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What You Know Is Priceless

By Van Yandell

In my younger
days, one of my target
shooting friends was
the chief engineer in a
manufacturing plant.
A statement he made
stuck in my mind forev-
er! “I get paid for what
I know, not for what I
do.”

His expertise and
creative abilities made
strides for the manu-
facturing of products
thus increasing produc-
tivity. The corporation
he worked for great-
ly benefitted from his
knowledge.

Credited to Fran-
cis Bacon, we hear the
statement “knowledge
is power.” Knowledge
also creates jobs, which
provides livelihoods for
millions in the world.

When we think of the
great engineers, sci-
entists, philosophers,
artists, architects and
designers through-
out history, and in
the world today, we
must realize that their
knowledge is priceless.
They have made con-
tributions to humanity
in ways many take for
granted but they have
changed our way of life.

The list is long and
covers a long period of
time. One such person
was Leonardo da Vinci,
born in Anchiano, Ita-
ly, April 15, 1452, That
sounds like many years
ago but in the span of
time, it was just yester-
day.

Da Vinci’s contri-
butions to the world
were mostly ignored
until the last 100 years.
Known as the “Renais-
sance Man,” his con-
cepts of the helicopter,
parachute and armored
vehicles set the stage
for later developments.

Da Vinci’s art lives on
today in museums as in

the Louvre in Paris and
the Sistine chapel in the
Vatican. His inventive
prowess was far beyond
his time. He foretold of
the use of solar power,
the car and the gun. His
recorded ideas of water
power (hydrodynam-
ics), anatomy, astrono-
my, and optics provided
a foundation for future
inventors.

Until only 500 years
ago, people in the east-
ern hemisphere be-
lieved the world was
flat and the sun and
stars revolved around
this stationary in space
earth. Christopher Co-
lumbus saw the world
as a sphere and endeav-
ored to find India by a
route across the Atlan-
tic Ocean.

Had the people only
read the scriptures they
would have known as
God knew this planet
floats in space, hanging
on nothing (Job 26: 7).
They would have known
the earth was round in
shape and not a flat,
motionless object (Isa-
iah 40: 22).

The efforts of Co-
lumbus found a new
world we now know as
North and South Amer-
ica. Ferdinand Magel-
lan later (1520’s) found
the Pacific Ocean and a
route around the south-
ern tip of South Amer-
ica to India and the
Spice islands.

Combining knowl-
edge with persistence,
determination and ac-
tion, the world is today
a place not realized in
the span of time since
creation. Many men
contributed to the
world we live in and
many times their ef-
forts go unnoticed and
unappreciated.

From the invention
of the wheel and discov-
ery of fire, mankind has
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progressed to the com-
puter chip and artificial
intelligence. The ques-
tion now may be, “Are
these inventions good
or bad?”

Isaiah 5: 20 “Woe
unto them that -call
evil good, and good
evil; that put darkness
for light, and light for
darkness; that put bit-
ter for sweet, and sweet
for bitter!”

While the question
is within the mind of
the beholder/think-
er, we continue to ob-
serve both good and bad
things coming from the
great inventions. War
munitions have become
much more destructive
with the inventions of
explosives, rockets and
long range calibers and
optics.

Of course the in-
vention of the atomic
bomb is debatable as
to whether it is a de-
terrent or a dooms day
device waiting for one
extremist in power to
press the button.

Technology is seen
by some as having gone
too far and artificial
intelligence is seen by
movie makers and oth-
ers as machines taking
over the world. Films
characterizing robots
in power over humans
are predicting the fu-
ture. Could this hap-
pen? Only God and the
future will know.

Hollywood has been
seeing the future since
Buck Rogers and The
Terminator. Futuristic
movies have become re-
ality. Self-driving cars
and pandemics that
were once fantasy and
fiction are now reality.

Good or bad, right
or wrong, mankind has
set precedence for dis-
covery and invention.
Progress is normal-
ly seen as good and to
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reach a stalemate will
not be tolerated by the
intellectual.

The Bible teaches
the concepts of eterni-
ty and eternal life for
the believer. By the in-
formation presented in
the scriptures that no
human could possibly
have known when the
Bible was written, it
appears these are truth
and fact.

In such a case, Chris-
tians possess a knowl-
edge that can change
eternity for millions
of people. Jesus’ last
words before ascending
were to tell everyone
about Him.

Acts 1: 8 “But ye
shall receive power, af-
ter that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and
ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part
of the earth.”

