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About News of 
Record:

� e Woodford Sun re-
ports on this page all tra�  c 
and misdemeanor fines 
in District Court; police 
reports released from the 
local or state police de-
partments and sheriff ’s 
o�  ce; civil suits in Circuit 
Court; � re reports released 
by the city and county � re 
departments, and property 
transfers recorded in the 
county clerk’s o�  ce.

Information on this page 
is public record. No names 
will be withheld by request.

Circuit Court
March 4
Jeremy Mattox, judge

Plea
John Williams, 50, of 

Stamping Ground, pleaded 
guilty to fi rst-degree posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
and possession of drug para-
phernalia (misdemeanor). 
The commonwealth recom-
mended one year in prison 
(two years probation).

District Court
March 9
Bolton Bevins II, judge

Speeding – Traffi c school: 
Henry Justin; Cameron 
Brownell; Jessica Bruns; 
Michael Burleson; Emily 
Hensley; Andrew Owens; 
Victoria Pierce; Daniel Ren-
aud; Nazir Shalash; Emilee 
Williams; Allen Zelichenok; 
Troy Ahern; Alexander Alon-
so-Ibarra; Marc Esparza; 
Felicia Egbe; Akidul Haque; 
Gaven Receveur; Damonte 
Thompkins; Taylor Wester-
fi eld; Oscar Woods. Alive 
at 25: Geovany Adan; Jayla 
Edison; John Adkins; Iris 
Henning; Shakyrah Hight-
ower; Lily House; Michael 
Mehaffey; Brennan Berry-
man, with driving too fast 
for conditions, improper 
passing, 13 hours of com-
munity service; Ian Presley; 
Jordan Russell, with no insur-
ance, $250; Gabriel Setser. 
Remaining speeding guilt-
ies: Aurora Clayton, $30; 
Zerilda Evans, $30; Grant 
Lipic, $36; Peter McFar-
land, $60; Jackelin Vasquez, 
$32;  Christopher Walker, 
Jr., $30; Jasmine Cruz, with 
no insurance and no license, 
$630; Austin Fletcher, with 
expired registration, $125; 
Melissa Simpson, $30; Elijah 
Taylor, with no insurance 
and no registration, $555; 
Eugenio Vidal, $55; Jecoh 
Woods, $55.

D.U.I. - Nicholas O’Toole, 
$200/four to six months 
license suspension/alcohol 
education; Juan Sandoval-
Garcia, $200/four to six 
months license suspension/
alcohol education; Ivory 
Walker, second offense, 
$350/12 to 18 months license 
suspension/alcohol educa-
tion/six days in jail.

Careless driving – Te-
vona Stevenson, with speed-
ing, STS and $55; Kaitlyn 
Wiehebrink, with speeding, 
Alive at 25. 

Fail to give right of way to 
emergency vehicle – Fiorela 
Medina, STS.

Fail to give right of way to 
emergency vehicle – Nadiya 
El-Tigani, with possession 
of open container of alcohol, 
STS and $35. 

Disregard stoplight – Wil-
liam Harris, STS; Liam Six, 
STS.

Disregard stop sign – Al-
exander Owens, STS.

No seat belt – Melissa 
French, $25; Austin Fletcher, 
with no license in possession, 
$75.

No license – Edgar Ovalle, 
with no insurance and no seat 
belt, $625; Garcia Luis, with 
no insurance, $600; Kevin 
Wardle, $200.

Instructional permit viola-
tion – Gervais Kajinake, with 
no insurance, $150; Tosha 
Mulubi, with no seat belt, 
$75; Ladainien Smith, with 
open container of alcohol in 
vehicle, $85; Oscar Vieyra, 
with speeding, $80.

Driving on suspended 
license – Christina McDow-
ell, with no seat belt, $225; 
Tyler Sumpter, with speed-
ing, $255.

No license in possession – 
Alysia Malicote, $50; Mary-
bel Salgado, with no seat belt, 
$75; Joshua Sawyer, $75. 

