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for the council members. 
I’ve never heard of that. 
We have fire alarms being 
pulled at council meetings, 
(and) people who were at 
one point friends wiring 
each other up to try to re-
cord conversations to use 
in court. The city and the 
citizens of London deserve 
better.”

Spalding announced that 
a written decision could 
expected to be issued Tues-
day evening. He asked both 
sides to remain civil until 
that time and expressed 
hope that an agreement 
could be reached to prevent 
further disruption within 
city government.
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17Aorder stemmed from a lawsuit filed by 
a group of city employees challenging 
the ordinances.

At the conclusion of the hearing, 
Judge Spalding encouraged council 
members, the mayor and department 
heads to work together civilly, stating 
the City of London and its residents de-
serve better. He indicated a written de-
cision on whether the amendments will 
stand would be issued, with the ruling 
expected to be made public Tuesday 
evening (after press time).

When Monday’s council meeting 
was called to order, City Clerk Ash-
ley Taylor distributed revised budget 
documents to council members. The 
reworked proposal followed post-hear-
ing discussions involving Councilman 
Judd Weaver, Mayor Randall Weddle, 
and others — the first time the group 
had met collectively to discuss potential 

budget changes.
After a brief review of the documents, 

the council entered executive session 
in the downstairs council chambers to 
discuss pending litigation. Following 
the closed session, the council agreed 
to move forward with an emergency or-
dinance amending Ordinance 2025-16.

Ordinance 2026-01 amends the city’s 
previously adopted fiscal year 2025–26 
budget by repealing and replacing key 
sections of Ordinance 2025-16. The 
revised budget re-estimates revenues, 
reallocates appropriations and imposes 
detailed spending restrictions across 
city departments. The ordinance also 
declares an emergency to ensure con-
tinuity of essential services, establishes 
funding conditions tied to reporting and 
compliance requirements and creates a 
provision directing sanitation funds to 
reimburse the general fund for admin-
istrative and overhead costs — capped 
at 20 percent of the sanitation operating 
budget.

The first reading of the ordinance, 
conducted by Taylor, was approved 
unanimously.

Following the reading, Mayor Wed-
dle asked the council to confirm Taylor 
as the city’s clerk, citing her years of 
service and dedication to the city.

“She has the qualifications, just for 
the pure love that she has for the city, 
and during both sides – and our behav-
ior at times – I would like to ask the 
council to confirm her tonight as the 
city clerk of the City of London,” Wed-
dle said.

The request was quickly motioned 
and approved unanimously.

Mayor Weddle then asked the coun-
cil to confirm Bobby Day as chief of 
police; however, the request received 
no response from council members and 
did not advance. The meeting continued 
without further action on the matter.

Councilman Judd Weaver referenced 
remarks made earlier in the evening 
during the mayor’s prayer.

“Tonight during Mayor Weddle’s 
prayer, he said one thing that struck me. 
He said one phrase — we need unity for 
our community, and I agree,” Weaver 
said. “We had a very successful meet-
ing together. We got a lot accomplished, 
and I think going forward, we’ll be able 
to do a lot together. I’m really looking 
forward to it.”

Mayor Weddle echoed those com-
ments.

“We want to thank the council for 
taking the time and hearing the depart-
ment heads, and having that open hon-
est discussion,” he said. “It was really, 
really nice guys. I feel like from what 
we’ve seen today, London’s going to 
turn, the politics are going to turn here 
in the council meetings — we’re just 
going to be about the people’s busi-
ness.”

The meeting was adjourned follow-
ing the remarks. Regular London City 
Council meetings are held on the first 
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
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