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 Tobacco
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•C & C Grocery
•Hilltop Marathon
•Main Street Market
•Pine Ridge One Stop
•Corner Marathon
•Kenny’s Grocery
•Main Street Marathon
•205 Foodmart
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Darrell Anthony 
Watkins

Darrell Anthony Watkins, 
58, of Lexington and Rogers, 
Kentucky, passed away peace-
fully Monday, July 20, 2026, 
at Baptist Health in Lexington, 
Kentucky, after a brief illness. 
Darrell was born on January 
24, 1968, to Beverley Spencer 
Miller and Darrel LeRoy Osley. 
He was adopted by his paternal 
grandmother, Mae Emma, and 
her husband, Charlie Watkins, 
whom Darrell loved and called 
Mom and Dad. 

Darrell was loved and cared 
for by Mae Emma and Charlie, 
who instilled in Darrell a love 
for the woods and hunting 
and fishing. Throughout Dar-
rell's life, hunting and fishing 
remained a hobby he shared 
with his friends and family. He 
grew up on Johnson Avenue 
surrounded by kids who would 
remain his lifelong friends, but 
felt more like family. They 
called themselves the J Crew. 
Darrell grew up with these 
friends, playing football and 
baseball. He was a star athlete 
at Henry Clay High School and 
was offered the opportunity to 
continue his baseball career 
beyond high school, possibly 
into the pros, but chose to take 
care of Mae Emma. Darrell's 
heart was big and giving and 
full of love for anyone who 
needed him, even if he was 
in need.  After the passing of 
Charlie and then Mae Emma, 
Darrell moved to Florida to 
live with his father, Roy, and 
stepmother, Frances, and his 
sisters, Marsha, Stephanie and 
Arnicia. He enjoyed cutting up 
with his sisters. 

In 1993, Darrell was wed to 
Stephanie Ross and that union 
produced two beautiful girls, 
Salihah and A'lshah. Darrell 
was also blessed with a bonus 
son, Chris Moore, who he 
raised as his own. They prac-
ticed football every day after 
school, spent the winters rab-
bit hunting and fished through 
the summer. Of Darrell, Chris 
says, "A standup man raised 
a standup son." Darrell's chil-
dren enjoyed his light-hearted 
nature, sharing Dad jokes and 
the memories they have of 
their Dad. 

He was employed by the 
Lexington Fayette Urban Gov-
ernment in the Street and Roads 
Department, working his way 
into a supervisory position until 
his retirement. 

In 2019, Darrell was re-
united with his birth mother 
and enjoyed spending time in 
Wolfe County with his maternal 
family and meeting the many, 
many cousins, aunts and uncles 
he didn't know he had. He espe-

cially loved hunting and fishing 
with his "Uncs". His uncle Paul, 
with whom Darrell formed a 
fast and unique bond, described 
Darrell as a magnet. That was 
apparent during Darrell's last 
days when he was visited by a 
parade of family and friends, 
many from Johnson Avenue, to 
love on him and say goodbye. 
They all told stories about the 
good and funny times growing 
up and many described Dar-
rell's big heart, sense of humor 
and how he'd be the first to give 
you the shirt off his back if you 
needed it.

 Darrell was preceded in 
death by his grandmother, 
"Mom", Mae Emma; grandfa-
ther, "Dad" Charlie; father, Dar-
rell LeRoy; stepbrother, Scott, 
and step-dad, Junior Miller.

He is survived by his mother, 
Beverly; stepmother, Frances; 
daughters, A'lshah and Salihah; 
son, Chris Moore (Danielle), 
and his grandson, Elijah, grand-
daughter, Destini, his sisters, 
Marsha Osley, Stephanie Tay-
lor, and Mr. and Mrs. Arnicia 
Williams, and stepsister, Re-
becca Campbell (Dave); his 
children's mother, Stephanie 
Watkins; his first wife, Monica; 
special uncle, Paul Spencer, and 
special friends, Chenice, Kathy 
and Shawn; his godchildren, 
the Webb family and a host of 
nieces, nephews, cousins, fam-
ily and lifelong friends, includ-
ing the J Crew: Chris Chenault, 
Philip Chenault, Jill Chenault, 
Tyrone Gateskill, Kevin Stepp, 
Rodney James, and Clifton 
Blackburn, the Rand Avenue 
Crew: Hans (Solo) Taylor, 
Thomas Muhammad, Brother 
Patrick, Brother Darwin, Barry 
Brown and family, Tina Brown, 
Steve Brown, John Anderson, 
Woo and Hance Marcum. 

