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Fiscal court approves tax
rates, opens grant application

BY GRACE BOATRIGHT JACHIM
GBOATRIGHT@TRIBUNECOURIER.COM

Property tax rates overseen by the Marshall
County Fiscal Court are going down this year,
though residents may not feel the difference
due to climbing value assessments.

During the Sept. 14 fiscal court meeting, the
court opted to use the compensating rate of
7.1 cents per S$100 of assessed valuation for the
upcoming tax year.

The compensating rate is intended to gener-
ate the same amount of revenue as the previ-

ous year.

In the Sept. 1 meeting it was announced
that the previous year’s rate was 7.5 cents, the
compensating rate for the new tax year would
be 7.1 cents, and the rate for the maximum
revenue increase without a public hearing
would be 7.3 cents.

The 7.1 cent compensating rate is able to
generate approximately the same amount of
revenue as the prior year’s 7.5 cent rate due to
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Edie Jones (center) was recognized by the Fiscal Court for her art
entries at the State Fair, all of which were awarded a blue ribbon.
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MCEC clients and staff are hard at work preparing for the 2026 Exceptional Sunday event.

Exceptional Center prepares
for Exceptional Sunday

BY GRACE BOATRIGHT JACHIM
GBOATRIGHT@TRIBUNECOURIER.COM

For decades, the third Sunday of
October has been marked as Excep-
tional Sunday at the Marshall Coun-
ty Exceptional Center.

The Sunday event serves as both
an open house and a major fund-
raising event for the organization,
which is a day training facility “ded-
icated to innovatively educating cli-
ents with Intellectual and Develop-
mental Disabilities in Western Ken-

tucky to empower them to live inde-
pendently and engage meaningfully
in their communities, according to
the organization’s website.”
Executive Director Lindsey Walk-
er considers the event to be akin
to the facility’s birthday — “a holy
day” — marking a year of service
and progress, as well as an opportu-
nity to connect with the community.
While the event has changed
form over the years, it continues to
be an important piece of the mission

of the facility. Over the years the
event has seen dinners, telethons,
and more, but the most recent evo-
lution came amid the COVID-19
pandemic.

“It used to be...we had gospel
singers in and different things like
that,” said Walker. “We did a live
telethon that Judge Mike Mill-
er would be live on WCBL all day.
Occasionally some guest speakers
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Aaron Dripps appeared in Marshall Circuit
Court on Sept. 15. Dripps is charged with mur-
der, third-degree terroristic threatening, con-
victed felon in possession of a handgun,
first-degree unlawful imprisonment, and sever-
al drug-related charges.

Dripps case
moves toward trial

BY GRACE BOATRIGHT JACHIM
GBOATRIGHT@TRIBUNECOURIER.COM

The case against Aaron Dripps has been
continued to Oct. 13, and a trial date remains
for Nov. 4 as discussions of an agreement
come to light.

Dripps is charged with murder, third-de-
gree terroristic threatening, convicted felon
in possession of a handgun, first-degree
unlawful imprisonment, and several drug-re-
lated charges.

The charges stem from the January 2024
death of Stephen Odom. Dripps was arrested
at the scene and has been lodged in the Mar-
shall County Detention Center since.

The case has seen a number of changes
in the time it has spent in the court system.
This has included a change in Dripps’s rep-
resentation, trial dates being set and vacated,
and the addition of charges along the way.

A July 28 court appearance saw two sep-
arate cases against Dripps dismissed and
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County hospital to consider
management agreement
among future opportunities

BY GRACE BOATRIGHT JACHIM
GBOATRIGHT@TRIBUNECOURIER. COM
Various opportunities regard-
ing the future of Marshall Coun-
ty Hospital are being considered,
but Chief Executive Officer Ste-
ven Luther said that the hospital
is not for sale.
A presentation from Bap-
tist Health regarding “strategic

opportunities” was given to the

Marshall County Hospital Board

during a special-called meeting
on Sept. 15. The presentation
was given during executive ses-
sion, with the board citing Ken-
tucky Revised Statute 61.810(1)

(g) as the exception. Subsec-

Contributed

tion G of the statute allows an The Marshall County Hospital Board held a special-called meeting to discuss strategic opportu-
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nities with representatives of Baptist Health.
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Home delivery in Marshall
County is $43.99 per year. The
rate for out-of-county delivery
for one year is $52.47.

All costs are payable in advance.
Call 270-527-3162.