The “uttermost
part of the earth” may
be on the other side of
the planet or it may be
within one’s own home.
That difficult to con-
vince person in “the ut-
termost” may even be a
brother or neighbor.

In such a case, you
may possess the knowl-
edge to change a life.
You may be that Chris-
tian that has the knowl-
edge to influence some-
one into an eternal
belief.

Many in today’s
world are denying the
Christian belief because
it interferes with their
lifestyle. Is a lifestyle,
habit or mental illness
worth eternal separa-
tion from our Creator?

This makes it im-
perative for the believ-
er to be aggressive in
promoting the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. The Bi-
ble proves itself from
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within itself. What you
know is priceless!

The Bible teaches
there is only one eter-
nal salvation. That is
by a faith based belief
(Ephesians 2: 8) that
Christ Jesus was cruci-
fied (Matthew 27: 35)
for the remission of sin

(Romans 4: 25), resur-
rected (Matthew 28: 6)
and ascended alive into
Heaven (Acts 1: 9).

Van Yandell is a re-
tired Industrial Arts
teacher, an ordained
gospel evangelist and
missionary. His email is
viy3451@gmail.com

- PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF DIXON
ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TAX RATE
AN ORDINANCE LEVYING AD VALOREM TAXES FOR MUNICIPAL
PURPOSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENDING JULY 1, 2026
AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2027, AND PROVIDING FOR COLLECTION
OF SAME;

WHEREAS, KRS Chapter 92 requires the adoption of an ordinance
levying and providing for the collection of an ad valorem tax assessed
valuation of all property subject to taxation with the City, and;

WHEREAS, The City Commission of Dixon, Kentucky has determined
that a tax of $0.130 cents per $100.00 of assessed valuation for REAL
PROPERTY will be necessary to meet the anticipated expenditures
of the City of Dixon, Kentucky for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2026 and ending June 30, 2027;

WHEREAS, the City Commission of Dixon, Kentucky has determined
that a tax of $0.2618 cents per $100.00 of assessed valuation for
PERSONAL PROPERTY will be necessary to meet the anticipated
expenditures of the City of Dixon, Kentucky for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMIS-
SION OF THE CITY OF DIXON, WEBSTER COUNTY, KENTUCKY,
AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: That pursuant to KRS Chapter 92, an ad valorem tax
upon REAL PROPERTIES subject to taxation by the City of Dixon,
Kentucky, and assessed for taxes for general municipal purposed for
fiscal year 2026-2027 be, and is hereby levied and fixed at $0.130
cents on each $100.00 of assessed valuation of property listed and
equalized for taxation.

a) Value and ownership of property shall be reckoned as of
January 1, 2026.

SECTION TWO: That pursuant to KRS Chapter 92, an ad valorem
tax upon PERSONAL PROPERTIES subject to taxation by the City
of Dixon, Kentucky, and assessed for taxes for general municipal
purposed for fiscal year 2026-2027 be, and is hereby levied and fixed
at $0.2404 cents on each $100.00 of assessed valuation of property
listed and equalized for taxation.

a) Value and ownership of property shall be reckoned as of
January 1, 2026.

SECTION THREE: The foregoing ad valorem taxes levied of the said
fiscal year of each $100.00 of assessed value of all lands, improve-
ments, and personal property in the City of Dixon, Kentucky, held or
owned by every person, firm, company, or corporation, in his, hers, or
their right, or any fiduciary, guardian, trustee, or grant, subject to mu-
nicipal taxation under the law of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and
specifically under Chapter 92 and other applicable chapters of the
Kentucky Revised Statutes, and under all amendments thereto, in-
cluding all property, franchise, and privileges, heretofore or hereafter
assessed for taxation by the county Property Valuation Administrator,
the State Tax Commission, and other assessing bodies, for taxation
by the City of Dixon, Kentucky, in and for said fiscal year as provided
by law, but excluding any property exempt by law from such taxation.

SECTION FOUR: All of the taxes hereby levied shall be due and
payable the 1st day of October 2026.

SECTION FIVE: All taxes not paid on or before the 31st of
December 2026, shall be deemed delinquent, and shall have
added to them a penalty of six percent (6%) and shall thereafter
bear interest at the rate of 6% per annum from date, until paid, or
until property of the delinquent has been sold for taxes. All accrued
penalties and interest shall be added to all delinquent taxes and
collected from taxpayer when taxes are paid.

SECTION SIX: All funds and monies due or received by the City of

\ Dixon, Kentucky during said fiscal year shall be paid into the General
. ’ . Fund of the City.
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