
hen my kids were
little they used to
ask me, “Who do

you like best?”
There’s really

no way to answer
that. How can
you say, “Some
days you and
some days your
sister?”

Or: “Neither of
you when you’re
fighting with
each other over
hair scrunchies.”

Even the standard “I
like both of you
equally” doesn’t satisfy
a child’s question about
who’s Mom’s favorite.

As a parent, I know
that if the house was on
fire and I could save
only one child, I
couldn’t choose. Thank-
fully, that has never
happened so I’ve never
had to choose one over
the other.

But my daughters
weren’t interested in
hypothetical life or
death favoritism, but
the everyday “Who do
you like best?”

One day we were in
the market. Laura was
about 7 when she said
in great earnestness,
“Mom. You have to pick
this time. Who do you
like best?”

In a rare moment of
wisdom I told her, “Of
all my kids 7 and under,
I like you the best, and
of all my kids over 7 I
like your sister the
best.”

It’s a good thing I
only have two kids.

Then she asked,
“What about Dad? Do
you like him better than

us?”
“Well, of all

the people I’m
married to, I like
him best,” I said,
“and I’ve already
told you which
kid I like best.”

“What about
God,” she asked.
“Do you like
Him better than

us?”
“Well,” I said, “of all

the people in heaven, I
like God best. Of all the
people I’m married to
….”

Then she asked, “Can
I have a dollar for
gum?”

Kids! What was God
thinking when He
invented them?

I was thinking about
my daughter’s question
the other day when I
came across a satirical
news story about a man
in Minnesota named
Bill Halberstam.

Apparently, he had
been identified by the-
ologians as “God’s new
favorite person on the
planet, the latest in a
line that reaches all the
way back to John the
Beloved (disciple).”

The story said that in
every age God chose a
particular person as His
very favorite. At one
time it was a house
church pastor in China,
and before him it was a
cleaning woman in

Uruguay.
As the favorite dies,

God chooses a new one.
Currently, it’s Bill Hal-
berstam.

and I loved it.
When I was younger,

with three other sib-
lings in the family all
competing for Mom and
Dad’s attention, I often
wondered if I mattered.

Am I somebody’s
favorite? Is there some-
body who likes me
best?

As I got older, those
questions became more
intense.

I was never one of the
cool kids. I was some-
what of a loner in high
school. I was never
asked to the prom.

It wasn’t until I was
23 that I read the words
of the psalmist for the
first time: “How pre-
cious are your thoughts
about me — they can-
not be numbered.”

Me?
Maybe kids ask “Who

do you like best?”
because deep down all
of us want to know the
same thing.

Adults too.
We want to know

whether we are seen.
Wanted. Chosen.

And somehow, the
answer God gives each
of us is yes.

I love you best.
I always have.
I always will.
 
Contact Nancy Kennedy at

352-564-2927 (leave a mes-
sage) or email at
nkennedy@chronicleon-
line.com.

The favorite child
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W
ne of the funniest
stories I’ve heard
in a while is about

the especially
handsome man
who decided it
was his God-given
responsibility to
marry an
extraordinarily
beautiful woman
so they could
have the best-
looking children
ever.

He happened
onto a farmer who had
three breathtakingly
gorgeous daughters. So
he explained to the
farmer his mission, and
asked permission to
marry one of his
daughters. The farmer
agreed, telling him to
look them over and take
his pick.

After a very close
inspection of the first
young lady, the man
told the farmer, “She’s
just a wee bit pigeon-
toed.”

After closely inspect-
ing the second young
lady, the man told the
farmer, “She’s just a
wee bit cross-eyed.”

After a close inspec-
tion of the third young
lady, the man told the
farmer, “She’s abso-
lutely perfect. She’s
the one I want to
marry.” So, they were
wed right away.
Months later the baby
was born -- a very ugly
baby.

The man asked his

father-in-law how such a
thing could have hap-
pened, considering the
incredible good looks of
the parents.

“Well,” the
farmer explained,
"she was a just a
wee bit pregnant
when you mar-
ried her.”

That old story
reminds us of
what God had to
say when Samuel
was sent out to
anoint one of the
sons of Jesse as

king of Israel. Samuel
looked at some of the
big, strong, handsome
older sons and thought,
surely one of these is
God’s choice. But, it
turned out to be the
youngest son, David, a
scrawny little fellow
who spent most of his
time out on the hillsides
tending the sheep. God
explained it this way:
“Man looketh on the
outward appearance, but
the Lord looketh on the
heart” (I Samuel 16:7).