No insurance – Shaniya 
Bradford, $100; Caleb Hall, 
$100; Patricia Puckett, $100; 
Lupita Young, $250.

I.C.E. Holder
(This is an order or request 

by the U.S. Immigration & 
Customs Enforcement to 
keep the person in custody 
until I.C.E. can take custody 
of that person). – None were 
reported this week.

Misdemeanors
Kevin Wardle – harass-

ment with physical contact, 
terroristic threatening, and 
disorderly conduct, 90 days, 
probated two years, no  con-
tact with individual victim 
or Kroger.

Kennedale Hedge – shop-

lifting, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, no seat belt, no 
insurance, expired registra-
tion, and speeding, 14 days in 
jail, no contact with Kroger, 
restitution of $324.95, and 
$30.

Police Reports
Versailles police inves-

tigated 12 non-injury acci-
dents, two injury accidents, 
issued one summons and 
made fi ve arrests during this 
period.

On Jan. 31, police re-
sponded to the theft of 
$425,000 in cash on Old Dry 
Ridge Road.

On March 3, they made 
an arrest for possession of 
marijuana and D.U.I. on 
Lexington Street, and made 
an arrest on Beasley Road 
for criminal mischief and 
trespassing.

On March 5, they respond-
ed to a domestic assault on 
Bryanwood Drive, and issued 
a summons for shoplifting 
a $14.99 jar of Nutella on 
Kroger Way.

On March 6, they made 
an arrest for possession of a 
forged instrument, a check 
in the amount of $1,970.15, 
on Marsailles Road, and re-
sponded to a leaving the scene 
of an accident on Tyrone Pike.

On March 7, they made 
an arrest for alcohol intoxi-
cation in a public place on 
Tyrone Pike, and an arrest  
for domestic assault and ter-
roristic threatening involving 
a handgun on Kilmer Drive.

Fire Reports
City

The Versailles Fire De-
partment made 15 EMS 
calls and conducted four fi re 
inspections from March 2 
through March 8, 2026. 

On March 5, fi refi ghters 
responded to a downed elec-
trical line involving arcing on 
Ryne Court, and a gas leak on 
Duell Drive.

On March 6, they re-
sponded to a vehicle collision 
on U.S. 60.

On March 8, they re-
sponded to an activated fi re 
alarm on Main Street.

County
The Woodford County 

Fire Department made 10 
EMS calls and installed one 
smoke detector from March 1 
through March 8, 2026.

On March 1, fi refi ghters 
responded to a motorcycle 
accident on Pisgah Pike.

On March 3, they re-
sponded to a false alarm on 
McCracken Pike.

On March 4, they re-
sponded to a vehicle accident 
on I-64, a transformer fi re 
on Winton Road, a vehicle 
accident on Duncan Road, 
and a false alarm from burnt 
food on Flaken Road.

On March 6, they re-
sponded to a smoke scare on 
Elm Corner Road.

On March 7, they respond-
ed to a false alarm caused by 
burnt food at two different 
locations, Deerfi eld Drive 
and Glenhaven Drive.

On March 8, they re-
sponded to a grass fi re on 
Pinckard Pike.

Public Records
Suits

Editor’s note: civil suits 
when fi led are allegations, 
nothing has been proven, 
and only tell the side of the 
plaintiff, the person bring-
ing the lawsuit. At time of 
reporting, the Defendant in 
the lawsuit has not responded 
with their side.

Kristopher Garr v. Haley 
Fugate – petition for custody 
and visitation (transfer from 
Fayette)

Phillip Horseman v. Kate-
lynn Berryman – petition 

for custody (transfer from 
Anderson)

Midland Credit Manage-
ment, Inc. v. Joanie Ander-
son – action on account for 
$18,205.78.

Melissa Crase v. James 
Crase – petition for divorce.

Michael Seagraves v. 
Reynier Gomez and Trans-
Line, LLC – tort action for 
damages from injuries in 
vehicle accident.

