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 CUMBERLAND, Ky.  — 
A record number of diplomas, 
degrees, and certificates—1,486 
in total—were awarded to more 
than 900 students this year, as 
the 2025 commencement cer-
emony was held Thursday, 
May 8, at Harlan County High 
School.
 Graduates were recognized 
from a wide range of academic 
and technical programs, includ-

By Tina Whitaker

 The recent push by 
Virginia Governor Glenn 
Younkin for small mod-
ule nuclear reactors being 
located on several sites in 
southwest Virginia may 
have made its way to east-
ern Kentucky as well.
 This week, Shaping 
Our Appalachian Region 
(SOAR) announced that 
will “evaluate Eastern Ken-
tucky’s role in the burgeon-
ing nuclear energy sector” 
in a press release.
 According to SOAR, 
“Eastern Kentucky is 
well-positioned for inclu-
sion as the nuclear energy 
sector develops in Ken-
tucky and beyond thanks 
to the Communities Local 
Energy Action Program 
(Communities LEAP) Co-
hort 2, administered by the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) and the National Re-
newable Energy Laboratory 
(NREL). This initiative fo-
cuses on fostering substan-
tial economic development 
in economically distressed 
regions by harnessing in-
novative energy technolo-
gies.”
  The project, titled 
“Coal to Nuclear: Explor-
ing the Economic Potential 
of Nuclear Energy in East-
ern Kentucky,” is led by 
Shaping Our Appalachian 
Region, Inc. (SOAR), in 
partnership with the Ken-
tucky Energy and Environ-
ment Cabinet’s Office of 
Energy Policy. It aims to 
leverage the advanced ca-
pabilities of nuclear tech-
nology as a catalyst for sig-
nificant economic growth 
and job creation.
  “Really excited for this 
opportunity,” said Colby 
Hall, SOAR Executive Di-
rector. “SOAR is grateful 
for our partnership with the 
Kentucky Energy and Envi-
ronment Cabinet’s Office of 
Energy Policy and the con-
tinuous support we receive 
from Congressman Hal 
Rogers and his staff. The 
Commonwealth is making 
nuclear energy a top ener-
gy priority. Over the next 
decade, Eastern Kentucky, 
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One Wallins Elementary and Junior High School student took his time to make sure his 
aim was perfect while playing a carnival game during last week’s fund raiser for Martha 
Jane Potter, one of the Letcher County Schools damaged in recent flooding.
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Special to Tri-City News
 
 Harlan, Ky. – The Ken-
tucky State Police (KSP) 
held its annual sworn 
awards ceremony in Lex-
ington to honor 75 troopers 
and officers who put on a 
uniform each day to patrol 
Kentucky’s neighborhoods 
with a mission of serving 
and protecting their fellow 
citizens. The achievement 
awards presented were for 
acts of bravery and service 
that occurred in 2021.
 During the ceremony, 
KSP Commissioner Phillip 
Burnett Jr. recognized the 
agency’s troopers and offi-
cers for going beyond the 
mission of KSP in 2021 to 
protect and serve the citi-
zens of the commonwealth 
by responding to two his-
toric natural disasters, 
running into unthinkable 
dangers, assisting with the 

continued fight against the 
deadly drug epidemic and 
answering thousands of 
calls for service.
 Four troopers from the 
Post 10 area were included 
in those honors:
 • Trooper Jonathan 
Ledford was named 2021 
Post 10 Trooper of the Year. 
Trooper Ledford is a 3-year 
veteran of KSP assigned to 
Post 10 Harlan.
 • Detective Jacob Mid-
dleton was named 2021 
Post 10 Detective of the 
Year. Detective Middleton 
is a 6-year veteran of KSP 
assigned to Post 10 Harlan.
 • Trooper Brandon 
Burton received the KSP 
Lifesaving Medal. Trooper 
Burton is an 11-year veter-
an of KSP assigned to Post 
10 Harlan.
 • Detective Rodney 
Sturgill received the KSP 
Lifesaving Medal. Detec-

tive Sturgill is a 10-year 
veteran of KSP assigned to 
Post 10 Harlan.
 Post 10 Commander 
Danny Caudill said he is 
proud of the commitment 
and efforts of these units. 
It’s an honor to serve with 
these troopers and detec-
tives. They answer the call 
every day and I could not 
be prouder of them.
 KSP’s focus this year is 
to maintain and strengthen 
its essential workforce in 
order to better provide pub-
lic safety, maintain critical 
services and better reflect 
the diverse communities 
that KSP serves. For more 
information about KSP’s 
commitment of creating a 
better Kentucky by making 
the commonwealth’s streets 
safer, communities stronger 
and the nation more secure 
by providing exceptional 
law enforcement

Local Post 10 Troopers Honored 
at Kentucky State Police Sworn 
Award Ceremony 

Wallins Students And Staff Throw Carnival 
To Raise Money For Letcher County School

Four Troopers from Kentucky State Police Post 10 in Harlan were  honored at last week’s 
Sworn Awards Ceremony including Detective Rodney Sturgill, Trooper Jonathan Led-
ford, Trooper Brandon Burton and Detective Jacob Middleton. 

By Jennifer McDaniels
Tri-City News Contributor 

 It has been almost six 
months since Clover Fork 
man Michael Lamb went 
missing, and although there 
has been a considerable 
amount of attention giv-
en to the case by local au-
thorities, Lamb’s family is 
wanting answers. As more 
time passes without any 
word from Lamb, 52, who 
was reported missing to the 
Harlan County Sheriff’s Of-
fice on March 27, his fami-
ly is fearing the worst, but 
say they are praying for the 
best. Lamb’s son, Aaron, is 
now speaking up about his 
father, who reportedly has 
disappeared without a trace 
and without any solid in-
formation surrounding his 
case. 
 “It’s terrible! Its hard to 

describe!” exclaims Aaron 
Lamb about his father. “I 
can’t put into words what its 
like. Honestly I can’t.  Not 
a day goes by that I don’t 
think about him and won-

der where he’s at. If I’m not 
working, I’m out looking 
for him or asking people if 
they know anything….We 
need all the attention we 
can get about this case right 
now, because it seems to 
have died down and every-
one has just forgotten about 
it. We need answers.”
 Harlan County Sher-
iff’s Office Sergeants John 
Teagle and Daniel Lew-
is, who are both handling 
the Lamb missing person 
case, both say an enormous 
amount of time and legwork 
has gone into the investiga-
tion. Since the investigation 

Search Continues For Missing Clover Fork 
Man After Several Months Since Disappearance

52-year old Michael Lamb has 
been missing since March.

By Jennifer McDaniels
Tri-City News Contributor 

 Wallins Elementary and 
Junior High School students 
in Harlan County recently 
took a break from their be-
ginning-of-the-new-year 
studies to have a little fun 
– and to raise money for a 
much-needed good cause 
in neighboring Letcher 
County. Martha Jane Pot-
ter Elementary, one of the 
schools ravaged in the late 
July catastrophic flooding 
in East Kentucky, lost over 
10,000 books in its library, 
and substantial school sup-
plies, furniture, and equip-
ment were also destroyed. 
Staff and faculty of Wallins 
Elementary and Junior High 
came together not long af-
ter school started in Har-
lan County, and planned a 
fund-raising event to help 
out a school that sustained 
considerable damage in the 
massive flooding – and they 
chose Martha Jane Potter El-
ementary. 

