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ENDS TODAY

Election Day is an im-
portant opportunity for 
Kentuckians to exercise 
their right to vote and par-
ticipate in the democratic 
process that shapes the 
future of our communities 
and our Commonwealth. 
Whether you are a first-
time voter or have par-
ticipated in elections for 
decades, one of the most 
important things you can 
do is make sure you are 
informed before casting 
your ballot.

 Voting is more than 
simply showing up at the 
polls. It is taking the time 
to understand who and 
what is on your ballot, 
learn about the candidates 
and issues before you, and 
make decisions based on 
the information that mat-
ters most to you and your 
community.

 The 2026 General Elec-
tion will be held on Tues-
day, November 3. Polls 
will be open from 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. local time, and 
Kentucky law provides 
that voters who are in line 
at 6 p.m. are permitted 
to cast their ballots. Be-
fore Election Day, voters 
should make sure their 
registration information is 
current and confirm where 
they are supposed to vote. 

For those who need to 
vote before Election Day, 
Kentucky also provides 
several opportunities for 
absentee and early in-per-
son voting. Eligible vot-
ers may cast their ballots 
during Excused In-person 
Absentee Voting from 
October 21-23 and Octo-
ber 26-28. Voters who do 
not qualify for excused 
absentee voting will have 
the opportunity to vote 
early from October 29-
31 during In-Person No-
Excuse Absentee Voting. 

Voters who wish to vote 
by mail must request an 
absentee ballot by Octo-
ber 20.The deadline to 
register to vote for the 
General Election is 4 p.m. 
local time on October 5. If 
you have recently moved, 
changed your name, or 
otherwise need to update 
your voter registration, 
make sure your informa-
tion is accurate before the 
registration deadline. You 
can use the voter services 
provided by the Kentucky 
Secretary of State and 
State Board of Elections 
to verify your registration 
and find your polling lo-
cation. Voters should also 
review Kentucky’s voter 
identification require-
ments before heading to 
the polls;

— Check your voter 
registration https://vrsws.
sos.ky.gov/VIC/;

— Find your polling 
location https://elect.
ky.gov/Voters/Pages/Poll-
ing-Locations.aspx.

View the 2026 Elec-
tion Calendar by clicking: 
https://elect.ky.gov/Re-
sources/Pages/Election-
Calendar.aspx.

 The Kentucky Secre-
tary of State and State 
Board of Elections pro-
vide voters with the tools 
they need to prepare, in-
cluding information about 
voter registration, elec-
tion deadlines, polling lo-
cations, absentee voting, 
sample ballots and other 
election information.

 It is important to know 
what races and issues are 
on your ballot before you 
vote. You do not have to 
vote in every race, but 
reviewing your ballot in 
advance allows you to 
make informed decisions 
about the races and issues 
before you. The Kentucky 

State Board of Elections 
website allows voters to 
review a sample ballot. 
A sample ballot can help 
voters familiarize them-
selves with the races and 
questions they will en-
counter before they arrive 
at the polls.

 You can view the sam-
ple ballot for your county 
by visiting https://web.
sos.ky.gov/electionbal-
lots/.

 Our communities are 
strongest when citizens 
take an active role in the 
democratic process and 
take the time to under-
stand the choices before 
them. I encourage ev-
ery eligible Kentucky 
voter to make a plan to 
participate in this year’s 
election. Check your 
registration, know your 
polling location, review 
your ballot, and research 
the candidates and is-
sues that will appear be-
fore you. Whether you 
vote on Election Day or 
take advantage of Ken-
tucky’s early voting op-
tions, taking the time to 
be informed helps ensure 
you are prepared to make 
your voice heard. Your 
vote is an opportunity to 
help shape the direction 
of your community and 
our Commonwealth. This 
November, exercise your 
right to vote, participate 
in our democracy, and 
make your vote an in-
formed one. As always, 
I can be reached anytime 
through the toll-free mes-
sage line in Frankfort at 
1-800-372-7181. You can 
also contact me via email 
at Amy.Neighbors@
kylegislature.gov and 
keep track through the 
Kentucky legislature’s 
website at legislature.
ky.gov.


