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PUBLIC NOTICE

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
By Representative Timmy Truett 

Nov. 6 — The House Lo-
cal Government Committee 
considers a wide range of 
issues that directly affect the 
day-to-day lives of Kentuck-
ians and the communities 
they call home. From city 
and county finances, roads 
and infrastructure to hous-
ing, public safety, water and 
sewer services, planning and 
zoning, and the structure 
of local government, the 
committee’s work touches 
nearly every aspect of how 
our communities operate 
and grow.

Earlier this year, several 
measures that received con-
sideration and approval in 
the committee went on to 
pass the full House and Sen-
ate and become law. These 
new laws are designed to ad-
dress local needs, give com-
munities tools to serve their 
residents, and help ensure 
local governments have the 
resources and flexibility to 
meet the challenges ahead.

HB 43 strengthens train-
ing standards and account-
ability for Kentucky’s dep-
uty coroners.

HB 290 modernizes Ken-
tucky’s legal system by al-
lowing the state to provide 
electronic access to law 
books and legal resources in 
place of traditional printed 
volumes, improving acces-
sibility and efficiency.

HB 333 removes unnec-
essary regulatory barriers 
for faith-based organizations 
seeking to develop housing 
and shelter services. 

HB 448 allows Kentucky 
criminal justice agencies 
to share criminal history 
records with authorized fed-
eral agencies for employ-
ment background checks 
while aligning state law with 
federal requirements and 
avoiding additional costs to 
the Commonwealth.

HB 518 updates statute 

to require the development 
of standardized electronic 
forms for net profits, gross 
business receipts, and pay-
roll occupational taxes. The 
measure directs the secre-
tary of state to work with a 
broad advisory committee 
representing local govern-
ments, tax professionals, 
and business organizations 
to develop uniform forms 
and instructions, ensuring 
consistency and clarity for 
businesses operating in mul-
tiple tax districts.

HB 600 streamlines the 
process county governments 
take to address abandoned 
properties to mirror that 
available to cities.

HB 607 overhauls as-
pects of consolidated local 
governments (Louisville 
Metro), including changing 
how ethics commissions 
are composed and staffed, 
strengthening checks-and-
balances with expanded 
council control over certain 
local regulations, setting 
new rules for redistricting 
council districts, and how 
taxes and audits are handled. 
Vetoed. Overridden.

SB 20 increases flex-
ibility for cities to provide 
training and professional 
development incentives for 
officials, clarifies when lo-
cal governments may use 
non-competitive procure-
ment with required justifica-
tion and limited exceptions, 
and requires fire protection 
district board members to 
reside within the districts 
they serve.

SB 27 allows local gov-
ernments to choose crema-
tion and interment, rather 
than traditional burial, for 
unclaimed bodies at public 
expense, while requiring 
consultation with the county 
coroner and applicable reli-
gious communities.

SB 40 shifts public li-
brary board trustee appoint-
ments to local library boards 
and county officials, setting 
two appointment methods 
based on whether a county 
has adopted an alternative 
process, with all appointees 
subject to fiscal court ap-
proval.

SB 133 updates financial 
reporting and audit require-
ments for local governments 
and special purpose govern-
mental entities, providing 
greater transparency and 
flexibility in how certain 
financial reviews are con-
ducted.

SB 149 updates require-
ments for county treasurers, 
including qualifications for 
appointment, allowing fis-
cal courts to appoint deputy 
treasurers, and providing 
greater flexibility in ap-
pointing an acting treasurer 
when a vacancy or extended 
absence occurs.

SB 192 modernizes audit 
requirements for small-to-
mid-size cities, allowing 
them more flexibility to use 
cost-effective options while 
maintaining accountability.

As always, I can be 
reached anytime through 
the toll-free message line 
in Frankfort at 1-800-372-
7181. keep track through the 
Kentucky legislature’s web-
site at legislature.ky.gov.
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Government
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local travel trends evolve 
headed into the late fall 
season, Assistant Direc-
tor Koutoulas highlighted 
impending regional events 
designed to draw traffic to 
the area.

Notable milestones on 
the immediate horizon in-
cludes the board's partic-
ipation in the upcoming 
Kentucky Travel Industry 
Association initiatives, the 
Sister Cities Annual Meet-
ing, and the upcoming Red 
River Gorge Farmers Mar-
ket Holiday Market. 

The session closed with 
an animated open forum 
forum dedicated to devel-
oping and maintaining long 
term Wolfe County Tourism 
strategy and planning.