  Wallins Elementary and 
Junior High School Princi-
pal Stan Nicely, along with 
two of his teachers, Billy 
Cottrell and Jeff Roberts, 
traveled to Letcher County 
to volunteer not long after 
the flood occurred. 
  “As we were driving 
toward Fleming-Neon and 
came to an intersection, 
Martha Jane Potter Elemen-
tary was right in front of us,” 
Nicely said. “It was unbe-
lievable to see the damage 
that had been done.  We con-
tinued on to Neon where we 
spent most of the day work-
ing.  The next day, Mr. Cot-
trell approached me wanting 
to do something to help that 
school.  I contacted their 
principal, Ms. Amber Stew-
art, and asked what would 
be the best way we could 
help. We settled on trying to 
replace whatever classroom 
supplies that we could that 
were lost.  After discussing 
this with other teachers, we 
settled on hosting a carni-
val for our students to raise 
funds to help them.  Our stu-
dents have been excited to 
help, and I’m glad to offer 
them the opportunity to par-
ticipate in such an important 
community service project.”
 There was plenty of 
festive carnival fun taking 
place at the Wallins school 
last Wednesday when the 
fund-raising event was held 
for Letcher County’s Martha 
Jane Potter Elementary. As 
carnival favorite games such 
as  cornhole, Plinko, bowl-
ing, and spin the wheel were 
played, there was plenty of 
laughter and squeals of de-
light sounding from inside 
the Wallins school. It was 

definitely the scene of car-
nival merry-making. Face 
painting had students show-
ing off their creative tal-
ents, and cup stacking was 
challenging students of all 
grades. But in the midst of 
all the festival fun, students, 
staff, and carnival visitors 
knew the seriousness behind 
the amusements. Their en-
deavors were raising money 
for children - just across the 
mountain – to eventually re-
turn to their own classrooms 
at Martha Jane Potter Ele-
mentary when all the mud 
is cleared from the historic 
flooding that not only de-
stroyed places of learning, 
but entire communities and 
towns. 
 “It fills my heart 
with happiness to help a 
school in need,” said Wal-
lins eighth-grader Kendall 
Brock. “I’ve had fun work-
ing the carnival and playing 
a small part in helping them 
get back some of the items 
they lost.”  
 Wallins eighth- grader 
Austin Milwee said he was 
proud of how his school 
came together for a good 
cause. 
  “It always feels good to 
help others when they need 
it.” Milwee said. “I’m glad 
our school came together to 
help Martha Jane Potter El-
ementary and to help them 
through a bad time.” 
   Nicely said many of 
his school’s eighth-grad-
ers worked the carnival by 
helping younger students 
with games, painting fac-
es, and passing out snacks.  
Everyone who attended the 
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Newly elected Magistrate of   District 1 Magistrate Paul Caldwell (left) was congratulated by his 
contender Democrat candidate Robert Leo Miller at the Harlan County Courthouse on election 
night after winning the Special Election race. Caldwell won with 58.68 percentage of the votes.                                                                              
/Photo by Jennifer McDaniels

By Connor Griffin
The Louisville Courier-Journal

 LG&E and KU can 
retire two aging coal-fired 
generating units in Jeffer-
son County and three nat-
ural gas units, build a new 
natural gas unit and expand 
its renewable portfolio un-
der a new order from the 
Kentucky Public Service 
Commission.
 However, the com-
mission denied the utility’s 
request to retire two other 
coal-fired units in Carroll 
and Mercer counties and 
deferred its request for a 
second new natural gas unit.
 The decision marks 
a further shift away from 
coal for Kentucky’s largest 
utility, but at a slower pace 
of transition than LG&E 
would have liked. That de-
lay is driven, at least in part, 
by a new law from the state 
legislature earlier this year, 
which restricts utilities’ re-
tirement of fossil fuel pow-
er plants.
 Last week’s order fol-
lowed months of input from 
interested parties across 
Kentucky, resulting in an 
enormous docket with hun-
dreds of thousands of pages 
of discovery.
 “I don’t think any side 
expected to get everything 
they were requesting, and 
no side did,” said Byron 
Gary, an attorney for the 
Kentucky Resources Coun-
cil.
 Here’s what the or-
der means for the future of 
energy generation in Ken-
tucky, and what some in-
terested parties are taking 
away from the key case:

A (slower) move away 
from coal
 The commission ap-
proved LG&E to retire 
two coal-fired units at its 
Mill Creek power plant, in 
southwest Jefferson County, 
which the utility said were 
becoming uneconomical to 
maintain given mandated 
pollution controls.
 The Mill Creek coal 
plant has long been a lead-
ing source of toxic air emis-
sions in Louisville, releas-
ing millions of pounds of 
sulfuric acid, heavy metals 
and other toxins into the 
surrounding area over the 
past decade.
 The plant has signifi-
cantly reduced those toxic 
emissions over time, and 
the retirement of two coal-
fired units there is expected 
to further improve air qual-
ity around Louisville. In 
comments on the case, Lou-
isville Metro said margins 
for the city to meet federal 
air quality standards are “ra-
zor-thin,” and that closing 

the coal-fired units “would 
be crucial to (Louisville’s) 
quest for attainment.”
 But advocates of the 
coal industry quickly re-
buked the commission’s 
decision to allow the retire-
ments, citing affordability 
and reliability fears. In a 
statement, the Kentucky 
Coal Association said the 
order “put Kentucky’s ener-
gy future at risk.”
 “Neither natural gas 
nor renewables like wind 
and solar will be able to 
meet even current demand, 
much less the rapidly in-
creasing demand for elec-
tricity ... over the next few 
decades,” KCA President 
Tucker Davis said, despite 
the findings of the commis-
sion.
 Ultimately, the deci-
sion will allow LG&E and 
KU to build out a “more 
balanced generation port-
folio,” the utility said in a 
statement, with “reliable 
service well into the fu-
ture.”
 But John Crockett, 
president of LG&E and 
KU, added the utility is 
“concerned” that the com-
mission’s decision to defer 
the additional natural gas 
unit could increase costs for 
ratepayers.
 The two coal-fired 
units not approved for re-
tirement are at the E.W. 
Brown generating station 
in Mercer County and the 
Ghent Generating Station in 
Carroll County.
 LG&E and KU brought 
up concerns about climbing 
maintenance costs in the 
argument to shutter those 
units. For example, a rela-
tively inefficient coal unit 
in Mercer County, already 
in operation for more than 
half a century, will require 
$26 million in “major main-
tenance” in 2027, according 
to the utility.
 The utility’s new nat-
ural gas plant is slated for 
the Mill Creek site. Burning 
natural gas generally pro-
duces less carbon emissions 
than coal, but research has 
shown escaping methane 

emissions from natural gas 
infrastructure can have det-
rimental consequences for 
climate, even on par with 
burning coal, depending on 
the rate of leakage.

Optimism among solar 
advocates
 The commission’s or-
der allows LG&E and KU 
to add 1,000 megawatts of 
solar and battery storage to 
its portfolio through a mix 
of new construction, acqui-
sition and power purchase 
agreements.
 The utility’s renew-
able resources would in-
crease exponentially under 
that plan, but still make up 
a small portion of LG&E 
and KU’s overall portfolio. 
Right now, the utility’s port-
folio is 1% renewable, and 
under the approved chang-
es, that would increase to 
9% by 2030, according to 
spokesperson Chris Whel-
an.
 The commission also 
approved what would be 
the largest set of energy 
efficiency programs in the 
utility’s history, expected to 
reduce future energy con-
sumption.
 For stakeholders in 
Kentucky’s energy transi-
tion, a central question in 
this case was whether re-
newable energy resources, 
like solar, would be deemed 
“dispatchable,” meaning 
their generation can be 
scaled up and down quickly 
on demand. To replace fos-
sil fuel units, they must be, 
under the state’s new legis-
lation restricting fossil fuel 
unit retirements.
 The commission “left 
the door open” on that 
question, Gary said. But, 
citing neighboring regional 
transmission organizations 
MISO and PJM, the order 
did not rule out renewables 
as dispatchable.
 “The context in which 
dispatchable is used sup-
ports an interpretation that 
does not exclude intermit-
tent resources,” the com-
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PSC makes decision on KU’s 
proposed move away from coal
Company given go ahead to retire 2 coal fired plants

By Jennifer McDaniels
Tri-City News Contributor 

 Harlan County contin-
ued its trend of voting red 
in this November’s General 
Election. While Kentucky 
Governor Andy Beshear 
easily won a second term 
by defeating his Republi-
can contender Daniel Cam-
eron in what national news 
outlets referred to as “an 
expensive and hard-fought 
race” in the Common-
wealth, Beshear did not fare 
too well in Harlan County, 
only securing 34 percentage 
of the votes.                   
 Harlan County’s “go-
ing red” political climate 
trend also impacted a local 
magisterial race. 
 A special election was 
held this November for the 
District 1 Magistrate seat 
on the Harlan County Fiscal 
Court after the passing of 
Clark “Sparky” Middleton 
in January. 
 Middleton had just 
been elected to serve a third 
term as District 1 Magistrate 
when failed health claimed 

his life, leaving not only a 
vacancy in fiscal court, but 
within the entire communi-
ty. 
 Harlan County Judge 
Executive Dan Mosley said 
upon Middleton’s passing 
earlier this year that a hole 
had been left in the fabric of 
Harlan County government. 
Two contenders, howev-
er, competed in the Special 
Election this November to 
continue the work of Mid-
dleton with the Republican 
candidate being the victor.                                    
 Paul Caldwell, a long-
time Republican who pre-
viously served as District 
1 Magistrate before Mid-
dleton for 17 years, was 
declared the winner of the 
Special Election on Tuesday 
Nov. 7, securing 58.68 per-
cent of the votes against his 
Democrat contender, Robert 
Leo Miller, who secured a 
41 percent. Miller had been 
temporarily serving as Dis-
trict 1 Magistrate in Harlan 
County since January after 
Gov. Beshear appointed him 
to the seat after Middleton’s 
passing. 

