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OBITUARIES

KRISTIE NELL CARPENTER CHRISTOPHER

ARDITH KAY RUBLE MANN

Kristie Nell Carpenter

Christopher, 55, passed
away November 8, 2026,
at her residence. She was
born in Nicholas Coun-
ty on June 30, 1971, to
Wanda Crawford Carpen-
ter and the late Clarence

‘Sonny’ Carpenter.

She was a Nicholas
County Graduate and a
caregiver. She is survived
by her husband Allen
Christopher, three sons,
Jacob Christopher, Rich-
mond, Ky, Kyle Christo-
pher and Luke Christo-
pher, both of Mt. Sterling,
Ky, two stepsons, Steven
(Ruby) Christopher, Mt.
Sterling, Ky and Allen
Christopher dJr., North
Carolina, six step-grand-
children, she is also sur-
vived by her mother Wan-
da Crawford Carpenter,
three brothers, Jeff Car-
penter, Terry Carpenter
and Ricky(Gwen) Car-
penter, three nieces and
one nephew, also an aunt
Amanda McElfresh.

She was preceded in
death by her father Clar-
ence ‘Sonny Carpenter,
an aunt, Wilma Craw-
ford, her paternal grand-
parents, Clarence and
Nellie Carpenter, her
maternal grandparents,
Henry and Erva Craw-
ford and an Aunt Mary
Plummer.

A Celebration of Life
will be held at 2 pm. on
Thursday November 12,
2026, at Carlisle-Clark
Funeral Home with Bro.
Kenny Robinson, who
is officiating. Visitation
Thursday 12 — 2 pm.
Carlisle-Clark  Funeral
Home in charge of ar-
rangements

COMMUNITY

Mount Olivet Police Chief Charles R. Blackmar,
Jr. announces Notice of Retirement

By Michael A. Clary
KyNewsGroup

michael@kynewsgroup.com

Mount Olivet Police
Chief Charles R. Black-
mar, Jr. announced on
Monday, Nov. 9, 2026, on
the City of Mount Olivet
Police Department-Ken-
tucky Facebook page his
Notice of Retirement.

The post reads as fol-
lows,

“November 4, 2026

The Honorable dJenny
Whalen

Mayor, City of Mount
Olivet, Mount Olivet,
Kentucky

Subject: Notice of Re-
tirement

Dear Mayor Whalen,

Please accept this letter
as my official notice of re-
tirement from my position
as Chief of Police for the
City of Mount Olivet. My
last active workday will
be November 24, 2026,
after which I will be on
approved leave until my
official retirement date of
January 1, 2027.

It has been one of the

greatest honors of my ca-
reer to serve the citizens
of Mount Olivet and to
have had the opportunity
to establish and lead a
law enforcement depart-
ment for this community
after the city had been
without local law enforce-
ment services for approx-
imately eleven years. Be-
ing entrusted with this
responsibility and help-
ing build a department
dedicated to public safe-
ty, professionalism, and
service has been both a
challenge and a privilege
that I will always cher-
ish.

I am deeply grateful
to the people of Mount
Olivet for their support,
trust, and encourage-
ment throughout my ten-
ure. Their commitment to
making this community a
safe and welcoming place
has been an inspiration.

I would also like to ex-
tend my sincere appreci-
ation to the Mount Olivet
City Council for their
support and partnership
as we worked together to
strengthen public safety
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Kenny Hunt 606-776-4133

Tyler Carpenter 606-748-7348

and serve the needs of
our community:

Most importantly,
I want to thank you,
Mayor Whalen, for your
leadership, vision, and
dedication to the City of
Mount Olivet. Your com-
mitment to the future of
this city and your stead-
fast support of the police
department have been
instrumental in the prog-
ress we have achieved. I
am grateful for the con-
fidence you placed in me
and for the opportunity
to serve under your ad-

ministration.
As T conclude my law
enforcement career, I

do so with pride in what
we have accomplished
together and with con-
fidence that the City of

Mt. Olivet Police

cont. on pg. 6

Ardith Kay  Ruble
Mann, 69, wife of Paul
Wayne Mann, passed

away Thursday, Novem-
ber 5, 2026 at her home in
Nicholas County.

Born May 31, 1957 in
Nicholas County to the
late Arthur Maxwell &
Helen Jean Vanlanding-
ham Ruble, she was a
1975 graduate of Nicho-
las County High School,

Jockey International and
Bluegrass Office Supply,
a retiree of Bullard in
Cynthiana, and a long-
time member of Blue
Licks Christian Church.
Kay had the exception-
al good luck of winning
tickets to many concerts
and enjoyed attending
them with her friends.
She loved cooking and
talking, and was game
for any adventure. Ev-
ery kind of animal was
drawn to Kay, and she
genuinely loved them all.

