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The new family moved in 
next door. Nexd day, Jan made a 
batch of Chocolate Chip cookies 
for them as a welcome gift. 
Their big muddy Tacoma stood 
on Jan’s lawn. They backed the 
U-Haul trailer across her place 
for unloading. She picked her 
way through the jungle of empty 
boxes and rang the bell. A woman 
with a child on her hip and a 
cigarette in her mouth opened 
the door. Jan stepped back in 
surprise, but kept her cool. She 
introduced herself and held out 
the cookies. The woman took 
a last puff, threw the butt out 
on Jan’s lawn and said, “Thank 
you, Honey, I’d invite you in but 
Champ, our Pit Bull, isn’t chained 
up yet. Dave will do it when he 
gets back from the U-Haul place.” 
She shouted, “Dave, get out here 
now and move your truck off the 
lady’s lawn. Get Junior to help 
you throw the boxes and trash 
back into the trailer. The U-Haul 
people will clean it up.” 

Jan gave her the cookies and 
hurried home. The Tacoma 
roared and thundered to life. It 
lost its muffler when it backed 
over the curb. Van got lunch for 
her little boy. As she just got 
him settled down for his nap, 
the house shook as the truck 
rumbled back, followed by Junior 
on a screaming Suzuki dirt bike. 
His woman’s Crown Vic was 
parked in front of their house, so 
he pulled in in front of Jan’s. 

The new family had six kids. 
Van kept trying to be neighborly 
and invited their eight year-old 
over to play in Alan’s wading 
pool. She called and said, “It’s a 
hot August day. Why don’t you 
send Charles over to cool off in 
Alan’s pool?” 

Charles was big for his age, 
hyper, and spoiled by parental 
neglect. Van soon found out that 
she had a bully in her backyard. 
After twenty minutes of 
protecting Alan, she sent Charles 
home. On his way, he picked up 
one of her good beach towels. 
Van stopped him and said, Where 
do think you’re going with my 
towel?” 

Charles said, “Yours? You said 
it was mine when you gave it to 
me.” 

Van said, “No way Buster and 
don’t sass me. Just put that towel 
down and scoot on home.” 

Van heard him whine when he 
got in, “Mom, that lady is mean. 
She doesn’t like me. Why did we 
have to move here?” 

A week later, after the kids 
had been riding the school bus 
everyday, Alan came into the 
kitchen, threw his backpack on 
the floor, and said, “I hate school!” 
and cussed out his teacher. 

Van said, “Stop that! Where 
did you suddenly learn all those  
adult words, not in this house.” 

Alan said, “That’s what Charles 
called the bus driver.” 

“Well, you’re not Charles. I 
never want to hear those words 
again.” She sighed, “What’s a 
person got to do to be a good 
neighbor?” She answered her 
own question, and put in a 12 
foot high wooden privacy fence, 
for we all know, “good fences 
make good neighbors.” 
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WHO ATE MY OKRA?
Kindling:“The best of the 

Pineville Sun”
Now available at: 

Pineville Sun office on 
Virginia Ave. Pineville;

Eva’s and Evan’s Vendor’s Mall, 
1901 Cumberland Ave in Mid-

dlesboro;
Or By mail at:

Jim Woodring 13124 Hwy 190
Pineville, Ky 40977

Timing is everything. 
Have you ever felt like 
you were out of sync 
with what was going 
on in the woods or on 
the water? Sometimes 
it seems that on 
the days you can go 
fishing, the weather is 
terrible or the fish are 
uncooperative. And 
on the days you can’t 
go or just decide not 
to go, those are the 
days limits are caught 
in the first hour. 

It’s the same with 
hunting. It seems 
sometimes, on 
the days I go deer 
hunting the deer are 
not stirring. But let 

me stay home one 
morning and they’re 
everywhere. Timing 
is everything, and 
most of the time, we 
are usually “a day late 
and a dollar short.” I 
can only remember a 
few moments in my 
life I actually hit it on 
the right day; like the 
day I caught more fish 
than I could count in 
a twenty-minute span 
or the few times when 
the bucks were coming 
by so frequently you 
were afraid to reach 
in your backpack for a 
cracker. 

