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jury declined to charge him
last February.

Mayor Tracie Handley
announced Morgan’s depar-
ture near the conclusion of
the meeting.

“He has resigned from
the police department. He’s
no longer employed by the
city,” said Handley. “I real-
ly think that’s best for the
city. I wanted to update ev-
eryone on that.”

The announcement fol-
lowed a public discussion
concerning police training,
including questions about
officers’ training in the ap-
plication and execution of
search warrants.

A resident asked city of-
ficials how often officers
receive training related to
search warrants and wheth-
er that training occurs on a
monthly, semiannual or an-
nual basis.

Acting Police Chief Gary
Mehler said officers receive
ongoing training.

“All officers are trained
on the application and exe-
cution of search warrants,”
said Mehler. “It’s ongoing
training.”

The council also heard
concerns from a representa-
tive with the Laurel County
Historical Society, Douglas
Phelps, regarding a pro-
posed new road construc-
tion that had been on the

council agenda for discus-
sion for Levi Jackson Park.

Phelps said the Histori-
cal Society opposed con-
structing a road through the
historic Boone Trace Cor-
ridor, where the new road
construction had been pro-
posed.

“Levi Jackson Park is the
only single property in the
state of Kentucky that con-
tains both parts of the Wil-
derness Road and Boone
Trace,” Phelps said. He
also stated that a portion of
the trace remains within the
park and includes historic
markers dating to 1915 and
1941.

London Tourism Board
Chair Phil Smith addressed
the discussion, and sought
to clarify the Tourism Com-
mission’s position.

Smith said the Tourism
Commission had not for-
mally proposed the road,
and had no intention of
moving forward with con-
struction through the histor-
ic corridor.

“The Tourism Commis-
sion has no idea about the
road at all that was pro-
posed and discussed,” said
Smith.

Smith explained that the
idea had come from informal
conversations about creating
another access point to Levi
Jackson Park, particularly
during large events when
traffic and pedestrian activi-
ty can be congested.

He said the concept was
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Mayor Tracie Handley calls the meeting to order. | PHOTO BY MACEE SWAFFORD

discussed in connection
with emergency access and
traffic concerns around the
park. Smith emphasized,
however, that the historic
trail would not be disturbed.

“We can work with the
Historical Society, we can
work with Mr. Phelps, we
can work with members in
this room to make sure that
does not disturb anything,”
Smith said. “It was just a
conversation we just had
very, very briefly.”

The council approved
several appointments
during the meeting as well.
Wayne Riley and Natalie
Lynch were appointed to
the city’s Housing Author-
ity Board, and Laura Hays
was appointed to the city’s
Ethics Board.

City Attorney Christy
Shannon also discussed an
issue involving $85,000 in
payments owed to various
agencies and organizations
within the city.

Shannon said the city had
not made payments to sev-
eral entities since March.
The reported reason behind
the non-payments were
that former Mayor Randall
Weddle had ceased the pay-
ments due to the numerous
lawsuits the city has and is
currently facing, according
to Shannon. The city clerk

and finance officials had
researched the matter, and
caught all of the unpaid ac-
counts up to date.

The attorney also dis-
cussed a program involving
city employees and tourism
events in which employ-
ees participated in event
planning meetings, attend-
ed events and took part in
post-event discussions.

Shannon said the pro-
gram had been discontinued

following questions about
employees receiving com-
pensation for participating
at city events.

“We have stopped that
program,” Shannon said.

She added that the city
could still provide police
officers for events when ad-
ditional security is needed,
with tourism paying for the
officers’ overtime.

Shannon also briefed the
council on pending legal
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matters and an upcoming
court proceeding.

She warned that losing
one of the cases could have
a significant impact on the
city’s finances.

According to court re-
cords, the city has two
motion hours this Friday,
Sept. 11 for PHELPS,
JAMES ET AL VS. CITY
OF LONDON, and AUS-
TIN, JAMES VS. CITY OF
LONDON KY, ET AL.

“Losing this argument
can cause significant bud-
get issues,” Shannon said.

The council also ap-
proved the second reading
of an ordinance chang-
ing the location of regular
council meetings. The or-
dinance allows the mayor
to move a regular meeting
to the downstairs council
chambers at the London
Community Center. With
possible high attendance,
the mayor is also allowed
to move dated meetings up-
stairs when a large crowd is
expected.

Following that vote, the
council entered into exec-
utive session at Tuesday’s
special-called meeting. No
formal action was taken.
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