
Local governments in
receipt of opioid settlement
dollars are sitting on most of
the money, according to a
June 30 analysis from The
Kentucky Center for Eco-
nomic Policy.

The Kentucky Opioid
Abatement Advisory Com-
mission’s job is to distribute
the state’s more than $900
million in opioid settlement
funds. It has allocated more
than $85 million to 130 orga-
nizations, according to its
website.

But only about 10% of
monies received between
December 2022 and June 30,
2025 ($122.4 million) has
been spent, according to the
new analysis.

Center for Economic Pol-
icy staff reviewed 1,700 pages
of financial reporting data
obtained through open
records requests, which they
used to analyze settlement
spending across the com-
monwealth.

They found that half of
Kentucky’s local govern-
ments spent nothing in the
2025 fiscal year. About a third
of the localities with no
expenditures didn’t provide
an explanation for the lack of
spending. A quarter said they
were still in the planning
process, and some simply
said they were “saving the
funds to spend at a later
date,” according to the report.

During a June 30 virtual
press conference, Ashley
Spalding, a senior fellow at
KyPolicy, said of the 70
counties that spent about $12
million in settlement funding
in 2025, nearly $2 million of
that “was problematic spend-
ing on ineffective, unproven,

and/or harmful responses.”
One example of

“problematic spending”
highlighted in the report was
in Martin County, which
spent $24,748 for two “Opioid
Deputies” and $29,324 for gas
for the Opioid Deputy, plus
$7,807 to tow, repair and
maintain the constable’s car.

An example of ineffective
spending identified in the
report was in Grayson
County, which spent $25,000
for celebrity guest speaker,
basketball player Lamar
Odom, to talk at the high
school.

Localities that engaged in
“good spending” tended to
invest more in community-
led programs that provide
access to harm reduction
resources.

About $7 million of that
went to “evidence-based
approaches to preventing
overdose deaths and repair-
ing other harms of the opi-
oid crisis,” and the rest of the
money was a mixed-bag
success, she said.

“Kentucky’s local govern-
ments must be proactive in
investing their opioid settle-
ment funds rather than
holding onto them, and must
ensure the monies are spent
on programs and strategies

that will save lives,” Spalding
said.

 

Other takeaways in the
report include:

As of June 30, 2025, nearly
$95 million in opioid settle-
ment proceeds have been
distributed to 120 Kentucky
counties and $28 million to
149 cities.

Kentucky’s local govern-
ments reported that they still
have almost $110 million
available to spend — $86.5
million for counties and $23.3

BY THE NUMBERS

million for cities.
Counties spent 8.5% of the

amount they received, and
cities nearly 17%.

About 40% (50 out of 120)
of reporting counties had
zero expenditures, and an
additional three reported
spending of $20 to $30 for
bank charges.

Nearly 60% (88 out of 149)
of cities had zero expendi-
tures, and an additional city
had just an $8 bank fee.

Counties and cities
received $29 million and
spent $14.5 million in 2025.

The median total expendi-
ture amount for the 70 coun-
ties to receive settlement
dollars in 2025 was $52,760.

The median expenditure
for cities that spent opioid
settlement funds in FY 2025
was $11,040.

Last year, the number of
Kentuckians who died from
drug overdoses declined for
the fourth year in a row, the
Lantern previously reported.

Odell Hager, who works
with several recovery orga-
nizations and runs his own,
Leave A Light On Street

Outreach, said changes to
Medicaid “makes it harder
for some people to access or
stay in treatment.” In 2025,
Congress cut Medicaid
spending over 10 years by
$880 billion as part of the
sweeping One Big Beautiful
Bill Act. Gov. Andy Beshear
recently announced reduc-
tions in Medicaid reimburse-
ments for providers.

On-the-ground harm
reduction work is key to
building relationships and
saving lives and Kentucky
needs more of that direct
outreach, Hager said.

“The need for street
outreach becomes even
greater. That’s why opioid
abatement funding should
make harm reduction one of
its highest and first priori-
ties,” said Hager, who is
himself in long-term
recovery. “This isn’t about
choosing harm reduction
instead of treatment. It’s
about recognizing that they
both work together. Harm

reduction keeps people alive.
Treatment helps people
recover. Recovery helps peo-
ple rebuild their lives.”

 
(Editor’s note: The Kentucky

legislature created the Kentucky
Opioid Abatement Advisory
Commission in 2021 to dis-trib-
ute the state’s portion of what is
now about $1 billion from set-
tlements with opioid manufac-
turers and distributors, with half
of the money going to the state
and the other half going to local
governments. The commission
is housed in the attorney gen-
eral’s office and is headed by
Chris Evans, a former chief oper-
ating officer for the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration.
The money is provided in
installments.)

Kentucky Lantern is part of
States Newsroom, a nonprofit
news network supported by
grants and a coalition of donors
as a 501c(3) public charity. Ken-
tucky Lantern maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact Edi-
tor Linda Blackford for ques-
tions:
info@kentuckylantern.com.

Kentucky Lantern photo by Sarah Ladd

Most Kentucky opioid funds remain unspent
BY SARAH LADD
KENTUCKY LANTERN

KENTUCKY HEALTH NEWS

Narcan is an opioid reversal treatment.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
THURSDAY - 4:00 PM

Contact Customer Service at
502-477-2239, Option 1 or

classifieds@spencermagnet.com
Monday-Friday 8AM-4PM

*Holidays advance deadline by 24 hours.
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CALL TO PLACE  YOUR AD IN PRINT AND ONLINE IN KENTUCKY
Classified aaads

Find a new favorite store by looking for local 
businesses advertising in your newspaper! 