Those were the days 
it all came together; 
that you were there at 
the right place and at 
the right time. That’s 
the goal during each 
hunting season; it’s to 
be in the woods during 

the best days and even 
during the best time 
of each day. That’s 
why we look at moon 
phases and other 
weather patterns; to 
give ourselves the 
best opportunity for 
success. Sometimes 
the days or the times 
seem odd. From a 
novice’s perspective 
it may look as if we 
have picked the most 
inopportune time to 
do what we do. We 
know, however, that 
we are there because 
we believe just the 
opposite. 

At Christmas we 
celebrate another 
special moment in 
time; a time that 
seemed strange to 
many who were there. 
It was strange for the 
Savior of the world to 

be born in a manger, 
at an insignificant 
place and to seemingly 
insignificant people. 
But it all happened in 
the perfect will and 
timing of God. The 
scriptures put it this 
way; “But when the 
fullness of the time 
had come, God sent 
forth His Son, born 
of a woman.” It was 
a day God lined up 
the birth of His Son 
with the need of His 
people. The timing 
was perfect. 

It was so perfect we 
are still talking about 
that event today. It 
was so perfect lives 
are still changed by 
that event today. And 
it was so perfect it will 
never happen again. 
And that’s why we 
celebrate Christmas.
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DOORS OPEN
WHEN YOU CHOOSE

www.LMUnet.edu

by Gary Miller

Magic City Memories

Have a great week from the City of Middlesboro! Here is a picture 
from the 1930’s of a crowd of people in front of First Baptist Church 
on Cumberland Avenue!

(Photo provided by Boone Bowling)

This week has been about 
the “At Last” moments.

That Etta James song 
“At Last” kept coming 
back to me this past week. 
“At last my love has come 
along. My lonely days 
are over and life is like a 
song.” When I hear these 
lyrics, I think about Jesus 
descending from the 
clouds. How there will be 
no more lonely days. Life 
will be a song of praises. 
At the end of the song the 
lyrics say, “Here we are in 
Heaven. For you are mine 
at last.”  Isn’t that what 
we are all supposed to be 
living for? To have that “at 
last” moment with Jesus. 
At last, my Savior, we can 
be together in Heaven. 
What a great day that will 
be. 

With Christmas being 
around the corner, I 
remember other people 
who were also waiting on 
Jesus. All through the Old 
Testament, we are foretold 
of a Messiah. The one who 
would defeat wickedness, 
sin and death. Then we 
make it to the book of 
Malachi where the Old 
Testament ends. By a 
simple turn of the page, we 
can go straight to Matthew 
in the New Testament. That 
flip of a page represents 
400 years that God was 
silent between Malachi and 
Matthew. Everyone was 
waiting for that “At Last” 
moment. Then we read 
about the birth of Jesus. 

His First Arrival
20. But while he thought 

on these things, behold, the 
angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, 
saying, Joseph, thou son 
of David, fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

21. And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt 
call his name JESUS: for 
he shall save his people 
from their sins. 

22. Now all this was 
done, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, 

23. Behold, a virgin 
shall be with child, and 
shall bring forth a son, 

And they shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God 
with us. 

24. Then Joseph being 
raised from sleep did as 
the angel of the Lord had 
bidden him, and took unto 
him his wife: 

25. and knew her not 
till she had brought forth 
her firstborn son: and he 
called his name JESUS.

Matthew 1:20-25
At Last, God broke the 

silence and the Savior was 
born. The one who gave 
his life for us. The one 
who took all sin on him so 
we can be saved. The one 
and only way to Heaven. 
At last, he is here to free 
the captives. He is here to 
shine his light in this dark 
world. At last! This “at 
last” moment is why we 
celebrate Christmas. We 
are celebrating the birth of 
our Savior Jesus.  We are 
celebrating his first arrival 

His Second Arrival
9. And when he had 

spoken these things, while 
they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. 

10.  And while they 
looked stedfastly toward 
heaven as he went up, 
behold, two men stood by 
them in white apparel; 

11. Which also said, Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven? 
this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.“

Acts 1:9-11
When you have been 

waiting and waiting for 
someone to come along 
and then they finally show 
up, you yell, “ At Last! 
Where have you been? 
What took you so long?” 
You are celebrating their 
arrival. Jesus came into 
this world as a baby and 
ascended into the clouds to 
Heaven. One day, God will 
send Jesus back for those 
who are waiting. His cloud 
watchers. We are all gonna 
scream, “At Last”

46. Blessed is that 
servant, whom his lord 
when he cometh shall find 
so doing.

Matthew 24:46
Why not accept Jesus as 

your Savior?
After All, we serve the 

God of Grand Appearances.

