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Looming 4% Medicaid cut is a ‘threat’ to Kentuckians with disabilities

BY SARAH LADD
KENTUCKY LANTERN
KENTUCKY HEALTH NEWS

Kentuckians with dis-
abilities and their loved
ones and advocates
came to Frankfort Fri-
day, July 17, and plead-
ed with elected officials
to find a way to protect
the services they receive
through Medicaid waiv-
ers.

Several spoke during
a legislative subcom-
mittee meeting, which
was formed to handle
issues surrounding waiv-
er waitlists, and many
more spoke at a town
hall meeting and rally on
the Capitol Annex steps.
Organizers estimated
hundreds attended these
events.

Laura Orsland, the
mother of a son with
disabilities who found-
ed the HIVE in Bowling
Green to support “people
with developmental dis-
abilities and those who
care for them,” said the
looming 4% cuts to the
providers who help her
family and others “is not
just a number to us. It’s a
threat.”

“It is a warning,” she
said. “It is the sound of
one more piece of stabili-
ty slipping away.”

A June 8 letter from
the Cabinet for Health
and Family Services
informed various provid-
ers they would see a 4%
reduction in Medicaid
reimbursement starting
Aug. 1. Reductions are
set to target the follow-
ing waivers, in addition
to providers in other sec-
tors:

Home and Communi-
ty Based Waiver, which
provides services to Ken-
tuckians 65 and older or
those who are physically
disabled and need a nurs-
ing facility level of care.

Michelle P. Waiver,
which provides services
for Kentuckians with
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Hundreds of Kentuckians with disabilities and their loved ones and advocates came to Frankfort and pleaded with elect-
ed officials to find a way to protect the services they receive through Medicaid waivers on July 17. (Kentucky Lantern

photo by Sarah Ladd)

intellectual or develop-
mental disabilities who
need nursing facility or
immediate care facility
level of care.

Model II Waiver, which
provides services for
people needing ventila-
tor support 12 or more
hours a day, who are on
a physician-monitored
weaning program and
need a nursing facility
level of care.

Supports for Communi-
ty Living, which provides
services for Kentuckians
with intellectual or devel-
opmental disabilities who
need immediate care
facility level of care.

Meanwhile, families
who need waiver ser-
vices said it’s already
difficult to find providers
able to care for them and
their loved ones.

Leslie Hoffmann, the
deputy commissioner

of the Department for
Medicaid Services, said
there were nearly 19,000
people on waitlists for
Medicaid waivers as of
July 13, with only around
1,000 spots available.
Year over year, the
cost of waiver services
and Medicaid claims
have increased from
around $492,000 per per-
son in 2020 to around
$607,166 in 2025, Hoff-
mann said in a presenta-
tion to members of the
Waiver Waitlist Manage-
ment Subcommittee on
Friday morning. Total
annual expenditures for
these services hit nearly
$1.9 billion in 2025 even
as many spend years on
waitlists waiting for care.
Dr. Steven Stack, the
secretary for the Cabinet
for Health and Family
Services, said solutions
to the waitlist and other

SPENCER COUNTY

WASTE TIRE
COLLECTION
EVENT

ALONG WITH KY
DIVISION OF WASTE

Sept 24th, 25th & 26th 2026
THURSDAY/FRIDAY/SATURDAY

S8AM TO 3PM, 24TH ,25TH
S8AM TO NOON THE 26TH

OPEN TO KENTUCKY RESIDENTS ONLY

MUST BRING ID

TIRES ACCEPTED

v ON OR OFF RIMS
v FARM IMPLEMENT,

v BICYCLE,

v MOTORCYCLE, ATV,
v TRACTOR
v PASSENGER

TIRES NOT ACCEPTED
FOAM FILLED, CALCIUM FILLED,
NO COMPACT, TRACKS, OFF ROAD,

CONSTRUCTION

SPENCER COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
895 FAIRGROUNDS RD

THIS LOCATION ONLY

NO RETAILERS OR SALVAGE YARDS ALLOWED

DO NOT LEAVE AT GATE OR AT THE ROAD DEPARTMENT
OR THE RECYCLING CENTER, QUESTIONS 502-477-3240

issues come back to
money.

“If you shed tears over
the size of the Medicaid
budget now, some of the
ways we could make all
of these problems go
away would make you
shed buckets of tears
about how much larger
the cost would be,” he
said.

‘T am a person’

Grace Anna Rodgers, a
singer who has Michelle
P. Waiver services and
uses a wheelchair, told
those gathered for the Fri-
day afternoon town hall:
“Don’t ever feel sorry for
yourself, because we are
still human beings.”

“A lot of people see peo-
ple like me as somebody
who, ‘oh she’s in a wheel-
chair, she can’t do any-
thing,” but we thrive and
we love to do things,” she
said. “I play piano, I sing

and I love doing it.  am a
person.”

Claire Mynear, who has
autism, attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD), obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder and other
diagnoses, said she wait-
ed 15 years to get her
Michelle P. Waiver.

“I need the services to
help me to be able to do
the things like to be inde-
pendent and see friends
and do things that I like
to do out in the commu-
nity, and that helps me
be able to go out when
I have services,” said
Mynear, 34. “I like doing
a lot of Special Olympic
sports and stuff.”

