
Wednesday, August 19, 2026	T he Sebree Banner 	 Page 3

Are YOU On The List?
If Your Name Is On

TheThe
Sebree bannerSebree banner
Subscription List,

You Are Receiving
News About

Webster County

We Are Committed To Webster County and Its Residents!We Are Committed To Webster County and Its Residents!

The Sebree bannerThe Sebree banner
Webster County’s Oldest and ONLY Locally Owned Newspaper

To Subscribe . . . Call (270) 635-2041 Today
or Visit www.cpcnewspapers.com

By Van Yandell
      Has anything ever 
been done especially for 
you? Did it make you 
feel special, important, 
or that you really meant 
something, or to some-
one?
      The Declaration of In-
dependence was written 
by Thomas Jefferson, 
assisted by Benjamin 
Franklin, John Adams, 
Roger Sherman, Rob-
ert Livingston and de-
clared the separation of 
the United States (13 
colonies) from Britain. 
The declaration was ad-
opted July 4, 1776.
      It was signed August 
2, 1776 by fifty of the 
fifty-six signers. The 
other six signed later 
that year. Those men 
signing knew they may 
be signing their own 
death warrants because 
the signing was con-
sidered treason by the 
British crown. This fact 
alone makes a state-
ment as to their sincer-
ity and determination.
      The first paragraph 
reads as follows: “When 
in the Course of human 
events, it becomes nec-
essary for one people 
to dissolve the politi-
cal bands which have 
connected them with 
another, and to assume 
among the powers of the 
earth, the separate and 
equal station to which 
the Laws of Nature and 
of Nature’s God entitle 
them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of man-
kind requires that they 
should declare the caus-
es which impel them to 
the separation.”
      The second para-
graph begins with, “We 
hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, 
that they are endowed 
by their Creator with 
certain unalienable 
rights; that among 
these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Hap-
piness.”
      The Declaration list-
ed twenty-seven viola-
tions of humanity by 
King George. Freedoms 
of the people of the col-
onies were virtually 
none and the oppression 
of the king was beyond 
reason.
      The separation from 
Britain became vital. 
The king was imposing 
on the colonists the op-
pression they had come 
to the new world to es-
cape.
      The Revolutionary 
War began April 19, 
1775 with the battles 
of Lexington and Con-
cord. The war ended 
officially September 3, 
1783 at the signing of 
the Treaty of Paris.
      About 6,800 colonists 
soldiers died in battle 
and another 17,000 
died of diseases or froze 
to death. Losses on the 
British side are unclear 
but one estimate is that 
as many as 24,000 died. 
      The Constitution 
of the United States 
was written over a four 
month period in 1787, 
four years after the 
end of the war. It was 
written to protect the 
people, not the govern-
ment. 
      The Constitution 
separates the govern-
ment into three branch-
es thus establishing a 
system of accountabil-
ity and checks and bal-
ances. The citizens have 

the power of the ballot 
box to control the poli-
ticians. They represent 
the people.
      The three branches of 
government are the ex-
ecutive (president and 
cabinet), the legislative 
(house and senate), and 
the judicial (supreme 
court). As long as those 
adhere to the Constitu-
tion the purposes deter-
mined by the founding 
fathers will prevail.
      The Constitution is 
preceded by a preamble. 
Being a brief statement 
of purpose, the pream-
ble should be memo-
rized by all; including 
those in government 
positions.
      “We the People of the 
United States, in Order 
to form a more perfect 
Union, establish Jus-
tice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for 
the common defense, 
promote the general 
Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to 
ourselves and our Pos-
terity, do ordain and 
establish this Consti-
tution for the United 
States of America.”
      We must never forget 
the revolutionary sol-
diers that suffered and 
died; died for us! Those 
penning the Declara-
tion of Independence 
and the Constitution 
wrote those for us; for 
the protection of Amer-
ican citizens.
      A much older doc-
ument (or series of doc-
uments/books) written 
for us is the Holy Bible. 
Many believe the Bible 
was written by men and 
they were inspired by 
our Creator God. 
      The Bible contains 

sixty-six books (thir-
ty-nine in the Old 
Testament and twen-
ty-seven in the New 
Testament) written by 
over forty men over a 
period of 1600 years. In 
three languages, Greek, 
Hebrew and Aramaic, 
the Bible is mostly con-
sistent in its teachings.
      Even with these dif-
ferences in language, 
time span and writers; 
the eternal salvation 
teachings are totally 
consistent.
      The Bible teaches 
there is only one eter-
nal salvation. That is 
by a faith based belief 
(Ephesians 2: 8) that 
Christ Jesus was cruci-
fied (Matthew 27: 35) 
for the remission of sin 
(Romans 4: 25), resur-
rected (Matthew 28: 6) 
and ascended alive into 
Heaven (Acts 1: 9). 
      Romans 15: 4 “For 
whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were 
written for our learn-
ing, that we through 
patience and comfort 
of the scriptures might 
have hope.”
      It is such a great 
honor and privilege to 
know that our Creator 
provided us with a book 
that is in its entirety, a 
set of instructions for 
our existence. I will 
continue to believe one 
reason for the chaos 
in the world is because 
the people of the world 
do not consider God’s 
rules. 
      The Apostle Paul 
wrote 1900 years ago 
a description of man-
kind that definitely ap-
plies in today’s world. 
2 Timothy 3: 1-5 “This 
know also, that in the 
last days perilous times 

shall come. For men 
shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blas-
phemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without nat-
ural affection, truce-
breakers, false accus-
ers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that 
are good, traitors, 
heady, highminded, 
lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God; hav-
ing a form of godliness, 
but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn 
away.”
      Those that govern, 
citizens and non-be-
lievers alike, must pay 
attention to these char-
acteristics of mankind. 

Those words of God and 
Paul paint a perfect pic-
ture of the world today. 
Isaiah 5: 20a also makes 
a connected statement, 
“Woe unto them that 
call evil good, and good 
evil”
      Both individually 
and collectively, we are 
a very blessed people. 
To have a Constitution 
and a Holy Bible to 
guide our lives, our goal 
must be to follow these 
instructions issued cen-
turies ago by men and 
God. They were written 
for us!
      Van Yandell is a re-
tired Industrial Arts 
teacher, an ordained 
gospel evangelist and 
missionary. His email 
is vmy3451@gmail.

It Was Written For You

PUBLIC NOTICE
BID SPECIFICATIONS

CITY OF CLAY PARK LIGHTING UPGRADE
Project is to be bid as a hands off for City of Clay project.  
Replacement of 44 existing sport lighter fixtures surrounding 
the ball fields at the city park.  Replace 1 flood light facing 
the tennis court area with a new 1000-watt equivalent led 
flood light.

Separate sealed bids for lights for the City Park light replace-
ment for the City of Clay, KY will be received by the Municipal 
Office at 9100 St Rt 132 W, P. O. Box 425, Clay, KY until 4:00 
p.m. CDT, Tuesday, September 8, 2026.  They will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud during the regularly scheduled 
Council meeting.  Each bidder shall be responsible for their 
delivery by the above noted time.

The owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to 
waive informalities, and to negotiate with the apparent qual-
ified best bidder or bidders to such extent as may be neces-
sary.

The City of Clay is an equal opportunity employer.
8/26c

431 Second Street - Henderson, KY
Phone (270) 826-6216

Kevin Herron Auctioneer

IF YOU
WANT IT
SOLD,
LET US
AUCTION 
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