At Last
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PURSUANT TO SECTION 
424.120 AND 242.340 of 

Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
Notice to Creditors, 

Administration has been 
granted by the District Cout 

of Bell County upon the 
following estate:

Anita Spangler,
Deceased 9/20/2025
610 1/2 S 24th Street

Middlesboro, KY 40965

Stephen Spangler, 
Administrator

610 1/2 S 24th Street
Middlesboro, KY 40965

All persons having claims 
against the above estate(s) 

are notified to present same 
to the fiduciary verified 

according to law, no later 
than May 5,  2026.

Colby Slusher, Clerk
Bell Circuit and District 

Courts

Classifieds & Legals

-Public Notice-

Notice is hereby given that Justin Mays 1080 US Hwy 119 
Pineville, KY 40977, has filed an application with the Energy and 
Environment Cabinet to Fill a section of property to road level. 
The property is located one mile off us Hwy 119 one mile to the 

city of Pineville, KY along the Cumberland River. Any comments 
or objections can be submitted via email to: DOWFloodplain@
ky.gov Kentucky Division of Water,  Floodplain Management 

Section, 300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort, KY 40601. 
Call 502-564-3410 with questions.

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)

The city of Pineville, Kentucky, and Pineville Utility Commission are issuing 
this request for qualifications for services relating to the Pineville Park 

Avenue Storm Sewer Replacement Project to select an engineering firm. The 
city of Pineville is applying for federal funding for the Pineville Park Avenue 
Storm Sewer Replacement Project, which will involve removal and replace-
ment of approximately 2,200 linear feet of 36”, 1,500 linear feet of 24”, and 

1,000 linear feet of 18” storm sewer pipelines in a residential area within the 
Pineville city limits. Minimum requirements include previous experience in 

engineering design and inspection on similar projects and Kentucky cer-
tification. All interested people and firms may contact the office of Mayor 

Shawn Fugate II (606- 337-2958 or mayorofpineville@gmail.com) between 
the hours of 9:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, to obtain an 

information packet. The packet will also be available on the city of Pineville 
website (thecityofPineville.com). Submissions must be received in the 

Office of the Mayor, PO Box 688, Pineville, KY 40977, no later than 4 p.m. 
on December 15, 2025. Kentucky Relay Service for the hearing and speech 
impaired: 1-800-648-6056.Any questions about this RFQ must be submit-
ted to Mayor Fugate’s office by 4 pm on November 25, 2025. Answers will 

be posted on the city website by December 5, 2025. No potential applicants 
may otherwise discuss or ask questions about this project or RFQ to any city 
official or agent of the city. Doing so will result in disqualification. Attention 

is particularly called to the requirements as to conditions of employment 
to be observed under the contract, Section 3, Segregated Facility, Section 
109, Title VI, and EO 11246. Local, minority and female-owned firms are 

encouraged to respond.

PURSUANT TO SECTION 
424.120 AND 242.340 of 

Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
Notice to Creditors, 

Administration has been 
granted by the District Cout 

of Bell County upon the 
following estate:

Doris Baird,
Deceased 7/25/2025

8759 Hwy 92
Pineville, Ky 40977
Kenneth Burnett-

Administrator
Hon. Lisa L. Fugate

218 E. Park Ave
Pineville, Ky 40977

All persons having claims 
against the above estate(s) 

are notified to present same 
to the fiduciary verified 

according to law, no later 
than May 5,  2026.

Colby Slusher, Clerk
Bell Circuit and District 

Courts

PURSUANT TO SECTION 
424.120 AND 242.340 of 

Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
Notice to Creditors, 

Administration has been 
granted by the District Cout 

of Bell County upon the 
following estate:

Ruth Ellen Butterfield,
Deceased 8/01/2025

Mountain View Nursing Home
Pineville, KY 40977

Rebecca Smallwood, 
Administratrix

19 Cove Hollow Lane
Beverly, KY 40913

All persons having claims 
against the above estate(s) 

are notified to present same 
to the fiduciary verified 

according to law, no later 
than May 5,  2026.

