
ost folks reading
this column are
familiar with the

Old Stone Jail located
behind the Courthouse in
Shepherdsville, but did
you know that it was the
third official Bullitt
County Jail?

Before there was even a
courthouse, the members
of the County Court
selected a part of Adam
Shepherd's storehouse
down by the river to
house prisoners until they
could get a real jail built.
But the first official jail
was located on the north-
west corner of what is
today the intersection of
Buckman Street and Joe
B. Hall Avenue.

The early plan was to
put a courthouse in the
middle of that intersec-
tion, along with the jail on
one corner and later a
clerk's office on the oppo-
site corner, today where
the old Bullitt County
Bank building sits.

In late December 1797,
John Essary reported to
the Court that he had
completed the first story
of the new jail. They
inspected it, liked what
they saw, and declared it
be received as the public
jail of Bullitt County.

Then Henry Crist built
the first courthouse
around 1804, and the
Court made arrangements
to build a brick office for
the County Clerk in 1811.

This first jail served its
purpose for a quarter cen-
tury before beginning to
show its age. By the
1830's it was requiring
significant repairs, and
more and more discus-
sions turned to replacing
it.

In September 1838, the
Court appointed Charles

Douglass, Philip Willson
and Guy Phelps to view
the jail and report
whether or not it would
be practicable to repair
the lower prisoner room
of the jail to make it safe.
It appears that the Court
had already hired Philip
E. Wilson to make some
repairs for they paid him
$125 in November for
making repairs.

The Court made one
last effort to shore up the
old jail, appointing Joseph
Murray and Thomas Riley
in April 1839 as a commit-
tee to let to the lowest
bidder the repairing of
the lower room of the jail
following the report of
Phelps and his fellow
commissioners.

I find no indication that
more work was done on
the old jail; perhaps no
one bid on the project, but
in January 1840, the Court
appointed John Graham
as a commissioner to
"examine in person the
jails of Shelby, Spencer,
Nelson, Marion and
Hardin jails and report to
the court the different
plans of said jails, the
materials with which they
are severally built, the
number of rooms, and
costs of each, and collect
all such other and

further information as
will enable him to report
the same to the next
February Term of this
Court."

On the same day, Fred-
eric Travis was appointed
County Jailer following
the resignation of William
B. Holsclaw who had
served only a short time
after replacing Joseph
Murray who had himself
resigned the previous
July. Travis would be
Jailer throughout the con-
struction of a new jail.

Meanwhile, they

needed legislative permis-
sion to sell the old jail and
lot, and build a new jail.
This they obtained on
February 5, 1840 in an Act
authorizing them to sell
the old lot and buy a lot
on which to build a new
jail.

Monday, February 10,
1840 was a busy Court
Day. Graham returned
with his report, recom-
mending that they build a
jail similar to the one he
saw in Hardin County.
They approved his report,
and voted to pay him $30
for his trip expenses.
(This would be about
$1150.00 in 2026 money;
still not a great deal of
money for the time he
must have spent visiting
all these places on horse-
back.)

It's interest to note that
they skimped a bit on
materials, calling for 9
inches square black
locust timbers instead of
12 inch square oak tim-
bers called for in the
Hardin County plan. It
also reminds us that Bul-
litt was not a wealthy
county in those days.

The Court next
appointed William R.
Thompson, John Graham
and Thomas Shain to
advertise in The
Louisville Journal and
Public Advertiser that
they would be taking bids
on the new jail's construc-
tion at their next meeting.

They then chose Noah
C. Summers, Thomas
Shain and William R.
Thompson to select a lot
to build the new jail on
and make a report to the
court.

The old jail was obvi-
ously unsuitable for hous-
ing prisoners, for they
also obtained from the
legislature an Act grant-
ing them permission to

make arrangements with
a neighboring county to
house any prisoners
found guilty of a felony;
indicating that the current
jail would be unlikely to
secure such criminals.

As they looked for a
new site for the jail, they
decided to purchase the
two lots on the east side
of Main Street and south
of Third Street. Num-
bered as 9 and 10 on
James Shank's
Shepherdsville plat,
together they would give
the County's government
a full acre of ground to
provide space for addi-
tional constructions down
the road.