Divorce courts are
crowded with people

who chose their spouses
based on outward
appearance rather than
on the beauty of their
hearts.

The Bible offers a
great deal of guidance
about how to judge
beauty, warning it’s not
about the latest hairdos,
fancy dresses or fine
jewelry.

“Do not let your
adorning be external –
the braiding of hair and
the putting on of gold
jewelry or the clothing
you wear – but let your
adorning be the hidden
person of the heart with
the imperishable beauty
of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which in God’s
sight is very precious”
(1 Peter 3:3-4).

Someone once said,
“beauty comes in all
sizes – not just size 5.”
That fictitious hand-
some man mentioned in
the opening tale here
probably would say a
hardy “amen” to that.

 
Reach Roger Alford at 502-

514-6857 or rogeral-
ford1@gmail.com.

Handsome man, beautiful
woman have ugly baby
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

UNIFIED COURT OF JUSTICE

OWEN CIRCUIT COURT

CIVIL ACTION # 26-CI-00036

INDEPENDENT CAPITAL HOLDINGS, LLC ) PLAINTIFF) VS.
NOTICE OF SALE

HEIRS OF ROBERT H. SAWYER, JR. ETAL.) DEFENDANTS

* * * * * *
By virtue of a Judgment and Order of Sale rendered in the Owen
Circuit Court on the 15th day of September, 2026, I will sell at
public auction to the highest and best bidder on the front steps of
the Owen County Courthouse, 100 North Thomas Street,
Owenton, Kentucky at the hour of 10:00, a.m. on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, 2026, the following described property:

Being Lot # 3 (Three) 11.4848 acres, more or less, in the Harney
Farm Land Division in Owen County, Kentucky as shown on the
plat of said subdivision of record in Plat Cabinet 1, Slide 304 in
the Office of the Owen County Clerk.

There is imposed a 109’ set back line from the center of New
Liberty Sparta Road and a 40’ set back line from the center of the
private road known as Hawthorne Lane and no building or struc-
ture shall be erected within such set back from the center of the
New Liberty Sparta Road and/or the private road known as
Hawthorne Lane.

This property is subject to an easement of 60’ for the private road
known as Hawthorne Lane and a 50’ easement for utilities and
roadway expansion.

This property is conveyed subject to all easements, restrictions,
requirements and regulations in common with other owners of
property in the Haney Farm Division and listed in the deed cited
below.

Being the same property conveyed to Robert H. Sawyer, Jr., un-
married, by deed of Steven W. Aulbach and Karen Aulbach, hus-
band and wife, dated October 4, 2000 and recorded in Deed Book
212, page 442 in the Owen County Clerk’s Office.

The amount of money to be raised and for which this sale is be-
ing made is the sum of $6,763.86 adjudged due to plaintiff on its
first lien on the property, together with interest thereon at the rate
of 12% per annum, from the date of sale, until paid.

The real estate shall be sold on the terms of 10% cash at the time
of the sale, with the balance payable within 30 days, except that
the deposit shall be waived if plaintiff is the successful bidder. Any
purchaser, other than the plaintiff shall be required to execute
bond, with surety thereon acceptable to the Master Commission-
er, to secure the unpaid balance of the purchase price, and said
bond shall bear interest at the rate of 6% per annum from the
date of the sale until paid, and shall have the same force and ef-
fect as a judgment and shall remain and be a lien on the property
until paid. The purchaser shall have the privilege of paying all or
part of the balance of the purchase price prior to the 30 day peri-
od.

It is further provided that the property sold contains insurable im-
provements and the successful bidder at said sale shall, at
bidder’s expense, procure a policy of fire and extended insurance
coverage on said improvements in the amount of the appraised
value, or the unpaid balance of the purchase price, whichever is
less, as a minimum, with a loss payable clause to the Commis-
sioner of the Owen Circuit Court or the plaintiff herein. Failure of
the

purchaser to effect such insurance shall not affect the validity of
the sale or the purchaser’s liability thereunder, but shall entitle,
but not require the plaintiff to effect said insurance and furnish the
policy, or evidence thereof to the Commissioner if it so desires,
and the premium thereon or a proper portion thereof shall be
charged to the purchaser as purchaser’s cost.

