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13, culminating in his
abandonment at age 17
at the Atlantis Leader-
ship Academy, a brutal-
ly violent youth facility
in Jamaica that was shut
down by child welfare
authorities in 2024.

“The Bevins paid for
pain, not protection,”
Post’s affidavit said.
“Jonah’s harm stemmed
from the decisions of
those responsible for his
well-being, not his own
actions.”

Youths at the facility

closed facility reopened
and for Jonah to
returned to it.

BEVINS’ SON
SEEKING SUPPORT
TO FUND EDUCATION

The case attracted
international media
attention after hotel heir-
ess and celebrity Paris
Hilton — an advocate for
children in the so-called
“troubled teen” industry
— flew to Jamaica to aid
the youths.

Jonah eventually
returned to the United
States for a placement
she helped arrange with
the aid of the U.S. State
Department, Post said.

Matt Bevin in his
statement alleged he
and his ex-wife sought
to keep the case private
to protect Jonah, who
he said had experienced
problems as a teen with
behavioral health, sub-
stance abuse and a crim-
inal charge — apparent-
ly referring to a charge
stemming from an alter-
cation with his father.

Jonah, in a statement
Friday provided by his
lawyers, said he wasn’t
“surprised that my par-
ents are again now try-
ing to put this on me.”

“I have been very
open and public about
my experience growing

up in harmful and abu-
sive environments. I
want to make my story
public so it never hap-
pens to another kid.”

His lawyers said
Jonah, now 19, is living
in another state with lit-
tle income or support.
They have said Jonah,
who has been diagnosed
with learning disabil-
ities, lacks a valid high
school diploma and has
difficulty finding employ-
ment.

Their lawsuit inter-
vening in his parents’
divorce case seeks sup-
port and help for Jonah
in completing an educa-
tion.

The Bevins’ divorce
became final last year
but the case is pending
over a final, financial
settlement and Jonah’s
request for aid.

Bevin, in Friday’s
statement, also renewed
his criticism of the judge
in the case, saying John-
son’s rulings “make a
mockery of Kentucky
and our court system”
and that she “is using
her elected platform for
partisan purposes.”

He made similar
claims earlier this year
in a filing with the Ken-
tucky Supreme Court
attempting to have John-
son removed from his

case for bias and treat-
ing him like a “political
pinata.”

The high court last
month found no basis
for those claims and
declined to remove John-
son from the case, send-
ing it back to her for fur-
ther action.

Johnson, at the May
29 hearing, told Bevin
she treated him no dif-
ferently from any other
person in court.

“I treat you as I would
every other litigant that
appears in this court-
room,” she said. “I
would be damaging trust
in the court system if I
gave you a pass.”
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