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AUBREY CATHEY performs in a recent Mustang hoops game with the MCHS dance team. Coaches are
Erica Elliott and Dr. Brittney Hernandez-Stevenson. Both the Mustangs and Lady Mustangs will be in
action at McLean County on Friday.--Times-Argus photo by Mike Groves

U.S. growth rate declines last year
as population reaches 342 million

Associated Press

President Donald Trump’s crack-
down on immigration contributed to
a year-to-year drop in the nation’s
growth rate as the U.S. population
reached nearly 342 million people in
2025, according to population esti-
mates released last week by the U.S.
Census Bureau.

The 0.5 percent growth rate for
2025 was a sharp drop from 2024’s
almost one percent growth rate, which
was the highest in two decades and
was fueled by immigration. The 2024
estimates put the U.S. population at
340 million people.

Immigration increased by almost
1.3 million people last year, compared
with 2024’s increase of 2.8 million
people. If trends continue, the gain
from immigrants in mid-2026 will
drop to only 321,000 people, accord-
ing to the Census Bureau, whose
estimates do not distinguish between
legal and illegal immigration.

In the past 125 years, the lowest
growth rate was in 2021, during the
height of the coronavirus pandemic,
when the U.S. population grew by
just 0.16 percent, or 522,000 peo-
ple and immigration increased by
just 376,000 people because of travel
restrictions into the U.S. Before that,
the lowest growth rate was just under
0.5 percent in 1919 at the height of
the Spanish flu.

Births outnumbered deaths last
year by 519,000 people. While high-
er than the pandemic-era low at the
beginning of the decade, the natu-
ral increase was dramatically smaller
than in the 2000s, when it ranged
between 1.6 million and 1.9 million
people.

Lower Immigration Stunts
Growth In Many States

A

The immigration drop dented
growth in several states that tradition-
ally have been immigrant magnets.

California had a net population
loss of 9,500 people in 2025, a stark
change from the previous year, when
it gained 232,000 residents, even
though roughly the same number
of Californians already living in the
state moved out in both years. The
difference was immigration since the
number of net immigrants who moved
into the state dropped from 361,000
people in 2024 to 109,000 in 2025.

Florida had year-to-year drops in
both immigrants and people moving
in from other states. The Sunshine
State, which has become more expen-
sive in recent years from surging
property values and higher home
insurance costs, had only 22,000
domestic migrants in 2025, compared
with 64,000 people in 2024, and the
net number of immigrants dropped
from more than 411,000 people to
178,000 people.

New York added only 1,008 people
in 2025, mostly because the state’s net
migration from immigrants dropped
from 207,000 people to 95,600 peo-
ple.

South Carolina, Idaho and North
Carolina had the highest year-over-
year growth rates, ranging from 1.3
percent to 1.5 percent. Texas, Florida
and North Carolina added the most
people in pure numbers. California,
Hawaii, New Mexico, Vermont and
West Virginia had population declines.

The South, which has been the
powerhouse of growth in the 2020s,
continued to add more people than
any other region, but the numbers
dropped from 1.7 million people in
2025 to 1.1 million in 2025.

“Many of these states are going to

show even smaller growth when we
get to next year,” Brookings demogra-
pher William Frey said.
The Effects Of Trump’s
Immigration Crackdown

The data release comes as research-
ers have been trying to determine the
effects of the second Trump adminis-
tration’s immigration crackdown after
the Republican president returned to
the White House in January 2025.
Trump made a surge of migrants at
the southern border a central issue
in his winning 2024 presidential cam-
paign.

The numbers made public reflect
change from July 2024 to July 2025,
covering the end of President Joe
Biden’s Democratic administration
and the first half of Trump’s first year
back in office.

The figures capture a period that
reflects the beginning of enforcement
surges in Los Angeles and Portland,
Oregon, but do not capture the impact
on immigration after the Trump
administration’s crackdowns began in
Chicago, New Orleans, Memphis, and
Minneapolis.