 Mosley said while both 
candidates ran a clean, solid 
race, he felt that the county’s 
“going red” trend affected 
the outcome.                                       
 “Paul has a large foot-
print in District 1 from his 
years of service as a mag-
istrate,” Mosley said. “Dis-
trict 1 is a heavy Republican 
district with 2,400 to 2,500 
Republicans and 1,400 
Democrats I think now. The 
politics in that District defi-
nitely favors the Republi-
cans. I think that gave Paul 
the advantage.”                                     
 Mosley said both Cald-
well and Miller were proven 
leaders in their community, 
and each had the experience 
and the passion for public 
service to fill the District 1 
Magistrate seat with capa-
bility and efficiency. He said 
it was unfortunate that a race 
had to be run to replace Mid-
dleton.                                        
  “It’s a very unfortunate 
circumstance that we even 
had a special magistrate 
race because of the death of 
Sparky Middleton, who was 
elected by the people last 
November to serve another 
four years,” Mosley said. 
“Certainly we miss Sparky, 
and he was a valuable mem-
ber of our court.”                             
 While Caldwell and 
Miller ran neck and neck 
throughout most of the vot-
ing tabulation on election 
night, Caldwell came out as 
the winner. 
 Harlan County Repub-
lican Chairman Clark Bai-
ley said it was Caldwell’s 
Republican influence in his 
own community in the Pine 
Mountain area that leaped 
him ahead in the election, 
with the final  total being 
997 votes for him and 702 
for Miller. 

Caldwell Returns To District 1 Magistrate 
Seat After Winning Special Election
Jackson Sweeps Race For District Judge 

Continued to Page 2

Former Harlan District Judge Scott Lisenbee (left) watched the 
election returns at the courthouse with Otis Jackson, whose son, 
Jason, ran for and won the 26th Judicial District bench in No-
vember’s Special Election. The Judge vacancy became open 
when Lisenbee resigned earlier this year to take over the law 
practice of the late Otis Doan.

Charts show how KU is moving away from Coal.

The 84% of the company’s energy is derived from coal will be 
reduced to 62% with the retirement of 2 coal fired plants.Continued to Page 2

Could Eastern Kentucky 
Be Urged To Swap Coal 
For Nuclear Energy?

with its history of ener-
gy production, is ready to 
reap the economic benefits 
through new investments 
leading to local job cre-
ation. This project will be 
the initial catalyst.”
  The initiative prom-
ises to invigorate the lo-
cal economy by laying the 
foundation for high-value 
job creation in the emerging 
sector of nuclear energy. It 
also focuses on developing 
the necessary infrastructure 
to support this high-tech 
industry, attracting further 
investment and stimulating 
economic growth across the 
region.
  “Cohort 2 of the Com-
munities LEAP initiative 
is set to provide Eastern 
Kentucky and its peers with 
up to $18 million worth 
of technical assistance, 
empowering underserved 
communities to reap eco-
nomic benefits such as job 
creation, infrastructural im-
provements, and enhanced 
local services. For Eastern 
Kentucky, this project is a 
beacon of future prosperity, 
harnessing the region’s rich 
energy production history 
to fuel its economic renais-
sance,” the press release 
states. 
 Communities LEAP 
Cohort 2 is a Department of 
Energy program designed 
to provide technical assis-
tance to communities to de-
velop clean energy projects 
that bring direct economic 
benefits to places negative-
ly impacted by the decline 
of traditional energy indus-
tries.
 On the Department of 
Energy’s website, Eastern 
Kentucky is listed as be-
ing awarded assistance for 
“Advanced Nuclear Tech-
nology and Support for Ex-
isting Reactors.”
 Last year, sites in the 
Southwest Virginia counties 
of Dickenson, Lee, Scott 
and Wise and the city of 
Norton were deemed to be 
“ideal” for installing small 

modular nuclear reactors 
(SMRs), according to a fea-
sibility study.
 Examining the techni-
cal feasibility, safety con-
siderations and economic 
viability of locating small 
reactors in Southwest Vir-
ginia, the study conducted 
by Reston-based Dominion 
Engineering Inc. deemed 
Southwest Virginia a “com-
petitive hosting ground for 
SMRs.”
 The state-funded study 
bolstered Virginia Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin’s push for 
nuclear energy to be part 
of the state’s green energy 
framework, the Virginia 
Clean Economy Act, which 
was passed by the General 
Assembly in 2020. In Oc-
tober 2022, Youngkin an-
nounced a goal of bringing 
a small nuclear reactor to 
Southwest Virginia within 
10 years — despite the fact 
that the only currently oper-
ational SMR is in Russia. 
 The idea of nuclear en-
ergy being a bridge between 
fossil fuels and renew-
able solar and wind energy 
sources had support from 
both Virginia Republicans 
and Democrats.
 The seven potential 
SMR sites identified by the 
study are: 
 • Bullitt Mine Com-
plex, Wise County
 • Vacant limestone 
mine, Scott County
 • Abandoned mine 
land site, Lee County near 
Wise County border
 • Mineral Gap/Lone-
some Pine Regional Busi-
ness and Technology Park, 
Wise County
 • Project Intersection 
(188-acre surface coal mine 
site at U.S. 23 and U.S. Alt 
58), Norton
 • Red Onion Indus-
trial Park, Dickenson Coun-
ty
 • Virginia City Hy-
brid Energy Center power 
station, St. Paul

Continued to Page 3

A grassroots opposition movement spung up in Wise and Dick-
enson counties when the Virginia governor announced that he 
wanted to see the state’s first small module nuclear site to be 
located in Southwest Virginia. Yard signs and billboards embla-
zened with “Don’t NUKE SWVA” are a common site along city 
streets and highways there.

Cumberland Mayor Charles Raleigh is proud of the upgrades that’s been made to his city’s 
wastewater treatment plant during his eight years in his office. If agreed upon, one of the 
solutions suggested for the Tri-Cities’ wastewater woes is for Cumberland, Benham, and 
Lynch to have an interconnection agreement that would send sewage from Lynch and 
Benham to Cumberland to be treated.

By Jennifer McDaniels
Tri-City News Contributor

 Looney Creek is flow-
ing through the Tri-Cities 
with high contamination 
levels. 
 There has been so much 
e-coli found in the stream 
that runs off Black Moun-
tain and into the former 
coal towns of Lynch, Ben-
ham, and Cumberland that 
state government has issued 
a no-contact mandate. This 
alarming information has 
been daunting for three, 
struggling towns trying to 
keep their infrastructures 
intact and their heads above 
water in economic hard 
times with the decline in the 
coal industry that has result-
ed in significant loss of pop-
ulation and revenue. 
 The information is 
scary for residents who are 
wanting both local and state 
governments to do some-
thing about it first and fore-
most for public safety rea-
sons, but also to make the 
Tri-City community habit-
able for much needed tour-
ism and economic growth. 
 The no-contact mandate 
for Looney Creek has actu-
ally been in effect for quite 
some time, but the serious-

