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lowa Democratic gubernatorial candidate Rob Sand, left, greets Kentucky Gov.
Andy Beshear during a campaign rally on Sunday in Des Moines, lowa.

Sand rallies with KY Gov. Beshear
in effort to flip lowa governor seat

BY HANNAH FINGERHUT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DES MOINES, Iowa —
Rob Sand rallied a crowd
for the first time as the
official Democratic nom-
inee for Iowa governor
on Sunday, kicking off a
countdown to November
with the support of Ken-
tucky Gov. Andy Beshear.

The race for governor
between Sand and Repub-
lican Zach Lahn stands to
be one of the most com-
petitive in the country as
Iowans face a state bud-
get deficit, struggling
agricultural economy and
cancer crisis. Democrats
are putting faith in him to
blaze a trail in the state
after struggling electoral-
ly in recent cycles, hoping
his message of unity will
resonate with their fellow
Towans.

A few hundred people
in Des Moines roared,
waved campaign signs and
snapped photos as Sand
took the stage, a state flag
hanging behind him.

“You might think we
have a big hill to climb.
I've seen bigger,” Sand
said. “We're building a coa-
lition of — not red versus
blue — but of the wellfed
versus the fed-up.”

Sand, who was unop-
posed on the primary
ballot, learned who his
opponent would be after
Tuesday’s primary settled
an unpredictable five-way
Republican contest.

The rally was the first
one that Tracy Schloss has
ever attended. A lifelong
Democrat, Schloss said
he doesn't like the state’s
direction after nearly a
decade of total Republican
control, saying the lead-
ers have “lost sight of the
common people.”

“It's time, you gotta step
up or the country will still
keep going the way it’s
going,” said the 62-year-
old retiree from Ankeny, a
suburb of Des Moines.

Schloss said he thinks
Sand is a “bright spot”
who can get voters excit-
ed, and he’s more opti-
mistic than he’s been in
recent years that the elec-
tion will be a success for
Democrats.

IOWA IS A POLITICAL
BATTLEGROUND
THIS YEAR

Iowa has open races for
both governor and U.S.
senator for the first time
since 1968, plus three bat-
tleground congressional
races. National attention
on the state has soared in
recent months, drawing
President Donald Trump
and Vice President JD
Vance to Iowa.

Democrats still have
a 200,000-person deficit
in statewide voter reg-
istration, and they are
outnumbered in every
House district. Sand,
along with Senate can-
didate Josh Turek, say

they can win over inde-
pendents and Republi-
cans who are frustrated
with party politics and a
Republican trifecta in
Washington and Des
Moines that they blame
for the state’s challenges.

Turek will face U.S.
Rep. Ashley Hinson, who
already has portrayed
Turek as a liberal pup-
pet for party leader Sen.
Chuck Schumer.

Lahn has also rejected
Sand’s nonpartisan pitch.

“Rob Sand is not a mod-
erate,” Lahn said in his
victory speech Tuesday.
“He’s a liberal career pol-
itician pretending to be
someone he’s not.”

SAND SAYS IT'S

TIME FOR CHANGES

As he has during cam-
paign events over the
past year, Sand asked
attendees to sing the
first verse of “America
the Beautiful.” And when
he introduced himself,
he talked about his
upbringing hunting, fish-
ing and going to church.

Even if Sand is elect-
ed governor in Novem-
ber, he will likely have
to work with Republi-
can majorities in the
state House and Senate,
which recently passed
bills to restrict the exec-
utive’s power that outgo-
ing Republican Gov. Kim
Reynolds signed into
law.

More than 500 hospitals warned to
provide more prices or face fines

BY JOSH BOAK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON —
The Trump administra-
tion has warned more
than 500 hospitals that
they are failing to pro-
vide the public with
basic pricing informa-
tion — arguing that
the lack of disclosure
is keeping healthcare
costs higher than they
should be.

The Associated Press
obtained exclusive-
ly the list of hospitals
that since April have
either received letters
of warning or, in more
severe cases, requests
to submit plans to pro-
vide transparent pricing.
Failing to comply with
the warnings comes
with penalties as high
as $2 million annually
for each recipient that
doesn’t create a plan to
post clear pricing data.

