
Continuing its ongoing
America250 programming,
the Oldham County History
Center celebrated Wesport’s
rich history at America250
Wesport Day on Saturday,
Sept. 26.

The event began with a
talk from Executive Director
Nancy Theiss titled,
“Wesport, Oldham County’s
Rivertown,” followed by
Spirit Sound Walkers Native
American Drumming and a
blessing of the Ohio River
led by Reta Underwood.

Then began Pickin’ on the
Porch at Knock on Wood
Restaurant and Store, fea-
turing music by Kaintuck
with delicious food prepared
by the Wesport gem.

The history center plans
to host another of Amer-
ica250 programming in
Prospect on Saturday, Oct.
17 from 8 to 11 a.m. at Little
Hunting Creek Park, located
at 9220 US Highway 42 in
Prospect.
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Reta Underwood, left, leads attendees to the America250 Westport Day in song,
while attendees drum along on Sept. 26.

Oldham County History Center

hosts America250 Westport Day
BY GRANT GERSTNER

EDITOR

A procession from the pavilion at Schamback Park
towards the Ohio River forms as America250 Westport
Day attendees prepare to bless the river.

A large crowd gathers in front of Knock on Wood
Restaurant and Store for Pickin’ on the Porch,
featuring music by Kaintuck on Sept. 26.

William “Bill” Harris Jr., the first Black
man to play on the Oldham County High
School basketball team, was surprised
with an extra gift on his 80th birthday on
Sept. 15 — having his life and legacy for-
ever enshrined by the basketball court at
Springs Park in La Grange named after
him.

Harris was born and raised on the land
where the basketball court now stands.
Having grown up during segregation, he
attended La Grange Training School
before traveling by bus to Lincoln Institute
in Shelby County, one of the closest
schools available to Black students.

Harris joined the US Army after he
graduated from high school. He served for
four years during the Vietnam War before

returning to his hometown, where he has
lived ever since. In 2022, he was inducted
into the OCHS Athletic Hall of Fame in
recognition for his lasting impact.

“The City of La Grange wishes to honor
Bill and ensure that his history and con-
tributions are remembered for generations
to come …” the proclamation reads. “We
made this court serve as a lasting tribute
to Bill’s life, his story and inspire all who
gather to play …”

“Through all of this, I got saved …”
Harris said after receiving the proclama-
tion. “What a mighty God we serve … You
just don’t know the impact that the Lord
has on your life — if you choose him. You
have to choose him. If you don’t choose
him, he’ll walk right on by you, or you’ll
walk right on by him.

“Thank you, La Grange, for doing
that — they didn’t have to do that.”
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Bill Harris Jr., surrounded by his family on his 80th birthday, proudly raises a
framed proclamation above his head after he was surprised by the basketball
court at Springs Park being named after him. Harris was the first Black student
on the OCHS basketball team.

La Grange names basketball

court after Bill Harris Jr.
BY GRANT GERSTNER
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“a truck hit a pedestrian” on the date of
the incident, and that any question of
the video’s credibility could be brought
up at trial, Assistant Commonwealth
Attorney Tessa Kilbane Hughes said.

As for the expert opinion of Cornett’s
toxicology report, the defense said that
the report — derived from evidence
and receipts collected allegedly show-
ing Cornett drinking at local restaurants
before the incident — has “too many
assumptions and too many specula-
tions,” Attorney Joe Wells said.

Wells also noted that the toxicology
report has “changed three times” since
it was first introduced, most recently
after a detective pointed out an error,
which the expert corrected, that ulti-
mately showed a lower blood alcohol
content than before.

“Might I just point out to the court,

we don’t have a blood draw [test]
because the defendant left the scene
…” Commonwealth Attorney Courtney
Baxter countered.

Despite the prosecution’s objection,
Judge Crosby said that he is “inclined”
to grant the defense’s request for a
Daubert hearing — a pretrial proceed-
ing that allows a judge to determine if
an expert witness’ testimony, scientific
techniques or methods are reliable —
for the toxicology expert.

Regarding the autopsy photos, the
defense said that they believe they will
be able to come to an agreement with
the prosecution and will not need to
litigate on it further.

Previously, the defense requested to
suppress “gruesome” photos, as they
could cause unfair prejudice or an
inflammatory reaction. The prosecution
responded that they planned to only
present a “limited set of photographs.”

The court also heard arguments
about evidence the prosecution is
seeking to introduce regarding the

prior interactions between Cornett and
Preble.

Specifically, Assistant Common-
wealth Attorney Josh Clubb said that
testimony from former Oldham County
Animal Control Director Barbara
Rosenman and Preble’s friend Reta
Snow would namely show Cornett’s
motive, familiarity and relationship with
Preble.

Clubb stated that “Cornett had beef
with Margaret Preble,” from when she
complained about his dog chasing her
biting and her jacket while walking by
his residence, which ended up in Old-
ham District Court.

Though the defense argued the tes-
timony would not be relevant, espe-
cially noting the interaction occurred
about 15 years prior to November 2024,
Judge Crosby said he would “do [his]
own digging” into the case law to make
a decision.

 
Look for updates on this case in future
editions of the Era.
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