THE

N

VOL. 156 - NO. 27

EWS

%Wi% @Wi& %&(mz‘(/ %}W /509

-HERALD

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 2026

Perjury trial stemming from Rogers case to be held in Owen County

BY PAXTON MEDIA

As per instructions issued last
week by Nelson Circuit Judge
Charles Simms III, attorneys in
the Nick Houck perjury trial
agreed Tuesday on a venue
change.

The trial is set for Nov. 9 in
Owenton at Owen Circuit Court
after an agreement by Common-
wealth’s Attorney Kyle William-
son and defense attorney
Michael Ferguson.

This is a similar move as what
occurred during last year’s
Crystal Rogers murder trials,
which were held at Warren Cir-
cuit Court in Bowling Green. In
that trial, Brooks Houck, Nick’s
brother, was found guilty of
murder and tampering with evi-
dence, and was sentenced to life

in prison. His accomplices,
Joseph Lawson and his father,
Steve Lawson, were also con-
victed of conspiracy to murder
and tampering with evidence and
were sentenced to 25 and 17
years in prison, respectively.

All three men are appealing
their convictions.

Nick Houck is charged with
first-degree perjury based on
statements made in court pro-
ceedings between July 2015 and
August 2023. Rogers went miss-
ing on July 4 weekend in 2015
and is presumed dead. Her body
has yet to be found.

Nick Houck was a Bardstown
Police officer at the time of
Rogers’ disappearance. He was
fired from the department in
2015 for interfering with the
investigation on behalf of his
brother.

He was arrested in June and
bonded out of jail shortly there-
after by his mother, Rosemary
Houck — has been charged with
first-degree perjury for state-
ments made during legal pro-
ceedings between July 2015 and
Aug. 2023, in relation to Rogers’
2015 disappearance and pre-
sumed murder. Rogers’ body was
never found, but Brooks Houck
was convicted of murder and
tampering with evidence in a
2025 trial, and accomplices
Joseph Lawson and his father,
Steve, were also convicted of
conspiracy to murder and evi-
dence tampering. Brooks Houck
was sentenced to life in prison,
while Joseph Lawson was sen-
tenced to 25 years and Steve
Lawson received a 17-year
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Nick Houck is show during his arraignment earlier this summer
after being arrested for perjury earlier this month on June 4.

The Owen County lines up for a group photo before the race.
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Owen County Elementary runners
excel in Cupcake Classic 3K

BY STAFF REPORTS

LEXINGTON — Several Owen
County Elementary cross country
runners excelled in the Cupcake
Classic 3K at Wellington Park on
Friday, Aug. 14.

A breakdown of the Owen County
Elementary cross country runners'
results from the Cupcake Classic 3K
follows. ‘

Overall Female: Bella Moran - 3rd. ¢ _—

Male 9 & Under: Paxton Gognat - R ol
1st, Holder Smith - 2nd, Case ( s
Perkins - 3rd. e

Female 9 & Under: Lorelei Brown ‘ N
- 1st.

9 & Under: Maddox Gognat - 1st,
Archie Sparrow - 2nd, Brantley
Smith - 3rd

The Owen County Elementary

cross country program is scheduled
to officially open its 2026 season in a
meet at Woodford County on Tues-
day, Aug. 25.

Photos courtesy of Owen County Elementary Cross Country

Many Owen County Elementary cross country runners thrived in the
Cupcake Classic 3K at Wellington Park in Lexington on Friday, Aug. 14.

District plans to cut studen

Staff breakfast kicks
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off new school year

BY ANN CARTER
CORRESPONDENT

The Owen County School District
kicked off opening day with its annual
Staff Appreciation Breakfast, a longs- |
tanding tradition that honors the dedi- |,
cation and hard work of all district
employees.

The event brought community mem-
bers together to show their support for

Photo furnished

Teachers take part in team building exercises during the annual Staff

Rebels to kick off

2026 season at
Carroll County

BY STAFF REPORTS

OWENTON — Owen
County is set to visit long-
time rival Carroll County for
its opening game in the 2026
high school football season
on Friday, Aug. 21.

The Rebels and Panthers
will meet for a non-district
matchup.

Owen County and Carroll
County are familiar foes.

Carroll County notched a
win over Owen County in a
2025 high school football
season opener, defeating the
Rebels 20-6.

Owen County is a mem-
ber of Class 2A, District 5.
The Rebels finished 2-8 in
the 2025 high school football
season. Head coach T] Wes-
selman guides the Rebels.

Owen County has addi-
tional regular season games
scheduled versus Grant
County, Dayton, Trimble
County, Beechwood, St.
Henry, Bracken County,
Walton-Verona, Gallatin
County and Eminence. The
Rebels are slated to host
Grant County (Class 4A,
District 4) for ahome opener
on Friday, Aug. 28.

Carroll County is a mem-
ber of Class 3A, District 5.
The Panthers compiled a 5-6
record in the 2025 high
school football season. Car-
roll County advanced to the
2025 KHSAA Class 3A Foot-
ball State Playoffs. Head
coach David Weston guides
the Panthers. Weston is
poised to lead Carroll County
in his first season as head
coach.

Carroll County has addi-
tional regular season games
scheduled versus Trimble
County, Grant County,
Anderson County, Nicholas
County, Henry County,
Pendleton County, Bourbon
County, Lloyd Memorial and
Gallatin County.

Both Owen County and
Carroll County opened pre-
season practice in July, fol-
lowing the conclusion of the
KHSAA Dead Period.

High school football teams
from throughout the area
and across the state are
headed into season openers.

Kickoff for the Owen
County-Carroll County game
is slated for 7:30 p.m. in Car-
rollton.

Attorney general
leads charge in
lawsuit against Meta

BY STAFF REPORTS

Ahead of opening state-
ments, Attorney General
Russell Coleman today
issued the following state-
ment as a bipartisan coali-
tion of attorneys general
began presenting their case
against Meta, formerly
Facebook, his office
announced.

Tuesday began a multi-
week trial in which Ken-
tucky, joined by the attor-
neys general of California,
Colorado, and New Jersey,
will prove the social media
giant knowingly designed
and deployed harmful fea-
tures on Facebook and
Instagram that drive com-
pulsive use of the platforms
by children and teens, while
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Russell Coleman

the public that its platforms
were safe for young users.
“This week, we’re in
court with the largest con-
sumer protection lawsuit in
American history. We’'ll
show a jury that Meta

SEE DISTRICT/PAGE A2 Appreciation Breakfast. falsely assuring parents and ~ SEE ATTORNEY/PAGE A2
CoMIcS A5 LOOKING BACK PHONE: 502-446-2537
CLASSIFIEDS A7 CLASSIFIED READER ADS: 502-732-4261
8 781120095

LEGAL NOTICE A7

PAGEA3

EMAIL: EDITOR@OWENTONNEWSHERALD.COM

6 45 2



