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GRAVES COUNTY — 
Law enforcement arrested 
two teens Saturday after 
one allegedly pointed a 
gun with a laser attach-
ment through the window 
of a girl he had been com-
municating with via Snap-
chat.

Graves County Sher-
if f Jon Hayden said the 
17-year-old girl told inves-
tigators she had never 
met the suspect in person 
before and didn’t know 
why he showed up at her 
house.

“She didn’t know a last 
name, only knew a first 
name or a first name that 
the individual gave her,” 
Hayden said. “She didn’t 
know for sure who he 
was, other than ‘I’ve been 
communicating with him 
on Snapchat.’ ”

Hayden said this is a 
prime example of why 
people should be cau-
tious on social media, 
especially with adoles-
cents.

“ T h i s  c o u l d  h a v e 
turned out to be really 
bad, and we’re so thank-
ful that it didn’t,” Hayden 
said.  “As parents,  we 
need to educate our kids 
about the dangers of who 
you’re talking to online.”

Brittney Gilham, clin-
ical practitioner at Four 
Rivers Behavioral Health, 
said meeting someone 
online always has risks.

“Anytime you’re form-
ing a  new bond,  you 
can also form unhealthy 
bonds,” Gilham said.

Dr. Heath Cates, pedi-
atrician at Baptist Health 
Paducah, said he has 
seen firsthand how chil-
dren can get targeted 
online.

“ I ’ve  taken care  o f 
patients that have walked 
through some very dan-
gerous situations where 
that person wasn’t just 
being untruthful, they’re 
trying to put that child at 
risk,” Cates said.

Cates said even if you 
feel a bond or friendship 
with someone online, you 
shouldn’t blindly tr ust 
that person.

“You’ve got all these 
fun things that you talk 
about, but at the end of 
the day, you really don’t 
know who that person is 

on the other side of the 
screen, and they may not 
be who they say that they 
are,” Cates said.

Hayden said Graves 
County deputies respond-
ed to the scene within 
four minutes of the call 
and found two males in 
a car in the girl’s drive-
way at around 4:30 a.m. 
According to Hayden, the 
driver exited the vehicle 
for questioning; howev-
er, the passenger then 
moved into the driver’s 
seat and fled the scene.

“There was a pursuit 
that went a pretty good 
distance over into the 
southern part of Graves 
County, close to the Ten-
nessee l ine,”  Hayden 
said.  “At some point , 
the deputies had to PIT 
(maneuver) the vehicle 
to get it to stop.”

The driver then fled 
on foot  before  being 
detained and identified 
as 19-year-old Dequavion 
Yarbrough of Humboldt, 
Tennessee.

During a search of the 
vehicle, deputies found 
a stolen semi-automat-
ic gun with a laser sight 
attachment that fit the 
girl’s description.

Hayden said Yarbrough 
admitted to the deputies 
that he traveled from Ten-
nessee to Graves County 
to see the girl he met on 
Snapchat with his friend, 
18-year-old Jayen Ayers 
from Milan, Tennessee. 
Ayers, who was left at the 
scene, was charged with 
third-degree criminal tres-
passing.

Hayden said Yarbrough 

also admitted to using 
marijuana and other drugs 
just hours before the pur-
suit.

Yarbrough’s charges are 
as follows:

•	 First -degree wan-
ton endangerment — five 
counts

•	 DUI — first offense
•	 First -degree f lee-

ing or evading police in a 
motor vehicle

•	 No operator’s license
•	 Third-degree fleeing 

or evading police on foot
•	 Rece iv ing  s to len 

property
•	 First-degree criminal 

mischief
•	 Third-degree crimi-

nal trespass
•	 Possession of a syn-

thetic drug
•	 Possession of mari-

juana
•	 Other traffic offenses
As of the time of publica-

tion, Ayers and Yarbrough 
are incarcerated, and 
the Graves County Sher-
iff ’s Office’s investigation 
remains ongoing.

“We hope to find out 
what their motives were, 
but the fact that they were 
armed with a semi-au-
tomatic handgun — that 
was actually a stolen gun 
with a laser sight on it — 
pointing it at this juvenile 
female through a window 
in the home is very con-
cerning,” Hayden said.

Officials urge social media 
safety after Snapchat incident

Deputies arrest 
Tennessee teen 

after armed 
encounter at 
girl’s home
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Snapchat is a popular social 
media platform where the 
17-year-old girl alleges her 
only previous interactions 
with Dequavion Yarbrough 
took place.
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Dr. Heath Cates says he has worked with many children 
who have been targeted online and urges parents to be 
aware of their kids’ social media activity.
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Graves County Sheriff Jon 
Hayden says he’s pleased 
with how quickly his depu-
ties responded to the scene.
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Fewer Kentucky children were 
living in poverty in 2024 than 2019, 
right before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but nearly one in five kids 
still lack the resources they need to 
thrive.

That’s according to the latest Kids 
Count Data Book, released Monday 
by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 
The annual report looks at indica-
tors of wellbeing including educa
tion, health, economic success and 
community and family measures.

The data in the 2026 report pri-
marily compares 2019 and 2024. 
The foundation gave each state a 
score between 0 and 1,000. Ken-
tucky received a score of 498, 
which is worse than the national 
score of 547 but better than 2019, 
when it received a 465.

Kentucky is still the 36th state in 
the nation when it comes to child 
welfare, making it one of the worst 
places to be a child.

The commonwealth’s neigh-
bors are a mixed bag. Kentucky 
is doing better by its children than 
West Virginia and Tennessee but 
worse than Illinois, Indiana and 
Ohio.