Colby Slusher, Clerk
Bell Circuit and District 

Courts

PURSUANT TO SECTION 
424.120 AND 242.340 of 

Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
Notice to Creditors, 

Administration has been 
granted by the District Cout 

of Bell County upon the 
following estate:

Danny Wayne Miller,
Deceased 9/18/2025

972 Highway 221
Pineville, KY 40977
Barbara Hampton, 

Administratrix
Hon. John M Gambrel
Gambrel & Wilder Law 

Offices, PLLC
PO Box 206

Pineville, KY 40977

All persons having claims 
against the above estate(s) 

are notified to present same 
to the fiduciary verified 

according to law, no later 
than May 15,  2026.

Colby Slusher, Clerk
Bell Circuit and District 

Courts

PURSUANT TO SECTION 
424.120 AND 242.340 of 

Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
Notice to Creditors, 

Administration has been 
granted by the District Cout 

of Bell County upon the 
following estate:

Arthur Sanders,
Deceased 5/22/2025

296 Wieser Branch Road
Arjay, KY 40902

Judy Sanders, Executrix
296 Wieser Branch Road

Arjay, KY 40902

All persons having claims 
against the above estate(s) 

are notified to present same 
to the fiduciary verified 

according to law, no later 
than May 5,  2025.

Colby Slusher, Clerk
Bell Circuit and District 

Courts

PURSUANT TO SECTION 
424.120 AND 242.340 of 

Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
Notice to Creditors, 

Administration has been 
granted by the District Cout 

of Bell County upon the 
following estate:

Susan Jean Leffingwell,
Deceased 9/02/2024

720 HWY 66
Pineville, KY 40977

Hon. John M Gambrel-
Administrator

Gambrel & Wilder Law 
Offices, PLLC

PO Box 206
Pineville, KY 40977

All persons having claims 
against the above estate(s) 

are notified to present same 
to the fiduciary verified 

according to law, no later 
than May 4, 2026.

Colby Slusher, Clerk
Bell Circuit and District 

Courts

PURSUANT TO SECTION 
424.120 AND 242.340 of 

Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
Notice to Creditors, 

Administration has been 
granted by the District Cout 

of Bell County upon the 
following estate:

Krista Gibbs,
Deceased 6/05/2025

117 Ridgewood Circle
Pineville, KY 40977

John Christopher Gibbs
224 Victoria Lane

Mountain Sterling, KY 40353
Lisa Gail Stacy Gibbs-Co-

Administrators
117 Ridgewood Circle

Pineville, KY 40977

All persons having claims 
against the above estate(s) 

are notified to present same 
to the fiduciary verified 

according to law, no later 
than May 5,  2026.

Colby Slusher, Clerk
Bell Circuit and District 

Courts

PURSUANT TO SECTION 
424.120 AND 242.340 of 

Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
Notice to Creditors, 

Administration has been 
granted by the District Cout 

of Bell County upon the 
following estate:

Billy Smith,
Deceased 8/01/2025

75 Bennett Fork Church Rd
Middlesboro, KY 40965

Bonnie Smith-Administratrix
75 Bennett Fork Church Rd

Middlesboro, KY 40965

All persons having claims 
against the above estate(s) 

are notified to present same 
to the fiduciary verified 

according to law, no later 
than May 15, 2026.

Colby Slusher, Clerk
Bell Circuit and District 

Courts

DEEDS
Date Number Party1 Party2 Book Page Description
11/08/2025 291011-0 BAILEY, BRUCE & JACQUE-
LINE BROCK, KAYLA D412 810 MILL CREEK 
HOLLER
11/07/2025 291009-0 KENTUCKY NATURAL 
LANDS TRUST INC

