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Once the storm calmed 
down, she said she peeked 
out the door to see if there 
w a s  d a m a g e .  S h e  s a w 
through the pouring rain that 
trees were on the ground in 
her front yard, pinning power 
lines to the ground.

“It’s live wires. It’s dan-
gerous, so I haven’t started 
cleaning anything up until we 
get the electric taken care of 
first,” Ransey said.

When The Sun spoke with 
her, she had been without 
power and water for nearly 12 
hours and was still waiting for 

the electric company to deac-
tivate the power lines.

“We’re blessed. It could be 
so much worse. I remember 
so many storms in the past 
where it wasn’t just a tree 
down or some electric out,” 
Ransey said.

Ransey is also a teacher at 
Nor th Calloway Elementa-
ry School. She said many of 
her co-workers have reached 
out to her to make sure she’s 
okay. Although nothing can 
be cleaned up yet, she said 
many people have offered to 
help her.

“My principal has reached 
out personally, and some 
other [school] members say-
ing, ‘When you star t clean-
ing up the trees, let us know. 

We can help,’ ” Ransey said. 
“Being a woman and living in 
a home by yourself is hard. 
I’m not used to this kind of 
labor, so I’ll definitely reach 
out to help and take advan-
tage of those people of fer-
ing.”

Ransey was not the only 
one af fected by storm dam-
age in Calloway County, and 
Ryan Mitchum is helping 
his older friends pick up the 
debris in their driveways and 
yards.

“Basically, we’ve just been 
going around cleaning out 
driveways, mainly for elderly 
people that can’t do it them-
selves, and just trying to help 
out,” Mitchum said.

Mitchum is the owner of 

Kenn-Tenn Landscaping. 
He said that he had to cut 
through trees in his driveway 
to leave his house. His team 
took the day off to help those 
in need.

After making a Facebook 
post of fering to help oth-
ers, he said he kept getting 
tagged in other people’s posts 
to help them clean up for free.

“It’s just something I feel 
like the Lord tells me to do. I 
get my Bible [out] every once 
in a while and [read] Prov-
erbs 3:27. If you don’t know 
it, look it up. I try to live by 
that,” Mitchum said.

We s t  K e n t u c k y  R u r a l 
Electric Cooperative, which 
serves many counties in west-
ern Kentucky, including Cal-

loway County, announced the 
storm had caused widespread 
outages, affecting more than 
15,000 members. By 1 p.m. 
on Thursday, Aug. 20, only 
5,000 members remained 
without power.

“Last night’s storm hit our 
service territory hard. Oper-
ations, dispatch and man-
agement teams immediately 
began assessing damage and 
assigning crews to resto-
ration efforts,” David Smart, 
the president and CEO at 
WKRECC, said in a news 
release. “Our full restoration 
team has worked through-
out the night, and along with 
other crews, we will contin-
ue working until all power is 
restored.”
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discussed among other 
topics. Johnna Dejarnett, 
school district assis-
tant superintendent and 
CFO, presented options 
for the rate at that meet-
ing, and a presentation 
at Thursday’s meeting.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h e 
options presented to 
the board were a “4%” 
rate — referring to a 
4% increase in revenue 
— of 52.9 cents for real 
property and 53.3 cents 
for tangible proper ty, 
a compensating rate 
of 50.9 cents for real 
property and 51.8 cents 
for tangible proper ty, 
and the prior year rate 
selected by the board. 
After adjustments, the 
4% rate would have cre-
ated a net general fund 
increase of $1.2 million 
while the compensating 
rate would have created 
an increase of $184,000. 
The prior year rate 
chosen by the board is 
expected to create a net 
general fund increase of 
$682,000.

In an inter view fol-
lowing the meeting, 
Superintendent Josh 
Hunt commented on the 
board’s decision making 
process in maintaining 
the prior rate.

“Our board is want-
ing to kind of establish 
a baseline for our citi-
zens,” Hunt said. “ ‘This 
is what you pay in school 
taxes, and we can func-
tion of f of the money 
that’s coming in.’ And I 
think they were adamant 

about that. If we had 
taken the 4%, it would 
have moved the tax 
rate up a little bit. Prob-
ably not a great deal to 
affect a lot of folks, but 
the idea that we would 
be raising taxes is not 
something we wanted 
to have to do if we don’t 
have to do it. The reve-
nue that we’ll generate 
by holding the tax rate 

the same is suf ficient, 
and we want to show our 
community that we can 
operate off of sufficient 
funds.”

Hunt said the dis-
trict has a healthy tax 
base, which is one of 
the factors that allows 
McCracken to maintain 
the same rate while still 
collecting sufficient rev-
enue.