Lot No. 9, the front lot
facing Main Street, was
the home of John Chad-
dic. Here he also had a
blacksmith shop. How-
ever, financial difficulties
had forced the sale of his
mortgage to Humphrey
Simmons, and the two of
them were willing to see
the county buy the
ground, especially since
Chaddic was to have the
use of his dwelling house
and his well for five years,
and was at liberty to
remove the blacksmith
shop at any time by or
before the completion of
the roof of the new jail.

Noah Summers, Bullitt
County Clerk, owned the
other lot, likely as an
investment, and was also
willing to sell. He had a
stable on the lot, and the
county agreed to pay to
have it moved to another
lot he owned.

Perhaps the members
of the Court were forward
looking, for these two lots
have remained the site of
County Government to
this day with the current
courthouse there.

In March 1840, the
commissioners William R.

Thompson, Richard P.
Simmons and J. D. S. Pea-
cock reported that
Charles G. Douglass had
been the low bidder, offer-
ing to build the jail for
$3100, but was not able to
post the necessary bond,
so the job was rebid with
Sydney S. Alexander gett-
ing the job at a bid of
$3200, as he was able to
post a sufficient bond of
$6400 with John Anderson
and Woodford McDowell
his bond security.

The court appointed
Rufus K. Summers, Austin
Hall, Guy Phelps and
Abraham Field as com-
missioners to superintend
the building of the jail;
and in June, they fixed the
location for the new jail at
30 feet back from Main
Street and 25 feet from
the alley on the south side
of the lot, which would
have put it today some-
where between the Adam
Shepherd Historical
Marker in the front yard
of the current Courthouse
and the southwest corner
of that building.

In August, the Court
put Deputy Sheriff James
Combs in charge of adver-
tising and selling the old
jail and lot, and Robert F.
Samuels bought it in
September for $280. How-
ever, Samuels had second
thoughts and wished to
back out of the deal a year
later. The Court allowed
this, and ordered County
Attorney David B. Aber-
nathy to either sell it to
someone or rent it out. In
November 1841, Jailer
Frederic Travis offered to
buy it for $227, but the
Court rejected that offer,
and he finally agreed to
pay the full $280. He then
sold it to Wilford Lee for
$500, making a tidy profit.
Keep in mind that this lot
was still a good location,

standing as it did on what
was then the Courthouse
Square.

Returning to the new
jail, Alexander worked all
summer and into the fall,
and by November 1840
the commissioners in
charge of superintending
his work were ready to
inspect it and approve its
construction. On Novem-
ber 12, they reported to
the Court that it was fin-
ished and that Alexander
had fulfilled his contract.
The Court authorized
Noah C. Summers, W. R.
Thompson and John Gra-
ham to borrow $1000 in
the county's name to pay
Alexander his balance
due.

In February, the Court
authorized the Jailer to
enclose the lot with a
good plank fence. He
agreed, and left it to "two
disinterested persons" to
decide what his efforts
were worth. In August, he
came to Court and asked
that Samuel A. McKay,
Rufus K. Summers and
Charles G. Douglass be
appointed to judge his
work and assess its value.
I find no mention of the
price they agreed upon.

Frederic Travis, as
Jailer, continued to make
improvements on the jail,
adding a porch and a
kitchen to it by the fall of
1842. Other men would
serve as jailers down
through the years, but we
know this jail remained
until at least 1886 when
we see it on a fire insur-
ance map drawn for the
town then. It would be
replaced in 1891 with the
Old Stone Jail still located
behind the Courthouse
today, having served its
purpose for a half centu-
ary.
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REAL ESTATE AUCTION
NEW HOME ON 18 ACRES WITH HORSE BARN

OPEN PASTURES, GREAT LOCATION
SATURDAY JUNE 13TH 11:00AM

LIVE ON-SITE WITH SIMULCAST BIDDING
SHELBY COUNTY, KY

LOCATION: 290 MCMAKIN MCMULLEN ROAD, SHELBYVILLE, KY
40065. JUST OFF I-64, EXIT 35 AT SHELBYVILLE.