When the purchase price is paid in full, title will be conveyed to
the purchaser by commissioner’s deed.

The aforesaid real property shall be sold free and clear of any and
all liens and claims except the following:

a. All State and County real estate taxes payable on the property
for 2026 and thereafter;

b. Easements, restrictions and stipulations of record;

c. Assessments for public improvements levied against the prop-
erty;

d. Any facts which an inspection and accurate survey of the prop-
erty may

disclose.

For further information, see the Judgment, Order and pleadings of
record in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of Owen County.

 MARK R. COBB

MASTER COMMISSIONER

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
UNIFIED COURT OF JUSTICE
OWEN CIRCUIT COURT
CIVIL ACTION # 26-CI-00048

KENTUCKY HOUSING CORPORATION (PLAINTIFF)
VS. (NOTICE OF SALE)
MALIKI EDWARD ABNEY, ETAL. ( DEFENDANTS)

* * * * * *
By virtue of a Judgment and Order of Sale rendered in the Owen Circuit
Court on the 15th day of September, 2026, I will sell at public auction to
the highest and best bidder on the front steps of the Owen County Court-
house, 100 North Thomas Street, Owenton, Kentucky at the hour of
10:00, a.m. on Saturday, October 17, 2026, the following described
property:
Three small parcels or lots of real property lying approximately three
miles southeast of the City of Owenton in Owen County, Kentucky and
described and designated as follows:

Lots 91, 92 and 93, Section 1 in Hide-A-Way Hills Subdivision as
shown on the plat thereof of record in Plat Cabinet 1, Slide 37 in the
Owen County Clerk’s Office. Included in this sale is the manufactured
home located on and affixed to the real property.

Being the same property conveyed to Maliki Abney by deed dated
December 4, 2024 and recorded in Deed Book 276, page 565 in the
Owen County Clerk’s Office.

Property Address: 3105 Gratz Road, Owenton, KY 40359

Parcel Nos: 037-50-00-091.00; 037-50-00-092.00; 037-50-00-093.00

The amount of money to be raised and for which this sale is being
made is the sum of $87,204.08 adjudged due to plaintiff on its first lien
on the property, together with interest thereon at the rate of 5.75% per
annum, from September 15, 2026 until paid, plus attorney’s fees of
$3,900.00.
The real estate shall be sold on the terms of 10% cash at the time of the
sale, with the balance payable within 30 days, except that the deposit
shall be waived if plaintiff is the successful bidder. Any purchaser, oth-
er than the plaintiff shall be required to execute bond, with surety there-
on acceptable to the Master Commissioner, to secure the unpaid balance
of the purchase price, and said bond shall bear interest at the rate of
5.75% per annum from the date of the sale until paid, and shall have the
same force and effect as a judgment and shall remain and be a lien on
the property until paid. The purchaser shall have the privilege of paying
all or part of the balance of the purchase price prior to the 30 day period.
It is further provided that the property sold contains insurable improve-
ments and the successful bidder at said sale shall, at bidder’s expense,
procure a policy of fire and extended insurance coverage on said im-
provements in the amount of the appraised value, or the unpaid balance
of the purchase price, whichever is less, as a minimum, with a loss pay-
able clause to the Commissioner of the Owen Circuit Court or the
plaintiff herein. Failure of the purchaser to effect such insurance shall
not affect the validity of the sale or the purchaser’s liability thereunder,
but shall entitle, but not require the plaintiff to
effect said insurance and furnish the policy, or evidence thereof to the
Commissioner if it so desires, and the premium thereon or a proper por-
tion thereof shall be charged to the purchaser as purchaser’s cost.
When the purchase price is paid in full, title will be conveyed to the pur-
chaser by commissioner’s deed.
The aforesaid real property shall be sold free and clear of any and all li-
ens and claims except the following:
a. All State and County real estate taxes payable on the property for
2026 and thereafter;
b. Easements, restrictions and stipulations of record;

c. Assessments for public improvements levied against the property;

d. Any facts which an inspection and accurate survey of the property
may
disclose.
For further information, see the Judgment, Order and pleadings of re-
cord in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of Owen County.
MARK R. COBB

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
UNIFIED COURT OF JUSTICE
OWEN CIRCUIT COURT
CIVIL ACTION # 26-CI-00027

