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The agreement was ap-
proved following a motion by 
the board.

The board also unanimous-
ly approved an amendment to 
its fi scal-year budget to ac-
count for actual revenues and 
expenditures.

Williams explained that the 
amendment was necessary to 
ensure the budget refl ects the 
board’s year-end fi nancial re-
cords before its annual audit.

“At the end of each fi scal 
year, we have to amend our 
budget to show our short-
comings or any money that 
came in and readjust the bud-
get. That way when we have 
our end of the year audit, our 
books match,” Williams said.

He said the board exceed-
ed its budget for wages by 
approximately $58,000, with 
much of the additional ex-
pense attributed to overtime 
related to the tornado.

The board also received 

approximately $12,000 
more than anticipated in cell 
phone tax revenue and about 

$33,000 more than budgeted 
from Laurel County Fiscal 
Court and 911 water tax fees.
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with the Walmart Heart Pro-
gram welcomed Amelia and 
her family, and explained why 
she was selected as this year’s 
honorary driver.

For Hall, the decision was 
simple.

“Her smile — it’s conta-
gious,” he said. “I met her 
family at the Chicken Festi-
val last year, and she wasn’t 
walking then.”

This year, Amelia was 
walking on her own, smiling 
and clapping as she made her 
way through the store and 
greeted those gathered to cel-
ebrate her.

“This is her big day,” said 
Hall.

The event marked the 
fourth Walmart Heart cele-
bration held in London. The 
nationwide program was cre-
ated by Walmart drivers who 

wanted to recognize children 
and families facing diffi cult 
circumstances, and bring 
communities together in sup-
port of them.

During Saturday’s celebra-
tion, Baker also read an offi -
cial proclamation from Lon-
don Mayor Tracie Handley 
declaring Aug. 22, 2026, as 
Amelia’s Day.

“Whereas Amelia has 
shown extraordinary strength 
while facing the challenges 
associated with the deletion of 
chromosome 15,” read Bak-
er. “Whereas this day serves 
as an opportunity to cele-
brate Amelia’s courage, raise 
awareness of a rare chromo-
some disorder, and reaffi rm 
our community’s commit-
ment to kindness. Now there-
fore, I, the mayor of the City 
of London, Kentucky, by vir-
tue of the authority vested in 
me, hereby proclaim August 
the 22nd, 2026, as Amelia’s 
Day.”

Amelia’s family also spoke 

during the event, thanking 
those who helped make the 
celebration possible.

Amelia’s mother, Stephanie 
Hinkle, refl ected on the uncer-
tainty surrounding her daugh-
ter’s early life.

“We weren’t sure if she 
would even make it. Through 
the faith of God, and all the 
nurses — I just don’t know 
what to say. There’s no 
words,” said Hinkle.

Amelia’s grandmother, 
Jeanette Reed, echoed those 
sentiments and credited the 
family’s faith for Amelia’s 
progress.

“Thank you all,” she said. 
“We put our faith in Jesus, and 
we believe that is the reason 
she’s walking today.”

The Walmart Heart team 
presented Amelia with an 
honorary driver certifi cate, 
a shirt, a shadow box com-
memorating the day and a 
collection of gifts tailored to 
her interests — including Blu-
ey-themed items, art supplies, 
a chair, an easel and a motor-
ized ride-on vehicle.

Baker and Hall also recog-
nized local fi rst responders 
and others who helped make 
the parade and celebration 
possible, including the Lon-
don Laurel Rescue Squad, 
London Fire Department, 
London City Police and Lau-
rel County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

For Amelia and her family, 
the day served as both a cel-
ebration of her accomplish-
ments and a reminder of the 
community surrounding her.
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Family, friends, Walmart associates and local first 
responders pose for a photo with Amelia. | PHOTO BY 
MACEE SWAFFORD

ment (Posthumous): Jack Walker was a re-
tired school band director who found new 
purpose as the longtime director of the Lon-
don Community Orchestra prior to his pass-
ing in June. His service to the Laurel commu-
nity spanned more than 50 years.

— Man of the Year: Scott Smith of Smith 
Global LLC serves as a county tourism com-
missioner. The local businessman is respon-
sible for bringing many new businesses to 
London.

— Woman of the Year: Denise Griebel 
made local history with her appointment as 
the fi rst female Laurel County Schools Su-
perintendent in November 2023.

— Humanitarian: Wayne Riley is the 
founder and director of Laurel County Af-
rican American Heritage Center. Riley has 
organized the annual Martin Luther King Jr. 

and Juneteenth celebrations as well as over-
seeing the World’s Largest Skillet during the 
World Chicken Festival for several years. He 
has organized numerous relief missions to 
communities in need during natural disasters.

— Business of the Year: Day Bros. RV has 
been a family-owned and operated dealership 
serving London and its surrounding com-
munities since 1995. They were recognized 
for their sponsorship of many local events 
as well as their excellent customer service 
throughout Kentucky and other states.

— Out of Towner: Reed Sheppard is a local 
basketball legend who went on to become a 
standout at the University of Kentucky before 
joining the NBA with the Houston Rockets.

— Non-Profi t: Laurel County Youth Lead-
ership Council, founded in 2009, is a group 
of outstanding Laurel County students who 
work together to develop leadership and 
communication skills for middle and high 
school students.

Rising Star — Justin Brody Asher was 
named the scholarship recipient back in May 
with an essay detailing his dedication to and 
appreciation for his community.
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The Business of the Year award was 
presented to Day Bros. RV. | PHOTOS BY 
NITA JOHNSON

Homecoming Man of the Year Scott 
Smith, center, is pictured with Rep. 
Derek Lewis, Senator Brandon Storm 
and his wife Bridgette.

belongs in that same conver-
sation.”

The luncheon also wel-
comed three new chamber 
members: Southeast Ken-
tucky Behavioral Health, 
Traveling Tractor Works 
and Pro4mance Roofi ng and 
Home Improvements.

The Chamber announced 
several upcoming events, in-
cluding ribbon-cuttings for 
Grateful Dental on Aug. 25 
and Southside Floors on Sept. 
4, the World Chicken Festival 
Sept. 24-27, and the Cham-
ber’s Fall Golf Classic Oct. 2 
at London Country Club.
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