
I have to do a better job
preparing these guys,” Wheat
said. “The biggest thing for
me is that we have to focus
on some things to make
us better. Number two is
they've been able to wiggle
out of trouble the whole year.
It's the job they've done
on the mound, and those guys
have really, really competed
on the mound.”

However, Boyd County put
more runs on the board on
a sacrifice fly by junior Alex
Maynard while junior Conner
Davis followed with an RBI
single. The top of the fourth
ended with a Lion runner
getting caught stealing home
plate.

With one out in the bottom
of the fourth, junior Keith
Mitchell recorded the first
hit for the Dragons on a
double. Mitchell moved to
third base on a sacrifice fly
but was stranded to end the
fourth inning.

Francis allowed one base
runner in his second inning
of work but stranded him to
end the top of the fifth. South
senior Jair Funes picked up
a single in the bottom of the
fifth but was also stranded
by Manning with a ground
out to end the fifth.

The Lions put two runners
on base with no outs on a
hit by pitch and an error. A
fielder’s choice put runners
on the corners before South
senior Boone Dillon caught
a fly ball in right field and
threw out a runner at home
plate to end the top of the
sixth. South junior Peyton
Layne drew a walk with one
out in the bottom half but
was stranded at second base
to end the sixth.

“We were staying level-
minded. All we were trying
to do was get it to the next
guy, try to get the tying run
at the plate,” Russell said. “We
got super, super, super close.
All season, we never gave up.
We were never out of a game.
I didn’t think we were ever
out of this game. Walks hurt
us on the defensive end. We

had a couple errors that were
big, that caused a couple runs.
That was the game, right
there. The guy on the bump,
he was pretty good. We didn't
see him very well.”

Francis allowed two base
runners but kept the deficit
at five runs heading into the
bottom of the seventh. Francis
led off the bottom half with
a hit by pitch before
sophomore Jake Dillon walked
two at bats later to put two
runners on for the Dragons.

“We've gotten in situations
like that all year, and the big
thing for us was not giving
in to when you're losing,”
Belardo said. “It's not over
until it's actually over. We've
been down times in the year
and been able to come back,
so we just kind of kept that
in mind.”

Senior Isaac Leeper came
into the game after the walk.
With two outs, Closurdo
pushed across Francis on an
RBI single, but Leeper helped
close the game with a
strikeout, ending South
Oldham’s historic season with
a 5-1 loss in the first round
of state.

“Our goal at the beginning
of the season was to run the
region, and that's what we
did,” Russell said. “We thought
we had more in us. It didn't
go our way, but I know these
younger guys are going to
bounce back. I know they’re
going to come back better.”

Wheat wants his guys
coming back to stay healthy
but also get stronger over
the offseason and compete,
whether it’s travel ball or fall

workouts. For the seniors,
Wheat hopes they enjoyed
the experience as much as
the coaches did.

“It was a super enjoyable
experience,” Wheat said. “I
didn't want it to end. Even
if we won the state cham-
pionship, I would still have
been a little [sad], not as sad.
Only having Luke and Jair
and Dawson and Boone and
Colton Motta and Levi
Kennedy for a year, I’m glad
it happened, a little jealous
that I couldn't get more time
with them, such awesome kids
and awesome players.”

Russell wants to remember
the accomplishments of the
last four years, especially what
the team was able to
accomplish his senior season.

“I hope to remember
everything that we did,”
Russell said. “We set records
this season. I know in the
future they're going to set
more records. It’s not done.
Making it to the region all
three years that I've been a
part of this varsity squad, it
just shows you something.
It shows that we run the
county in my opinion.”

Belardo hopes the senior
class was able to build a
culture that sustains after him
and fellow seniors graduate.

“The big thing I hope we
are leaving is the culture,”
Belardo said. “This year,
Wheat came in and changed
the culture. This year, we set
a new standard. I think that's
what's going to continue to
build here and hopefully turn
this into an every year state
appearance.”
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South Oldham senior Luke Belardo sets his batting
stance in a 5-1 loss to Boyd County in the first round
of the state tournament.

hour all week long. She's
good. They've given up 34
runs in 42 games, so that
should tell you something.
You're not going to score
a lot. We knew we had to
keep it in. It completely
changed our offensive game
plan as soon as they hung
three on us in the first inning.”

Dennison began the fourth
inning with a strikeout. After
a bloop single, Oldham
County senior Bekah
Townsend caught a pop up
at her catcher position. After
a Norwood single, senior
Kaylee Wilson drove in a
run with a single. Dennison
ended the top half of the
fourth with a fly out. Norwood
kept in rhythm and put the
Lady Colonels down in order
again.

South Warren kept adding
to its lead with an RBI single
by Willoughby and a sacrifice
fly by Russell in the top of
the fifth. Norwood closed
out the game and gave the
Lady Spartans a 12-0 run-
rule win in the five innings.