Solutions Proposed By EPA 
For Tri-Cities Wastewater Woes 
Looney Creek Contaminated By E-coli

ness of the water source sit-
uation has gained increased 
public attention recently 
as a result of a communi-
ty pilot wastewater study 
that was conducted through 
free funding made possible 
in a joint partnership with 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) and the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). 
 The intent of the study, 
which cost around $200,000 
to complete in the Tri-Cit-
ies, is to provide solutions 
for rural wastewater sys-
tems in economically chal-
lenged areas of the nation. 
 The Tri-Cities was one 
of 11 rural communities in 
the United States awarded 
the study opportunity by the 
EPA’s “Closing America’s 
Wastewater Gap” iniative. 
The free study, which many 
local and state officials 
called a “once in a lifetime 
opportunity” wrapped up 
in May with a community 
meeting held at Benham’s 
Schoolhouse Inn on Tues-
day, May 14 where the 
Tri-Cities’ longtime waste-

water woes were presented 
to the public with solutions 
presented by the study’s 
project engineer, Janet 
Cherry. 
 While the communi-
ty meeting lasted over two 
hours with in-depth analy-
sis of the Tri-City’s waste-
water systems and ques-
tions and concerns posed by 
the public, in summation, 
what was determined at the 
meeting was that the towns 
of Lynch, Benham, and 
Cumberland all three have 
aging sewage plants well 
past the life expectancy of 
infrastructure built in the 
mid-1900s, and, as a result, 
their sub-standard systems 
have caused the cities to be 
in millions of dollars worth 
of violations and court liti-
gation, including the town 
of Lynch’s sewer plant 
pumping wastewater that 
has been failed to be prop-
erly treated back into Loo-
ney Creek. 
 “I’m not after the pen-
alty, I’m after the compli-
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 With the recent water out-
age coming to an end, Harlan 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Director Stephen Lewis 
took to social media to thank 
those who helped during the 
lengthy water outage that af-
fected thousands of Black 
Mountain Utility District cus-
tomers and closed Wallins El-
ementary School for over a 
week.
 “I just wanted to give a sin-
cere thank you to all the organi-
zations that helped during this 
time of crisis for our communi-
ty,” he said. “It is important for 
me to let these organizations 
know how vital they were in 
helping complete our mission.”
 Lewis thanked the Wall-
ins Fire Department and Chief 
Spencer Bailey Jr. for both the 
use of their station and for the 
hard work and dedication of 
department members that came 
every day to help distribute wa-
ter to their community.  
 “Most people only think 
the fire department is there 
to respond to house fires, and 

while that is the primary mis-
sion of a fire department, many 
do not realize that they can, 
will, and do support their com-
munities in many other ways,” 
he said.  
 “These men and women 
are always ready to volunteer 
their time and energy to help 
their community, and have 
proven time and time again that 
they are up for the challenge.  
I appreciate the dedication 
shown by the Wallins Fire De-
partment, and I hope the com-
munity will show their appreci-
ation to a department that truly 
cares for them.” 
 Next, Lewis paid tributed 
to the Appalachian Challenge 
Academy. 
 “The support you provided 
from leadership staff and cadets 
was pivotal in completing this 
mission. As soon as the Cadets 
arrived on the scene to help 
distribute water, wait times de-
creased dramatically and peo-
ple were able to get the water 

Emergency Management 
Thanks Those Who 
Assisted With Restoring 
Water To BMUD Customers

Continued to Page 2

Special to Tri-City News

 After 10 years paying his 
dues on the local music circuit, 
Harlan’s Dakota Saylor has 
found his voice on his debut 
single, “Letterbomb,” releasing 
Friday, May 23.

 The Central Appalachian 
singer-songwriter’s music has 
steadily evolved from his home 
region’s deep tradition of hon-
est storytelling into a sparse yet 
vivid representation of life in 
isolation — and the anticipa-
tion of something more.
 “I joke that I’ve written 
songs since I was a toddler,” 
Saylor says, “but ‘Letterbomb’ 
feels like the very first time 
I’ve put something together 
that transcends the words I put 
to paper. It’s just got that laid-

After a decade of performing, 
Harlan’s Dakota Saylor 
to release debut single May 23

Local singer/songwriter Dakota 
Saylor.

Hundreds turn out for Grey Matters Run 
in honor of Brandon Robinson

Harlan County Judge Executive Dan Mosley, along with past and present co-workers at WYMT-
TV, were among the hundreds who participated in Saturday’s Grey Matters 5k/10k held in 
Whitesburg in honor of Brandon Robinson. The event was started by Robinson and his wife, 
Stephanie, after he was diagnosed with a brain tumor several years ago to raise awareness for 
brain tumors and treatment. The much loved meteorologist and television personality is fol-
lowed by thousands on social media, all who call him “friend.” Continued to Page 3

as they take their next steps—
whether into the workforce or 
on to further education.”
 The majority of the gradu-
ates plan to enter the workforce 
or transfer to four-year institu-
tions.
 “Our mission is to help 
students lead, serve, and suc-
ceed—and this class has truly 
risen to that challenge,” said 
Jackson.

ing associate degrees in arts and 
science, as well as industry-rec-
ognized credentials in areas 
such as nursing, business, edu-
cation, and skilled trades.
 “This class represents 
strength, determination, and the 
promise of a brighter future,” 
said Interim President and CEO 
Dr. Patsy Jackson. “We are hon-
ored to recognize their accom-
plishments and to support them 

SKCTC celebrates record-breaking 
graduating class at 2025 commencement
 CUMBERLAND, Ky.  — 
A record number of diplomas, 
degrees, and certificates—1,486 
in total—were awarded to more 
than 900 students this year, as 
the 2025 commencement cer-
emony was held Thursday, 
May 8, at Harlan County High 
School.
 Graduates were recognized 
from a wide range of academic 
and technical programs, includ-

By Tina Whitaker

 The recent push by 
Virginia Governor Glenn 
Younkin for small mod-
ule nuclear reactors being 
located on several sites in 
southwest Virginia may 
have made its way to east-
ern Kentucky as well.
 This week, Shaping 
Our Appalachian Region 
(SOAR) announced that 
will “evaluate Eastern Ken-
tucky’s role in the burgeon-
ing nuclear energy sector” 
in a press release.
 According to SOAR, 
“Eastern Kentucky is 
well-positioned for inclu-
sion as the nuclear energy 
sector develops in Ken-
tucky and beyond thanks 
to the Communities Local 
Energy Action Program 
(Communities LEAP) Co-
hort 2, administered by the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) and the National Re-
newable Energy Laboratory 
(NREL). This initiative fo-
cuses on fostering substan-
tial economic development 
in economically distressed 
regions by harnessing in-
novative energy technolo-
gies.”
  The project, titled 
“Coal to Nuclear: Explor-
ing the Economic Potential 
of Nuclear Energy in East-
ern Kentucky,” is led by 
Shaping Our Appalachian 
Region, Inc. (SOAR), in 
partnership with the Ken-
tucky Energy and Environ-
ment Cabinet’s Office of 
Energy Policy. It aims to 
leverage the advanced ca-
pabilities of nuclear tech-
nology as a catalyst for sig-
nificant economic growth 
and job creation.
  “Really excited for this 
opportunity,” said Colby 
Hall, SOAR Executive Di-
rector. “SOAR is grateful 
for our partnership with the 
Kentucky Energy and Envi-
ronment Cabinet’s Office of 
Energy Policy and the con-
tinuous support we receive 
from Congressman Hal 
Rogers and his staff. The 
Commonwealth is making 
nuclear energy a top ener-
gy priority. Over the next 
decade, Eastern Kentucky, 
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One Wallins Elementary and Junior High School student took his time to make sure his 
aim was perfect while playing a carnival game during last week’s fund raiser for Martha 
Jane Potter, one of the Letcher County Schools damaged in recent flooding.

Continued to Page 3

Special to Tri-City News
 
 Harlan, Ky. – The Ken-
tucky State Police (KSP) 
held its annual sworn 
awards ceremony in Lex-
ington to honor 75 troopers 
and officers who put on a 
uniform each day to patrol 
Kentucky’s neighborhoods 
with a mission of serving 
and protecting their fellow 
citizens. The achievement 
awards presented were for 
acts of bravery and service 
that occurred in 2021.
 During the ceremony, 
KSP Commissioner Phillip 
Burnett Jr. recognized the 
agency’s troopers and offi-
cers for going beyond the 
mission of KSP in 2021 to 
protect and serve the citi-
zens of the commonwealth 
by responding to two his-
toric natural disasters, 
running into unthinkable 
dangers, assisting with the 

continued fight against the 
deadly drug epidemic and 
answering thousands of 
calls for service.
 Four troopers from the 
Post 10 area were included 
in those honors:
 • Trooper Jonathan 
Ledford was named 2021 
Post 10 Trooper of the Year. 
Trooper Ledford is a 3-year 
veteran of KSP assigned to 
Post 10 Harlan.
 • Detective Jacob Mid-
dleton was named 2021 
Post 10 Detective of the 
Year. Detective Middleton 
is a 6-year veteran of KSP 
assigned to Post 10 Harlan.
 • Trooper Brandon 
Burton received the KSP 
Lifesaving Medal. Trooper 
Burton is an 11-year veter-
an of KSP assigned to Post 
10 Harlan.
 • Detective Rodney 
Sturgill received the KSP 
Lifesaving Medal. Detec-

tive Sturgill is a 10-year 
veteran of KSP assigned to 
Post 10 Harlan.
 Post 10 Commander 
Danny Caudill said he is 
proud of the commitment 
and efforts of these units. 
It’s an honor to serve with 
these troopers and detec-
tives. They answer the call 
every day and I could not 
be prouder of them.
 KSP’s focus this year is 
to maintain and strengthen 
its essential workforce in 
order to better provide pub-
lic safety, maintain critical 
services and better reflect 
the diverse communities 
that KSP serves. For more 
information about KSP’s 
commitment of creating a 
better Kentucky by making 
the commonwealth’s streets 
safer, communities stronger 
and the nation more secure 
by providing exceptional 
law enforcement

Local Post 10 Troopers Honored 
at Kentucky State Police Sworn 
Award Ceremony 

Wallins Students And Staff Throw Carnival 
To Raise Money For Letcher County School

Four Troopers from Kentucky State Police Post 10 in Harlan were  honored at last week’s 
Sworn Awards Ceremony including Detective Rodney Sturgill, Trooper Jonathan Led-
ford, Trooper Brandon Burton and Detective Jacob Middleton. 