KENTUCKY HOUSING CORPORATION ) PLAINTIFF)
VS. ) NOTICE OF SALE)
KEITH M. HUBBARD, ETAL. ) DEFENDANTS

* * * * * *
By virtue of a Judgment and Order of Sale rendered in the Owen Circuit
Court on the 15th day of September, 2026, I will sell at public auction to
the highest and best bidder on the front steps of the Owen County Court-
house, 100 North Thomas Street, Owenton, Kentucky at the hour of
10:00, a.m. on Saturday, October 17, 2026, the following described
property:
Lying and being in Owen County, Kentucky on the east side of U.S.
Highway 127, 0.30 miles north of Beverly Lane and more particularly
described as follows, to-wit:

Unless otherwise stated any monument referred to as a set iron pin is a
½” iron pin with a cap stamped Leach 3407. All Mag Nails are 2” in
length with a yellow plastic washer stamped Leach 3407. The bearings
stated here are referred to Grid North (Kentucky North Zone).

Beginning at a point in the center of U.S. Highway 127 a corner to
Patrick & Brittany Boothe (D.B. 266, pg. 594); thence leaving said road
with the line of Boothe N 44° 07’19” E passing a found ½” iron pin with
no cap @ 43.92 feet for a total distance of 340.89 feet to a set iron pin;
thence leaving said line with 2 new made lines partitioning Grantor’s
property S 11° 08’08” E 336.30 feet to a set iron pin; thence S 73°
07’42” W passing a set iron pin @ 207.00 feet for a total distance of
230.13 feet to a point in the center of U.S. Highway 127; thence with the
center of said highway N 24° 56’30” W 56.32 feet to the place of begin-
ning, containing
1.510 acres more or less, exclusive of all right of way and easements of
record.

The above is a description in accordance with a survey made by W.
Thomas Leach with Tom Leach Land Surveying on the 28th March,
2023.

Being the same property conveyed to Keith M. Hubbard and Virginia M.
Hubbard, husband and wife, by deed dated June 27, 2024 and recorded
in Deed Book 275, page 265 in the Owen County Clerk’s Office.

Property Address: 11970 U.S. Highway 127 N, Glencoe KY 41046
Parcel No. 056-00-00-006.06

The amount of money to be raised and for which this sale is being made
is the sum of $197,357.96 adjudged due to plaintiff on its first lien on
the property, together with interest thereon at the rate of 3.75% per an-
num, from June 1, 2025 until paid, plus court costs and attorney’s fees of
$3,900.00.
The real estate shall be sold on the terms of 10% cash at the time of the
sale, with the balance payable within 30 days, except that the deposit
shall be waived if plaintiff is the successful bidder. Any purchaser, oth-
er than the plaintiff shall be required to execute bond, with surety there-
on acceptable to the Master Commissioner, to secure the unpaid balance
of the purchase price, and said bond shall bear interest at the rate of 6%
per annum from the date of the sale until paid, and shall have the same
force and effect as a judgment and shall remain and be a lien on the
property until paid. The purchaser shall have the privilege of paying all
or part of the balance of the purchase price prior to the 30 day period.
It is further provided that the property sold contains insurable improve-
ments and the successful bidder at said sale shall, at bidder’s expense,
procure a policy of fire and extended insurance coverage on said im-
provements in the amount of the appraised value, or the unpaid balance
of the purchase price, whichever is less, as a minimum, with a loss pay-
able clause to the Commissioner of the Owen Circuit Court or the
plaintiff herein. Failure of the purchaser to effect such insurance shall
not affect the validity of the sale or the purchaser’s liability thereunder,
but shall entitle, but not require the plaintiff to effect said insurance and
furnish the policy, or evidence thereof to the Commissioner if it so de-
sires, and the premium thereon or a proper portion thereof shall be
charged to the purchaser as purchaser’s cost.
When the purchase price is paid in full, title will be conveyed to the pur-
chaser by commissioner’s deed.
The aforesaid real property shall be sold free and clear of any and all li-
ens and claims except the following:
a. All State and County real estate taxes payable on the property for
2026 and thereafter;
b. Easements, restrictions and stipulations of record;

c. Assessments for public improvements levied against the property;

d. Any facts which an inspection and accurate survey of the property
may
disclose.
For further information, see the Judgment, Order and pleadings of record
in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of Owen County.
MARK R. COBB
MASTER COMMISSIONER
OWEN CIRCUIT COURT
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