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Thomas Birl — the 
man accused of kill-

ing Chris and Gracie Hager 
and setting fire to an apart-
ment complex during a 
police standoff in 2021 — 
had a pre-trial hearing con-
tinued to August 13.

While he was initially 
due in court on June 11 for a 
status hearing and arraign-
ment on assault charges 
from February, Birl’s attor-
ney’s appeared in his stead. 
The status hearing was 
continued to that date in 
August.

In 2022, the case was 
temporarily halted after Birl 
was ruled mentally incom-
petent to stand trial and was 
transferred to a psychiat-
ric facility for treatment. 
However, prosecutors 
re-indicted Birl on mur-
der charges in July of last 
year. He returned to court 
in September of 2025 for a 
pretrial conference, where 
his attorney again entered a 
plea of not guilty.

On Jan. 10, 2025, 
the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky issued Birl a 
Notice of Aggravating 
Circumstance, signaling 

prosecutors’ intent to seek 
harsher penalties if he is 
convicted. Birl currently 
faces two counts of murder, 
first-degree arson, tamper-
ing with physical evidence, 
wanton endangerment of a 
police officer, criminal mis-
chief, and receiving a stolen 
firearm.

The Kentucky 
Correctional Psychiatric 
Center is currently taking 
on a court ordered com-
petency evaluation for Birl. 
On May 20, they were 
granted an additional 60 
days to complete that eval-
uation.
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