Pearlcita Johnson v. City 
National Bank of West Vir-
ginia, Inc. - employment 
action for damages under 
the federal Family Medical 
Leave Act.

Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Insurance Co. v. Matthew 
Blankenship – tort action 
for damages from injuries in 
vehicle accident.

Erin Endicott v. Michael 
Davidson – petition for di-
vorce.

Capital One, NA v. Katie 
Tillett – action on account for 
$12,712.92.

Westlake Services, LLC 
v. Kaitlyn Tracy – action on 
agreement for $10,806.55.

Commonwealth Credit 
Union, Inc. v. Jennifer Den-
nis – action on three accounts 
totaling $34,213.09.

Westlake Services, LLC 
v. Clayton Berger – action 
on agreement for $7,123.44.

U.S. Bank, NA v. Dawn 
Breda – foreclosure action 
for $292,887.11.

Zachary Newton v. Kayla 
Newton – petition for divorce.

Deeds
Debra L. Taylor-Instone 

and Giles Instone to Debra 
Louise Instone and Giles An-
thony Instone, as co-trustees 
of the Debra Louise Instone 
Revocable Living Trust, 
2427 Weisenberger Mill 
Road, other consideration, 
quitclaim deed.

Shadwell Farm, LLC 
(Jonathan Smyth, vice presi-
dent) to Bemak N.V., LTD 
Co. (d.b.a. Ashford Stud) 
1,081.951 acres at 4769 Mili-
tary Pike in Fayette Coun-
ty and Woodford County 
(139.97 acres), $46,517,000.

Jeffrey Frye and Kimberly 
Frye to Camryn Pictor, 635 
Paige Court, $248,000.

Bruce L. Helfrich to Abi-
gail Jane Mack, 94 Haw-
throne Court, $383,000.

Patricia Perkins to Timo-
thy Maple and Rita Maple, 
1478 Shore Acres Road, 
$175,000.

Bluehorse, LLC (Bart 
Hufnagel, member) to Yinson 
Quezada Urena, 130 Virginia 
Avenue, $217,500.

Yinson Quezada Urena 
to 130 Virginia Investments, 
LLC, 130 Virginia Avenue, 
other consideration.

Dale Hackney and Debra 
Hackney to Mark K. Glick 
and Leslie S. Glick, 826 
Kingsway Drive, $285,000.

Brenda C. Poole to KY 
Home Investors, LLC, 137 
Highview Drive, $85,000.

KY Home Investors, LLC 
to Ma Elizabeth Aguilar-
Villarreal, 137 Highview 
Drive, $120,000.

Austin Chadwick Castle, 
Savannah Rose Castle and 
Linda R. Johnson to K & H 
Properties KY, LLC (Jeremy 
Hendricks, member), 115 
Powhatan Trail, $212,000.

Hurstland Farm, Inc. to 
Leigh Hurst Nuckols, 307 
Spring Station Road, Mid-
way, $20,000.

Wayne K. Boyd and Mary 
R. Boyd to Wayne K. Boyd 
and Mary R. Boyd, as co-
trustees of the Boyd Family 
Trust, 9030 Troy Pike, $10 
and other consideration.

109 Fieldview Drive, LLC 
(D. Jordan Mefford, member) 
to Nandina Collective, LLC 
(Chris Lehmkuhl, mem-
ber), 109 Fieldview Drive, 
$3,000,000.

Maurice J. Bakke and 
Anne V. Rodick Bakke to 
Maurice J. Bakke and Anne 
V. Rodick Bakke, as co-
trustees of the Maurice Bakke 
and Anne V. Rodick Bakke 
Living Trust, 60.76 acres on 
Patterson Road, other con-
sideration.

Maurice J. Bakke and 
Anne V. Rodick Bakke to 
Maurice J. Bakke and Anne V. 
Rodick Bakke, as co-trustees 
of the Maurice Bakke and 
Anne V. Rodick Bakke Living 
Trust, 484 South Main Street, 
other consideration.

