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Resource Fair at CCPL provides support to veterans

Aubrey Kimble
Winchester Sun

Bridging Resources &
Action for Veteran
Empowerment
(BRAVE) hosted a vet-
erans resource fair at the
Clark County Public
Library on Thursday, July
9. This community event
offered both free on-site
resources and an
opportunity for veterans
to connect with various
organizations serving the
community.

“So the reason for these
events is basically to
provide free resources to
any veteran in need of any
type of service,” said Lisa
Roark with Kentucky
River Foothills. “...We
service 21 counties
through our veterans
program. And of course,
Clark is one of them,”

Roark explained that
she works for Kentucky
River Foothills’ Supportive
Services for Veteran
Families program, and

Pamphlets and more were available for others to

learn from.

that they typically do

anywhere from three to

four similar events a year.

community partners
together,” said Roark.
“More along the lines of
the military, veterans-
specific type resources.
Just to help spread the
word, to provide them
with those connections.
There (are) so many
resources that are avai-
lable, and most peo-
ple...they're not aware. So
we do this just [as] a way
of giving back, a way of
outreaching to the
community, just to spread
the word.”

Roark explained that
some of the biggest needs
that the organization is
seeing in the veteran
community right now are
applying for veterans'
benefits and meeting
basic needs.

Alix McCord, the
housing and outreach
supervisor for the Clark
County Homeless
Coalition, highlighted the
need for veterans to be
aware of the many
resources available to
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“We basically just pull

them.

The coalition provides
many forms of housing
assistance, from transi-
tional housing for those
facing homelessness to
street outreach to locate
and connect individuals
in unsheltered settings
toward achieving stable
housing.

McCord also empha-
sized the importance of
ensuring services are
accessible to all veterans,
saying that the Clark
County Homeless
Coalition opened its ADA-
accessible shelter
expansion earlier this
year.

“So wheelchair users,
people that need walkers,
they can now come into
our shelter,” said McCord.
“We’re one of the few in
the state that are ADA
accessible. We are just
super excited to have that
expansion to meet the
needs of not only veter-
ans, but anyone who'’s
disabled.”

For Roark, the impact
of the event was evident
in one interaction before
the doors even opened
that morning.

“This morning, we had
the first veteran- he was
waiting for us to actually
start,” said Roark. “So I
came back in (to everyone
in the room), and I said,
‘We have a veteran
waiting for us.’ I said, ‘So,
you know what? If we see
no other veterans today,
it’s a win.”

Roark said she caught
up with the veteran as he
was leaving and asked if
he had everything he
needed.

“I said, ‘It's meant for
you to be here today,” and
he said, ‘This is fantastic,”
said Roark. “ I told him
to tell his friends. Grab
your veteran buddies and
tell everybody.”

RDC theater camp celebrates young performers

By Zach Ross
WinCity Voices

Robert D. Campbell
Junior High’s Summer
Theater Intensive is in
its third year. This year,
the intensive is doing
something different and
spending the two weeks
putting together a
showcase.

Under the instruction
of Holly Bennett and
Bellamy Miller, the RDC
Summer Intensive
provides an opportunity
for Clark County middle
and high schoolers to
attend a two-week-long
theater camp. This
year’s intensive had
performances on June
27 and 28.

While there are
ample opportunities for
pursuing theater
throughout the school
year, the summer
months have a vacancy
for school musicals.
Because of Bennett and
Miller, middle and high
schoolers now have an
opportunity to practice
their craft year-round.

In past years, this
two-week-long
intensive produced two
different
performances that the
students put on. A
showcase combining
songs from different
musicals would end the
first week, while a full-
length musical would
conclude the second
week.

This year, however,
the young performers
are pouring all of their
time into a showcase.
Performing songs from
shows ranging from

Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor
Dreamecoat to

Hadestown, there is a
variety sure to please
almost every theater-
goer.

With this variety
comes an environment
that thrives on col-
laboration. Bennett tries
to give all the students
the opportunity to

perform to the best of
their abilities while also
doing the things they
want to do.

“We have a lot of
creative freedom as the
students,” said senior
Ella Howton. “We get
to advocate for our
ideas and do what feels
right for us in the
moment. It’s really a

collaboration
between teachers and
students, which is

something that we
don’t normally get to do
in a regularly sched-
uled performance.”

Students attend
rehearsals lasting from
10 a.m. until 3 p.m.
every day for two weeks
in order to get their
performances ready.
During these
rehearsals, they are
allowed to dance, sing,
journal, collaborate,
and act.

Since its beginning
in the summer of 2024,
the RDC Summer
Intensive has put on
two full-length musi-
cals. The Addams
Family graced the stage
in its inaugural year,
with Shrek the Musical
having been performed
in 2025.