Additional survivors in-
clude a son, Brent Mann;
2 grandsons, Quenton
Allen Pratt (Bella Bur-
gess) and Ayden James
Lukins; a great-grand-
daughter, Luella Pratt;
a sister-in-law, dJolene
Ruble; a niece, Polly Jean
Ruble (Stan Morris); a
great-niece and 3 great-
nephews: Neveah Bowles

Bowles, Mason Bowles
& Dillon Morris; and a
great-great niece, Emory
Kitchen, along with a
large extended family.

Also preceding her in
death were a stepdaugh-
ter, Lyndsay Shay Mann;
her brother, Michael R.
Ruble; and a niece, Brit-
tany Ruble.

Services were held
11:00 A.M. Monday, No-
vember 9th at Mathers-
Gaunce Funeral Home by
Pastor Jeremy Cantrell
with burial following in
Carlisle Cemetery.

Casketbearers were
Ethan Bloomfield, Jake
Irvin, Josh Mann, Chad
Ockerman, Aaron Pope
and Matt White.

Visitation was
5:00 P.M. Sunday.

Condolences and video
tribute are available at
www.mathersgaunce.
com.

after

a former employee of (Joe Kitchen), Codie
ANTHONY SHANE BUSSELL
Born November 19, Peggy (Al) Moser, along

Anthony Shane Bussell,
55, formerly of Carlisle,
passed away Saturday,
November 7, 2026 at St.
Joseph Hospital-Mt. Ster-
ling.

Email obituaries to:
melissa@kynews-
group.com
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1970 in Nicholas County
to the late Lee Estill &
Norma Jean Hollar Bus-
sell, he worked for many

years as a plumber,
most recently at Patriot
Plumbing

He is survived by his
former wife and special
friend, Cheri Turner; 3
brothers, Charles (Lisa)
Bussell, Raymond Rob-
erts and Timmy (Rita)
Roberts; and a sister,

with a large extended
family.

Also preceding him was
a sister, Debbie Cham-
bers.

A Gathering of Fam-
ily & Friends was held
5:00-7:00 P.M. Wednes-
day, November 11th at
Mathers-Gaunce Funeral

Home.
Condolences may be
left at www.mathers-

gaunce.com.

ROBERTSON COUNTY KENTUCKY SUMMARY ADVERTISEMENT OF

A SECOND READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCES
01-002 AND FISCAL COURT REVISIONS OF AUGUST 24, 2020. AN ORDI-
NANCE RELATING TO THE IMPOSITION AND ADMINISTRATION OF A
NET PROFIT AND/OR OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE REQUIREMENTS, AND
PAYMENT OF A NET PROFIT AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE TAX BY
PERSONS AND BUSINESS ENTITIES CONDUCTING BUSINESSES, TRADES,
OCCUPATIONS, AND PROFESSIONS WITHIN THE COUNTY OF ROBERT-
SON, KENTUCKY. THIS SECOND READING SHALL TAKE PLACE NOVEM-
BER 20, 2026, AT 10AM, AT THE ROBERTSON COUNTY COMMUINITY
CENTER, LOCATED AT 120 PINHOOK ROAD, MOUNT OLIVET, KY 41064.

WHEREAS, THE ROBERTSON COUNTY FISCAL COURT DESIRES TO
COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF KRS 67.750 TO 67.795 AND THE
"HOME RULE" AND DEEMS IT NECESSARY AND DESIRABLE THAT CER-
TAIN CHANGES BE MADE TO EXISTING ORDINANCES IMPOSING NET
PROFIT TAX AND OCCUPATIONAL

TAX AND YEARLY OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE TAX WITHIN THE
COUNTY OF ROBERTSON, AND SO THAT THE ASSESSMENT AND PAY-
MENT OF ANY NET PROFIT (1.5%) AND OCCUPATIONAL TAX (2%) AND
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE TAX ($100) CAN BE ADMINISTERED MORE
EFFICIENTLY.

AN AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 01-02, WHICH WAS INITIALLY AD-
OPTED ON OR ABOUT MARCH 26, 2001, IMPOSING AN OCCUPATIONAL
TAX AND NET PROFIT TAX AND AN UNRECORDED ORIDINANCE OF
FISCAL COURT ACTION ON OR ABOUT AUGUST 24, 2020, RELATING TO
EXTINGUSHING THE NET PROFIT

TAX FOR A YEARLY LICENSE TAX ARE HEREBY DEEMED NULL ON
VOID ON OR ABOUT DECEMBER 31, 2026, AND THIS NEWLY MODIFIED,
APPROVED, AND ADOPTED OCCUPATIONAL TAX AND NET PROFIT
TAX ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE ITS PLACE AND EFFECT ON JANUARY 1,
2027.

