
P.O. Box 39
Olympia, KY 40358

Home: (606)674-3960

Mike Swartz
Owner
Cell: (606)210-3049

Swartz Construction & 
Tree Removal Inc.

• Bath and Surrounding Counties • 
• Specializing in Tree Removal & Trimming • Fully Insured

• Free Estimates • State Certified • We grind stumps

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Darvin’s Lawn
Mower Repair

Also ATV & Side-by-Sides
“Can Pick Up & Deliver”
5607 Moorefield Rd. • Carlisle, KY 

859-473-3281

Darvin’s Small 
Engine Repair

West Main Street 
Carlisle, KY

859-289-2308

Garrett’s Furniture
“The area’s best value in 

quality home furnishings 
since 1952”

Ann’s Variety
26 Cherry Lane, Salt Lick, KY

(1/2 mile from BP Station)
Furniture, Collectibles, Usable Antiques

Variety of Everything
Specials throughout 

the store!
606-207-5155

Hours: Weekends ONLY
Friday 1pm-5pm • Saturday 10am-5pm

Sunday 1pm-5pm

New Hours: Thursday 1pm to 
8pm, Friday 1pm to 8 pm, and 

Saturday 10am to 5pm

Hours: Thursday 1pm to 
5pm, Friday 1pm to 5pm, 
Saturday 10am to 5pm

Weather Permitting
Hours: Thursday 1pm to 5pm, 
Friday 1pm to 5pm, Saturday 

10am to 5 pm

Reopening March 14th

THE ROOFER
(606)210-1991 - Leave a message

12+ years of experience.

* FREE ESTIMATES *
Installing 40-year metal, 

shingle roofs, and all roof 
repairs with a wide range of 

colors to choose from. 

We do repairs on roofs 
from insurance claims!

We can also do roofs if you have 
applied for the USDA loan.

14 years of experience.

Leave a message for Eli

General Home Repairs
As well as, 

FLOOR REPAIRS!

Pole Barns, Decks, 
& Additions

All interior and 
exterior home repairs

  6- August 19, 2026	 The Carlisle Mercury� Since 1867

Want to advertise your business here?
Call Sarah at 606-209-4078.

Allen Turner
Company Inc.

All Types Roofing • Flat Systems • Metal Roofs 
All Types Flashings

859-498-6298

Fully 
Insured

Free Estimates

Raccoon Problem?
We box trap and remove! FREE OF CHARGE

COMMUNITY

funds.
The board approved 

to pay the following pay 
applications, direct pur-
chase orders, and/or in-
voices for the Nicholas 
Co. new Central Office 
project, at the discretion 
of the Superintendent: 
Momentum Construction, 
LLC - $24,346.80; MMI 
of Kentucky - $9,796.80; 
G. Scott & Assoc., Archi-
tects, PLC - $15,537.23; 
and L.E. Gregg Associ-
ates - $491.00.

The board proposed to 
approve tax rates for the 
Nicholas County Board of 
Education, including ex-
onerations, for the 2026-
2027 School Year as fol-
lows, a general fund tax 
levy of 42.7 cents on real 
property and 43.9 cents 
on personal property, 
which includes 0.2 for ex-
onerations; and approved 
the motor vehicle tax levy 
for the Nicholas County 
Board of Education, in-
cluding exonerations, for 
the 2026-2027 school year 
as follows, 55.5 cents per 
$100 in valuation, which 
is the same as last year.

The board approved the 

School Board
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declaration of an emer-
gency vacancy for the fol-
lowing certified positions, 
as no qualified applicants 
applied for the vacant po-
sition previously posted 
for the 2026-2027 school 
year, which includes 4th 
grade Teacher, HS Sci-
ence Teacher – 2 posi-
tions, MS Math Teacher 
(temporary), HS Math 
Teacher, and Gifted and 
Talented Teacher; and 
approved to hire Emer-
gency Substitute Teach-
ers, on the basis of an-
ticipated shortages of 
certified teachers and 
substitute teachers. 

