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Kentucky’s two largest 
cities took action Tues-
day afternoon to begin 
considering zoning reg-
ulations to control — or 
potentially ban — pow-
er-intensive hyperscale 
data centers.

On Tuesday, Lexing-
ton Urban County Coun-
cil suspended legislative 
rules to enact a morato-
rium on applications for 
data centers through 
Oct. 31 and work on zon-
ing amendments to reg-
ulate data centers.

Lexington counci l 
member Emma Curtis 
told the Lantern con-
cern surrounding a data 
center developer buy-
ing a local data center 
property, with intentions 
to expand the data cen-
ter’s footprint, led to the 
council swiftly passing 
the moratorium.

“This is a case of an 
issue being expedited 
because of constituent 
concern and advocacy,” 
Curtis said. “The people 
that we represent made 
it known to us that they 
don’t want that expan-
sion. They don’t want 
these types of data cen-
ters in Fayette County, 
so we acted.”

In a statement, Lex-
ington Mayor Linda 
Gor ton said she sup-

ported the data center 
moratorium to give the 
city more time to see 
what local controls are 
needed.

“We need to think 
very carefully about data 
centers,” Gor ton said. 
“They do not produce 
many jobs, and have 
the potential to increase 
utility costs on local res-
idents, as well as other 
concerns. I support very 
tight controls.”

Gorton also said the 
city does not suppor t 
public incentives for the 
data center developer 
seeking to expand the 
local data center prop-
erty.

Also T uesday,  the 
Louisville Metro Plan-
n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n 
released a draft ordi-
nance regulating the 
siting of data centers — 
banning any data center 
that’s more than 500,000 
s q u a r e  f e e t  w h i l e 
restricting facilities over 
250,000 square feet to 
industrial areas.

The state has been 
home to smaller data 
centers  tha t  power 
online ser vices includ-
ing digital cloud stor-
age, but with a wave of 
ar tificial intelligence 
investment, sprawling 
data centers termed as 
“hyperscale” that can 
consume the electric-

ity equivalent of entire 
power plants have been 
bu i l t  and  pr oposed 
across the country.

The  s ize  o f  such 
hyperscale data cen-
ters can vary, reaching 
millions of square feet 
in size. The Interna-
tional Data Corporation 
defines such a center 
as having at minimum 
5,000 servers and 10,000 
square feet of  f loor 
space. The Louisville 
Planning Commission 
in March had approved 
a 1.6 million-square-
foot data center in West 
Louisville despite local 
pushback, and a sepa-
rate Louisville commit-
tee tabled a data center 
moratorium earlier this 
month.

B r i a n  D a v i s ,  t h e 
director of Louisville’s 
of fice of planning, said 
the goal of the pro-
posed regulations is to 
have “clear, achievable 
standards that provide 
transparency and clarity 
for both residents and 
potential developers.”

“ T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s 
reflect extensive com-
munity feedback and 
are designed to support 
responsible investment 
while protecting Louis-
ville’s long-term inter-
ests,” Davis said in a 
statement.

Louisville residents 

have 30 days to submit 
public comments on the 
draft regulations before 
they are presented to 

Louisville Metro Council.

This article was originally 
published by the Kentucky 

Lantern, a nonprofit 
news site covering state 
government and politics, at 
kentuckylantern.com.
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MURRAY — The city of 
Murray’s Planning Commis-
sion held a special meeting 
and public hearing Tuesday to 
discuss a draft ordinance that 
would establish regulations for 
data centers.

While there is no of ficial 
proposal for a data center in 
Murray, the planning commis-
sion said the meeting aimed 
to discuss a plan and be pre-
pared in case such a proposal 
is made.

However, during the pub-
lic hearing, many people who 
spoke felt that the meeting 
was an invitation for proposals.

“We feel frustrated, we feel 
angry that this is here and that 
we’ve got a week’s notice to 
read over 25 pages and some-
how become experts in data 
centers,” Sue Hood, resident 
of Murray, said. “We’re fear-
ful of them, and we don’t want 
them in Murray.”

Residents said they wanted 
further action from the com-
mission, such as a moratorium 
to study the impacts of data 
centers around the nation.

”What y’all are going to do 
affects our life,” one commu-
nity member said. “You know 
what to do, you know what’s 

right, you know what’s wrong. 
So do it.”

Out of the dozens of locals 
who made public statements, 
one traveled from house to 
house to meet with commis-
sioners. Editor-in-Chief of the 
Daily Mississippian, Raegan 
Settle, is originally from Mur-
ray and came back to advocate 

for stronger regulations on 
data centers.

“You have the unique oppor-
tunity and responsibility to 
protect Murray’s future,” Set-
tle said.

She said she has witnessed 
the effects of data centers in 
Mississippi and didn’t want to 
see the same thing happen in 

her hometown.
“I received calls and emails 

from these people, which have 
brought me to tears,” she said. 
“You will inevitably receive 
those calls from the citizens 
of Murray. You, however, will 
have to sit with the guilt that 
we could have done more to 
prevent them had we imposed 

more prohibitive regulations.”
After the hearing, the com-

missioners went into recess 
— there was no vote or deci-
sion made and commission-
ers declined to comment. The 
community’s feedback and 
the ordinance will go to the 
Murray City Council for fur-
ther review.
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Many locals came out to hear from commissioners and express their concerns on June 9.
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MURRAY — Angela 

Claxton, 49, an admin-
istrative assistant in 
the Branding, Market-
ing and Communica-
tion Of fice at Murray 
State University, died 
in Buchanan, Tennes-
see, on June 5. Police 
say her death is being 
investigated as a homicide.

According to  a  socia l  media 
release from the Henr y County 
Sherif f ’s Office, police arrested two 
men in connection with the crime.

K e n n e t h  C l a x -
ton, 50, was ar rest-
ed in Buchanan and 
charged with conspir-
acy to commit murder.

T rav i s  R yan ,  21 , 
was arrested in Dres-
den and charged with 
f irst -degree murder 
a n d  c o n s p i r a c y  t o 
commit murder.

The suspects will be held without 
bond pending arraignment, which is 
set for June 11.

The investigation remains ongo-
ing.

Two men arrested in connection 
with death of MSU employee

Kenneth 
Claxton

Travis  
Ryan

Entries are open now through December 21, 2026.
Beginning February 23, one Changemaker will be selected

every two weeks. No purchase necessary.

Nominate an Individual or
group/organization

www.wpsdlocal6.com/contests/

Who’s Making a
Difference in Our

Community?


