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Treasurer Metcalf announces
2026 updates to STABLE
Kentucky as program

il
PHOTO BY MADISON NANTZ
State Treasurer Mark Metcalf out-
lined new programs in his office.

KENTUCKY STATE TREASURY

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Kentucky
State Treasurer Mark H. Metcalf today
announced major updates to STABLE
Kentucky that will make the program
more accessible and affordable for
individuals with disabilities and their
families.

“These updates strengthen an al-
ready powerful program,” said Trea-
surer Metcalf. “By lowering costs,
expanding eligibility, and building on
the success we’ve already seen, we’re
helping more Kentuckians with dis-
abilities achieve financial security and
independence.”

Since Treasurer Metcalf took office,
STABLE Kentucky has experienced

illion in assets

significant growth. Today, the pro-
gram manages more than $23 million
in assets and serves families in 102 of
Kentucky’s 120 counties — reflecting
strong statewide demand and trust in
the program.

STABLE Kentucky is the Common-
wealth’s version of the federal Achiev-
ing a Better Life Experience (ABLE)
program, allowing eligible individuals
to save and invest without losing ac-
cess to critical benefits.

Key changes beginning in 2026 in-
clude:

— Elimination of the account main-
tenance fee for partner-state accoun-
tholders.

— $25 enrollment incentive for new
accounts once funded.

— Expanded eligibility for individ-
uals whose disability began before age
46.

“These improvements remove barri-
ers and put more control in the hands
of families,” said Jordyn Pennington,
Director of STABLE Kentucky. “With
STABLE now in nearly every county,
more families are building real finan-
cial independence.”

Funds in STABLE accounts grow
tax-free and can be used for qualified
disability expenses such as housing,
healthcare, education, and transpor-
tation — without affecting eligibility
for programs like Medicaid or Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI).

To learn more or open an account,
visit www.stablekentucky.com or call
1-800-439-1653.
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amendment

on governor’s pardon power

BY TOM LATEK
KENTUCKY TODAY

FRANKFORT, Ky. (KT)
— State Sen. Chris McDaniel,
R-Ryland Heights, has once
again filed a proposed consti-
tutional amendment aimed at
preventing abuse of the gover-
nor’s pardon and commutation
powers in the final days of his
or her administration.

The measure, designated
Senate Bill (SB) 10, has been
identified as a priority by Sen-
ate Majority leadership.

“This is about transparency,
accountability, and restoring
public trust,” McDaniel said.
“I remain committed to ensur-
ing Kentucky voters have the
opportunity to close a loophole
that has been misused to by-
pass the will of the people. I am
grateful to Senate leadership for
designating this one of our top

10 bills during the 2026 Legis-
lative Session.”

SB 10 would amend Sections
77 and 240 of the Constitution
of Kentucky to suspend a gov-
ernor’s ability to issue pardons
and commutations during the
60 days before a gubernatorial
election through the inaugura-
tion of the next governor.

The measure builds on bipar-
tisan concern following contro-
versial pardons by former Gov-
ernor Matt Bevin issued after
the 2019 gubernatorial election,
and, most recently, public atten-
tion resurfaced after last-minute
pardons by President Joe Biden.
SB 10 pertains only to the pow-
ers of Kentucky’s governor.

Under provisions of Ken-
tucky’s Constitution dealing
with proposed amendments,
SB 10 must be approved by
three-fifths of both legislative

chambers. The governor’s sig-
nature is not required. If ful-
ly approved by the legislative
process, the question would be
placed on the next general elec-
tion ballot for voter approval.
A majority of voters’ support
is required to amend the state’s
constitution. No more than four
ballot questions may be on a
general election ballot.

“This reform has been years
in the making, and it is not
something I am willing to give
up on,” McDaniel noted. “I ap-
preciate the continued support
from my colleagues and look
forward to finally placing this
decision in the hands of Ken-
tuckians.”

A similar proposal introduced
by McDaniel last year cleared
the Senate without dissent
but was not acted upon by the
House.
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Today’s Cryptoquote: I HAVE NOT FAILED.
[’VE JUST FOUND TEN THOUSAND WAYS THAT
WON'T WORK. — THOMAS EDISON

LAUREL CIRCUIT COURT
MASTER COMMISSIONER SALE

www.laurelcountymastercommissioner.com
WHEN - FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2026 at 1:00 PM
WHERE - LAUREL COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER, 2ND FLOOR, ROOM 201

TERMS OF SALE -10% DOWN DAY OF SALE (CHECK’S ONLY)
BALANCE WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS

Kentucky Housing Corporation v Larry F. Brummett, et al.,
Division I, 25-CI-716
Plaintiff's Attorney: Septtimous Taylor (270)684-1606
Property Location: 5459 Slate Lick Road, London
Map ID: 039-00-00-116.00  APPRAISEMENT: $75,000.00
New Rez, LLC., d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing v. Zachary T. Waltz
Division Il, 25-CI-127
Plaintiff's Attorney: Michael R. Brinkman (513)322-7000
Property Location: 369 Tom Town Hollow Road, Corbin
Map ID: 123-30-00-207.00  APPRAISEMENT: $80,000.00
Stockton Mortgage Corporation v. Opal Hicks, et al.,
Division II, 25-CI-515
Plaintiff's Attorney: Crystal L. Saresky (470)321-7112
Property Location: 94 Alder Court, London

Map ID: 091-00-00-090.36 APPRAISEMENT: $185,000.00
Kentucky Housing Corporation v. Frederick S. Scott

Division |, 25-CI-927
Plaintiff's Attorney: Septtimous Taylor (270)684-1606
Property Location: 89 Cheek Turner Road, London

Map ID: 082-00-00-009.00  APPRAISEMENT: $120,000.00

A LAUREL COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF, BAILIFF, OR OTHER COURT SECURITY OFFICER(S)
WILL BE PRESENT TO ENFORCE THE ORDERS OF THE KENTUCKY SUPREME COURT.

Douglas G. Benge, Esquire
Master Commissioner
Laurel Circuit Court