Going into next season,
Thompson has heard his
players that are coming back
talk about getting back in
the gym and getting prepared
for next year. Thompson is
excited to see what they have
in store for next season.

“We only have one goal

at the start of the season,
that's going to be to win the
region again,” Thompson
said. “That's never been done
in Oldham County, and we
are bound and determined
to do it. We want to come
back and third time’s a charm

back here. We're going to
catch a draw. Our pitching
is coming back. We're losing
Kennedy, but we'll figure
something out. That's a big
loss for us. Sydney [Wirth]
and Bekah and Aubrey,
they're like my kids.”

OLDHAM
FROM PAGE B1

PHOTO BY Wyatt Sparkman

Oldham County junior Annabelle Brisco throws a pitch
in a 12-0 loss to South Warren in the first round of the
state tournament.

PHOTO BY Wyatt Sparkman

The Oldham County Softball Team huddles in between
innings in the first round of the state tournament.

27 Reserve at Paramont Sec.
1, $1,605,000.

Todd and Tiffany Davidson
of Prospect to Jerry E. and
Celia T. Taylor of La Grange,
Lot 86 Commons at Cedar
Point Sec. 1, $527,000.

Jodi L. and Richard V.
Arthur of La Grange to Jason
Adam and Dorie M. Thacker
of La Grange, 2.449 acre tract
US Hwy. 42, $600,000.

Taylor Menard and Sabine
Menard of Crestwood to Tay-
lor Menard of Crestwood, Par-
cel A and Tract 2 Old Zaring

Road, FMV $856,650.
Robert R. Muniz and Sohee

Kang Morales of La Grange to
Robert R. Muniz of La Grange,
Lot 4 Cherry Glen Sec. 1 with
an address of 1809 Cherry
Glen Drive in La Grange, FMV
$352,490.

CD LLC of La Grange to
Chris Buckley of Crestwood,
Lot 7 Farmhouse Estates Sec.
1 with an address of 5510
Farmhouse Drive in Crest-
wood, $1,544,585.05.

Norton Commons LLc of
Prospect to Zac Inc. d/b/a
Castlebuilt Homes of Crest-
wood, Lot 309 Norton Com-
mons Hamlet Sec. 3A,
$395,000.

Norton Commons LLc of
Prospect to Zac Inc. d/b/a

Castlebuilt Homes of Crest-
wood, Lot 179 Norton Com-
mons Hamlet Sec. 2A,
$284,000.

Tonya Lynn McClure, Trus-
tee of the Revocable Living
Trust of Tonya Lynn McClure
of Prospect to Charles Eugene
Smith and Tonya Lynn
McClure of Prospect, Lot 191
Cardinal Harbour Sec. 5, FMV
$253,650, quitclaim deed.

Edward Lennel Goodyear
of Crestwood to Mary J.
Skaggs of Crestwood, Lot 19
Shadow Creek Farms Sec. 2,
$500,000.

Scott F. and Laurel J. Crimm
of Bowling Green to Lydia C.
McDermott and Aaron L. Grif-
fith of Pewee Valley, Lot 199
Ashbrooke, $350,000.
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3 WAYS TO
SUBSCRIBE!
• CALL
502-222-7183

• CLIP & MAIL
Oldham Era
PO BOX 1480
Owensboro KY 42302

• VISIT
105 S. Walnut
La Grange, KY 40031
Monday-Friday
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

All information and payment required to receive this special non-refundable offer. Offer only available to new subscribers in our local delivery area who have not
had a subscription in the last 3 months. If you respond to this offer but do not qualify for introductory pricing, we reserve the right to reject your order or prorate your
subscription term to reflect current subscriber pricing. Your subscription includes 24/7 digital access to all content available online. Temporary suspension of your print
newspaper delivery due to vacation and other reasons does not extend your subscription expiration date. *You*You*Y r account will be subject to a surcharge for premium issues
such as the Thanksgiving week issue and special guides/sections. Notification of the premium issue and surcharge amount will be noted in the newspaper on the day of
publication and one issue prior. Your total bill will remain unaffected but there will be a slight adjustment in your expiration date, unless you have elected the Monthly EZ
Pay option. The premium surcharge will be added to the regular Monthly EZ pay charge in the applicable months that include a premium issue. Your subscription expiration
stop is not automatic. To stop, call customer service 502-222-7183. All rates include KYKYK sales tax, where applicable. Yes, I authorize Oldham Era to instruct my credit/debit
card company to debit my credit/debit card account as I have requested above. Hurry! Offer expires Aug. 31, 2026.

Don’t Delay - Order Today! Local delivery area only.
Offer Expires Aug. 31, 2026!