KNUCKLES, ADAM D412 806 LAND IN BELL CO

11/07/2025 291009-1 KENTUCKY NATURAL 
LANDS TRUST INC

KNUCKLES, TONYA D412 806 LAND IN BELL CO
11/07/2025 291007-0 TAYLOR, MONICA Y WIL-
SON, KRISTY ANN D412 803 MIDDLESBORO
11/07/2025 291007-1 TAYLOR, THEODORE 
JASON WILSON, KRISTY ANN D412 803 MID-
DLESBORO
11/07/2025 291003-0 CARRIER, JANE B THE 
CLIFTON FAMILY LIVING TRUST D412 798 LOT 
6 BRUSH MTN FARMS SUBDIV
11/07/2025 291003-1 CARRIER, JANE B CLIFTON 
FAMILY LIVING TRUST D412 798 LOT 6 BRUSH 
MTN FARMS SUBDIV
11/07/2025 291003-2 SYMANSKI, CHARLES E JR 
THE CLIFTON FAMILY LIVING TRUST D412 798 
LOT 6 BRUSH MTN FARMS SUBDIV
11/07/2025 291003-3 SYMANSKI, CHARLES E JR 

CLIFTON FAMILY LIVING TRUST D412 798 LOT 
6 BRUSH MTN FARMS SUBDIV
11/06/2025 290986-0 COLLINS, RYAN M HAR-
LESS, MARK ANTHONY D412 794 LAND IN 
MIDDLESBORO
11/06/2025 290986-1 COLLINS, RYAN M HAR-
LESS, SHERRY VONDA D412 794 LAND IN MID-
DLESBORO
11/06/2025 290981-0 HERGERT, JOHN L KLASSY, 
BELINDA M D412 790 AMBLESIDE MID-
DLESBORO
11/06/2025 290981-1 HERGERT, JULIE M KLASSY, 
BELINDA M D412 790 AMBLESIDE MID-
DLESBORO
11/06/2025 290980-0 GREEN, KRIS ALLEN KRIS 
ALLEN HOUSE OF GREEN D412 784 LAND IN 
BELL CO
11/06/2025 290980-1 GREEN, KRIS ALLEN HOUSE 
OF GREEN D412 784 LAND IN BELL CO
11/06/2025 290979-0 EVANS, C DWAINE (AD-
MINISTRATOR) HARRIS, DOLORES D412 782 
LAND IN BLK 18 NE SEC MBORO
11/06/2025 290979-1 HARRIS, H A (ESTATE) 
HARRIS, DOLORES D412 782 LAND IN BLK 18 
NE SEC MBORO
11/05/2025 290948-0 JOHNSON, MICHAEL RICKY 
JOHNSON, CAROL ANN D412 776 LAND ON 
RIGHT FORK STRAIGHT CREEK

11/05/2025 290925-0 ORR, MICHAEL MC-
FALL, JORY L D412 771 LAND IN SE SEC MID-
DLESBORO
11/05/2025 290925-1 ORR, MICHAEL MCFALL, 
VERONICA C D412 771 LAND IN SE SEC MID-
DLESBORO
11/05/2025 290924-0 WAGNER, ARVEDENE
(ADMINISTRATRIX)

WAGNER, ARVEDENE D412 768 LAND IN ELY 
HOLLOW NEAR MELDRUM
11/05/2025 290924-1 GIVENS, SRITHA ELLEN 
(ESTATE) WAGNER, ARVEDENE D412 768 LAND 
IN ELY HOLLOW NEAR MELDRUM
11/04/2025 290907-0 CARRINGTON MORTGAGE 
SERVICES LLC

BROWN, BOBBY REGINAL D412 763 305 N 15TH 
ST MIDDLESBORO
11/03/2025 290878-0 EVANS, JUDY NEAL, DYLAN 
D412 760 107 DANSBURY AVE MIDDLESBORO
11/03/2025 290878-1 EVANS, JASON NEAL, 
DYLAN D412 760 107 DANSBURY AVE MID-
DLESBORO
11/03/2025 290877-0 EVANS, JUDY NEAL, DYLAN 
D412 757 107 BLOOMSBURY 11/03/2025 290877-
1 EVANS,JASON NEAL, DYLAN D412 757 107 
BLOOMSBURY 11/03/2025 290865-0 MILLS, JOHN 
CURTIS SR DOWLIN, REGINA D412 753 LAND 
ON YESTOWN RD M’BORO
11/03/2025 290864-0 MILLS, JOHN CURTIS SR 
(EXECUTOR) MILLS, JOHN CURTIS SR D412 749 
LAND ON YESTOWN ROAD MIDDLESBORO
11/03/2025 290864-1 MILLS, NORMA LOUISE 
JANEWAY (DECEASED) MILLS, JOHN CURTIS 
SR D412 749 LAND ON YESTOWN ROAD MID-
DLESBORO