The board approved 
to pay a stipend to em-
ployees who elect to 
participate in Passive 
Restraint and De-esca-
lation Training for the 
2026-2027 school year, in 
the amount of $25.00 per 
hour; approved the 2026-
2027 Master Bell Sched-
ules for NCMS, including 
the regular day schedule 
and shortened day sched-
ule, as presented; and 
approved the 2026-2027 
District Funding Assur-
ances and District Fund-
ing Assurances State-
ment.

The board approved 
the facility use request 

by the Nicholas County 
Little League Basketball/
Cheerleading to use the 
NCES gym/cafeteria for 
practices and the NCMS 
gym/concession area for 
games in the months of 
Oct. 2026 through March 
2027; and approved the 
facility use request by 
the Nicholas County 
Youth Football to use 
the NCHS football field 
for games on Aug. 22nd, 
Sept. 19th, Oct. 3rd, Oct. 
17th, and Oct. 24th.

The board approved 
the NCES school-wide 
cookie dough fundraiser 
for 2026-2027, as ap-
proved by NCES SBDM; 
approved the travel re-
quests by the Nicholas 
County FFA to attend 
the Kentucky State Fair 
on Aug. 21, 2026, in Lou-
isville, Ky., and to attend 
the Rising Sun Confer-
ence on Sept. 11-12, 2026, 
in Hardinsburg, Ky.

The board approved 
to pay a stipend for the 
2025-2026 school year 
to the Softball Conces-
sions Coordinator, in 
the amount of $1,000.00; 
approved to amend the 
2026-2027 Extracurricu-
lar Activities and Extra 
Duty salary schedule, 
making changes/addi-

tions to concessions coor-
dinators stipends, as pre-
sented; and approved a 
shortened school day for 
three students, due to a 
medical necessity, for the 
remainder of the 2026-
2027 school year.

Before adjournment, 
Principals Nikki Orazen 
and Stacey Allison spoke 
about how successful 
Redi-fest at NCES and 
the Open House at NC-
MHS were, and that they 
were very well attended.  
Athletic Director Sara 
Kiskaden remarked that 
fall sports, including vol-
leyball, football, middle 
school basketball, middle 
school football, and cross 
country are kicking off.

Supt. Faulconer re-
marked that the first few 
days of the beginning of 
the school year were go-
ing very well, and he 
spoke about the recent 
heavy thunderstorm that 
struck Nicholas County 
on Tuesday, Aug. 11, 
2026, and how well every-
one worked well together 
in keeping the students 
participating in sports 
that were still on campus 
or were off-campus, dur-
ing the storm warning.

The meeting was sub-
sequently adjourned.

Traffic Safety Checkpoint 
Announcement

The Kentucky State 
Police, Dry Ridge Post, 
and the Nicholas Coun-
ty Sheriff and City of 
Carlisle Police Depart-
ment will be conducting 
periodic traffic safety 
checkpoints throughout 
the post area. These 
checkpoints will be con-
ducted in an effort to 
enforce the traffic laws 
of the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky.  Special 
attention will be paid 
to occupant protection 
(seatbelt adherence), 
sobriety, insurance, 
and registration viola-
tions.  A complete list 
of traffic safety check-
point locations can be 
found at: 

http://kentuckystate-
police.org/post6check-
points/

Traffic Safety Check-
points are a valuable 
tool used to promote 
the safety and well-
being of the public as 
well as providing police 
with visibility and in-
teraction with the com-
munity.  Checkpoints 

are utilized throughout 
the Commonwealth to 
help promote highway 
safety.  Local police and 
county agencies may 
also assist the Ken-
tucky State Police in 
conducting these Traf-
fic Safety Checkpoints. 
All checkpoints will be 
set up in accordance 
with state law and in 
compliance with Ken-
tucky State Police poli-
cy and procedure. 

TRAFFIC 
SAFETY 

CHECKPOINT 
LOCATIONS

Below is a list of traf-
fic safety checkpoint lo-
cations. These roadway 
locations include, but 
are not limited to:

NICHOLAS 
COUNTY

• Myers Road @ 
Lake Road

• Concrete Road @ 
Jockey Park

• Moorefield Road
• Marathon Intersec-

tion

Fiscal Court discuss a wide array of topics during August meeting
By Michael A. Clary

KyNewsGroup
michael@kynewsgroup.com

Members of the Nicho-
las County Fiscal Court, 
including Judge-Exec. 
Steve Hamilton and 
County Attorney Dawn 
Letcher, met on Fri-
day, Aug. 14, 2026, at 
9:00am, at the Nicholas 
County Courthouse, for 
their regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting, which 
was broadcast live on the 
Carlisle Mercury Face-
book page.