Shannon Moody, the incoming 
executive director of Kentucky 
Youth Advocates, said fewer “kids 
living in homes that are in poverty 
is always a great thing for Ken-
tucky.”

“What we’re continuing to keep 
an eye on is how families are 
being impacted now, right now, 
with affordability of basic needs: 
Groceries, gas, housing and child-
care continue to be something that 
we’ll be watching,” she said. “I’m 
really looking forward to seeing 
what continues to arise when it 
comes to that, whether or not we’ll 
see things trend back downward.”

The data, though it was just 
released, is still two years old, and 
much has changed. In 2025, Con-
gress cut Medicaid spending over 
10 years by $880 billion as part of 
the sweeping One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act.

That same budget package made 
recent foster care youth, among oth-
ers, no longer exempt from work 
requirements to receive food bene-
fits for themselves and their families 
through the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP). Nearly 
half of the people who receive SNAP 
assistance in Kentucky are under 
the age of 18.

“It’s 2024 data. We did not begin 
to see the impacts of the pandemic 
funding being reduced — We’re see-
ing that now in our biennial budget,” 
Moody said. “I’m glad to see in 2024 
less kids were living in homes in 
poverty, and we need to continue 
being vigilant about how we are sup-
porting kids and families … whether 
it’s safety net programs or ensur-
ing that there is affordability among 
those basic needs.”

BY THE NUMBERS
Other takeaways in the report 

include:
• About 67% of fourth grade stu-

dents in Kentucky were not pro-
ficient in reading from 2020-2024. 
That’s worse than the four years 
prior, when it averaged at 59%.

• About 67% of eight grade stu-
dents in Kentucky lacked math pro-
ficiency in 2024, worse than 2019, 

when about 65% lacked proficiency. 
The national average was about 70% 
in 2024. These proficiency points are 
“very concerning,” Moody said.

• Kentucky’s rate of high school 
students graduating on time 
improved in the 2023-2024 school 
year. About 8% of students didn’t 
graduate on time, down from 9%. 
In this, Kentucky is better than the 
national average, which was at 13% 
in ‘23-’24.

• Childhood pover ty has 
decreased, but is still worse than 
national averages. In 2024, 19% of 
children in Kentucky lived in pov-
erty, compared with 15% nationally. 
That’s a decline from 22% in Ken-
tucky and 17% nationally in 2022.

• About 63% of Kentucky chil-
dren ages 3 and 4 weren’t in school 
between 2020-2024. The four years 
prior, 2015-2019, that number was 
at 59%. In both blocks of time, more 
Kentucky children in this age group 
were out of school than national 
averages (52% and 54% respective-
ly).

• Teen births declined in 2024 to 
about 3,000.

• The number of children without 
health insurance was at 5% in 2024, 
worse than 4% in 2019.

• The number of babies born 
underweight increased to nearly 9% 
(8.8%) in 2024, slightly worse than 
8.7% in 2019.

POLICIES THAT COULD HELP
As Kentucky lawmakers kick off 

their interim legislative session and 
look ahead to 2027, there are plenty 
of opportunities to make the com-
monwealth safer for kids, Moody 
said.

Key among those opportunities: 
Ensure access to affordable and 
accessible housing, she said.

“We know that if there is a safe 
place for kids to lay their head every 
night and it’s consistent, that has 
resounding impacts on their ability 
to focus in school and to regulate 
their emotions,” Moody said. “It’s 
good for both their mental and phys-
ical health, as well as their educa-
tion.”

Ensuring access to food for kids is 
crucial as well, she said.

“I’m hopeful that we won’t see 
any reduction in access to those 
programs, especially for our littlest 
kids, whether it be WIC or SNAP 
or school meals, because we know 
that access to food is essential for 
our overall well-being,” Moody said. 
“Especially if they are accessing 
school meals and summer meal pro-
grams, we want them to be able to 
continue to do that for their well-be-
ing.”

This article was originally published 
by the Kentucky Lantern, a nonprofit 
news site covering state government 
and politics, at kentuckylantern.com.

Report: Child poverty down  
in state; education, health lag
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Youth ask questions during Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Day in Frankfort on 
March 4.

Veteran & Family
Owned BusinessWE BILL INSURANCE ON MOST ITEMS.

We Guarantee The
Lowest Price On
Same Items!

Largest Showroom in Western KY. - 7400 Sq. Foot!

7654 Eagle Way,
Hopkinsville, KY 42240
www.gophm.com

PROVIDING
THE SUPPORT
YOU NEED!

WE SERVICEWHAT WE SELL& BEAT THEINTERNET!
$699& Up

VOTED “BEST MEDICAL SUPPLIER IN
WESTERN KENTUCKY” 11 YEARS IN A ROW

SERVING PADUCAH AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

Scooter & Power Wheelchair Vehicle lifts, Turn-Out Seats,
Hand Controls, Stair Lifts, Platform Lifts, Ramps-Portable and Modular

800-445-8002

• Oxygen, CPAP, Bi-Pap & Ventilators • Rehab, Power & Standard Wheelchairs • 1000s of Other Items in Stock

SERVI

SPRIN
G

SALE

AREA

SPRINGSALE

$739
& Up

FOLDING PORTABLE CARBON
POWER WHEELCHAIR

ONLY
$1,949

3 & 4
WHEEL

SCOOTERS

LIFT CHAIRS

Local
Service

Years
40

Portable Oxygen
Concentrators Only

$1,399
(Only weighs 4 lbs.)