By:  

Gary Miller

  Churchill Downs and the city of Louisville claim that THE GREATEST TWO 
MINUTES IN SPORTS  has to be the Kentucky Derby. It takes those superpow-
ered race horses a ballpark 2 minutes to get around the track. What makes this 
race any different, or more important than any of the 10 races on the card the 
day before or the week before? The answer is Tradition. Tradition has built 
the Kentucky Derby into a world famous spectacle. The owners of the winning 
horse earn a lot of prize money, and can earn even more by what they charge 
to other racehorse owners in fees to breed their mares to a “Kentucky Derby 
winner”! 

Even though it only takes 2 minutes in the evening of Saturday May 2, it is a 
long term event. Any old horse cannot compete in the Derby. They have to run 
other races and win Derby points, and of course have owners that can pay the 
fees to enter the Derby. 

 In and around Louisville, the Derby has become a year round event and 
not just two minutes. Women are expected to have the latest fashion hat, the 
bigger the better and with lots of color. This year, Derby rings in gold with dia-
monds have become the latest hot selling item, if you have the money. Instead 
of diamonds in the ring, a man can get rubies in the shape of the famous Rose 
horseshoe. The rings start at $1000. 

 The media have begun an official countdown of “Days to the Derby”. From 
March 5 to May 2, 60 days to go! Horses, jockeys, trainers, and high profile own-
ers get intensive coverage. Celebrity Derby parties give famous, and infamous, 
politicians, actors, and the Super rich, free publicity and exposure 

   Did you know that they now have classes to teach people how to bet on the 

horses? It includes such 
subjects as what do “odd-
s”mean and “trifecta”, 
and “place” and “show”? 
Churchill Downs will 
teach you all about it for 
free. The horse racing gambling industry has come in second place. And that is 
a problem. Derby day was once the biggest gambling day in America. No more, 
The Super Bowl has passed it by, and the horse people will not be satisfied to 
“place”. They want to “win”. 

  On the actual race day of May 2, will it be worth your time to watch the 
greatest 2 minutes in sports? It doesn’t work that way plan on spending at least 
4 hours or more on that Saturday afternoon. The show starts early, at least three 
hours before the race. All 152 years of tradition will be there, especially like 
the horse Secretariat. Then the horses will parade, trumpets will sound. One 
horse will always be difficult to get into the starting gate. Suspense will build 
and suddenly they’re off! Don’t blink and don’t go into the kitchen for another 
coke or you will miss it! No you won’t. They will do replays with expert analysis 
for the next two hours and the next two days. 

     Now for the truth. Do I play the ponies and bet on a horse in the Kentucky 
Derby? Yes I do. I have a friend. We each pick a horse. If his horse wins, he gets 
my dollar

 If my horse wins, I get his dollar. If we both lose, then those big bucks go back 
in our cookie jars until next year. We are great bets!      

 I’ve noticed lately how the fishermen 
are getting amped up for the spring tour-
naments. A recent trip to my local bait 
shop confirmed my suspicions. There 
were brochures everywhere promoting 
those upcoming events. But another 
thing I’ve noticed is how bad the weather 
has been lately. I guess it’s normal for this 
time of year, but there are usually some 
good weekends when the fishermen can 
get on the lake, find where the fish are, 
and experiment with what they might be 
hitting. If everything stays the way it is 
now there will be no early preparation. 
It will be practice as you go. There are, 
however, a few things that most anglers 
already have in their bag of tricks; namely 
that they have done this before. They will 
begin their pursuit at the places that have 
produced in times past. That doesn’t 
mean that success will be certain, only 
that they will be able to begin with a cer-
tain amount of confidence, which is cru-
cial. In fact, one of phrases I’ve heard all 
my life when it comes to fishing, is “Fish 
with what you’re confident in.” That is, 
if you are casting some bait without the 
expectation of a fish biting it, you need 
to switch; no matter what someone else 
might tell you. Confidence is undoubt-
edly important because it affects so 
many other things. It affects the speed to 
which you fish, your concentration, and 
your overall attention you must have to 
set the hook. Really you can’t say too 
much about confidence. On the other 

hand, while confidence might win the 
moment, it might just lose the day and 
the tournament. If one has to choose 
between confidence and certainty, he 
better choose the latter and adjust his 
confidence. And this especially goes for 
things that hold more weight than a fish-
ing tournament.

