
Hunters harvested a record
36,439 turkeys during the 2026
spring hunting season in Kentucky,
smashing the 10-year average of
30,847.

Wildlife officials attribute the
high harvest to a variety of factors,
including more turkeys on the
landscape this year, more hunters
in the woods and weather con-
ducive for hunting.

“Everything we saw over the
last two years – from the high
percentages of hens laying eggs
and strong poult survival rates
to the emergence of cicadas in
parts of Western Kentucky –
suggested that hunters would enjoy
a lot of opportunities to harvest
birds this season,” said Zak Danks,
turkey-grouse program coordinator
for the Kentucky Department of

Fish and Wildlife Resources. “When
we had four straight weekends
of good weather, that just set the
stage.”

As with past years, a lot of
turkeys were taken early in the
season.

Youth harvested 2,613 turkeys
during the April 4-5 youth-only
season alone, 304 higher than the
previous record and well
above the 10-year average of 1,670.
On April 18-19, the opening
weekend of the 23-day general
season, hunters harvested 13,670
turkeys, well above the 10-year
average of 9,860.

“Our youngest hunters set the
tone early, and it never let up,”
Danks said.

But in many ways, the spring
season resembled those before
it: most turkeys were taken with
a shotgun, most were taken by
Kentucky residents, and counties
to the south and west had the
most turkeys harvested, while
hunters in the counties to the north
and middle of the state took more
turkeys per square mile.

OVERALL HARVEST: The
spring harvest of 36,439 birds
topped the previous record of

36,097 set in 2010 and was 18
percent higher than the 10-year
average.

GENDER: Kentucky allows
hunters to take bearded hens in
the spring, but 99.5 percent of
turkeys harvested were male. The
193 bearded hens that were
harvested was 157 fewer than the
record set in 2011 and well below
the 10-year average of 258. Of
the 193 birds, 22 were taken during
the youth-only season.

TURKEY AGES: 85.8 percent
of the male birds harvested were
toms, with the rest younger jakes.

METHOD OF TAKE: The vast
majority of turkeys were harvested
with a shotgun (35,991), with bow
(258), crossbow (129) and
muzzleloader (61) far behind.

BY REGION: The Green River
Region led with 10,132 birds
harvested, followed by the
Southeast (8,045), the Bluegrass
(7,895), the Purchase (5,269) and
Northeast (5,098).

TOP COUNTIES: For the third
year in a row, Graves County
finished with the highest total
harvest at 778 birds, followed by
Muhlenberg (746), Breckinridge
(662), Pulaski (659), Christian

(639), Hopkins (636), Ohio (593),
Hardin (566), Grayson (548) and
Logan (538). Seven of those
counties are in the Green River
Region.

But when counties are ranked
based on harvest per square mile,
six of the top 10 are in the Bluegrass
Region, with two in the Northeast
Region. Pendleton leads the way
at 1.82 birds taken per square
mile, followed by Robertson (1.81),
Anderson (1.59), Muhlenberg
(1.56), Bracken (1.48), Owen (1.41),
Graves (1.4), Carroll (1.34), Grant
(1.34) and Henry (1.34).

PUBLIC LANDS: 2,373 turkeys
were harvested on public land,
higher than last year’s 1,928 and
well above the 10-year average
of 1,763.

HUNTER SUCCESS: 25.6
percent of successful hunters
harvested two birds.

BANDED BIRDS: Hunters
reported harvesting 150 banded
turkeys.

Danks said biologists at
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife will
take a deeper dive into the spring
season results as the department
continues to strike the balance
between providing hunting

opportunities and ensuring a strong,
sustainable turkey population.

“The broad conclusions from
a first-blush look at the numbers
are pretty apparent: a lot of hunters
went into the woods, a lot of them
had success and there were a lot
of 2-year-old birds to be harvested,”
Danks said. “All in all, those were
good things. But we also know
that some hunters said they didn’t
see or hear as many birds as they
expected to, particularly in some
areas.”

Based on harvest rate data,
Kentucky hunters are not taking
more birds than past research
suggested could be unsustainable,
Danks said. But researchers
continue to collect data and study
that issue. They also continue to
analyze data related to the entire
reproductive cycle, from nest
locations to poult survival.

Poult surveys from a year ago
suggest the 2027 spring season
will also be good, but young turkeys
face threats like disappearing
habitat, early mowing and
predators.

“This was a good year for
hunters, but we can’t expect a
record every year,” Danks said.
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Busch Motorsports.
“Kyle, he was special,”

Saurez said as he teared up.
“I was doing this for Kyle, for
(his wife) Samatha, for (his
children) Brexton and Lennix
and for all of his family.”

A non-factor for most of the
race, Suarez gambled and took
two tires during a late pit stop,
then held off Christopher Bell
and Denny Hamlin on restarts
before the race was called when
the sky opened up and rain
drenched the track shortly
before midnight Eastern time.

NASCAR quickly made the
decision to call the race with
27 laps remaining.

Bell finished second; Hamlin
was third.