Gov. Andy Beshear
has blamed the budget
passed by the General
Assembly this year for
forcing his hand toward
the cuts, while lawmak-
ers have said he could

better manage the money
they provided.

“Kentucky has been
known for horses and
bourbon. Let us channel
that same energy and
wealth into becoming
the nation’s leading state
for our most vulnerable
people,” she said. “What
good are new buildings,
parks and highways
if the people who need
them most cannot access
or benefit from them?”

Several families asked
that leaders find a way
to work together and
reverse the cut.

“I’'m asking everyone
who has a voice in this
decision to look beyond
the blame and look at the
result. Forget the politi-
cal back and forth for a
minute, and look at the
human beings standing
in the middle of it,” said
Orsland, the Bowling
Green advocate.

“Look at the disabled
adults who depend on
these services to live.
Look at the parents who
are terrified of what hap-
pens next. Look at the
siblings, the workers,
the families, the people
whose lives hang in the
balance,” she said. “My
son is not a line item, and
my family is not a talking
point. People with dis-
abilities are not statistics.
They are multidimen-
sional, sentient human
beings that deserve dig-
nity, safety and care. And
they deserve better than
cuts that make life hard-
er, lonelier and more frag-
ile.”

Kentucky Lantern is
part of States Newsroom,
a nonprofit news network
supported by grantsand a
coalition of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Kentucky
Lantern maintains editorial
independence. Contact Editor
Linda Blackford for questions:
info@kentuckylantern.com.
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ONLINE REAL ESTATE AUCTION

4 PROPERTIES WITH SIX SINGLE FAMILY RENTAL UNITS « EMINENCE, HENRY COUNTY, KY
BIDDING WILL START TO END ON FRIDAY JULY 31 2:00PM EST * BID AT WWW.HBARRYSMIYH.COM

LOT #1: 80 MAPLE AVENUE AND 111 LOU AVENUE, EMINENCE, KY., 40019. THIS IS A LARGE LOT THAT FRONTS ON MAPLE AVENUE AND
LOU AVENUE WITH A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE AND A MOBILE HOME. THE HOUSE AT 80 MAPLE AVENUE HAS APPROXIMATELY 920
SQUARE FEET OF LIVING AREA WITH THREE BEDROOMS AND ONE BATH. THE MOBILE HOME AT 111 LOU AVENUE IS 12 X 65 WITH THREE
BEDROOMS AND ONE BATH. THESE RESIDENCES CURRENTLY RENT FOR $600 PER MONTH.

LOT #2: 227 MERRIWEATHER AVENUE EMINENCE, KY., 40019. THIS IS A SINGLE FAMILY HOME CONTAINING 720 SQUARE FEET WITH
TWO BEDROOMS AND ONE FULL BATH. THE LOT IS APPROXIMATELY 0.26 ACRES. THIS HOME IS CURRENTLY VACANT AND THE LAST

RENTED FOR $600 PER MONTH.

LOT#3: 116 AND 118 DOBNER WAY, EMINENCE, KY., 40019.THIS PROPERTY CONSISTS OF TWO MOBILE HOMES ON A LARGE 0.667
ACRE LOT. 118 DOBNER IS 24 X 60 AND RENTS FOR $600 PER MONTH AND HAS THREE BEDROOMS AND TWO BATHS. 116 DOBNER IS 12
X 58 WITH THREE BEDROOMS AND ONE BATH AND RENTS FOR $550 PER MONTH.

LOT #4: 188 MAPLE AVENUE, EMINENCE, KY., 40019, THIS SINGLE FAMILY HOME IS APPROXIMATELY 912 SQUARE FEET WITH TWO
BEDROOMS AND ONE BATH. IT HAS HAD UPGRANDES INCLUDING SOME FLOOR JOISTS REPLACED, UPDATED VINYL FLOORING, WATER
HEATER AND FURNACE. IT CURRENTLY RENTS FOR $600 PER MONTH.

PUBLIC INSPECTION WILL ONLY BE ON SUNDAY, JULY 26TH, 12 NOON TO 2:00 PM
TERMS: 10% BUYERS PREMIUM ADDED TO THE FINAL BIDS TO DETERMINE SALES PRICE. 10% OF TOTAL PURCHASE PRICE TO BE
COLLECTED AT THE CLOSE OF THE AUCTION AND WITH SIGNING OF THE CONTRACT. BALANCE WILL BE DUE ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 31,
2026.POSSESSION WITH DEED. ALL SALES ARE AS IS.

NOTE: DWELLING SIZES FROM PVA DESCRIPTIONS. CURRENT TENANTS ARE WILLING TO REMAIN.

THIS IS AN EXTEND ONE, EXTEND ALL AUCTION FORMAT. ANY BID RECEIVED ON ANY LOT IN THE LAST TWO MINUTES
WILL EXTEND THE BIDDING ON ALL LOTS UNTIL ALL BIDDING HAS ENDED.

502-633-2746

A WILLARD AUCTIONS COMPANY
H.BARRY SMITH, REALTORS AND AUCTIONEERS
223 MIDLAND PARK DRIVE, SHELBYVILLE, KY 40065
888-631-2746
Auctioneers: H. Barry Smith (CAI), Jimmy Willard (CAl), Shawn Willard (CAl), Jeff Riggle

(CAI), Patrick Hargadon, Todd Barlow, Rob Winlock, Dean Burk, Courtney Roberts
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