
The Grant County Fire-
balls B team is all smiles
after capturing the cham-
pionship bracket.

The sounds of cracking
bats, cheering fans and
softballs snapping into
leather gloves filled the air
last weekend as the Battle
in the Bluegrass Special
Olympics Softball Tourna-
ment returned to Owen
County.

Hosted by the Grant
County Special Olympics
team, the annual event
marked a milestone for
tournament organizer
Billy Brown, who cele-
brated his 15th year lead-
ing the inclusive tourna-
ment.

“The commitment from
friends, family, and the
community to come
together for this annual
event is amazing to say the
least.” Brown went on to
say, “It takes a village to
pull an event like this
together. It is truly a
blessing to be able to work
with these athletes,
coaches, and volunteers.”

The outpouring of sup-
port throughout the day
highlighted the strong
bonds within the Special
Olympics community, a
community united by a
shared love of athletics
and a commitment to
inclusion.

For volunteer umpire
Robb Chaney, the tourna-
ment is something he
looks forward to each
year.

“The pure excitement

from the teams, coaches
and fans just melts your
heart seeing them play,”
Chaney said.

One of the most mem-
orable moments of the day
came during play in the 2A
bracket, when the Grant
County Fireballs turned a
rare triple play against
Stewart Home School.

Darius Houston started 
the chain reaction by
catching a fly ball at
shortstop for the first out
before throwing to
Phoenix Smith at second
to double off a runner.
Smith then tagged another
runner attempting to
advance to complete the
triple play.

Field umpire Kevin
Welch described the play

as extraordinary, “I had
never seen a triple play
live before and I’m not
sure I’ll have the opportu-
nity to see another. I wish
we would have had instant
replay so we could all
watch it over and over
again.”

Welch went on to say,
“These athletes are
incredible and it was an
honor to watch them do
what they do best!”

As the tournament con-
cluded, the lasting mem-
ories were not only the
great plays on the field but
also the smiles, high-fives
and friendships that made
the Battle in the Bluegrass
another successful exam-
ple of the Special
Olympics spirit.

Fireballs turn rare triple play vs. Stewart Home School
BY ANN CARTER
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Shortstop Darius Houston, who snagged a fly ball to
begin a rare triple play by the Grant County Fireballs
during their game against Stewart Home School.
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Patrice Tucker, Jase Smith and Amanda Bass play the field for Grant County Fireballs.
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Robb Chaney, Jude Canchola, Gabby Welch and Kevin Welch serve as volunteer
umpires during the tournament.
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AUCTIONEERS: H. BARRY SMITH, CAI, JIMMY WILLARD, CAI, SHAWN WILLARD, CAI,
COURTNEY ROBERTS, TODD BARLOW, DEAN BURK, ROB WINLOCK, JEFF RIGGLE, CAI,
PATRICK HARGADON.

A WILLARD AUCTIONS COMPANY
H.BARRY SMITH, REALTORS AND AUCTIONEERS
88 BRUNERSTOWN ROAD, SHELBYVILLE, KY.

502-633-2746 888-631-2746
Auctioneers: H. Barry Smith (CAI), Jimmy Willard (CAI), Shawn Willard (CAI), Jeff Riggle

(CAI), Patrick Hargadon, Todd Barlow, Rob Winlock, Dean Burk, Courtney Roberts

LOT #1: 80 MAPLE AVENUE AND 111 LOUAVENUE, EMINENCE, KY., 40019. THIS IS A LARGE LOT THAT FRONTS ON MAPLE AVENUE AND
LOUAVENUEWITH A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE ANDA MOBILE HOME. THE HOUSE AT 80 MAPLE AVENUE HAS APPROXIMATELY 920

SQUARE FEET OF LIVINGAREAWITH THREE BEDROOMSAND ONE BATH. THE MOBILE HOMEAT 111 LOUAVENUE IS 12 X 65WITH THREE
BEDROOMSAND ONE BATH. THESE RESIDENCES CURRENTLY RENT FOR $600 PER MONTH.

LOT #2: 227 MERRIWEATHER AVENUE EMINENCE, KY., 40019. THIS IS A SINGLE FAMILY HOME CONTAINING 720 SQUARE FEETWITH
TWO BEDROOMSAND ONE FULL BATH. THE LOT IS APPROXIMATELY 0.26 ACRES. THIS HOME IS CURRENTLY VACANT AND THE LAST

RENTED FOR $600 PER MONTH.
LOT#3: 116 AND 118 DOBNERWAY, EMINENCE, KY., 40019. THIS PROPERTY CONSISTS OF TWO MOBILE HOMES ONA LARGE 0.667

ACRE LOT. 118 DOBNER IS 24 X 60 AND RENTS FOR $600 PER MONTHAND HAS THREE BEDROOMSAND TWO BATHS. 116 DOBNER IS 12
X 58WITH THREE BEDROOMSAND ONE BATHAND RENTS FOR $550 PER MONTH.

LOT #4: 188 MAPLE AVENUE, EMINENCE, KY., 40019, THIS SINGLE FAMILY HOME IS APPROXIMATELY 912 SQUARE FEETWITH TWO
BEDROOMSAND ONE BATH. IT HAS HAD UPGRANDES INCLUDING SOME FLOOR JOISTS REPLACED, UPDATED VINYL FLOORING,WATER

HEATER AND FURNACE. IT CURRENTLY RENTS FOR $600 PER MONTH.
PUBLIC INSPECTIONWILL ONLY BE ON SUNDAY, JULY 26TH, 12 NOON TO 2:00 PM

TERMS: 10% BUYERS PREMIUMADDED TO THE FINAL BIDS TO DETERMINE SALES PRICE. 10% OF TOTAL PURCHASE PRICE TO BE
COLLECTED AT THE CLOSE OF THE AUCTIONANDWITH SIGNING OF THE CONTRACT. BALANCEWILL BE DUE ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 31,

2026.POSSESSIONWITH DEED.ALL SALES ARE AS IS.
NOTE: DWELLING SIZES FROM PVA DESCRIPTIONS. CURRENT TENANTS AREWILLING TO REMAIN.

THIS IS AN EXTEND ONE, EXTEND ALL AUCTION FORMAT. ANY BID RECEIVED ON ANY LOT IN THE LAST TWO MINUTES
WILL EXTEND THE BIDDING ON ALL LOTS UNTIL ALL BIDDING HAS ENDED.

ONLINE REAL ESTATE AUCTION
4 PROPERTIES WITH SIX SINGLE FAMILY RENTAL UNITS • EMINENCE, HENRY COUNTY, KY

BIDDINGWILL START TO END ON FRIDAY JULY 31 2:00PM EST • BID AT WWW.HBARRYSMIYH.COM

A WILLARD AUCTIONS COMPANY
H.BARRY SMITH, REALTORS AND AUCTIONEERS
223 MIDLAND PARK DRIVE, SHELBYVILLE, KY 40065

502-633-2746 888-631-2746

REACHING OVER 65,700 READERS

Contract Rates:
6x-12x ...................... $60.53/col. inch
13x-25x ..................... $57.21/col. inch
26x-38x.....................$54.55/col. inch
39x or more...............$51.22/col. inch

Place your ad on NINE WEBSITES in Marketplace
for $2.00 per paper for a total of $18.00
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