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Acculevel. Your foundation re-
pair and basement waterproof-
ing experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or concrete
slab we’ll guide you on the right
path to a healthy home. Act
now! Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free con-
sultation. 1-866-558-7730
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326
Audien Hearing. The world’s
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More
than 1.5 million happy custom-
ers. Call Audien 1-888-513-
0453
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-866-981-1569
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-877-403-2862

Certified Home Health
Aid/Caregiver

with 40 years experience in
caring for the elderly and

mentally challenged. Com-
passionate, caring individual
will assist with your everyday
needs in your home or mine.
References and back-ground

check available.

270-589-3849

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780
Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!
End your tax worries today. Let
us make your tax problem our
priority. Scared, stuck with high
tax amounts? Our A+ tax pro-
fessionals can help. Call for a
FREE consultation. Call Prior-
ity Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located ½
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bon-
nie Howard, Kentucky Press
Association, 502-223-8821.

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-877-
846-0382

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-877-805-1196

Inflation is at 40 year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

A terrible thing happens
when you don’t advertise . . . NOTHING
Run an ad in your Classifieds TODAY

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Omaha Steaks - World Fam-
ous Perfection! 100% guaran-
teed and delivered to your door!
Our All-Time Grilling Faves
comes with 8 FREE Omaha
Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY
$99.99. Call 1-877-542-1507
and mention code 81305BVA
or visit www.omahasteaks.com/
Savory3148
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It’s a power
move.
Repairing or replacing appli-
ances and home systems like
heating and cooling can be
costly. A home warranty plan
can help. Start saving and get
30% off any plan today. Work-
manship Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call Cinch Home
Services 1-866-384-8998
Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy
greater independence and stay
in the home you love. Feel safe
on every level. $750 off plus
FREE installation. Made in the
U.S.A. Call today for a free
quote. 1-855-820-2844
Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539
Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615
We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-
327-1782

0300 PETS

Vine Grove - FREE
adorable kittens

about 9 wks old. 1 calico, 2
black & white.
(270)765-8362

Elizabethtown-
Looking for a loyal

companion?
2 Matching Aussie Puppies
11 weeks, male, red/golden,

sold together.
$325 for both

Call/Text (270) 899-3310
(Preferably Text)

Elizabethtown-
Looking for a loyal

companion?
1 Blue Merle Puppy

11 weeks, Female Aussie
Puppy -- $275

Call/Text (270) 899-3310
(Preferably Text)

Yorkies Ready Now
Call or Text 270-230-6000

0400 FARM

FOR SALE
FRESH PRODUCE

Potatoes, Green Beans,
Squash, Zucchini, Cabbage,

Red Beets, Onions,
Sweet Corn, Cucumbers.

(Peppers & Tomatoes
available by July 1).

CLOSED ON SUNDAY'S
Ben A. Miller

716 Upton Road
Upton, KY 42784.

0500 MERCHANDISE

LOOKING TO BUY
4-wheelers,

dirt bikes, mowers &
zero turns,

golf carts & tractors,
trailers, UTV's and

side by sides.
Call or text

270-766-9940

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

RADCLIFF-
1 Bedroom Apartments,

Efficiency Apartments, RV
Parking Spot For Rent.

Deposits Required
270-390-5185
254-338-8881

LEBANON, KY- 3 bedroom,
two bath home, detached
carport, newly remodeled
$1250 rent & $1250 deposit
No Smoking. Call (270)692-
6740

0800 TRANSPORTATION

Whitesville
For sale package deal for
$25,000 cash. 2009 Ford

F-150 (169,000 miles), 2023
Sunray Sunset Sport 149
camper. Both in excellent

condition with clear titles. The
Sunray camper upgrades,

solar power system, TV, new
mattress, custom-built

storage units, electric jack,
new truck bed cover, new

running boards.
2026 CARFAX available.

PH: 270-313-0911

CALL FOR CLAIMS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
C L A I M S A G A I N S T D E -
CEASED, COLLIN SCOTT
TRAVIS TO FILE SAME WITH
THE UNDERSIGNED AT THE
ADDRESS GIVEN BELOW
AND TO PROVE THE CLAIMS
AS REQUIRED BY THE KEN-
TUCKY STATUTE NO LATER
THAN JANUARY 12, 2027.

BRIAN SCOTT TRAVIS,
ADMINISTRATOR

OF THE ESTATE OF
COLLIN SCOTT TRAVIS

C/O ATTY CHARLES S
TICHENOR

PO BOX 509
TAYLORSVILLE, KY 40071

CALL FOR CLAIMS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
C L A I M S A G A I N S T D E -
CEASED, DIANE K GULLETT
TO FILE SAME WITH THE
UNDERSIGNED AT THE AD-
DRESS GIVEN BELOW AND
TO PROVE THE CLAIMS AS
REQUIRED BY THE KEN-
TUCKY STATUTE NO LATER
THAN JANUARY 12, 2027.

VICTORIA SUZANNE
HAYES, EXECUTRIX
OF THE ESTATE OF

DIANE K GULLETT
C/O ATTY BRICKER GRAY-

DON WYATT LLP
400 W MARKET STREET,

SUITE 2000
LOUISVILLE, KY 40202
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