
 middle school
student starts getting
extra attention from

an adult at school. It
begins with compliments
and small favors.
Soon there are
private messages,
encouragement to
keep secrets, and
reassurance that no
one else really
understands them.
Nothing overtly
criminal happens at
first. By the time
the behavior
becomes
unmistakably
wrong, the child is already
isolated, confused, and
afraid to speak up.

This example is fictional,
but it is drawn from pat-
terns law enforcement and
families across Kentucky
have described again and
again.

In another case, a
trusted authority figure
offers mentorship to a
young person struggling at
home. The relationship
seems supportive on the
surface. Over time,
boundaries erode. Conver-
sations become inappropri-
ate. The child is condi-
tioned to accept behavior
he or she knows feels
wrong, but has been
taught to normalize. The
harm does not begin with
physical abuse. It begins
with manipulation.

This is grooming. And
Kentucky law has strug-
gled to clearly define it.
Lawmakers are working to
fix this problem with HB 4,
which passed the House
unanimously on the 20th
day of the session. The bill
would formally define
grooming and make it a

criminal offense, recogniz-
ing it as a deliberate and
calculated process used to
gain access to vulnerable
children for exploitation or

abuse. It is an
important and over-
due step toward
protecting kids
before irreversible
harm occurs.

Grooming is not
accidental. It is not
a misunderstand-
ing. It is not inno-
cent relationship-
building that gets
misinterpreted
after the fact. It is a

pattern of behavior that
predators use intention-
ally, often patiently, to
break down a child’s
defenses and silence them
long before abuse is visible
to the outside world.

The legislation was
brought forward in
response to concerns
raised directly by families
who encountered groom-
ing firsthand. Parents, law
enforcement, and prosecu-
tors discovered that while
existing laws addressed
abuse after it happened,
they did not adequately

account for the warning
signs that come earlier.
The absence of a clear
legal definition also makes
it harder to intervene when
red flags were obvious but
the conduct had not yet
crossed into physical
abuse.

HB 4 seeks to fix this,
spelling out what groom-
ing looks like and attach-
ing meaningful conse-
quences to it. Penalties are
based on the age of the
child and whether the
adult involved holds a posi-
tion of trust or authority.
After all, when those in a
position of trust exploit
their access to children,
the betrayal compounds
the harm and deepens the
trauma.

By structuring penalties
this way, the legislation
recognizes two critical
truths. Younger children
are more vulnerable and
require stronger protec-
tions. And authority fig-
ures who abuse their posi-
tion cause greater damage
because children are con-
ditioned to trust them and
fear the consequences of
speaking out.

Some have raised con-
cerns that defining groom-
ing could criminalize inno-
cent behavior. The act of
grooming is manipulative,
deceptive, and aimed at
exploitation – not normal
adult interaction. Prosecu-
tors still bear the burden
of proving intent. Parents,
teachers, and mentors who
act appropriately have
nothing to fear from clarity
in the law.

Protecting children is a
basic responsibility of
government and commu-
nity alike. HB 4 draws a
clear line and
acknowledges what fami-
lies, advocates, and prose-
cutors have long known:

SEE HOUSE/PAGE B6

House steps up to protect children with anti-grooming measure
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Classified ads

DON’T LOSE  Local!YOUR NEWS

Your newspaper relies on you
so you can rely on it!

stay in touch with events and news from your 
area by supporting your local newspaper, and 

supporting your community. 

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for
your service, call now for a free
quote and see how much you
can save! 1-877-548-7494

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentuck

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!
Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located ? mile
from I-64 Lawrenceburg exit
53A. Electric, water, gas, utilit-
ies and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.
Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-877-581-3053
today!