The letters are meant
to fix a fundamental
problem that patients,
employers and insurers
might not know ahead
of time the cost of blood
work, an imaging test or
another form of treat-
ment, and as a result
pay more than they
should have. AP has
posted the list of hospi-
tals that have received
letters.

A senior adminis-
tration official who
requested anonymity
to provide the list said
that President Donald
Trump plans to tighten
enforcement of price
transparency standards
made possible by a 2019
executive order signed
by Trump. More hospi-
tals are likely to receive
letters regarding the
absence of pricing data,
the official said.

The warnings are
the latest example of
Trump leaning into the
message that his admin-
istration is fixing the
problem of healthcare
expenses that can drain
a family budget. It’s a
calculated pitch ahead
of the November mid-
terms at a time when
affordability is a top
concern for voters. But
Trump is also vulner-

able on this particular
issue, as his administra-
tion allowed subsidies to
lapse for people buying
insurance through the
2010 Affordable Care
Act, widely known as
Obamacare.

Just 29% of U.S. adults
approved of Trump’s
healthcare policies
according to the most
recent survey on the
issue by The Associat-
ed Press-NORC Cen-
ter for Public Affairs
Research. The president
fared slightly worse on
that issue in the Decem-
ber survey than on the
economy, immigration
or his management of
the federal government.

Gary Claxton, senior
vice president and the
director of the program
on the healthcare mar-
ketplace at KFF, said
that the pricing data is
more useful for benefit
consultants and others
in the sector with access
to additional informa-
tion than it would be
for consumers. But he
said that the standards
in reporting pricing data
can still create difficul-
ty in making accurate
comparisons about the
costs and quality of the
services being provided.

“There’s a pretty
widespread belief that
prices are more diver-
gent than they should
be in a competitive mar-
ket — and this is one
way of trying to under-
stand that more,” Clax-
ton said. “It’s moving in
the right direction, but
that doesn’t mean it has
gotten to where it needs
to be.”

The push for price

AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein
President Donald Trump arrives on Air Force One on
June 5, at Morristown Airport in Morristown, N.J.

transparency could have
a particular impact on
Republican strongholds
like Texas, Florida, Indi-
ana, Alabama and Loui-
siana, which are among
the states with the high-
est count of hospitals
that have not provided
adequate information on
the costs of medical ser-
vices.

Texas had 42 hos-
pitals that received
warnings, more than
any other state. Baptist
Medical Center in San
Antonio, Texas, among
the state’s largest hos-
pitals with 1,585 beds,
received a letter, as did
the University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer
Center in Houston.

Missouri-based
Ascension, one of the
country’s largest hospi-
tal systems, had 13 hos-
pitals in multiple states
that received letters.
The Republican state
of Indiana had 34 hos-
pitals that received let-
ters, nearly as many as
the 38 in Democratic-led
California, even though
California has five times
more people than Indi-
ana.

Administration offi-
cials interviewed for this
article noted that Chris-
tiana Hospital in Biden’s
home state of Delaware
also received a warning
letter.

The letters reflect
two competing philos-
ophies between Repub-
licans and Democrats
over how to handle the
ballooning expense of
healthcare, which is also
a growing risk for the
federal government’s
own balance sheet.

THE CLASSIFIED SECTION

PRESSURE
WASHING
20 yrs. Exp.
Licensed & Insured
Robin Morris
(270) 625-0574

CALL 270-601-4115 TO PLACE AN AD!

HELP WANTED
Part-time housekeeper. Call
(270) 680-5215.

SURPLUS VEHICLES FOR SALE

Caldwell County Sheriff's Department
clared surplus by the Caldwell Fiscal C
be sold by sealed bids.

: 2000 GMC pickup 4x4 VIN ending 155982,
173,289, black in color. Minimal bid is $|
: 2017 Ford Explorer VIN ending 1596
,485, tan in color. Minimal bid is $1500

aldwell County Sheriff's Department fol
hone number is 270-365-2088

UE BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS JUNE 1

anning Commissid

P6 to address your
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[0-365-9575.

If you're feeling thri
Shop local sales in your
neighborhood with the
classifieds!