REAL ESTATE: THREE-BEDROOM, TWO-BATH NEW HOME ON
18 ACRESWITH A HORSE BARN AND PASTURES. THE CUSTOM

HOME SITS PROMINENTLY JUST A FEW MILES OFF I-64 IN SHELBY
COUNTY, KY. THE RESIDENCE, THE HEART OF THE ESTATE, IS
A STUNNING NEW CUSTOM-BUILT HOME. THOUGHTFULLY

DESIGNEDWITH HIGH-END FINISHES AND AN OPEN-CONCEPT
LAYOUT, THE RESIDENCE IS BUILT TO MAXIMIZE THE SCENIC
VISTAS OF THE SURROUNDING ACREAGE. LARGEWINDOWS
INVITE NATURAL LIGHT THROUGHOUT AND SPACIOUS LIVING
AREAS THAT MAKE IT AS SUITABLE FOR ENTERTAINING AS IT
IS FOR QUIET COUNTRY EVENINGS. EQUESTRIAN DESIGNED
FOR SERIOUS HORSE ENTHUSIASTS, THE PROPERTY’S EQUINE
FEATURES INCLUDE INDOOR RIDING ARENA: TRAIN YEAR-
ROUND REGARDLESS OF THEWEATHER IN THE MASSIVE,
HIGH-CLEARANCE INDOOR ARENA. BARN & STALLS: BARN

FEATURING MULTIPLE HORSE STALLS, AMPLE HAY STORAGE, AND
A DEDICATED TACK ROOM. PASTURE & FENCING: 18 ACRES OF ROLLING, FERTILE GROUND,

MUCH OFWHICH IS FENCED AND READY FOR GRAZING. THE SEPTIC SYSTEMWILL NEED TO BE
INSTALLED AT THE EXPENSE OF THE NEW BUYER.

PUBLIC INSPECTION SUNDAY, JUNE 7TH 2-4PM SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH 2-4PM EASTERN,
OR BY APPOINTMENT.

TERMS: TERMS: A 10% BUYERS PREMIUMWILL BE ADDED TO THEWINNING BIDDERS’ BID
PRICE TO DETERMINE THE FINAL SALES PRICE. THEWINNING BIDDER SHALL PUT DOWN
AT THE DATE OF THE AUCTION 10% OF THE TOTAL SALES PRICE (FINAL BID PRICE PLUS THE
BUYERS PREMIUM) AS A DEPOSIT WITH THE BALANCE DUE ON OR BEFORE 7-13-2026. REAL

ESTATE IS SOLD AS IS.

REACHING OVER 65,700 READERS

Contract Rates:
6x-12x ...................... $60.53/col. inch
13x-25x ..................... $57.21/col. inch
26x-38x.....................$54.55/col. inch
39x or more...............$51.22/col. inch

Place your ad on NINE WEBSITES in Marketplace
for $2.00 per paper for a total of $18.00

K AENTUCKIAN
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DISPLAY AD IN NINE
FINE KENTUCKY
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KENNY
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228WEST DIXIE AVE., ELIZABETHTOWN, KY (270) 737-1839
L.L.C.

AUCTION TEAM:
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GARY RICHARDSON

BARRY BROWN
KELLI GIPSON
STEVE STECK

TYLER HOWELL
BEN COVELL
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BIDDING ENDS
TUESDAY, JUNE 23 6PM EST

CHECK OUT ONLINE AUCTIONS. GO TO LEWISAUCTION.HIBID.COM TO VIEW, REGISTER AND BID.

ONLINE ABSOLUTE
AUCTION

227 GELDING WAY, BROOKS, KY
TO BID GO TO: LEWISAUCTION.HIBID.COM

DIRECTIONS: From I65 go west on Hwy 1562 (Brooks Hill Rd.) cross the
train tracks then turn left on Hwy 1020 (Old National Turnpike). Turn right
on Stallion Way, turn left on Filly Dr., then make a right on Colt Ln. that
will turn into Gelding Way the home will be on the left.
REAL ESTATESTATEST E: Tuesday, June 23, Lewis auction will be offering this Large
brick ranch home to the highest bidder. The home features 6 bedrooms
4 full baths, Living room, Dining room kitchen, Large family room and
more. Extras include 5 car garage, full basement central heat and air,
Separate living quarters featuring 3 of the bedrooms full bath and living
room over the garage. This home is a must see to appreciate the shear
size and all that is has to offer.

To Bid: To bid go to Lewisauction.hibid.com
TERMS: $5,000 non-refundable deposit within 24 hrs after auction
completion, and balance with deed within 60 days. 2026 property taxes
prorated, Possession is given with deed. Potential buyers may conduct
any inspections prior to auction and are responsible for verifying all
information.
Waiver of inspections will be used at auction. Sold in “AS IS” condition.
10% buyer’s premium will be added to the final bid to determine the sale
price.

“SELLS TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER”
For more information or to view the property call
Auctioneer/Broker Bobby Dobson (270) 737-1839
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