The 2025 numbers were a jar-
ring divergence from 2024, when net
international migration accounted for
84 percent of the nation’s 3.3 mil-
lion-person increase from the year
before. The jump in immigration two
years ago was partly because of a new
method of counting that added people
who were admitted for humanitarian
reasons.

“They do reflect recent trends we
have seen in out-migration, where
the numbers of people coming in is
down and the numbers going out is
up,” Eric Jensen, a senior research
scientist at the Census Bureau, said
last week.
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LASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Pizza Hut at both Central
City and Greenville loca-
tions are hiring all posi-
tions. APPLY THRU IN-
DEED or SNAGAJOB. TFN

SONIC IS HIRING IN CEN-
TRAL CITY! Go online at
careers.sonicdrivein.com
to apply today! TFN

SUBWAY NEEDS OF
SANDWICH ARTISTS!
Go online at apply.mysub-
waycareer.com to apply.TFN

ESTATE SALE

270 Main St. | Sacramento

02/20

8am.-4pm.

02/21

8am.-1pm.

Tools, glassware,
household items,
ladies shoes, clothes,
purses and some

furniture.

NOTICE

HELP WANTED

HARDEE'’S IS NOW HIR-
ING - ALL SHIFTS! Come
in to apply today! TFN

ARBY’'S IS HIRING
TEAM MEMBERS! Bene-
fits include vacation, free
meals, flexible shifts. Ap-
ply in person or online for
a rewarding career. TFN

TACO BELL...go online
at jobs.tacobell.com to

apply! TN

REAL ESTATE

It's Clayton Homes’ 70th
Anniversary and WE’RE
CELEBRATING YOU with
our 70TH ANNIVERSA-
RY SALES EVENT! Clay-
ton Homes of Owensboro
is giving away FREE TVs,
FREE WASHERS, FREE
DRYERS AND MORE!
CALL 270.926.3352 TO
LEARN MORE!TFN

AUCTION

AUCTION! Towing, stor-
age, admin fees. 2013
Chevrolet Silverado. VIN
#1GC1KXCG4DF154892.
Michael Rice, Owner.
March 2 @6 p.m. Blue
Collar Haulers & Contain-
ers, 10111 Hwy. 431 N.
Central City. Garage own-
er has last bid.

NOTICE

MUHLENBERG

COUNTY

ANONYMOUS TIP LINE

1-888-9KY-TIPS

1-888-959-8477

No Caller ID + 100% Anonymous * No Recorded Calls
PLEASE CALL TO REPORT SUSPECTED CRIMINAL ACTIVITY.

PETS

PETS

spay/neuter.

Adoptlon fee is Muhlenbery County
$50.00 and he is ~ Humane Society
completely up to

OfThe,

date on all vacci-
nations including

Hello my
name is...

LARRY

This young shepherd
mix is good with
kids and other dogs
and is ready to find
his forever home

For more information:
Call: 270-338-6940
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SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

Muhlenberg County
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Visit these area merchants foday for qualify service and merchandise, meeting all your needs!

ADVERTISING

FURNITURE] NOTICE | SERVICES |

i VAVEA

Est. 1906

for over 100 years!
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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Proudly serving Muhlenberg County

TODD’S
Has The Best Seat
In The House

STATE 4 o

| Only $18.80 annually in Muhlenberg and surrounding counties!

Mail to: The Times-Argus, P. O, Box 31, Central City, KY 42330
Please make checks payable to The Times-Argus,
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WAITING FOR 10U
TODD’S Furniture

800N. Main - (270)338-3222 -+ Greenville
GOOD LUCK MUSTANGS!
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COMMERCIAL & .~ RESIDENTIAL

MIKE ROWLEY

OWNER

212 Center Street, Central City, KY 42330

rowleyelectric@gmail.com

Generac Generator
Dealer

Bucket Truck Available
MIKE: 270-977-6670

ALICE: 270-803-9574
SHOP: 270-931-5055