While there will be
no traditional musical
this year, these past
productions have
helped young actors in
the community blos-
som. With help in
establishing
confidence in their
abilities, these per-
formers have
strengthened during
this intensive.

McKinley Harper is
one individual who
credits her growth to
participating in the
RDC Summer Inten-
sive, specifically the
production of The
Addams Family.

“The first time I truly
burst out of my shell
was the summer of my
freshman year when I
got to play Morticia,”
she said.

Whereas McKinley
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gained confidence from
playing a leading
character, Bennett and
Miller hope that stu-
dents gain confidence
from being a part of an
ensemble as well. With
a showcase rather than
a musical, there is an
opportunity for more
students to be high-
lighted.

“Ilove art, and I think
everyone here really
just enjoys being taught

by Ms. Bennett and Ms.
Miller,” said Cooper
Galloway. “I think a
show done by [Bennett
and Miller] is unique,
and you can'’t really find
it anywhere else.”

Concluding its third
year, the RDC Summer
Intensive is hoping to
continue providing
summer theater for
Clark County middle
and high schoolers for
many years.

ZACH ROSS

Clark County middle and high school students participated
in this year's Summer Theater Intensive.
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Please Join Winchester Chamber of Commerce Trip to

Oct 17-25, 2026

(No optional tours sale)
9-Day Package Trip For Just

USD$4,199
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Day 1 - Cincinnati (CVG)/Madrid

Day 2 — Madrid

Day 3 & 4 — Madrid

Arch.
Day 5 — Madrid/Toledo
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Roundtrip international airfare & Tax * 9-day deluxe tour package
4-star hotel accommodation, breakfast & lunch * Deluxe bus tours
Fluent English-speaking tour guides * Entrance fees to attractions

Check in at Cincinnati (CVG) International Airport for a connection flight
for Madrid. Overnight on the flight.

Change the connection flight and arrive at Madrid, the capital of Spain.
You will be met at the airport by your tour guide and transfer to the hotel.

Two days city tour and sightseeing covers for the attractions of the
Prado Museum, with a collection of more than 5,000 paintings, Buen
Retiro Park and the Crystal Palace, Royal Palace and Gardens, the
Spanish version of Versailles, Plaza Mayor, built during the reign of
Phillip 1ll, the Puerta del Sol, named after the sun emblem on the old
city gate, Centro de Arte de Reina Sofia, a contemporary art museum,
Cybele’s Fountain, one of the major monuments stands in a major traffic
intersection, ancient Egyptian Temple of Debod, Real Madrid Stadium,
National Archaeological Museum, and Grand Neoclassical Triumphal

Bus journey to Toledo, UNESCO World Heritage City. Sightseeing includes

Price reflects double share occupancy 5-star service
standard with low group travel rate Add $900 for
single room supplement Including post departure
group travel protection Valid passport required
Free shuttle bus on departure and return day
Accept credit card payment without handling
charge Including everything on itinerary and tax

Monastery of San Juan de los Reyes, the most important construction
Built by the Catholic Monarchs, Synagogue of Saint Mary the White,
lglesia de Santo Tome, world famous painting by El Greco at the Church
of St. Tome, and Santa Iglesia Catedral Primada de Toledo, the most
important Gothic Cathedral in Spain.

Day 6 — Toledo/Madrid/Barcelona

Take a train to Barcelona. Visit Basilica de la Sagrada Familia, Roman
Catholic church, designed by Catalan Spanish architect Antoni Gaudi.
Day 7 & 8, Barcelona

Visit Casa Batllo, a UNESCO World Heritage site and an icon in Barcelona,
Parc Giiell, Museum Picasso, Palau de la Musica Catalonia,one of
the world’s most unique modernist jewels with an exceptional music
program,Museum Nacional d’Art de Catalunya, constructed for the
International Exposition of 1929. In 1934 it opened its doors as the
Museum d'Art de Catalunya, bringing together the medieval collection.
Day 9 - Barcelona/Cincinnati (CVG)

Visit Placa Catalunya, famous by its fountains and statues, Las Bambles,
famous La Boqueria located here. Fly by connection flight to Cincinnati
(CVG) International Airport, where you will arrive on the same day.

A trip orientation meeting will be held 5:30 - 7:00 pm,
meeting day to be advised
Winchester Clark Chamber-Commerce
61 South Main Street
Winchester, KY 40391
Call Cindy at Chamber for Details
859-744-5627 859-744-6420

Plan now to join Winchester Chamber group for this Spain adventure. Please call Cindy 859-744-5627 for the trip
details, email registration to cindybanks@winchesterkychamber.com Web site www.winchesterkychamber.com
Tour Operator: Citslinc International, Inc. 1-844-262-1100 Email citslinc@aol.com Web site www.citslinc.us




