
By Van Yandell
      Matthew 6: 33 “But 
seek ye first the king-
dom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all 
these things shall be 
added unto you.”
      In Bible studies, we 
cannot avoid the stud-
ies of the world’s great 
empires, both past and 
present. History doc-
uments those empires 
and all have fallen or 
lost their global pres-
ence. 
      Greed, imperialism, 
supremacy or implosion 
has destroyed them. 
Some lasted hundreds 
of years. 
      The British Empire 
began its power grab 
in the late 1500’s. Col-
onizing Canada, sever-
al African countries, 
India and Australia, 
Britain’s land and pow-
er grab began in 1583. 
By seizing Newfound-
land it accelerated from 
there to other parts of 
the world.
      Britain also known as 
the United Kingdom is 
still considered a world 
power but with a much 
smaller reach than in 
previous years. 
      Two world wars de-
pleted their economic 
prowess tremendously. 
With the developing of 
other world superpow-
ers such as the United 
States, Russia and Chi-
na; Britain lost its posi-
tion in the world as an 
empire.
      The Babylonian em-
pire lasted from around 
1900 BC until the early 
500’s BC. Centered in 
Babylon (near today’s 
Bagdad), her reach var-
ied over the centuries.
      In the book of Dan-
iel, chapter five, we 
find the fall of the Bab-
ylonian empire. Dari-
us the Mede destroyed 
Belshazzar and took 
Babylon. Ironically, 
God allowed the down-
fall because of their 
lack of respect for the 
possessions taken from 
the Jerusalem temple 
and other pagan prac-
tices. 
      The Macedonian 
empire under the com-
mand of Alexander the 
Great lasted a much 
shorter time. Some 
sources claim a short 
lived empire of only ten 

years.
      The Roman Empire is 
believed by many to be 
the legs of iron in Ne-
buchadnezzar’s dream 
(Daniel 2: 40). The 
Roman Empire lasted 
from 168 BC to 476 AD. 
Having lasted nearly 
600 years, it is among 
the longest lived of the 
empires.
      The Romans occupied 
Judea from 60 BC until 
70 AD, a period of 130 
years. I find it interest-
ing they just happened 
to be in control in Jeru-
salem in the 33rd year 
of the first century. 
      Romans were one 
of the few nations that 
used crucifixion as a 
method of capital pun-
ishment. Also interest-
ing is that Christ Jesus 
just happened to show 
up on earth during 
their occupation of Pal-
estine. 
      God has a plan! In 
order for the Old Tes-
tament prophesy to be 
fulfilled (Psalm 22, Isa-
iah 53, and Zechariah 
12), the Romans served 
a purpose. While those 
scriptures do not spe-
cifically use the word 
“crucifixion,” the de-
tails of the suffering 
are described. 
      Some believe the 
United States is the 
greatest empire of this 
era. In such a case, are 
our days numbered as 
the other empires of 
history?
      John Adams, the 
second president of the 
United States, wrote in 
an 1814 letter to John 
Taylor: “Remember, 
democracy never lasts 
long. It soon wastes, ex-
hausts, and murders it-
self. There never was a 
democracy yet that did 
not commit suicide.” 
John Taylor was a po-
litical antagonist of the 
time.
      America is not by 
definition a pure de-
mocracy but a consti-
tutional republic. We 
elect representatives 
that are supposed to 
represent us by defend-
ing the Constitution. 
Nonetheless, we are a 
free people operating 
under the economic sys-
tem of capitalism. 
      Capitalism allows us 
the freedom of oppor-

