY 40358
Home: (606)674-3960
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(859) 289-6888
8355 Maysville Rd.

www.allisonsgifts.com
allisonsconcrete@hotmail.com

Carlisle, Kentucky 40311

g/YLike us on

Darvin’s Small
Engine Repair

“Can Pick Up & Deliver”
5607 Moorefield Rd. ¢ Carlisle, KY

859-473-3281
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. Oil Changes ° Brake Serwces ,

719 Elizaville Ave., Flemingsburg