It amazes me sometimes how individ-
uals can be so set in their ways without 
any real confirmation that what they are 
settled on is valid. Many times their con-
fidence comes from another individual 
who also has no foundation for his or her 
beliefs. They simply believe something 
because so and so said so – be it a friend 
or family member. Or this unwarranted 
confidence has come from a moment of 
success. For a fisherman it means that 
just because you had a good day with that 
bait before, it doesn’t mean it will work 
every time. Again, it is better to be certain 
than have confidence. Now, what about 
things of eternal consequence? If you 
have confidence and cannot adequately 
defend why you have such confidence, 
then you may be fooling yourself. Cer-
tainty will always come from a statement 
of fact based upon testable evidence. If 
this is not true in fishing, you may be 
casting in a bathtub. If this is not true in 
matters of your faith, you may wake up 
one day to find that what you put confi-
dence in, left you holding an empty bag 
at God’s weigh-in.
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We all have reasons behind everything 
that we do. We have the why factor for 
each one. We have a reason for the good 
and the bad. These reasons do not have 
to mean much to others but it is what 
motivates us or, in some cases, drags us 
into others.

What is your “why” for going to work? 
What is your “why” for attending church? 
What is your “why” for going to the gym? 
What is your “why” that keeps you going 
when others would not? The “why” we 
have must be stronger than whatever it is 
that will stop us from doing these things.

This can embody the good things in our 
lives such as working through problems 
to keep our relationships that we are in. It 
can also include the “why” we have cer-
tain addictions. We have to have a reason 
to continue in the things we do or we will 
easily give up and quit. The foundation of 
your “why” will determine the strength 
you have when encountering forces to 
prevent you or hinder you from your 
objective. Have you thought about what 
your “why” really is?

We can come up with answers to many 
things for the reason we engage in them. 
We can determine quickly our “why” 
when things are super important to us 
such as working to give our family a better 
life. However, we struggle when finding 
the answer to those things we do that are 
not seen as beneficial like drug addiction. 
Sometimes we do not know the “why”, 
“when”, “where”, or “how” things even 
got to the stage they are at this moment. 
I want to encourage you today to seek for 
the “why’s” in your own life.

Jesus had called out the disciples to 
follow Him, to leave everything behind, 

and follow Him. These disciples walked 
away from everything in their lives to fol-
low after Jesus. There came a time when 
one of these disciples, Peter, wanted to 
find his “why” in doing so. He wanted to 
know if following Jesus through all of the 
turmoil and attacks would be beneficial. 
He needed something to hold on to that 
would be his “why” to carry him through.

In Matthew 19, Peter asks Jesus what 
the disciples will receive for leaving ev-
erything to follow him after seeing the 
rich young ruler decide not to follow this 
path with Jesus. Jesus responds that they 
will sit upon the twelve thrones and shall 
inherit eternal life. In this moment, Peter, 
and all the other disciples, found their 
reason “why”. 

The disciples would face many hard 
things in the remaining days of their lives, 
including facing death for their faith. The 
only way they could contend with such 
hurt, pain, and harm was to know that 
their “why” was stronger than their rea-
son to stop. The “why” outweighed the 
fear, the isolation, the attacks, the set-
backs, the mockery, and the beatings that 
they would endure.

Today, you may have a relationship 
with Jesus but is the “why” going to make 
you hold on when the world is trying 
to pull you away? Is your “why” solid 
enough to stand in the face of the attack 
of the enemy? If you were to lose every-
thing in your life, all of a sudden, as Job 
did, would your “why” be strong enough 
to push you through it all? I urge you all 
to make sure that your faith in Christ is a 
great enough “why” to overcome whatev-
er comes your way.

Magic City Memories
Rennebaum Motors in Middlesboro.  Photo Courtey of  Marvin Meyers Facebook.