Maurice J. Bakke and 
Anne V. Rodick Bakke to 
Maurice J. Bakke and Anne V. 
Rodick Bakke, as co-trustees 

NEWS OF RECORD

Routt’s
Heating & Air Conditioning

859-753-5278
www.routtsheatingandair.com Lic. #HM02677

Servicing ALL Makes & Models
Licensed & Insured  n  Free Estimates

When in doubt… call Routt’s!

CLOSEOUT ADVERTISEMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE

This notice is intended to inform the residents of Midway, Kentucky that the City of 
Midway is in the process of closing out the Midway Bluegrass Distillers Equipment 
Project (20-044). The project was funded in part by the HUD Community Development 
Block Grant Program. A public hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m., local time on Thursday, 
March 19, 2026 at Midway City Hall. The purpose of this hearing is to review past use of 
funds and program performance. If there are any questions or comments about the project, 
please direct them to the following:

Mayor Grayson Vandegrift
101 East Main Street
Midway, KY, 40347
(859) 846-4413

Written comments will be received until time of the public hearing.
DISCRIMINATION CLAUSE
The City of Midway does not discriminate on the basis of race, color national origin, 
sex, age religion or disability, and provides, upon request, reasonable accommodations 
including auxiliary aids and services, to afford an individual with a disability an equal 
opportunity to participate in all services, programs and activities.  Any persons requiring 
special needs assistance should contact the offices of the Mayor using the aforementioned 
information, at least five days prior to the hearing. The TDD number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-648-6057.
NOTE: ADA Contacts
Department for the Blind 1-877-KYBLIND www.kyblind.state.ky.us
American Printing House 1-800-223-1839 www.aph.org
Commission for the Deaf 1-800-372-2907 www.kcdhh.org 
and Hard of Hearing
for Interpreter Directory  www.kcdhh.org/access/interpdir.html
State Relay TDD Number 1-800-648-6057

SPECIAL TO THE SUN 

The Kentucky Specialty 
Courts announced today that 
the Woodford County Circuit 
Drug Court has achieved 
certifi cation for its use of best 
practices that create optimal 
conditions for participant 
success. The Circuit Drug 
Court also includes Bourbon 
and Scott counties.

“Since I took over as 
presiding judge for Circuit 
Drug Court in 2022, we have 
worked diligently to expand 
the program to ensure that 
every eligible, non-violent 
criminal defendant with a 
substance use disorder can 
participate in Drug Court,” 

said Woodford County Cir-
cuit Judge Kathryn H. Gab-
hart, who volunteers to serve 
as the Drug Court judge. “Im-
proving outcomes for Drug 
Court participants not only 
helps the individual but has an 
immeasurable, wide-ranging 
impact on our communi-
ties – reducing recidivism; 
reuniting families; ensuring 
payment of child support 
arrears, restitution and fi nes; 
and ensuring recovery from 
the opioid and illicit drug 
epidemics that have harmed 
our communities.”

Both before and during 
the three-year certifi cation 
process, Woodford County 
District Judge Sarah Hays 

Spedding has also served 
as a Drug Court Judge for 
Woodford, Scott and Bour-
bon counties.

Woodford Circuit Court, 
which handles felony crimi-
nal offenses, was evaluated 
in 2025 and certifi ed this year 
with the standards set out by 
the Kentucky Supreme Court, 
which oversees all courts in 
Kentucky. The certifi cation is 
for three years. A Certifi ca-
tion Advisory Committee to 
the Supreme Court oversees 
the certifi cation process and 
is headed by Chief Justice 
Debra Lambert with 11 other 
members.

Woodford County Circuit Drug Court 
has been certifi ed

BY SCOTT WHITE
WOODFORD SUN STAFF

Woodford County Judge-Executive James 
Kay, along with Woodford County Economic 
Development Agency Executive Director 
Lewis Witt, provided the Fiscal Court with 
the current status of the purchase of the Yo-
kohama plant by the county, EDA and the 
City of Versailles (Buyers) at the Tuesday, 
March 10 meeting. 

