
SHEPHERDSVILLE –
In a district tournament with
the top four teams separated
by just a few points, anything
can happen on a given night.

That given night was
Tuesday as the semifinals
were contested at Bullitt
Central. When the dust had
finally settled, it was Bullitt
Central and Moore that found
a way to advance to Thurs-
day’s 23rd District final to
be played on the Cougars’
home court.

Bullitt Central was the
number four seed in the
crowded field and had already
beaten Southern in the ‘play-
in’ game two days earlier to
get to the semifinals. But the
way the seedings fell, the
Cougars were paired against
top-seeded North Bullitt, a
team that the Cougars had
beaten twice during the
regular season.

As will be mentioned many
times in the upcoming NCAA
basketball tournament, match-
ups are everything. North
Bullitt is a very good team,
having beaten both Moore
and Bullitt East on the road
this season. However, the
Eagles just do not line up
well against Bullitt Central’s
bigger lineup.

Bullitt Central scored the
last 10 points of the first half,
including back-to-back three-
pointers from Trevor Carnes
and then A.J. Lee at the buzzer
to surge ahead 24-21.
With two more three-pointers
to start the second half as
part of eight-point run to open
the third quarter, Bullitt
Central led by 13 points to
seize control of the contest.

North Bullitt could get no
closer than five points the
rest of the way as the Cougars
moved to 11-0 at home this
season with a 53-37 victory.

In the second semifinal it
appeared that Bullitt East’s
offensive limitations this
season would bring a quick
end to the season as Moore
moved ahead by 24 points
at 46-22 two minutes into the
second half.

But the Chargers did not
quit. The red and gold battled
back and twice pulled within
three points, the last at 66-
63 with just under two minutes
to play. Moore kept attacking
the basket and scored just
often enough to win 73-67.

Bullitt Central and Moore
will clash in the championship
game at 7 p.m. on Thursday
in the Cougars’ den. The
Cougars are 10-1 since losing
to Moore on the road on
January 23 by a 66-64 count.

BC Shuts Down Eagles
In the two regular season

meetings, Bullitt Central had
gotten the best of the Eagles
by 20 points in December
and then by 10 points three
weeks ago. Only six times
during the season did North
Bullitt fail to score at least
52 points and three of those
times were against Bullitt
Central. That tally included
two of the three times the
Eagles failed to score at least
40 points.

Bullitt Central just has the
players at the right spots to
contain North Bullitt’s top
two scoring threats –
sophomore Nathan Bott and
senior Jordan McKinney.
Both of those players scored
at least five points below their

averages this season on
Tuesday.

“We talked about it all
week,” Bullitt Central head
coach Shane Popplewell said
of the need to shine on
defense. “We knew we could
guard them in a zone, but
the man was better.”

Bullitt Central started in
a zone, but when North Bullitt
surged ahead by seven points
midway through the second
quarter, the Cougars switched
to a man defense with dev-
astating effects.

“We had a huddle and said
that man was the defense,”
the veteran Bullitt Central
head coach said. “I told them
who wanted it the most was
going to win. I was very proud
of them.”

North Bullitt scored 21
points through the middle
of the second quarter and
then had only 16 points over
the final 20 minutes of the
game.

During the first four
minutes of the second quarter,
the Eagles had gotten a pair
of three-pointers from Lucas
Vaughn and then one from
Bott that put the green and
gold on top 21-14. The Eagles
would go the next eight
minutes of game time without
a point.

Bullitt Central’s reversal
started when sophomore
center Noah Eubanks hit two
free throws. Jayden Kearney
then stepped in front of a pass
near midcourt and went in
for a lay-up. In the final minute
of the half, Bullitt Central
senior Trevor Carnes drained
a three-pointer from well
behind the arc to tie the game.

Much as had happened in
the second meeting of the
season between the two
teams, Bullitt Central had the
ball for a last shot to end the
half. In the earlier meeting
it was Dawson Kremzar who
connected. This time it was
Lee who rose up and con-
nected on the three-pointer
as the buzzer sounded, giving
his team its first lead

since it was 3-2. A lead that
the Cougars would never
relinquish.

“It was huge,” Popplewell
said of the run at the end
of the half. “We took their
best shot and still were in
the lead. “We knew there was
no looking back if we got off
to a good start in the third
quarter.”

Bullitt Central did that. Lee
hit a three-pointer on the first
shot of the second half and
then Carnes hit a short-
jumper, forcing North Bullitt
head coach Jessie Curry to
call a time-out just 51 seconds
into the half. Moments later,
Kearney hit a three-pointer.
The Eagles did not score until
Vaughn hit a shot at the 4:44
mark. North Bullitt did get
three-pointers from Bott and
Cade Cruise late in the
quarter, but Bullitt Cen-
tral still had a 37-29 lead going
into the fourth quarter.