By Jennifer McDaniels
Tri-City News Contributor 

 It has been almost six 
months since Clover Fork 
man Michael Lamb went 
missing, and although there 
has been a considerable 
amount of attention giv-
en to the case by local au-
thorities, Lamb’s family is 
wanting answers. As more 
time passes without any 
word from Lamb, 52, who 
was reported missing to the 
Harlan County Sheriff’s Of-
fice on March 27, his fami-
ly is fearing the worst, but 
say they are praying for the 
best. Lamb’s son, Aaron, is 
now speaking up about his 
father, who reportedly has 
disappeared without a trace 
and without any solid in-
formation surrounding his 
case. 
 “It’s terrible! Its hard to 

describe!” exclaims Aaron 
Lamb about his father. “I 
can’t put into words what its 
like. Honestly I can’t.  Not 
a day goes by that I don’t 
think about him and won-

der where he’s at. If I’m not 
working, I’m out looking 
for him or asking people if 
they know anything….We 
need all the attention we 
can get about this case right 
now, because it seems to 
have died down and every-
one has just forgotten about 
it. We need answers.”
 Harlan County Sher-
iff’s Office Sergeants John 
Teagle and Daniel Lew-
is, who are both handling 
the Lamb missing person 
case, both say an enormous 
amount of time and legwork 
has gone into the investiga-
tion. Since the investigation 

Search Continues For Missing Clover Fork 
Man After Several Months Since Disappearance

52-year old Michael Lamb has 
been missing since March.

By Jennifer McDaniels
Tri-City News Contributor 

 Wallins Elementary and 
Junior High School students 
in Harlan County recently 
took a break from their be-
ginning-of-the-new-year 
studies to have a little fun 
– and to raise money for a 
much-needed good cause 
in neighboring Letcher 
County. Martha Jane Pot-
ter Elementary, one of the 
schools ravaged in the late 
July catastrophic flooding 
in East Kentucky, lost over 
10,000 books in its library, 
and substantial school sup-
plies, furniture, and equip-
ment were also destroyed. 
Staff and faculty of Wallins 
Elementary and Junior High 
came together not long af-
ter school started in Har-
lan County, and planned a 
fund-raising event to help 
out a school that sustained 
considerable damage in the 
massive flooding – and they 
chose Martha Jane Potter El-
ementary. 

  Wallins Elementary and 
Junior High School Princi-
pal Stan Nicely, along with 
two of his teachers, Billy 
Cottrell and Jeff Roberts, 
traveled to Letcher County 
to volunteer not long after 
the flood occurred. 
  “As we were driving 
toward Fleming-Neon and 
came to an intersection, 
Martha Jane Potter Elemen-
tary was right in front of us,” 
Nicely said. “It was unbe-
lievable to see the damage 
that had been done.  We con-
tinued on to Neon where we 
spent most of the day work-
ing.  The next day, Mr. Cot-
trell approached me wanting 
to do something to help that 
school.  I contacted their 
principal, Ms. Amber Stew-
art, and asked what would 
be the best way we could 
help. We settled on trying to 
replace whatever classroom 
supplies that we could that 
were lost.  After discussing 
this with other teachers, we 
settled on hosting a carni-
val for our students to raise 
funds to help them.  Our stu-
dents have been excited to 
help, and I’m glad to offer 
them the opportunity to par-
ticipate in such an important 
community service project.”
 There was plenty of 
festive carnival fun taking 
place at the Wallins school 
last Wednesday when the 
fund-raising event was held 
for Letcher County’s Martha 
Jane Potter Elementary. As 
carnival favorite games such 
as  cornhole, Plinko, bowl-
ing, and spin the wheel were 
played, there was plenty of 
laughter and squeals of de-
light sounding from inside 
the Wallins school. It was 

definitely the scene of car-
nival merry-making. Face 
painting had students show-
ing off their creative tal-
ents, and cup stacking was 
challenging students of all 
grades. But in the midst of 
all the festival fun, students, 
staff, and carnival visitors 
knew the seriousness behind 
the amusements. Their en-
deavors were raising money 
for children - just across the 
mountain – to eventually re-
turn to their own classrooms 
at Martha Jane Potter Ele-
mentary when all the mud 
is cleared from the historic 
flooding that not only de-
stroyed places of learning, 
but entire communities and 
towns. 
 “It fills my heart 
with happiness to help a 
school in need,” said Wal-
lins eighth-grader Kendall 
Brock. “I’ve had fun work-
ing the carnival and playing 
a small part in helping them 
get back some of the items 
they lost.”  
 Wallins eighth- grader 
Austin Milwee said he was 
proud of how his school 
came together for a good 
cause. 
  “It always feels good to 
help others when they need 
it.” Milwee said. “I’m glad 
our school came together to 
help Martha Jane Potter El-
ementary and to help them 
through a bad time.” 
   Nicely said many of 
his school’s eighth-grad-
ers worked the carnival by 
helping younger students 
with games, painting fac-
es, and passing out snacks.  
Everyone who attended the 

Continued to Page 8

Newly elected Magistrate of   District 1 Magistrate Paul Caldwell (left) was congratulated by his 
contender Democrat candidate Robert Leo Miller at the Harlan County Courthouse on election 
night after winning the Special Election race. Caldwell won with 58.68 percentage of the votes.                                                                              
/Photo by Jennifer McDaniels

By Connor Griffin
The Louisville Courier-Journal

 LG&E and KU can 
retire two aging coal-fired 
generating units in Jeffer-
son County and three nat-
ural gas units, build a new 
natural gas unit and expand 
its renewable portfolio un-
der a new order from the 
Kentucky Public Service 
Commission.
 However, the com-
mission denied the utility’s 
request to retire two other 
coal-fired units in Carroll 
and Mercer counties and 
deferred its request for a 
second new natural gas unit.
 The decision marks 
a further shift away from 
coal for Kentucky’s largest 
utility, but at a slower pace 
of transition than LG&E 
would have liked. That de-
lay is driven, at least in part, 
by a new law from the state 
legislature earlier this year, 
which restricts utilities’ re-
tirement of fossil fuel pow-
er plants.
 Last week’s order fol-
lowed months of input from 
interested parties across 
Kentucky, resulting in an 
enormous docket with hun-
dreds of thousands of pages 
of discovery.
 “I don’t think any side 
expected to get everything 
they were requesting, and 
no side did,” said Byron 
Gary, an attorney for the 
Kentucky Resources Coun-
cil.
 Here’s what the or-
der means for the future of 
energy generation in Ken-
tucky, and what some in-
terested parties are taking 
away from the key case:

A (slower) move away 
from coal
 The commission ap-
proved LG&E to retire 
two coal-fired units at its 
Mill Creek power plant, in 
southwest Jefferson County, 
which the utility said were 
becoming uneconomical to 
maintain given mandated 
pollution controls.
 The Mill Creek coal 
plant has long been a lead-
ing source of toxic air emis-
sions in Louisville, releas-
ing millions of pounds of 
sulfuric acid, heavy metals 
and other toxins into the 
surrounding area over the 
past decade.
 The plant has signifi-
cantly reduced those toxic 
emissions over time, and 
the retirement of two coal-
fired units there is expected 
to further improve air qual-
ity around Louisville. In 
comments on the case, Lou-
isville Metro said margins 
for the city to meet federal 
air quality standards are “ra-
zor-thin,” and that closing 

the coal-fired units “would 
be crucial to (Louisville’s) 
quest for attainment.”
 But advocates of the 
coal industry quickly re-
buked the commission’s 
decision to allow the retire-
ments, citing affordability 
and reliability fears. In a 
statement, the Kentucky 
Coal Association said the 
order “put Kentucky’s ener-
gy future at risk.”
 “Neither natural gas 
nor renewables like wind 
and solar will be able to 
meet even current demand, 
much less the rapidly in-
creasing demand for elec-
tricity ... over the next few 
decades,” KCA President 
Tucker Davis said, despite 
the findings of the commis-
sion.
 Ultimately, the deci-
sion will allow LG&E and 
KU to build out a “more 
balanced generation port-
folio,” the utility said in a 
statement, with “reliable 
service well into the fu-
ture.”
 But John Crockett, 
president of LG&E and 
KU, added the utility is 
“concerned” that the com-
mission’s decision to defer 
the additional natural gas 
unit could increase costs for 
ratepayers.
 The two coal-fired 
units not approved for re-
tirement are at the E.W. 
Brown generating station 
in Mercer County and the 
Ghent Generating Station in 
Carroll County.
 LG&E and KU brought 
up concerns about climbing 
maintenance costs in the 
argument to shutter those 
units. For example, a rela-
tively inefficient coal unit 
in Mercer County, already 
in operation for more than 
half a century, will require 
$26 million in “major main-
tenance” in 2027, according 
to the utility.
 The utility’s new nat-
ural gas plant is slated for 
the Mill Creek site. Burning 
natural gas generally pro-
duces less carbon emissions 
than coal, but research has 
shown escaping methane 

emissions from natural gas 
infrastructure can have det-
rimental consequences for 
climate, even on par with 
burning coal, depending on 
the rate of leakage.

Optimism among solar 
advocates
 The commission’s or-
der allows LG&E and KU 
to add 1,000 megawatts of 
solar and battery storage to 
its portfolio through a mix 
of new construction, acqui-
sition and power purchase 
agreements.
 The utility’s renew-
able resources would in-
crease exponentially under 
that plan, but still make up 
a small portion of LG&E 
and KU’s overall portfolio. 
Right now, the utility’s port-
folio is 1% renewable, and 
under the approved chang-
es, that would increase to 
9% by 2030, according to 
spokesperson Chris Whel-
an.
 The commission also 
approved what would be 
the largest set of energy 
efficiency programs in the 
utility’s history, expected to 
reduce future energy con-
sumption.
 For stakeholders in 
Kentucky’s energy transi-
tion, a central question in 
this case was whether re-
newable energy resources, 
like solar, would be deemed 
“dispatchable,” meaning 
their generation can be 
scaled up and down quickly 
on demand. To replace fos-
sil fuel units, they must be, 
under the state’s new legis-
lation restricting fossil fuel 
unit retirements.
 The commission “left 
the door open” on that 
question, Gary said. But, 
citing neighboring regional 
transmission organizations 
MISO and PJM, the order 
did not rule out renewables 
as dispatchable.
 “The context in which 
dispatchable is used sup-
ports an interpretation that 
does not exclude intermit-
tent resources,” the com-

Continued to Page 2
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PSC makes decision on KU’s 
proposed move away from coal
Company given go ahead to retire 2 coal fired plants

By Jennifer McDaniels
Tri-City News Contributor 

 Harlan County contin-
ued its trend of voting red 
in this November’s General 
Election. While Kentucky 
Governor Andy Beshear 
easily won a second term 
by defeating his Republi-
can contender Daniel Cam-
eron in what national news 
outlets referred to as “an 
expensive and hard-fought 
race” in the Common-
wealth, Beshear did not fare 
too well in Harlan County, 
only securing 34 percentage 
of the votes.                   
 Harlan County’s “go-
ing red” political climate 
trend also impacted a local 
magisterial race. 
 A special election was 
held this November for the 
District 1 Magistrate seat 
on the Harlan County Fiscal 
Court after the passing of 
Clark “Sparky” Middleton 
in January. 
 Middleton had just 
been elected to serve a third 
term as District 1 Magistrate 
when failed health claimed 

his life, leaving not only a 
vacancy in fiscal court, but 
within the entire communi-
ty. 
 Harlan County Judge 
Executive Dan Mosley said 
upon Middleton’s passing 
earlier this year that a hole 
had been left in the fabric of 
Harlan County government. 
Two contenders, howev-
er, competed in the Special 
Election this November to 
continue the work of Mid-
dleton with the Republican 
candidate being the victor.                                    
 Paul Caldwell, a long-
time Republican who pre-
viously served as District 
1 Magistrate before Mid-
dleton for 17 years, was 
declared the winner of the 
Special Election on Tuesday 
Nov. 7, securing 58.68 per-
cent of the votes against his 
Democrat contender, Robert 
Leo Miller, who secured a 
41 percent. Miller had been 
temporarily serving as Dis-
trict 1 Magistrate in Harlan 
County since January after 
Gov. Beshear appointed him 
to the seat after Middleton’s 
passing. 

 Mosley said while both 
candidates ran a clean, solid 
race, he felt that the county’s 
“going red” trend affected 
the outcome.                                       
 “Paul has a large foot-
print in District 1 from his 
years of service as a mag-
istrate,” Mosley said. “Dis-
trict 1 is a heavy Republican 
district with 2,400 to 2,500 
Republicans and 1,400 
Democrats I think now. The 
politics in that District defi-
nitely favors the Republi-
cans. I think that gave Paul 
the advantage.”                                     
 Mosley said both Cald-
well and Miller were proven 
leaders in their community, 
and each had the experience 
and the passion for public 
service to fill the District 1 
Magistrate seat with capa-
bility and efficiency. He said 
it was unfortunate that a race 
had to be run to replace Mid-
dleton.                                        
  “It’s a very unfortunate 
circumstance that we even 
had a special magistrate 
race because of the death of 
Sparky Middleton, who was 
elected by the people last 
November to serve another 
four years,” Mosley said. 
“Certainly we miss Sparky, 
and he was a valuable mem-
ber of our court.”                             
 While Caldwell and 
Miller ran neck and neck 
throughout most of the vot-
ing tabulation on election 
night, Caldwell came out as 
the winner. 
 Harlan County Repub-
lican Chairman Clark Bai-
ley said it was Caldwell’s 
Republican influence in his 
own community in the Pine 
Mountain area that leaped 
him ahead in the election, 
with the final  total being 
997 votes for him and 702 
for Miller. 

Caldwell Returns To District 1 Magistrate 
Seat After Winning Special Election
Jackson Sweeps Race For District Judge 

Continued to Page 2

Former Harlan District Judge Scott Lisenbee (left) watched the 
election returns at the courthouse with Otis Jackson, whose son, 
Jason, ran for and won the 26th Judicial District bench in No-
vember’s Special Election. The Judge vacancy became open 
when Lisenbee resigned earlier this year to take over the law 
practice of the late Otis Doan.

Charts show how KU is moving away from Coal.