The two Joe Gibbs Racing
teammates had a chance to
catch Suarez on the two
restarts, but couldn't clear his
No. 7 Chevrolet.

“It’s a bummer," Bell said,
who won the rain-shortened
2024 Coca-Cola 600. "It wasn’t
meant to be today. That's 2026
for us.”

Hamlin said he was “just
a little unlucky.”

“The 20 car (Bell) and us
were just really battling
because we knew whoever
could clear him (would win
the race),” Hamlin said. "We
were really good all day. We
just didn’t get to see it
through.”

The race came just three
days after Busch’s death sent
shockwaves throughout the
motorsports world and
beyond. The 41-year-old Busch
died after severe pneumonia
progressed into sepsis,
resulting in rapid and over-
whelming complications,
according to a statement
released by his family.

The two-time Cup Series
champion and winner of a
record 234 races across
NASCAR’s three national
series had become unre-
sponsive while practicing in
a Chevrolet simulator
Wednesday, a person familiar
with the situation told The
Associated Press on condition
of anonymity because no
details were released by the
family.

Busch's family attended the
race and NASCAR CEO Steve
O'Donnell told them they are
part of the NASCAR com-
munity and “we got you.”

NASCAR and CMS hon-
ored Busch with his No. 8
and signature on the
frontstretch grass and a
highway billboard near the
main entrance of the track.
The U.S. Army Golden
Knights carried a Busch flag
prior to the race and each of
the 39 cars in field carried
a small, black No. 8 decal.

Kyle Larson won the first
stage race. Hamlin won
the second stage and Bell the
third.

 

Defending champion Ross
Chastain crashed out when
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. clipped
his car in Turn 2 with 81 laps
remaining in the race.

Connor Zilisch and Austin
Cindric only made it 52 laps

CRASHING OUT

before getting caught up in
a crash. Cindric got turned
around and Zilisch came
crashing in to the side of his
No. 2 Ford, ending both drivers’
day.

Chase Elliott, a two-time
winner this year, hit the outside

wall and ping-ponged into the
inside wall on Lap 90. That
car was beyond repair and he
finished 37th.

“I was trying to make
something happen and I
stepped over the line,” Elliott
said.

SUAREZ
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Daniel Suarez celebrates in Victory Lane after winning
a NASCAR Cup Series auto race, Sunday, May 24 in
Charlotte, N.C.

YOUR CUSTOMER JUST READ THIS AD. ADVERTISE WITH US.

The advertising sales representative is
responsible for the sales of print and
online advertising products and services
to local and area businesses to meet
the financial goals of the newspaper.
Growing profitable long-term advertising
relationships with current active
advertisers, developing new advertising
relationships with currently inactive
customers and actively prospecting for
new customers are keys to success.

The newspaper offers a competitive salary
plus commission and a benefits package
including optional medical, dental, vision,
life insurance, 401(k) and paid time off.

QUALIFICATIONS
• Demonstrate high ethical standards.
• Experience in sales or media sales
preferred.

• Understanding of marketing and

promotion aspects of print and digital
media platforms preferred.

• Demonstrated record of success in
a goal-oriented, high performance
accountability work environment.

• Strong skill and ability to use
computer applications for word
processing, spreadsheets, budgeting,
business scheduling and electronic
communications purposes.

• Demonstrated self-starter with the
ability to effectively management
time and multiple accounts to meet
established deadlines and project goals
with minimal supervision.

• Must have reliable transportation,
motor vehicle insurance and a valid
driver’s license.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS
• Achieve the advertising revenue goals
on a consistent basis.

• Implement profitable print and online
advertising product and service
tactics and strategies to meet existing
customer needs in the local and area
market.

• Grow profitable long-term advertising
relationships with current active
advertisers.

• Develop new advertising relationships
with currently inactive customers.

• Actively prospecting for new advertising
customers.

• Identify and capture profitable
advertising opportunities that exist in
the local and area market.

• Work to keep advertiser aging balances
current and assist in the collections of
past due accounts.

• Job Type: Full-time

To apply, please email resume to
bcarlson@paxtonmedia.com.

Paxton Media Group is seeking
a regional advertising sales representative

to sell the newspapers and
digital products of area newspapers.

For advertising please call 502-633-2527
for more information or to place an ad.

REACHING OVER 65,700 READERS

Contract Rates:
6x-12x ...................... $60.53/col. inch
13x-25x ..................... $57.21/col. inch
26x-38x.....................$54.55/col. inch
39x or more...............$51.22/col. inch

Place your ad on NINE WEBSITES in Marketplace
for $2.00 per paper for a total of $18.00

K AENTUCKIAN
Advertising

ONE ORDER
ONE BILL

ONE LOW PRICE
PLACE YOUR

DISPLAY AD IN NINE
FINE KENTUCKY
NEWSPAPERS

AUCTIONEERS: H. BARRY SMITH, CAI, JIMMY WILLARD, CAI, SHAWN WILLARD, CAI,
COURTNEY ROBERTS, TODD BARLOW, DEAN BURK, ROB WINLOCK, JEFF RIGGLE, CAI,
PATRICK HARGADON.