When Bott scored early
in the fourth quarter the
Eagles were within 38-33, but
they could get no closer. As
the clock ticked below the
three-minute mark, Carnes
hit the last of his team’s six
three-pointers and the out-
come was no longer in doubt.

“They are a hard matchup
for us,” Curry said as he sat
in an empty classroom where
the team had dressed. “They
are a tough matchup for a
lot of teams. They don’t make
mistakes. If you make three
or four (mistakes) in a row,
they make you pay.

“I did not think we were
out of it until the last few
shots,” the coach added. “It
is a shame that two teams
with 20 wins had to meet each

other this early and one of
them has to go home. But
that is just the way basketball
works.”

It just got away from the
Eagles late in the first half.

“I felt like we controlled
the first half like we did in
the second game,” Curry
pointed out. “Then they (Lee)
hit that three. It was the same
as three weeks ago.”

Bullitt Central had just four
players score in this game.
Popplewell used only six
players with Landon Sims
coming off the bench to play
for less than a minute.

Lee led all scorers in the
game with 19 points while
Carnes scored 17. Eubanks
finished with 12 points and
controlled play around the
basket.

Bott was the top scorer
for the Eagles with 12 points
while Vaughn came off
the bench to score 11 points.
No other North Bullitt player
had more than seven points.

North Bullitt’s season came
to an end with a 20-9 record.

 

 

 A.J. Lee 19, Trevor
Carnes 17, Jayden Kearney
5, Noah Eubanks 12.

 

 Jeremiah Green 3,
Lucas Vaughn 11, Nathan Bott
12, Cade Cruise 3, Jordan
McKinney 7, Demarco Harris
1.

BOYS’ 23RD DISTRICT
BASKETBALL

TOURNAMENT
SEMIFINALS AT 

BULLITT CENTRAL

BULLITT CENTRAL 53 (7-
17-13-16)

NORTH BULLITT 37 (10-
11-8-8)

Tuesday, February 24

Down 38-22 at halftime and
46-22 early in the second half,
the Bullitt East Chargers were
not giving their fans much
of a reason to smile.

But instead of dreaming
about Spring Break, the
Chargers found the range
and a way to get back into
the game against Moore in
the second semifinal on
Tuesday.

Connecting on a trio of
three-pointers late in the third
quarter, two by Clay Reynolds,
the Chargers clawed back
to within 56-44 heading into
the fourth quarter. The
Mustangs did push the lead
back to 15 points early in the
final frame, but Bullitt East
had one more charge.

Down 62-47, Bullitt East
got back-to-back baskets from
Aidan Boyer and Sam Bates
before Connor Stinnett hit
a three-pointer at the 4:42
mark to pull his team within
eight points. Drake Mefford
kept the run alive with a
basket. Moore did get a
basket, but then Stinnett
converted a three-point play
and two free throws to make
it 64-61.

Moore stayed on the
offensive, but turned the ball
over. Mefford drove to the
basket, but the Mustangs’
C.J. Sweeney blocked the shot
and then scored at the other
end. Reynolds scored for
Bullitt East and the margin
was again three points.

The player of the game for
Moore, senior Brandon
Williams, scored on the other
end and after the Chargers’
Brendan Puffer hit a free
throw, Sweeney scored again
as the clock ticked below one

EAST JUST SHORT

minute.
Bullitt East called a time-

out with 55 seconds
remaining, but they could
not get off an open three-
pointer until Bates knocked
down a shot with 22 seconds
remaining. Bullitt East had
only two team fouls at that
point so they had to quickly
foul. Finally, the Chargers
sent Dexter McAtee to the
line. He hit the first shot, but
the second was waved off
because of a lane violation.

The Chargers rushed the
ball to the offensive end, but
a quick three-pointer bounced
off and Moore rebounded.
McAtee, who was eight of
ten at the foul line in the game
for the Mustangs, hit his last
two chances with 11 seconds
to play to account for the final
score.

“It is tough to lose any time
in the post-season,” Bullitt
East head coach Jason Couch
said. “But yes, I was proud
that they kept playing hard.
They did not want it to be
over. I was extremely proud
of them.”

The difference in the game
was Moore’s Williams. The
senior came into the game
averaging just 5.8 points a
game. Over the entire season
he had made a dozen three-
pointers. In this game, he
scored 25 points and knocked
down five three-pointers.

“Sometimes those things
happen in the post-season,”
Couch lamented.

“We wanted them to take
outside shots,” the Bullitt East
coach said. “They shot it better
than normal.”