The 84% of the company’s energy is derived from coal will be 
reduced to 62% with the retirement of 2 coal fired plants.Continued to Page 2

Could Eastern Kentucky 
Be Urged To Swap Coal 
For Nuclear Energy?

with its history of ener-
gy production, is ready to 
reap the economic benefits 
through new investments 
leading to local job cre-
ation. This project will be 
the initial catalyst.”
  The initiative prom-
ises to invigorate the lo-
cal economy by laying the 
foundation for high-value 
job creation in the emerging 
sector of nuclear energy. It 
also focuses on developing 
the necessary infrastructure 
to support this high-tech 
industry, attracting further 
investment and stimulating 
economic growth across the 
region.
  “Cohort 2 of the Com-
munities LEAP initiative 
is set to provide Eastern 
Kentucky and its peers with 
up to $18 million worth 
of technical assistance, 
empowering underserved 
communities to reap eco-
nomic benefits such as job 
creation, infrastructural im-
provements, and enhanced 
local services. For Eastern 
Kentucky, this project is a 
beacon of future prosperity, 
harnessing the region’s rich 
energy production history 
to fuel its economic renais-
sance,” the press release 
states. 
 Communities LEAP 
Cohort 2 is a Department of 
Energy program designed 
to provide technical assis-
tance to communities to de-
velop clean energy projects 
that bring direct economic 
benefits to places negative-
ly impacted by the decline 
of traditional energy indus-
tries.
 On the Department of 
Energy’s website, Eastern 
Kentucky is listed as be-
ing awarded assistance for 
“Advanced Nuclear Tech-
nology and Support for Ex-
isting Reactors.”
 Last year, sites in the 
Southwest Virginia counties 
of Dickenson, Lee, Scott 
and Wise and the city of 
Norton were deemed to be 
“ideal” for installing small 

modular nuclear reactors 
(SMRs), according to a fea-
sibility study.
 Examining the techni-
cal feasibility, safety con-
siderations and economic 
viability of locating small 
reactors in Southwest Vir-
ginia, the study conducted 
by Reston-based Dominion 
Engineering Inc. deemed 
Southwest Virginia a “com-
petitive hosting ground for 
SMRs.”
 The state-funded study 
bolstered Virginia Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin’s push for 
nuclear energy to be part 
of the state’s green energy 
framework, the Virginia 
Clean Economy Act, which 
was passed by the General 
Assembly in 2020. In Oc-
tober 2022, Youngkin an-
nounced a goal of bringing 
a small nuclear reactor to 
Southwest Virginia within 
10 years — despite the fact 
that the only currently oper-
ational SMR is in Russia. 
 The idea of nuclear en-
ergy being a bridge between 
fossil fuels and renew-
able solar and wind energy 
sources had support from 
both Virginia Republicans 
and Democrats.
 The seven potential 
SMR sites identified by the 
study are: 
 • Bullitt Mine Com-
plex, Wise County
 • Vacant limestone 
mine, Scott County
 • Abandoned mine 
land site, Lee County near 
Wise County border
 • Mineral Gap/Lone-
some Pine Regional Busi-
ness and Technology Park, 
Wise County
 • Project Intersection 
(188-acre surface coal mine 
site at U.S. 23 and U.S. Alt 
58), Norton
 • Red Onion Indus-
trial Park, Dickenson Coun-
ty
 • Virginia City Hy-
brid Energy Center power 
station, St. Paul

Continued to Page 3

A grassroots opposition movement spung up in Wise and Dick-
enson counties when the Virginia governor announced that he 
wanted to see the state’s first small module nuclear site to be 
located in Southwest Virginia. Yard signs and billboards embla-
zened with “Don’t NUKE SWVA” are a common site along city 
streets and highways there.

Cumberland Mayor Charles Raleigh is proud of the upgrades that’s been made to his city’s 
wastewater treatment plant during his eight years in his office. If agreed upon, one of the 
solutions suggested for the Tri-Cities’ wastewater woes is for Cumberland, Benham, and 
Lynch to have an interconnection agreement that would send sewage from Lynch and 
Benham to Cumberland to be treated.

By Jennifer McDaniels
Tri-City News Contributor

 Looney Creek is flow-
ing through the Tri-Cities 
with high contamination 
levels. 
 There has been so much 
e-coli found in the stream 
that runs off Black Moun-
tain and into the former 
coal towns of Lynch, Ben-
ham, and Cumberland that 
state government has issued 
a no-contact mandate. This 
alarming information has 
been daunting for three, 
struggling towns trying to 
keep their infrastructures 
intact and their heads above 
water in economic hard 
times with the decline in the 
coal industry that has result-
ed in significant loss of pop-
ulation and revenue. 
 The information is 
scary for residents who are 
wanting both local and state 
governments to do some-
thing about it first and fore-
most for public safety rea-
sons, but also to make the 
Tri-City community habit-
able for much needed tour-
ism and economic growth. 
 The no-contact mandate 
for Looney Creek has actu-
ally been in effect for quite 
some time, but the serious-

Solutions Proposed By EPA 
For Tri-Cities Wastewater Woes 
Looney Creek Contaminated By E-coli

ness of the water source sit-
uation has gained increased 
public attention recently 
as a result of a communi-
ty pilot wastewater study 
that was conducted through 
free funding made possible 
in a joint partnership with 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) and the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). 
 The intent of the study, 
which cost around $200,000 
to complete in the Tri-Cit-
ies, is to provide solutions 
for rural wastewater sys-
tems in economically chal-
lenged areas of the nation. 
 The Tri-Cities was one 
of 11 rural communities in 
the United States awarded 
the study opportunity by the 
EPA’s “Closing America’s 
Wastewater Gap” iniative. 
The free study, which many 
local and state officials 
called a “once in a lifetime 
opportunity” wrapped up 
in May with a community 
meeting held at Benham’s 
Schoolhouse Inn on Tues-
day, May 14 where the 
Tri-Cities’ longtime waste-

water woes were presented 
to the public with solutions 
presented by the study’s 
project engineer, Janet 
Cherry. 
 While the communi-
ty meeting lasted over two 
hours with in-depth analy-
sis of the Tri-City’s waste-
water systems and ques-
tions and concerns posed by 
the public, in summation, 
what was determined at the 
meeting was that the towns 
of Lynch, Benham, and 
Cumberland all three have 
aging sewage plants well 
past the life expectancy of 
infrastructure built in the 
mid-1900s, and, as a result, 
their sub-standard systems 
have caused the cities to be 
in millions of dollars worth 
of violations and court liti-
gation, including the town 
of Lynch’s sewer plant 
pumping wastewater that 
has been failed to be prop-
erly treated back into Loo-
ney Creek. 
 “I’m not after the pen-
alty, I’m after the compli-
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 With the recent water out-
age coming to an end, Harlan 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Director Stephen Lewis 
took to social media to thank 
those who helped during the 
lengthy water outage that af-
fected thousands of Black 
Mountain Utility District cus-
tomers and closed Wallins El-
ementary School for over a 
week.
 “I just wanted to give a sin-
cere thank you to all the organi-
zations that helped during this 
time of crisis for our communi-
ty,” he said. “It is important for 
me to let these organizations 
know how vital they were in 
helping complete our mission.”
 Lewis thanked the Wall-
ins Fire Department and Chief 
Spencer Bailey Jr. for both the 
use of their station and for the 
hard work and dedication of 
department members that came 
every day to help distribute wa-
ter to their community.  
 “Most people only think 
the fire department is there 
to respond to house fires, and 

while that is the primary mis-
sion of a fire department, many 
do not realize that they can, 
will, and do support their com-
munities in many other ways,” 
he said.  
 “These men and women 
are always ready to volunteer 
their time and energy to help 
their community, and have 
proven time and time again that 
they are up for the challenge.  
I appreciate the dedication 
shown by the Wallins Fire De-
partment, and I hope the com-
munity will show their appreci-
ation to a department that truly 
cares for them.” 
 Next, Lewis paid tributed 
to the Appalachian Challenge 
Academy. 
 “The support you provided 
from leadership staff and cadets 
was pivotal in completing this 
mission. As soon as the Cadets 
arrived on the scene to help 
distribute water, wait times de-
creased dramatically and peo-
ple were able to get the water 

Emergency Management 
Thanks Those Who 
Assisted With Restoring 
Water To BMUD Customers

Continued to Page 2

Special to Tri-City News

 After 10 years paying his 
dues on the local music circuit, 
Harlan’s Dakota Saylor has 
found his voice on his debut 
single, “Letterbomb,” releasing 
Friday, May 23.

 The Central Appalachian 
singer-songwriter’s music has 
steadily evolved from his home 
region’s deep tradition of hon-
est storytelling into a sparse yet 
vivid representation of life in 
isolation — and the anticipa-
tion of something more.
 “I joke that I’ve written 
songs since I was a toddler,” 
Saylor says, “but ‘Letterbomb’ 
feels like the very first time 
I’ve put something together 
that transcends the words I put 
to paper. It’s just got that laid-

After a decade of performing, 
Harlan’s Dakota Saylor 
to release debut single May 23

Local singer/songwriter Dakota 
Saylor.