“We know growth is 
coming in our commu-
nity, and we’ll continue 
to add to that,” Hunt 
said. “I think we should 
be able to function with-
in our own means, and 
that’s worked for some 
time. We’ve been in that 
vicinity of a tax rate with-
out raising it, and we just 
want to continue to do 
that. To hold it at last 

year’s rate — it worked 
— and it will provide 
some additional reve-
nue for us that will allow 
us to do things that we 
need to do. We’re bless-
ed to have a good com-
munity that suppor ts 
us, a good tax base that 
supports us, and a future 
ahead that’s something 
to be excited about.”

Hunt also explained 
that while in previous 
years the rate would 
only require one vote, 
new state law requires 
that it be proposed first, 
then voted on at the fol-
lowing meeting. He said 

because the rate does 
not increase revenue 
over 4%, the board is not 
required to hold a public 
hearing for the rate.

“Instead of us coming 
in tonight and saying 
‘we’re setting the tax 
rate and voting on that,’ 
we recommend the tax 
rate,” Hunt said. “Then 
there has to be a time 
where it’s adver tised, 
goes out, and the public 
has a chance to see that 
and then come back the 
next meeting and would 
have the oppor tunity 
to speak about it if they 
wanted to.”
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Left: Many trees lay on the ground in front of Ransey’s 
home, with some pinning down power lines on Aug. 20.

Photos by ZOE LEWIS | The Sun
Above: There were live electrical wires on Ransey’s driveway after 
the storm on Aug. 20.

Superintendent Josh Hunt speaks at the McCracken 
County Schools Board of Education meeting on Aug. 20.

Photos by BEN OVERBY | The Sun
Johnna Dejarnett, school district assistant superintendent and CFO, presents tax 
rate information at Thursday’s meeting.

The agency also deter-
mined that a large mac-
roburst occurred across 
northeast Carlisle and 
northern Graves Coun-
ties, with widespread 
straight line winds of 80 
to 105 mph. NWS consid-
ered this a “prime exam-
ple” of such winds being 
more intense in terms 
of magnitude and wide-
spread, “causing far more 
damage than the tornado 
itself actually did.”
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2 | 14 to 16oz. USDA Choice or Better
Bone-In Rib Eye Steaks

1 lb. | 81% Lean or Better Ground Beef
(Frozen 1 lb. Bag)

2 lb. | Center Cut Pork Chops

2 lb. | Our Famous
Buckboard Bacon

2 lb. | Boneless, Skinless
Chicken Breast

(Packaging to portion size & freezer wrapped FREE)
No more than one of each item - Price/Qty subject to change.

BUILD YOUR OWN BUNDLE! MIX & MATCH!

Est. 1924

102
YEARS

Yes! We have GIFT CARDS!

All our bundles are cut fresh daily and vacuum packed. No need to
pre-order. Just come in and tell us the bundle you want and we will

have you on your way. No waiting, as we cut 50 or more bundles daily.

OFFER GOOD
August 18th to 24th
CLOSED SUNDAY

Visit Us at: www.hughesmarket.com

HUGHES
8705 Ogden Landing Rd.
West Paducah, KY 42086

270-488-3556

PRICES AND QUANTITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

MARKET & MEAT
PROCESSING INC.

MINI BUNDLE

WE ACCEPT EBT
& ILLINOIS LINKS

1/2 Unit Whole Unit
5 lb. 10 lb. Ground Chuck (1 Lb. Packs)
4 lb. 8 lb. Chopped Sirloin Patties
4 lb. 8 lb. Beef Patties
4 lb. 8 lb. Arm Roast
2.5 lb. 5 lb. Round Steak
2 lb. 4 lb. T-Bone Steaks
2 lb. 4 lb. New York Strip Steaks
2.5 lb. 5 lb. Boneless Top Sirloin Steaks
8 lb. 16 lb. Boneless Pork Chops
6 lb. 12 lb. Center Cut Pork Chops
10 lb. 20 lb. Mixed Cut Chops
11 lb. 22 lb. First Cut Pork Chops
5 lb. 10 lb. Ozark Pride Ham
8 lb. 16 lb. Boneless Pork Loin Roast
8 lb. 16 lb. Pork Steak or Pork Roast
8 lb. 16 lb. Pork Cutlets or Pork Patties
10 lb. 20 lb. Country Style Ribs
4 lb. 8 lb. Platter Sliced Bacon
7.5 lb. 15 lb. Pork Sausage
2.5 lb. 5 lb. Minute Steaks
10 lb. 20 lb. Whole Fryers or 8-pc Cut-Up Fryers
20 lb. 40 lb. Chicken Leg Quarters (4 Pk)
5 lb. 10 lb. Breaded Chicken Strips (5 Lb. Pk)
5 lb. 10 lb. Breaded Chicken Patties
5 lb. 10 lb. Ozark Pride Deli Sliced Ham (1 Lb. Pk.)

$4700
TOTAL COST

$270
PICK 6 FOR

$135
PICK 3 FOR

ALL OUR MEAT PRODUCTS THAT ARE FREEZER WRAPPED COME WITH A 2-YEAR GUARANTEE NOT TO FREEZER BURN!