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-855-633-4574
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70? a day! Call 1-833-360-5407
Inflation is at 40year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986
No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It’s a power
move.
Recovery/Reentry Assistant
Director EKCEP seeks leader
for recovery workforce initiat-
ives. Bachelor’s + 1-3 yrs exp
req. Must have strong public
speaking and communication
skills. Remote eligible with
travel. Full benefits included.
Learn more at ekcep.org. Ap-
ply: spoff@ekcep.org by
2/13/26. EOE.
Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off install-
ation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-866-348-
8793

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-440-0399

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011

YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature trav-
elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, bag-
gage handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For
a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

A terrible thing happens  
when you don’t advertise . . . NOTHING
Run an ad in your Classifieds TODAY

0500 MERCHANDISE

LOOKING TO BUY
4-wheelers,

dirt bikes, mowers &
zero turns,

golf carts & tractors,
trailers, UTV's and

side by sides.
Call or text

270-766-9940

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

RADCLIFF-
1 Bedroom Apartments,

Efficiency Apartments, RV
Parking Spot For Rent.

Deposits Required
270-351-5838
270-390-5185

0700 REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

4 burial plots in North Hardin
Memorial Gardens in Radcliff,
Ky. Located in the Garden of

Hope – Section 3, Lot
#223, plots 1-2-3-4.

These are in a great location,
close drive-by access & close
to an entrance. I’m selling for

$1000 each.
Chele Sterban
615-243-7110

Elizabethtown- For Sale
Custom Build Brick Home

$380,000 Call 270-765-0908

SMART
The smart buyer

shops the
Classified

first!

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Social Services

Title III-C1 and III-C2 Congregate and Home Delivered Meals
– Meal Preparation

KIPDA DIVISION OF SOCIAL SERVICES
11520 Commonwealth Drive

Louisville, KY 40299

The Kentuckiana Regional Planning and Development Agency
(KIPDA), Division of Social Services, 11520 Commonwealth
Drive, Louisville, KY 40299, serving the Kentucky counties of
Bullitt, Henry, Jefferson, Oldham, Shelby, Spencer, and Trimble,
is inviting organizations to submit proposals for the services
listed above. Funding is made available through the Older
Americans Act and/or the KY General Assembly.

The Request for Proposals will be issued after 4:00 p.m.
(Eastern Time) February 9, 2026.

A copy of this RFP can be accessed through KIPDA’s website at
www.kipda.org/about/rfps-rfqs after it is released. Please also
review Procurement Information for Potential Division of Social
Services Providers which includes the link to KIPDA’s Procure-
ment Portal.

All applicants must be registered users of KIPDA’s Procurement
portal in Euna Solutions. The registration can be completed at
https://kipda.bonfirehub.com by clicking the “Log In/Register”
button at the top right of the page. There is no cost for
registration.

All communication regarding these proposals, including
accessing application documents and submitting questions, will
go through this portal.

Proposals must be submitted to
https://kipda.bonfirehub.com/ no later than 12:00 noon
(Eastern Time) March 2, 2026. Proposals received after that
time and date will not be considered for review. Awards will
be based on the lowest and best evaluated bids and in
accordance with evaluation criteria.

Blue Sky Towers IV, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company
and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless have applied to
the Taylorsville-Spencer County Joint Planning & Zoning Com-
mission for approval to construct a new communications facility
on a site located at 460 Whitfield Lane, Taylorsville, KY 40071
(38° 05' 27.95" North latitude, 85° 28' 09.67" West longitude). A
public hearing on the application is scheduled for February 19th
at 7:00 PM and will be held in the Fiscal Court meeting hall loc-
ated at 28 East Main Street, Taylorsville, KY 40071. If you have
questions concerning this proposal, you may contact the Plan-
ning Commission at P.O. Box 305, Taylorsville, KY 40071; tele-
phone (502) 477-3218.

Notice is hereby given that
the Taylorsville-Spencer
County Joint Planning and
Zoning Commission will hold a
Public Hearing on the 19th
day of February 2026 at 7:00
p.m. prevailing time in the
Fiscal Court Meeting Hall loc-
ated at 28 East Main Street,
Taylorsville, Kentucky. The
commission will be reviewing
the following applications as
well as any additional items
that were continued to this
date specific:

1. Blue Sky Towers IV,
LLC dba Verizon Wireless re-
questing approval for a new
communications facility and
tower at 460 Whitfield Lane.

Information on the above
applications is available for re-
view in the zoning office
Monday–Friday between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m.

Julie Sweazy, Administrator
Taylorsville-Spencer

County Joint
Planning & Zoning

Commission
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