Hundreds turn out for Grey Matters Run 
in honor of Brandon Robinson

Harlan County Judge Executive Dan Mosley, along with past and present co-workers at WYMT-
TV, were among the hundreds who participated in Saturday’s Grey Matters 5k/10k held in 
Whitesburg in honor of Brandon Robinson. The event was started by Robinson and his wife, 
Stephanie, after he was diagnosed with a brain tumor several years ago to raise awareness for 
brain tumors and treatment. The much loved meteorologist and television personality is fol-
lowed by thousands on social media, all who call him “friend.” Continued to Page 3

as they take their next steps—
whether into the workforce or 
on to further education.”
 The majority of the gradu-
ates plan to enter the workforce 
or transfer to four-year institu-
tions.
 “Our mission is to help 
students lead, serve, and suc-
ceed—and this class has truly 
risen to that challenge,” said 
Jackson.

ing associate degrees in arts and 
science, as well as industry-rec-
ognized credentials in areas 
such as nursing, business, edu-
cation, and skilled trades.
 “This class represents 
strength, determination, and the 
promise of a brighter future,” 
said Interim President and CEO 
Dr. Patsy Jackson. “We are hon-
ored to recognize their accom-
plishments and to support them 

SKCTC celebrates record-breaking 
graduating class at 2025 commencement

Tri-City News Report 

 The Harlan City Council 
has approved moving forward 
with the sale of the Whitfield 
Mansion, a city-owned property 
located at 415 E. Mound Street, 
following action taken during 
its regular February meeting 

held last week.
 After convening in ex-
ecutive session to discuss the 
matter, the council returned to 
open session where Mayor Joe 
Meadors requested approv-
al to sell the historic property 
through a sealed-bid process. 
The council approved the mo-

Harlan Council Approves Sale of Whitfield 
Mansion; Reviews Ongoing City Projects Federal Parole 

Violator Arrested in 
Sukey Ridge Raid 
 
 The U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice, assisted by local and 
state law enforcement, arrest-
ed Dwayne Harris, 59, Thurs-
day morning at a residence on 
Sukey Ridge Road in Harlan 
County on a federal parole vi-
olation warrant. Harris has an 
extensive criminal history, in-
cluding a conviction for crimi-
nal facilitation to commit mur-
der in connection with the 2002 
killing of former Harlan Coun-
ty Sheriff Paul Browning Jr. 
 Harlan County Sheriff 
Chris Brewer said Harris had 
been back in the area following 
his release on parole and was 
considered a danger to the com-
munity. The arrest was part of a 
multi-agency operation involv-
ing the Harlan County Sheriff’s 
Office, Kentucky State Police, 
DEA, and the Bell County 
Sheriff’s Office. After Harris 
was taken into custody, a search 
warrant was executed at the 
residence as part of an ongoing 
drug trafficking investigation. 
 Reports of gunfire during 
the raid were incorrect, Brew-
er said, noting that non-lethal 
flashbang devices were used and 
no injuries occurred. An ambu-
lance was on scene as a precau-
tion. Additional charges may be 
forthcoming as the investigation 
continues. In a separate incident 
Thursday, U.S. Marshals also 
apprehended John Madden, 50, 
of Evarts, on a fugitive warrant. 
 

Chamber Hears 
About Child Abuse 
Prevention Initiative 
 
 A new statewide child 
abuse prevention effort was 
highlighted during the Feb. 11 
meeting of the Harlan County 
Chamber of Commerce, held at 
Southeast Kentucky Communi-
ty & Technical College. Leslie 
Adkins-Howard of the Boys & 
Girls Club of Appalachia spoke 
about Upstream Kentucky, a 
program of Prevent Child Abuse 
Kentucky aimed at preventing 
abuse and neglect through ed-
ucation and early intervention. 
 Suspected child abuse 
or neglect can be reported to 
the Kentucky hotline at (877) 
597-2331 or online at ky.gov. 
 In other chamber news, 
Chamber President Brandon 
Pennington announced a can-
didate forum is scheduled for 
March 24, with additional fo-
rums planned. The chamber’s 
annual Awards Gala will be held 
Nov. 5 at the Harlan Center. 
 

Law Enforcement
Leads Domestic 
Violence Donation Drive 
 
 Officers with the Harlan 
County Sheriff’s Office joined 
volunteers recedntly to collect do-
nated supplies for victims of do-
mestic violence during a commu-
nity drive at local grocery stores. 
The effort, held at Don’s Super 
Saver and Food City, encouraged 
shoppers to purchase needed 
items for domestic abuse shelters. 
 Deputies, Drug Court par-
ticipants, and community leaders 
worked together to fill carts with 
donated goods, which were trans-
ported to a shelter in London. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Tri-City News Report

 The Harlan County Board 
of Education recently hon-
ored the state champion Har-
lan County High School Es-
ports Team.
  They became the first 
team from Harlan Coun-
ty High School to capture a 
KHSAA team title since the 
school opened in 2008. The 
school has had runner up fin-
ishes, but this was the first 
championship.
 Coached by the Rev. Sean 
Daniels, the HCHS Esports 

Championship team consists 
of three main players Ben-
jamin “Ben” Smith, J.T. Os-
borne, and Landon Bailey.  
Colton Gross is the substitute. 
Dylan Johnson is the team 
manager.  
 Coach Daniels has not-
ed that “this was an amazing 
team to watch!” 
 They had a great season 
and were in the top 5 ranking 
in the entire state for most of 
the season.  
 Coach Daniels said that 
when the playoffs came, “our 
team stood strong and played 
some very good teams from 
across Kentucky.”  
 For the final four, they 
traveled to the University of 
Kentucky Esports Lounge in 

tion, allowing the city to adver-
tise for bids with no minimum 
bid requirement. City officials 
will retain the right to reject any 
and all bids for any reason.
 The discussion of the sale 
of property is one of the few 
exceptions to the state’s Open 
Meetings Law.

 To protect the city’s bar-
gaining position or the prop-
erty’s value while discussing 
whether to sell, how to sell, or 
what terms might be acceptable, 
the council was lawful in meet-
ing behind closed doors, espe-
cially if discussing:
 • Whether selling the prop-
erty is in the city’s best interest; 
 • Potential impacts on market 
value if discussions were public; 
 • Strategy related to tim-
ing, method (sealed bids 
vs. auction), or conditions. 
 The city purchased the 
property two years ago for a re-
ported $80,000. 
 The mansion is described 
as a former residence of a prom-
inent local family and later 
served as a law office. The, often 
described as “spooky” house, 
features a grand entrance, a full 
basement, and a view of the 
nearby Nelson Rich Funeral 
Home. While currently in rough 
condition, it holds potential for 
restoration or redevelopment. 
 In other business, Mayor 
Meadors provided updates on 
several ongoing and proposed 

Lexington. 
 Game 1 was a very com-
petitive game against a very 
good team from Russell High 
School.  After this win, they 
advanced to the Champion-
ship against an undefeated 
and multi-year State Cham-
pion Trinity High School.  It 
was a battle, but the HCHS 
team won, becoming state 
champions.  
 Coach Daniels and the 
players relayed that being in 
that room with a large crowd 
rooting them on, including the 
other Esports players from 
Harlan, former Esports play-
ers from Harlan, friends, fam-
ily, and our own fellow Har-
lan Countian Jordan Smith 
(Ben’s uncle) was an exciting 

atmosphere that would rival 
the same excitement as any 
other sporting event!
 Esports is no different 
than any other athletic team. 
 Coach Daniels stated that 
these young men all had to 
have physicals.  They coor-
dinated, used quick reflexes, 
planned, practiced, made sac-
rifices, and more just like any 
other athlete.  
 There’s much more that 
goes into Esports than one 
can imagine.  Even this coach 
who rarely yells or screams, 
jumped up and down, hoop-
ing and hollering over this 
victory!  
 “It was so very spe-
cial.  What an honor to be 
able to bring that State Title 
back to our Mountain Home. 
he said.  “Harlan County has 
a lot to be proud of with this 
team.  We also hope that this 
will begin to show that Es-
ports may be new, different, 
yet it is here to stay and it has 
already produced in just a few 
years a State Title for Harlan 
County.”
 Superintendent Brett 
Johnson commended the 
team, noting that the board 
and administration wanted to 
recognize them publicly for 
the great success this season.   
 “We are very proud of 
your accomplishments and 
wish you the best in all of 
your future endeavors,” said 
Johnson.

The Harlan County High School Esports Team brought home the 
KHSAA State Championship for their school. The school’s first 
ever state championship since it opened in 2008.

HCHS Celebrates Esports State Championship

The Whitfield Mansion in Harlan was purchased by the city two years ago for $80,000. The Harlan 
City Council voted last week to sell the property through a sealed bidding process with no minimum 
bid requirement.                     /Facebook Photo by Jim Kinzer, Blountville, TN Continued to Page 2

Jordan Brock’s “00” Is Retired
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