1-Year1-Year1-Y $34.99 + $2.10 KY Sales Tax = $37.09
YOUR BILLING INFORMATION

NAME____________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________

CITY_____________________________________________

STATSTATST E_________________ZIP_____ HOME/PHONE_________

EMAIL____________________________________________

CELL PHONE_______________________________________

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD #________________________________

EXPIRES (MM/YY)________________________ CVV#_______
(Last 3 digits on back of card)

1 Year
Subscription for

$34.99
PLUS KY SALES TAXTAXTA

AllAll AccessAccess IncIncludesludes Oldham Era Print Edition & 24/7 @@ oldhamera.comoldhamera.com

AUCTIONEERS: H. BARRY SMITH, CAI, JIMMY WILLARD, CAI, SHAWN WILLARD, CAI,
COURTNEY ROBERTS, TODD BARLOW, DEAN BURK, ROB WINLOCK, JEFF RIGGLE, CAI,
PATRICK HARGADON.

A WILLARD AUCTIONS COMPANY
H.BARRY SMITH, REALTORS AND AUCTIONEERS
88 BRUNERSTOWN ROAD, SHELBYVILLE, KY.

502-633-2746 888-631-2746
Auctioneers: H. Barry Smith (CAI), Jimmy Willard (CAI), Shawn Willard (CAI), Jeff Riggle

(CAI), Patrick Hargadon, Todd Barlow, Rob Winlock, Dean Burk, Courtney Roberts

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
NEW HOME ON 18 ACRES WITH HORSE BARN

OPEN PASTURES, GREAT LOCATION
SATURDAY JUNE 13TH 11:00AM

LIVE ON-SITE WITH SIMULCAST BIDDING
SHELBY COUNTY, KY

LOCATION: 290 MCMAKIN MCMULLEN ROAD, SHELBYVILLE, KY
40065. JUST OFF I-64, EXIT 35 AT SHELBYVILLE.

REAL ESTATE: THREE-BEDROOM, TWO-BATH NEW HOME ON
18 ACRESWITH A HORSE BARN AND PASTURES. THE CUSTOM

HOME SITS PROMINENTLY JUST A FEW MILES OFF I-64 IN SHELBY
COUNTY, KY. THE RESIDENCE, THE HEART OF THE ESTATE, IS
A STUNNING NEW CUSTOM-BUILT HOME. THOUGHTFULLY

DESIGNEDWITH HIGH-END FINISHES AND AN OPEN-CONCEPT
LAYOUT, THE RESIDENCE IS BUILT TO MAXIMIZE THE SCENIC
VISTAS OF THE SURROUNDING ACREAGE. LARGEWINDOWS
INVITE NATURAL LIGHT THROUGHOUT AND SPACIOUS LIVING
AREAS THAT MAKE IT AS SUITABLE FOR ENTERTAINING AS IT
IS FOR QUIET COUNTRY EVENINGS. EQUESTRIAN DESIGNED
FOR SERIOUS HORSE ENTHUSIASTS, THE PROPERTY’S EQUINE
FEATURES INCLUDE INDOOR RIDING ARENA: TRAIN YEAR-
ROUND REGARDLESS OF THEWEATHER IN THE MASSIVE,
HIGH-CLEARANCE INDOOR ARENA. BARN & STALLS: BARN

FEATURING MULTIPLE HORSE STALLS, AMPLE HAY STORAGE, AND
A DEDICATED TACK ROOM. PASTURE & FENCING: 18 ACRES OF ROLLING, FERTILE GROUND,

MUCH OFWHICH IS FENCED AND READY FOR GRAZING. THE SEPTIC SYSTEMWILL NEED TO BE
INSTALLED AT THE EXPENSE OF THE NEW BUYER.

PUBLIC INSPECTION SUNDAY, JUNE 7TH 2-4PM SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH 2-4PM EASTERN,
OR BY APPOINTMENT.

TERMS: TERMS: A 10% BUYERS PREMIUMWILL BE ADDED TO THEWINNING BIDDERS’ BID
PRICE TO DETERMINE THE FINAL SALES PRICE. THEWINNING BIDDER SHALL PUT DOWN
AT THE DATE OF THE AUCTION 10% OF THE TOTAL SALES PRICE (FINAL BID PRICE PLUS THE
BUYERS PREMIUM) AS A DEPOSIT WITH THE BALANCE DUE ON OR BEFORE 7-13-2026. REAL

ESTATE IS SOLD AS IS.

REACHING OVER 65,700 READERS

Contract Rates:
6x-12x ...................... $60.53/col. inch
13x-25x ..................... $57.21/col. inch
26x-38x.....................$54.55/col. inch
39x or more...............$51.22/col. inch

Place your ad on NINE WEBSITES in Marketplace
for $2.00 per paper for a total of $18.00

K AENTUCKIAN
Advertising

ONE ORDER
ONE BILL

ONE LOW PRICE
PLACE YOUR

DISPLAY AD IN NINE
FINE KENTUCKY
NEWSPAPERS
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