Moore finished the game
with nine three-pointers. The
Mustangs were also 10 of 12
at the foul line.

Bullitt East had a better-
than-average night at the foul
line as they were 15 of 20.
The Chargers knocked down
eight three-pointers with
Reynolds and Stinnett each
having three while Bates had
two.

Stinnett led Bullitt East with
17 points while Bates had
16. The Chargers also had
15 points by Reynolds and
12 by Mefford.

Williams had those 25
points for the Mustangs while
Sweeney collected 15 points.

Bullitt East’s season ended
with an 11-16 record.

 

 

 Connor Stinnett 17,
Sam Bates 16, Brendan Puffer
1, Aidan Boyer 6, Clay
Reynolds 15, Drake Mefford
12.

 

Admere Ricketts 5, C.J.
Sweeney 15, Zachariah
Summers 7, Dexter McAtee
11, Brandon Williams 25,
Kumbalani Wembo 10.

BOYS’ 23RD DISTRICT
BASKETBALL

TOURNAMENT
SEMIFINALS AT 

BULLITT CENTRAL

BULLITT EAST 67 (10-12-
22-23)

MOORE 73 (10-28-18-17)

Tuesday, February 24

Bullitt Central, Moore to meet in district final
MIKE FARNER
SPORTS EDITOR

MIKE FARNERMIKE FARNER
Bullitt Central's Trevor Carnes looks to score against
North Bullitt in the District 23 semifinal victory Tuesday.

Bullitt East's Drake Mefford flies toward the basket
against Moore.
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WILLARD AUCTIONS
H. BARRY SMITH, REALTORS AND AUCTIONEERS

88 BRUNERSTOWN ROAD, SHELBYVILLE, KY
502-633-2746 888-631-2746

AUCTIONEERS: H. BARRY SMITH (CAI), JIMMY WILLARD (CAI),
SHAWN WILLARD (CAI), JEFF RIGGLE (CAI), PATRICK HARGADON,
TODD BARLOW, ROB WINLOCK, DEAN BURK, COURTNEY ROBERTS

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
HOUSE ON 1.5 ACRES AND SEPARATE 1.5 ACRE BUILDING SITE

LAGRANGE, KY • SHUMAR ESTATE
ONLINE BIDDING ONLY AT WWW.HBARRYSMITH.COM

BIDDING WILL START TO END ON MARCH 12TH AT 2:00PM EASTERN
Location: 2105 Walnut Road, LaGrange, KY. 40031

Real Estate: Mostly brick ranch home on 1.5 acres in prime
location. The home boasts 3 large bedrooms, 3 full baths, a
finished walkout basement, 2 car garage, large family room,
living room, dining room, kitchen, and deck overlooking the

acreage.
Separate Building Lot: 1.5-acre lot, mostly wooded, secluded
for privacy. This lot is in a prime location just minutes from

I-71 and downtown LaGrange.
Public Inspection: Sunday, March 8th. 2-4pm

TERMS: a 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to the final bid to determine
the final sales price. The winning bidder shall put down 10% of the total sales
price (bid price plus the Buyer’s Premium) as a deposit with the balance due
in 30 days or before after the auction date. The real estate is sold as is. The

property shall transfer with a special warranty deed.

$6653
COLUMN

INCH

1x-5x Per Year
Effective January 1, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

In accordance with KRS 176.051, Kentucky’s noxious weed law, the Kentucky

Transportation Cabinet will control noxious weeds on state-owned right of way

at the request of the adjoining property owner. The noxious weeds named in

this law are Johnson grass (Sorghum halepense), Canada thistle (Cirsium

arvense), Cutleaf Teasel (Dipsacus laciniatus) Nodding thistle (Carduus nutans),

Common teasel (Dipsacus fullonum), Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum),

Marestail (Conyza canadensis), Amur Honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii), Multi-

flora Rose (Rose multiflora) Japanese knotweed, (Polygonum cuspidatum),

Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea stoebe) and Kudzu (Pueraria montana).

Persons who own property adjacent to state right of way and who are involved

in eradication efforts on their property can submit a written application to the

highway district office in their area. Contact information can be found at

transportation.ky.gov/DistrictPages

Lebanon Junction Gates Apartments
Lebanon Junction, KY
Accepting applications for 1BR/1 Bath units.
Rental assistance available to those that qualify.
1BR Rent $670 - $717
Water, sewer, trash paid
Residents pay for personal electric service.
Call 502-264-0047 for more info.
TDD# 1-800-545-1833 Ext. 336
(Hearing impaired contact number)
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

   Thursday, March 5, 2026 THE PIONEER NEWSB5