A WILLARD AUCTIONS COMPANY
H.BARRY SMITH, REALTORS AND AUCTIONEERS
88 BRUNERSTOWN ROAD, SHELBYVILLE, KY.

502-633-2746 888-631-2746
Auctioneers: H. Barry Smith (CAI), Jimmy Willard (CAI), Shawn Willard (CAI), Jeff Riggle

(CAI), Patrick Hargadon, Todd Barlow, Rob Winlock, Dean Burk, Courtney Roberts

ONLINE REAL ESTATE AUCTION
TRAILER AND 4 ACRES, BARN, ROAD FRONTAGE • HENRY CO., KY

BID AT WWW.HBARRYSMITH.COM
BIDDING WILL START TO END FRIDAY MAY 29TH AT 2:OO PM EASTERN

Location: 2497 LaGrange Road, New Castle, KY 40050
Real Estate: Three-bedroom, two-bath trailer on 4 acres with nice tobacco barn offered at auction.
Investor opportunity on 4.35 acres with dual road frontage! This property offers approx. 350 ft on LaGrange
Rd and approx. 550 ft on Jackson Rd, creating potential for a one-time division. The 3-bedroom, 2-bath trailer
is in need of renovation, with much of the home down to subfloor, gutted bathrooms, and no running water
or functioning HVAC. A carport structure covers the home, and the property also features a spacious 45x52
barn as well as a creek running through the back of the property. With a mix of open space and room to
expand, this property offers flexibility for a variety of uses. Ideal for investors, flippers, or buyers looking to

build their dream home—restore for rental income or start fresh.
Terms: A 10% buyers premium will be added to the final bid price to determine the final sales price.
The winning bidder shall put down 10% of the total sales price at signing of the sales contract with the

remaining balance due on or before June 29th 2026. Sold as is.
Public Viewing: Sunday May 24th 12-2pm

SME: 23026 / 26005
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

1. INVITATION: Sealed bids for the construction of the following
FENCING (4 SITES) will be received by the City of Taylorsville,
70 Taylorsville Road, Taylorsville, KY 40071, until 11:00 AM,
local time June 4. 2026 for furnishing labor and/or materials (as
specified) and performing all work as set forth by this advertise-
ment, special conditions, specifications, and/or the drawings pre-
pared by Sisler-Maggard Engineering, PLLC. 220 East Reynolds
Road. Suite A3, Lexington. Kentucky 40517. Bids will be publicly
opened and read at above time.
2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project includes but is not lim-
ited to the following:
FENCING
a) 1,800 LF 7' Chain Link Fence w/12” Barb
b) 3 EA 14’ Cantilever Gates
c) 3 EA 4’-6' Swing Gates
d) 3 EA 14' Cantilever Slide Gate Operator (Furnish & Install)
(Liftmaster/Commercial Slide Operator) (Model CSL24UL or ap-
proved equal)
3. OBTAINING PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND BID DOCU-
MENTS:
Contract documents may be reviewed and obtained at the follow-
ing locations:

Sisler Maggard Engineering, PLLC
220 East Reynolds Road, Suite A3
Lexington, Kentucky 40517
(859) 271-2978

City of Taylorsville
70 Taylorsville Road
Taylorsville, Kentucky 40071
(502) 477-3235

A non-refundable deposit will be required for each set of docu-
ments as follows:
FENCING _$50.00
Deposit includes standard UPS shipping. Partial sets of plans or
specifications will not be issued.

Contract Documents may also be reviewed at the following loca-
tions:

Sisler Maggard Engineering, PLLC
220 East Reynolds Road, Suite A3
Lexington, Kentucky 40517
(859) 271-2978

City of Taylorsville
70 Taylorsville Road
Taylorsville, Kentucky 40071
(502) 477-3235

4. METHOD OF RECEIVING BIDS: Bids will be submitted in the
manner and subject to the conditions as set forth and described
in the Instructions to Bidders and Contract Documents.
5. METHOD OF AWARD AND RIGHT TO REJECT: The Con-
tract will be awarded by the Owner to the low responsive, re-
sponsible, best and qualified Bidder. Owner reserves the right to
reject any and all bids and to waive all informalities and/or tech-
nicalities should it be in the best interest of the Owner.
6. BID WITHDRAWAL: No Bidder may withdraw his bid for a
period of (30) thirty calendar days after receipt of bids. Errors
and omissions will not be the cause for withdrawal of bid without
forfeit of bid bond. Bids may be withdrawn in person prior to the
closing time for receipt of bids.
7. FUNDING: This project is being funded by the City of Taylors-
ville.
8. WAGE RATES: State and Federal wage rates WILL NOT ap-
ply to this project.
9. BID SECURITY: Not required.
10. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: Plan Holders are requested to
provide an e-mail address with their purchase of plans if they
wish to receive addenda and other information electronically.
11. PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BOND: A Performance
and Payment Bond each in the amount of 100 percent of the
Contract Price issued by a responsible surety, will be required of
the successful Bidders.

"EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY"
OWNER: City of Taylorsville

By: Karen Spencer, Mayor
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