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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF KENTUCKY
SOUTHERN DIVISION AT LONDON

HBKY, LLC,
Plaintiff,

Civ. No. 6:21-cv-00101-GFVT-HAI
v. 
        
KINGDOM ENERGY RESOURCES, LLC, ET AL., 
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE & APPOINTMENT OF APPRAISERS
Comes the undersigned, Court appointed Special Master, and gives notice that pursuant to the 
Order of Sale [Doc# 1152] entered in the above-captioned case on March 30, 2026 he will on JUNE 
11, 2026 at 1:00 P.M. at the door of the Harlan County Courthouse facing Central St., in Harlan, 
Kentucky, offer for sale at public auction and outcry to the highest and best bidder the hereinafter 
described real property in Harlan and Bell Counties, more particularly described in the Order of Sale 
(the “Realty”):1

FORMER BLACK STAR LAND & MINING PROPERTY

KENTUCKY HIGHWAY 72, BLACKSTAR
HARLAN COUNTY PVA MAP #s 037-00-00-001.00; 037-00-00-001_01;

036-00-00-001.00

KENTUCKY HIGHWAY 72, BLACKSTAR, IN RELATION TO CERTAIN MINERAL
INTERESTS IN WHOLE OR IN PART ONLY

HARLAN COUNTY PVA MAP #s 025-00-00-001.00; 027-00-00-001; 027-00-00-002

CHUNKLINK SPUR, PATHFORK
HARLAN COUNTY PVA MAP #049-00-00-001.00

CATRONS CREEK
HARLAN COUNTY PVA MAP #062-00-00-001.00

1 Note that the Realty is subject to an Order of the Court (R. 1081) with regard to remaining interests 
in a certain oil and gas Lease as described therein and as such Order is recorded in the Harlan 
County Clerk’s Office at MC51 PG 230.

KY 987 BLAKESNAKE
BELL COUNTY PVA MAP # 179-00-00-020.00

The Realty is being sold to pay the principal judgment of $45,260,810.90, plus interest, costs, and 
fees and in accordance with the Order of Sale and terms therein, and subject to [Doc #335], includ-
ing those terms related to credit bidding. GENERAL SALE TERMS: (1) A minimum bid which is 
greater than or equal to 67% of the appraised value of the Realty will be required in order to bid (the 
“Minimum”), with the Minimum to be paid to the undersigned by certified check or cashier’s check 
made payable to the “United States District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky” by a bidder 
before any bid will be accepted (i.e., a bidder must pay the Minimum in order to bid at the sale), 
which shall be held by the undersigned until the sale has concluded and refunded to any unsuc-
cessful bidder within 10 days of the sale; (2) the balance of any bid in excess of the Minimum shall 
be paid to the undersigned within 20 days after the sale, by a certified or cashier’s check payable to 
the “United States District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky”; and (3) if the successful bidder 
fails to timely pay the balance due, the certified or cashier’s check for the Minimum shall be forfeited 
and shall be applied to cover the expenses of the sale, including any commissions due, with any 
amount remaining remitted to the Plaintiff and applied to reduce the Plaintiff’s aforesaid judgment, 
and the Realty shall then be offered again for sale.
The Realty will be appraised by Kevin Bisceglia and Jonathan Evans, two disinterested, intelligent 
housekeepers actively engaged in or having at least one year of experience in the field of real 
estate. Their appraisals will be filed in the record once received by the undersigned and may be 
obtained from the undersigned

Respectfully submitted,

 /s/C. BISHOP JOHNSON                  
 C. BISHOP JOHNSON   
                C. BISHOP JOHNSON, PLLC
 PO Box 128
 Pineville, KY 40977
 Phone: (606) 337-6500
 Fax: (606) 337-6100
 Email: cbishopjohnson@bellsouth.net

Answers on Page 17A

LOUISVILLE — At a 
time when farmers con-
tinue to navigate tight 
margins, elevated input 
costs and ongoing market 
uncertainty, Farm Cred-
it Mid-America returned 
$280 million in net earnings 
to eligible customer-own-
ers last month through its 
patronage program, with 
$34.4 million returning 
to Kentucky farmers and 
more than $2.2 million for 
Pulaski, Casey, Clinton, 
Cumberland, Wayne, Mc-
Creary, Russell, Lincoln, 
Bell, Clay, Harlan, Jack-
son, Know, Laurel, Leslie, 
Owsley, Rockcastle and 
Whitley counties.

Customers commonly 
use patronage payments to:

— Pay down operating 
or term debt

— Offset spring input 
and planting costs

— Reinvest in equip-
ment, land or on-farm im-
provements

— Strengthen working 
capital and financial resil-
ience.

This year’s distribution 
brings the total amount of 
net earnings returned to 
customers over the past 10 
years to more than $1.75 

billion, underscoring the 
strength of Farm Cred-
it Mid-America’s diverse 
portfolio and commitment 
to support farmers through 
both good and challenging 
times.

“Returning capital to 
our customers is just part 
of how we do business 
as a cooperative,” said 
Mark Barker, Farm Credit 
Mid-America senior vice 
president of agricultural 
lending in Kentucky. “Our 
customers manage risk ev-
ery day. Patronage gives 
them a little extra flexibili-
ty, whether that’s strength-
ening their balance sheet, 
improving cash flow or 
helping them plan for the 
season ahead.”

Farm Credit Mid-Ameri-
ca is a farmer-owned coop-
erative, meaning customers 
are also owners. Through 
patronage, a portion of the 
cooperative’s earnings is 
returned to eligible cus-
tomer-owners based on the 
level of eligible business 
they conduct with the As-
sociation. Patronage is an 
annual decision made by 
Farm Credit Mid-Ameri-
ca’s board of directors.

“Over the last decade, 

we’ve returned more than 
$1.75 billion directly to 
the people who make ag-
riculture work,” said Tara 
Durbin, chief lending offi-
cer of agriculture at Farm 
Credit Mid-America. “A 
portion of that capital 
stays in Kentucky where 
it supports farms, families 
and rural communities, 
which is exactly what our 
cooperative system was 
designed to do.”

Farm Credit Mid-Amer-
ica serves agricultural pro-
ducers, rural homeowners 
and agribusinesses across 
Arkansas, Indiana, Ken-
tucky, Missouri, Ohio and 
Tennessee. In addition to 
patronage, the cooperative 
invests roughly $5 million 
annually in rural commu-
nities through education, 
leadership development, 
youth programs and sup-
port for the next genera-
tion of agriculture.

To learn more about 
Farm Credit Mid-Amer-
ica’s patronage program, 
eligibility requirements 
and customer-owner ex-
periences, visit fcma.com/
patronage.

— Courtesy Farm Credit 
Mid-America

Farm Credit Mid-America 
returning $34.4 million 
to farmers in Kentucky 
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