tunity. Also at times 
known as “free enter-
prise,” capitalism plus 
our freedoms permit us 
to utilize our resources 
(imagination, ingenui-
ty, intelligence, inven-
tive abilities and work 
ethics) to earn money.
      Those monies earned, 
allow Americans to 
achieve and acquire the 
American Dream. Few 
people on planet earth 
have the opportunities 
Americans have. 
      People living in com-
munist countries are 
literally owned by the 
governments. Social-
ist governments take 
most of the earnings 
of the people in taxes 
and the hierarchy lives 
like kings while average 
working citizens strug-
gle to survive. 
      As the statement 
above of John Adams 
appears to apply to the 
USA we live in today, 
are our days numbered? 
Our elected politicians 
in pursuit of votes have 
been channeling us into 
a socialist/communist 
mindset and system for 
over fifty years; mak-
ing a people dependent 
makes them submissive 
and easier to control.
      Having been victims 
of incremental con-
ditioning, many have 
failed to recognize the 
progression. It is pure-
ly intentional and by 
the time many wake up, 
it will be too late. 
      Information we re-
ceive is obviously con-
trolled into what some-
one deems us needing 
to know, we have been 
slowly conditioned 
away from the inten-
tions of the founding 
fathers.
      It appears at this 
time, if America falls, 
it will be by implosion. 
Abraham Lincoln said 
in 1838 “America will 
never be destroyed from 
the outside. If we falter 
and lose our freedoms, 
it will be because we de-
stroyed ourselves.”
      Causes of self-de-
struction are many. 
Some of the main caus-
es are economic failure, 
political corruption, 
socio-economic dispar-
ities (resulting in con-
flicts hatred, violence 
and attitudes), and ex-

treme political ideolo-
gies. 
      As the people in the 
previous empires did 
not know, we do not 
know how long Amer-
ica will last. With the 
transitioning into a 
world garbage dump, it 
appears, the end may be 
nearer than we think. 
      The time periods of 
the empires are a key 
factor in understand-
ing them. There is only 
one time factor with 
God and that is eternity 
(2 Peter 3: 8). 
      Psalm 145: 13 “Your 
kingdom  is  an ever-
lasting kingdom, and 
Your dominion  en-
dures  throughout all 
generations.” God is 
eternal both past and 
future tense.
      The Bible teaches 
that eternal life is a re-
ality. The Bible teaches 
there is only one eter-
nal salvation. That is 

by a faith based belief 
(Ephesians 2: 8) that 
Christ Jesus was cruci-
fied (Matthew 27: 35) 
for the remission of sin 
(Romans 4: 25), resur-
rected (Matthew 28: 6) 
and ascended alive into 

Heaven (Acts 1: 9). 
      Van Yandell is a re-
tired Industrial Arts 
teacher, an ordained 
gospel evangelist and 
missionary. His email 
is vmy3451@gmail.
com
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POSITION AVAILABLE
The Union County Fiscal Court is accepting ap-
plications for a Full-Time Cabin Cleaner at Moffit 
Lake.

This full-time position includes benefits, health in-
surance, retirement, and vacation.  

Applications can be picked up and turned in at the 
Union County Judge/Executive’s Office, located at 
100 W. Main St., Morganfield, KY 42437. They may 
be obtained via email at jill.hunley@unioncoun-
tyky.gov  or on our website at www.unioncountyky.
org. Applications will be accepted until September 
11, 2026.

The Union County Fiscal Court is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer:  All applicants are considered for 
employment without regard to race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status, or disabil-
ity.     9/2c

NOTICE OF HEARING
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Union County Board of Education is proposing a general fund Tax Levy of 
69.7 cents on real property and 69.7 cents on Personal Property.

The General Fund tax levied in fiscal year 2026 was 69.6 cents on real property 
and 69.6 cents on personal property and produced revenue of $7,334,331.67. 
The proposed General Fund tax rate of 69.7 cents on real property and 69.7 
cents on personal property is expected to produce $7,810,312.42. Of this 
amount $2,408,496.63 is from new and personal property. The compensating 
tax for 2027 is 69.3 cents on real property and 69.7 cents on personal property 
and is expected to produce $7,779,232.21.

The proposed rate is expected to generate more revenue than received in the 
preceding year. The general areas to which revenue of $475,981 above 2026 
revenue is to be allocated as follows: Cost of collections $7,140, building fund 
$6,000 and $462,841 to instruction and student support services.

This information is published pursuant to KRS 160.470. The proposed tax rate 
is not subject to recall under KRS 132.017.

The General Assembly has required publication of this advertisement and in-
formation contained herein.     9/2c

Empires Come and Empires Go
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