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13, culminating in his 
abandonment at age 17 
at the Atlantis Leader-
ship Academy, a brutal-
ly violent youth facility 
in Jamaica that was shut 
down by child welfare 
authorities in 2024.

“The Bevins paid for 
pain, not protection,” 
Post’s af fidavit said. 
“Jonah’s harm stemmed 
from the decisions of 
those responsible for his 
well-being, not his own 
actions.”

Youths at the facility 
were routinely beaten, 
deprived of food, denied 
medical care, threatened 
and got little to no edu-
cation, Post’s af fidavit 
said.

She also said the Bev-
ins refused to tr y to 
arrange Jonah’s return 
to the United States 
and as a result, he was 
placed in Jamaica’s fos-
ter care system for a 
time.

Post said she, as a 
child advocate, spent 
three weeks in Jamai-
ca in 2024 working on 
behalf of the youths 
removed from the facili-
ty, including Jonah, and 
said the Bevins were 
only parents who did not 
“engage” with the U.S. 
embassy or Jamaican 
child welfare authori-
ties to assist in his care 
and return to the United 
States.

In fact, she alleged, 
Matt Bevin at one point 
sought  to  have the 

closed facility reopened 
a n d  f o r  J o n a h  t o 
returned to it.

BEVINS’ SON 
SEEKING SUPPORT 

TO FUND EDUCATION
The case attracted 

in ter nat iona l  media 
attention after hotel heir-
ess and celebrity Paris 
Hilton — an advocate for 
children in the so-called 
“troubled teen” industry 
— flew to Jamaica to aid 
the youths.

J o n a h  e v e n t u a l l y 
returned to the United 
States for a placement 
she helped arrange with 
the aid of the U.S. State 
Department, Post said.

Matt  Bevin in his 
statement alleged he 
and his ex-wife sought 
to keep the case private 
to protect Jonah, who 
he said had experienced 
problems as a teen with 
behavioral health, sub-
stance abuse and a crim-
inal charge — apparent-
ly referring to a charge 
stemming from an alter-
cation with his father.

Jonah, in a statement 
Friday provided by his 
lawyers, said he wasn’t 
“surprised that my par-
ents are again now try-
ing to put this on me.”

“I have been ver y 
open and public about 
my experience growing 

up in harmful and abu-
sive environments. I 
want to make my story 
public so it never hap-
pens to another kid.”

H i s  l a w y e r s  s a i d 
Jonah, now 19, is living 
in another state with lit-
tle income or support. 
They have said Jonah, 
who has been diagnosed 
with learning disabil-
ities, lacks a valid high 
school diploma and has 
difficulty finding employ-
ment.

Their lawsuit inter-
vening in his parents’ 
divorce case seeks sup-
port and help for Jonah 
in completing an educa-
tion.

The Bevins’ divorce 
became final last year 
but the case is pending 
over a final, financial 
settlement and Jonah’s 
request for aid.

Bevin,  in  Friday’s 
statement, also renewed 
his criticism of the judge 
in the case, saying John-
son’s rulings “make a 
mocker y of Kentucky 
and our court system” 
and that she “is using 
her elected platform for 
partisan purposes.”

H e  m a d e  s i m i l a r 
claims earlier this year 
in a filing with the Ken-
tucky Supreme Cour t 
attempting to have John-
son removed from his 

case for bias and treat-
ing him like a “political 
pinata.”

The high cour t last 
month found no basis 
for those claims and 
declined to remove John-
son from the case, send-
ing it back to her for fur-
ther action.

Johnson, at the May 
29 hearing, told Bevin 
she treated him no dif-
ferently from any other 
person in court.

“I treat you as I would 
every other litigant that 
appears in this cour t-
room,”  she said.  “I 
would be damaging trust 
in the court system if I 
gave you a pass.”
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Fewer Kentucky chil-
dren were living in pov-
er ty in 2024 than 2019, 
right before the COVID-
19 pandemic, but nearly 
one in five kids still lack 
the resources they need to 
thrive.

That’s according to the 
latest Kids Count Data 
Book, released Monday 
by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation. The annual 
report looks at indicators 
of wellbeing including 
education, health, eco-
nomic success and com
munity and family mea-
sures.

The data in the 2026 
repor t primarily com-
pares 2019 and 2024. The 
foundation gave each 
state a score between 
0 and 1,000. Kentucky 
received a score of 498, 
which is worse than the 
national score of 547 but 
better than 2019, when it 
received a 465.

Kentucky is still the 
36th state in the nation 
when it comes to child 
welfare, making it one of 
the worst places to be a 
child.