Following the announcement in April 
2025 by Yokohama that it was shuttering its 
industrial plant on Industry Road, costing the 
community 300 jobs, the Buyers negotiated 
a purchase of the plant and its property for 
approximately $8.5 million. This included 
a due diligence period to allow the Buyers 
to thoroughly inspect the plant, assess its 
condition, determine its fair market value 
and explore funding options.

At the meeting, Kay explained the pur-
chase was intended to allow the local gov-
ernments to control the next employer who 
would use the facility (to avoid what occurred 
at Sylvania when a distribution center with 
few jobs moved in). And, he said, given the 
lack of available industrial zoned land, it al-
lows them to protect valuable farm land by 
avoiding the creation of new industrial areas. 

“We just don’t have any more industrial 
land right now, and since anything can happen 
at that location if we don’t control it, which 
could create serious problems like noise and 
environmental (issues) for neighborhoods 
like Merewood, Southgate, and the WYSA 
complex,” he said. 

Kay said a new manufacturer was needed 
to both replace the lost jobs and also to 
replace the signifi cant loss of occupational 
tax Yokohama paid annually. In 2022, it paid 
$250K, in 2023, it paid $270K, in 2024, it 
paid $250K, and, he said, “We’ve already 
seen the tax paid drop to $128K in 2025 with 
the closure . . . or, about half of what they 
usually paid since they began the shutdown 
last June.” 

Witt told the court that the Kentucky 
Economic Development Cabinet had just 
approved a Kentucky Product Development 
Initiative (KPDI) grant for $2 million, which 
will be applied to the purchase price, thus low-
ering the amount the Buyers will have to pay. 
Witt noted this grant was highly competitive 
and that many other local governments were 
turned down. However, the grant funds must 
be accessed by June 30, 2026, which moves 
up the due diligence deadline by three months.

Kay explained that to close on the property, 

the Buyers will need to bond the balance of 
the purchase price, or approximately $6.5 
million. Ruth Webb of First Kentucky Securi-
ties, which has handled other bonding matters 
for the county and Versailles, informed the 
court that they are working on the bond and 
will be able to complete everything needed 
for the Buyer to receive the grant funds. Will 
also advised the court that they had received 
a grant from LG&E/KU to help defray due 
diligence-related costs.

Magistrate Mary Ann Gill expressed her 
thanks to Witt for meeting with her to answer 
questions she had about the transaction. 

Magistrate William Downey underscored 
Witt’s point that the KPDI grant was no sure 
thing and was a signifi cant step to making 
the overall transaction work.

Kay told the court that at the next meeting, 
it would need to fully discuss and debate the 
decision on whether to move forward with 
the purchase.

Diaper Dash
Rusty Thompson, a native Woodford 

Countian and member of Versailles United 
Methodist Church, received approval from 
the court for the church to hold its inaugural 
“Diaper Dash,” a 5K run/walk in Falling 
Springs on April 25. Thompson said the 
church had begun a ministry last summer to 
provide diapers for newborn to adults, and 
had already given away 22,000 diapers. 

“We have one whole room where we store 
the diapers based on age and size,” Thompson 
said. “We are now serving about 40 families 
. . . and they are so humble, so thankful for 
what we are doing.”

Flood buyouts
Woodford County Emergency Manage-

ment Agency Director Drew Chandler 
brought welcome news to the court. The 
county has received a grant from the Ken-
tucky Cabinet for Economic Development 
for $2.7 million, which will offset the cost 
of buying out property owners impacted by 
last spring’s devastating fl oods.

Given the total cost of the buyout, this 
means Woodford County’s share has de-
creased to $300K from the $3 million share, 
with the federal grants paying the balance of 
the estimated cost of $12million. 

“This means there will be suffi cient money 
to fund the buyout of any property owner who 
has requested to participate in the program,” 
said Chandler.

Treasurer’s report
County Treasurer Melody Traugott re-

ported that the current balance in the money 
market account is $14,962,166.57.

Fiscal Court gets update on 
Yokohama plant purchase