Judge-Exec. Hamilton 
called the meeting to or-
der with a prayer; the 
Pledge of Allegiance; roll 
call with all magistrates 
present; approval of the 
minutes from the pre-
vious monthly meeting 
and special-called meet-
ing; and acknowledgment 
that the monthly depart-

mental reports had been 
received.

Representatives from 
the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Transportation 
spoke to the court re-
garding their Rural and 
Secondary Roads Pro-
gram for FY 2026-2027 
for Nicholas County, 
which includes the re-
surfacing of portions of 
KY 57 (Gravel Road/
Somerset Road) at a cost 
of $350,000.00, and KY 
1285 (East Union Road) 
at a cost of $375,000.00, 
which the court subse-
quently approved.

Judge-Exec. Hamilton 
introduced new Nicholas 
County Superintendent 
Dr. John Derek Faulcon-
er, who spoke to the court 
about the excitement 
of the 2026-2027 school 
year, and remarked how 
he felt after seeing the 
community come togeth-

er to help each other out 
during and following the 
recent heavy thunder-
storm that occurred in 
the county on Tuesday, 
Aug. 11, 2026.

Representatives from 
Spectrum spoke to the 
court regarding their 
ongoing fiber project be-
ing installed throughout 
the county, in which they 
hope to have completed 
in the next few months.  
Several magistrates 
along with members of 
the community brought 
up their numerous con-
cerns in dealing with 
Spectrum’s contractors 
/ subcontractors and 
their rude and unaccept-
able behavior in dealing 
with the landowners / 
citizens.  Spectrum rep-
resentatives said they 
would be setting up an 
email address for resi-
dents to share their con-

cerns directly with the 
company, so that issues 
can be resolved and dealt 
with accordingly.

Nicholas County EMS 
Director Nathan Hall 
reports to the court that 
there were a total of 105 
EMS runs during the 
month of July, which in-
cludes 84 runs in Nicho-
las County, 15 runs in 
Robertson County, 1 
run in Bourbon County, 
and 4 runs in Harrison 
County.  He said that the 
headlight on EC #5 had 
been fixed, and the court 
approved moving Para-
medic Andrew Songy 
from part-time to full-
time status.

The court approved a 
resolution regarding a 
Public Warning System 
software upgrades grant 
from Homeland Security, 
at an approximate cost 
of $19,000.00+, which 

would be fully funded 
through Homeland Se-
curity.  The software 
will hook into the Na-
tional Weather Service 
and is 98% maintenance 
free.  Nicholas County 
Emergency Manage-
ment Director and Fire 
Chief Doug French spoke 
about the weather sirens 
that were previously 
purchased by the county, 
and that two of those 
sirens will be placed at 
Law Estates and Ish-
mael Chapel Road in the 
next few weeks, which 
will provide even more 
notification for citizens 
of Nicholas County.  The 
court also approved to 
enter into a contract with 
ER Assist Inc., which is a 
state-approved company 
that uses their specialty 
in handling claims and 
communications with 
FEMA to work on the 
county’s behalf.

The court approved 
the monthly bills; and 
approved 101 Mathers 

Fund applications for 
a $300.00 allowance, 
which has increased 
from $200.00 last year, 
for Nicholas County stu-
dents for back-to-school 
clothing; and approved 
two 2nd readings re-
garding data center and 
windmill moratoriums.

The court approved 
a resolution regard-
ing the 2024 Round 2 
KDPI grant resolution, 
per the agreement with 
the Bourbon County – 
Nicholas County Joint 
Board; and approved to 
acknowledge the Sheriff 
quietus.

The court acknowl-
edged the receipt of the 
district tax rates for the 
Health Department, Li-
brary, and Extension 
Office; and approved the 
2nd reading of the tax 
rate ordinance, as well. 

Before going into 

Fiscal Court
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