The commonwealth’s 
neighbors are a mixed 
bag. Kentucky is doing 
better by its children than 
West Virginia and Ten-
nessee but worse than Illi-
nois, Indiana and Ohio.

Shannon Moody, the 
incoming executive direc-
tor of Kentucky Youth 
Advocates, said fewer 
“kids living in homes that 
are in poverty is always a 
great thing for Kentucky.”

“What we’re continu-
ing to keep an eye on is 
how families are being 
impacted now, right now, 
with affordability of basic 
needs: Groceries, gas, 
housing and childcare 
continue to be something 
that we’ll be watching,” 
she said. “I’m really look-

ing for ward to seeing 
what continues to arise 
when it comes to that, 
whether or not we’ll see 
things trend back down-
ward.”

The data, though it 
was just released, is still 
two years old, and much 
has changed. In 2025, 
Congress cut Medicaid 
spending over 10 years by 
$880 billion as part of the 
sweeping One Big Beauti-
ful Bill Act.

That same budget pack-
age made recent foster 
care youth, among oth-
ers, no longer exempt 
from work requirements 
to receive food benefits 
for themselves and their 
families through the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP). 
Nearly half of the people 
who receive SNAP assis-
tance in Kentucky are 
under the age of 18.

“It ’s  2024 data.  We 
did not begin to see the 
impacts of the pandemic 
funding being reduced 
— We’re seeing that now 
in our biennial budget,” 
Moody said. “I’m glad to 
see in 2024 less kids were 
living in homes in poverty, 
and we need to continue 
being vigilant about how 
we are suppor ting kids 
and families … whether 
it’s safety net programs 
or ensuring that there is 

Child poverty is down 
in Kentucky; education 

and health lag
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Kids Count
This graphic shows health rankings for Kentucky’s children.

Kids Count
This graphic shows how Kentucky children are faring ecenomically.
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2 | 14 to 16oz. USDA Choice or Higher
New York Strip Steak

1 lb. | 81% Lean Ground Beef

2 lb. | Mix Cut Pork Chops

6 | 5oz. Boneless
Pork Rib Patties

2 lb. | Chicken Wings

(Packaging to portion size & freezer wrapped FREE)
No more than one of each item - Price/Qty subject to change.

BUILD YOUR OWN BUNDLE! MIX & MATCH!

Est. 1924

102
YEARS

Yes! We have GIFT CARDS!

All our bundles are cut fresh daily and vacuum packed. No need to
pre-order. Just come in and tell us the bundle you want and we will have

you on your way. No waiting, as we cut 50 or more bundles daily.

OFFER GOOD
June 9 to 15

CLOSED SUNDAY

Visit Us at: www.hughesmarket.com

HUGHES
8705 Ogden Landing Rd.
West Paducah, KY 42086

270-488-3556

PRICES ANDQUANTITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

MARKET & MEAT
PROCESSING INC.

MINI BUNDLE

WE ACCEPT EBT
& ILLINOIS LINKS

1/2 Unit Whole Unit
5 lb. 10 lb. Ground Chuck (1 Lb. Packs)
4 lb. 8 lb. Chopped Sirloin Patties
4 lb. 8 lb. Beef Patties
4 lb. 8 lb. Arm Roast
2.5 lb. 5 lb. Round Steak
2 lb. 4 lb. T-Bone Steaks
2 lb. 4 lb. New York Strip Steaks
2.5 lb. 5 lb. Boneless Top Sirloin Steaks
8 lb. 16 lb. Boneless Pork Chops
6 lb. 12 lb. Center Cut Pork Chops
10 lb. 20 lb. Mixed Cut Chops
11 lb. 22 lb. First Cut Pork Chops
5 lb. 10 lb. Ozark Pride Ham
8 lb. 16 lb. Boneless Pork Loin Roast
8 lb. 16 lb. Pork Steak or Pork Roast
8 lb. 16 lb. Pork Cutlets or Pork Patties
10 lb. 20 lb. Country Style Ribs
4 lb. 8 lb. Platter Sliced Bacon
7.5 lb. 15 lb. Pork Sausage
2.5 lb. 5 lb. Minute Steaks
10 lb. 20 lb. Whole Fryers or 8-pc Cut-Up Fryers
20 lb. 40 lb. Chicken Leg Quarters (4 Pk)
5 lb. 10 lb. Breaded Chicken Strips (5 Lb. Pk)
5 lb. 10 lb. Breaded Chicken Patties
5 lb. 10 lb. Ozark Pride Deli Sliced Ham (1 Lb. Pk.)

$270
PICK 6 FOR

$135
PICK 3 FOR

$4700
TOTAL COST

All our meat products that are freezer wrapped come with a 2-year guarantee not to freezer burn!