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT IN SUMMARY, WHEREIN, THE FULL TEXT
AND COPY OF THE ORDINANCE CAN BE FOUND AT THE ROBERTSON
COUNTY JUDGE EXECUTIVE’S OFFICE, BETWEEN MONDAY AND
FRIDAY, 9:00 A.M. TO 4 PM. (WEDNESDAY 9:00 A.M. TO NOON ONLY).
TELEPHONE 606-724-5615

Published in the Carlisle Mercury 11.04.26 and 11.11.26

National Collection Week.

Operation Christmas Child Drop Off Location
Locust Grove Baptist Church

During the week of November 16th-23rd, Locust Grove Baptist Church will be serving
as a Drop-Off location collecting shoebox gifts during Operation Christmas Child’s

Families, churches, groups, and individuals are encouraged to fill empty shoeboxes
with fun new toys, school supplies and hygiene items. For more information on items
to include and how to participate in Operation Christmas Child, visit samaritanspurse.
org/occ. Participants can donate $10 per shoebox gift online through “Follow Your
Box” and receive a tracking label to discover its destination.

Once you have prepared your shoebox, you can drop it off at Locust Grove Baptist
Church during one of the times listed below.

Locust Grove Baptist Church
1999 Locust Grove Baptist Church

Carlisle, KY 40311

Questions: Email Karen Mills at karenmills02@gmail.com or text/call

859-533-7234

OPERATING HOURS:

Monday, Nov. 18th: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 19th: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 20th: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 21st: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 22nd: 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 23rd: 9 a.m. —12:00 p.m
Sunday, Nov. 24th: 12:00-4:00 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 25th: 1:00-3:00 p.m.
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The Carlisle Mercury is published weekly (every Wednesday) by
News Group of Kentucky, Inc. d/b/a The Carlisle Mercury, 605
Moorefield., Carlisle, KY 40311. Periodicals Postage are paid at

Carlisle, KY 40311

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Rowan County
News, PO. Box 272, Carlisle, KY 40311

Members of Kentucky Press Association
The International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors
Subscription Rates
$30 for year in Nicholas County, $40 elsewhere is Kentucky
and $45 out of state. Subscriptions include sales tax where ap-
plicable. All subscriptions payable in advance.

WE ENCOURAGE LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Carlisle Mercury welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must be signed
and include a daytime phone number for confirmation. Unconfirmed
letters and unsigned letters will not be published. Phone numbers are not
published. We reserve the right to deny publication of letters and to edit
letters for content. A $20.00 fee for any political or endorsement letter to
editor will need to be paid upfront when letter to editor is submitted.

If the author of any letter to editor request for letter to be published on our
Facebook page there will be a $10.00 charge before published. The deadline
for letters to the editor is 5 p.m. Friday.

Send letters to: Editor, The Carlisle Mercury
P.O. Box 272 Carlisle, KY 40311
Letters may also be emailed to: melissa@kynewsgroup.com
However if email is used, the sender should call 859-289-6425 to confirm
that the letter was received.

HOW TO REACH US
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 272, Carlisle, KY 40311
Phone: 859-289-6425
For news email: melissa@kynewsgroup.com
For advertising email:
petrea@kynewsgroup.com or melissa@kynewsgroup.com

DEADLINES: Editorial copy deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Advertising copy with proof
deadline 5 p.m. Friday, advertising copy without proof, 10 a.m. Friday. Classified adver-

tising deadline 10 a.m. Tuesday.

PHOTOS/ELECTRONIC ADVERTISING: Color, black and white and digital photos
are accepted. Digital photos should be submitted in the jpg format and can be emailed.

Old photos will be accepted at any time. Please do not submit newspaper clippings

or photocopies. Photos may be picked up after they are published in the newspaper.
Electronic Advertising must be submitted in pdf format and can be emailed to petrea@

kynewsgroup.com.

LEGAL ADVERTISING: Font-Arial, Size 7/8 Deadline 5 p.m. Friday
All submitted copy must be signed and include a daytime phone number.

The Carlisle Mercury reserves the right to reject any submission to this newspaper.

While it is the policy of this paper to print as much local material as possible it is neces-
sary to retain this right. We reserve the right to edit any submitted editorial material.
The publication reserves the right to use the word Advertising at any time management
feels it is appropriate.

Advertisers assume responsibility for advertising content and shall hold without claim
The Carlisle Mercury for advertising published. The publisher is not liable for verbal or
telephone materials taken with the intent of publishing. Any legal fees, collection costs

or related chages will be the responsibility of the advertiser. Ad copy requests must
come from the client/advertiser in order to be submitted to any other publications.