Services were held at 4:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, July 28, 
2026, at Tar Ridge Church of 
God, Rogers, Kentucky, with 
Bro. Paul Spencer officiating. 
Burial followed in the Spencer 
Cemetery, Quillens Chapel, 
Kentucky. 

Pallbearers were family and 
friends. 

Arrangements were entrust-
ed to Porter & Son Funeral 
Directors, Campton, Kentucky.

Dwight “Ike” 
Friend

Dwight "Ike" Friend, 67, 
of Pine Ridge, Kentucky, wid-
ower of the late Teresa Brewer, 
departed this life .Wednesday, 
July 22, 2026. He was a son of 
the late Sidney Friend, Sr. and 
Celia Whisman Friend, born in 
Campton, Kentucky, on August 
22, 1958. He was a retired oil 
field worker and was a loving 
father, grandfather and brother. 

He is survived by one 
son,Nathan Friend (Vanessa) of 
Rogers, Kentucky; three grand-
children, Kendallynn Friend, 
Jacinda Friend and Charles 
Friend; four brothers, Timothy 
Friend (Kathy) of Batavia, 
Ohio, Ronald Friend (Penny) 
and Paul Friend (Becky), both 
of Stanton, Kentucky, and 
Gary Friend (Glenda) of Rog-
ers, Kentucky, and one sister, 
Waveline Sparks of Lee Coun-
ty, Kentucky. He also leaves 
behind a host of other relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Teresa Brewer, his 

parents, Sidney Friend, Sr. and 
Celia Whisman Friend; eight 
brothers, Eugene Friend, James 
Friend, Sidney Friend, Jr., 
Edward Friend, Allen Friend, 
Donald Friend, William Friend 
and Robert "Bob" Friend, and 
three sisters, Josephine Gross, 
Eunice Sparks and Gloria Mc-
Coy. 

Celebration of life services 
were held at 7:00 p.m. July 25, 
2026, at Porter & Son Funeral 
Directors Chapel with services 
held by family and friends. 

Porter & Son Funeral Direc-
tors of Campton, Kentucky, 
were in charge of arrangements.

Wolfe County
unemployment
was up in June

FRANKFORT, Ky., July  
23 — Unemployment rates 
rose in 116 counties between 
June 2025 and June 2026, fell 
in Owsley and Russell counties 
and stayed the same in Bracken 
and Harlan counties, according 
to the Kentucky Center for Sta-
tistics (KYSTATS), an agency 
within the Kentucky Education 
and Labor Cabinet. 

Woodford County recorded 
the lowest jobless rate in the 
commonwealth at 4.5%. It 
was followed by Cumberland 
County, 4.6 %; Campbell, Fay-
ette, Kenton and Scott counties, 
4.7% each; Boone and Shelby 
counties, 4.8% each; Frank-
lin County, 4.9%; and Clark, 
Graves, Jessamine, Oldham, 
Todd and Trimble counties, 
5% each.

Martin County recorded the 
state’s highest unemployment 
rate at 10.6%. It was followed 
by Wolfe County, 10.4%; Ma-
goffin County, 9.6%; Elliott 

and Lewis counties, 9.5% each; 
Jackson County, 8.5%; Law-
rence County, 8.2%; Carter 
County, 8.1%; Pike County, 
7.9%; and Knott County, 7.8%

Morgan County’s jobless 
rate in June was 6.8%.

Unemployment statistics 
are based on estimates and are 
compiled to measure trends 
rather than actually to count 
people working. Civilian labor 
force statistics include non-mil-
itary workers and unemployed 
Kentuckians who are actively 
seeking work. They do not 
include unemployed Kentuck-
ians who have not looked for 
employment within the past 
four weeks. The data should 
only be compared to the same 
month in previous years.                     


