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They say every story has an ending. In 
journalism, we mark it with a simple sign-
off: –30–. It’s old-school, a relic from the 

days of telegraphs and typewriters, but to those of 
us who’ve lived our lives by deadlines and datelines, 
it means something more.  It was printed on the last 
page of a story to signify the end, that the story’s 
done. There is no more. Time to move on. 

So here it is,  my own  –30–. 
After more than 31 years as a journalist and more 

than seven at the Times-News, these words are most 
likely the final lines of my professional story. Not 
because I’ve run out of words, though I often joke 
I have used every word in every possible order, 
but because it’s time. I am not giving up working 
altogether. It is just time to trade newsroom chaos 
for a quieter kind of deadline. Time to stop writing 
news stories and start living a little more of my own.

I am not sure what my future holds, but I plan to 
start a new journey, a different journey. Something 
that allows me to use my talents in other ways.

Don’t worry. I am not giving up writing, because 
how do you give something up that is so ingrained 
into every fiber of your being? How do you give up 
something that comes as naturally as talking? You 
can’t, or at least I can’t! But the next time I string 
words together, it will most likely be for me, not 
for a paycheck. 

It’s time!
I’ve spent a lifetime chasing leads, fixing 

grammar, asking uncomfortable questions and 
defending the public’s right to know. I’ve been the 
one scribbling notes, fighting for clarity and gently 
(or not-so-gently) reminding the public that “just 
because you say it happened doesn’t mean it’s a 
story.”

And oh, the stories. I’ve seen them come in as 
tidbits of overheard conversations, anonymous 
tips or frantic phone calls and watched them grow 
into something powerful. Stories that held people 
accountable. Stories that celebrated the overlooked. 
Stories that made people feel seen, and sometimes, 
made them think twice.

I’ve watched this business evolve from wax 
machines and late-night layout sessions to internet-
dependent computer programs and shrinking 
newsrooms. I’ve lost count of how many times 
someone’s asked, “Do people even read the paper 
anymore?” And yet, somehow, newspapers are still 
here, still telling stories, still asking questions, still 
refusing to settle for silence.

Journalism isn’t for the faint of heart. You have 
to be willing to speak the truth, even when it’s 
inconvenient. You have to believe someone’s life can 
change because of what we print on a Wednesday. 
And you have to love it enough to keep going, even 
when it’s thankless, underpaid and fueled entirely by 
coffee and anxiety.

I have loved it that much.
So, I leave this profession not with regret, but with 

gratitude. For every editor who pushed me. Every 
reporter who made me laugh (or sigh). Every source 

This is my
–30–

Confessions of 
a PreaCher’s 

Wife

By Dana Brantley
OCTN Editor

O h i o  C o u n t y  i s 
among the 115 of the 
120 Kentucky counties 
to see unemployment 
rates fall, according to 
the Kentucky Center 
for Statistics, an agency 
within the Kentucky 
Education and Labor 
Cabinet.  

Ohio County’s rate 
fell from 6.6 in June 2024 
to 5.8 last month. The 
Green River District’s 
rate fell from 5.6% to 
4.9% overall during the 
same time period.

Rates increased in 
Clinton (6.2% to 6.3%), 
Grayson (5.9% to 6.0%), 

Martin (8.3% to 9.5%) 
and Russell (5.3% to 
5.8%) and remained the 
same in Harlan County 
(7.5%) between June 
2024 and June 2025.

O l d h a m ,  S h e l b y 
and Woodford counties 
recorded the lowest 
jobless  ra tes  in  the 
commonwealth at 4% 
each. It was followed 
by Fayette and Scott 
counties, 4.1% each; 
and Boone, Campbell, 
Cumberland, Spencer, 
Todd and Washington 
counties, 4.2% each.

M a r t i n  C o u n t y 
recorded the s ta te’s 

highest unemployment 
rate at 9.5%. It  was 
followed by Magoffin 
County, 9.1%; Lewis 
County, 8.8%; Elliott 
County, 8.6%; Wolfe 
County,  8%;  Car te r 
County, 7.9%; Harlan and 
Jackson Counties, 7.5% 
each; Lawrence County, 
7.4%; and Clay and Knott 
counties, 7.2% each.

Kentucky’s county 
unemployment rates and 
employment levels are 
not seasonally adjusted 
because of small sample 
s i z e s .  E m p l o y m e n t 
statistics undergo sharp 
f luc tua t ions  due  to 

seasonal events such 
as weather changes, 
h a r v e s t s ,  h o l i d a y s , 
and school openings 
and closings. Seasonal 
adjustments eliminate 
these influences and 
make it easier to observe 
statistical trends. The 
comparable, unadjusted 
unemployment rate for 
the state was 4.9% for 
June 2025, and 4.4% for 
the nation.

Kentucky’s seasonally 
ad jus ted  June  2025 
unemployment rate was 

Rates
Continued on A-2

Ohio County among 115 Kentucky 
counties to see unemployment rates fall 

–30–, Continued on A-2

Things fit together perfectly for 
annual Puzzle Pieces Cruise In

For the 13th year, the 
Puzzle Pieces Charity 
Cruise-in was held at 
Ohio County High 
School last Friday 
e v e n i n g .  A l o n g 
with some amazing 
vehicles, those in 
at tendance were 
able to enjoy food, 
live music and door 
prizes all to benefit 
Puzzle Pieces, an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n 
Owensboro  tha t 
i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o 
helping individuals 
8 years old and up 
wi th  inte l lectual 
disabilities. 

(Top) Classic and modern show cars, including a 2011 Ford Mustang, a 2018 Dodge 
Charger, a 1967 Oldsmobile 442, a 1969 AMC AMX and a 1951 Ford F3, line up at the 
event. (Above) Andrew Davis, of Hartford, polishes his Chevrolet Camaro SS 1LE to 
show at the 2025 Puzzle Pieces Charity Cruise In. (OC Times-News photos/Devvin 
Winkleman)
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Michael
Campbell, MD
GENERAL SURGEON

Please visit: OCHcares.com/general-surgery to learn about other procedures offered and our robotics program.

Hernia Repair
Gallbladder Removal
Appendix Removal
Vasectomy

270-730-5344

1215 Old Main St. Hartford, KY

Blackberry Smoke returning to Beaver 
Dam Amphitheater on October 4

BEAVER DAM — 
Blackberry Smoke 
will bring their Rattle, 
Ramble and Roll Tour 
to Beaver Dam Am-
phitheater on Saturday, 
October 4, 2025, with 
special guest Drake 
White and an addition-
al guest still to be an-
nounced. This will be 
the band’s third con-
secutive year perform-
ing at The DAM as part 
of the 2025 First Unit-

ed Bank & Trust Con-
cert Series.
 Presale opportunities 
opened Tuesday, June 
10, at 10 a.m. and con-
tinue through Thurs-
day, June 12, at 10 p.m. 
CT, including venue, 
Smokers Lounge, VIP, 
and artist presales. The 
public on-sale began 
Friday, June 13, at 10 
a.m. CT. Ticket prices 
range from $20 to $120 
and can be purchased at 

BeaverDamAmp.com.
 Known for honoring 
Georgia’s rich musi-
cal legacy, Blackberry 
Smoke has built a de-
voted following over 
two decades of tour-
ing. Their latest al-
bum, Be Right Here, 
blends Southern rock, 
blues-leaning clas-
sic rock, and vintage 
country, earning a spot 
in the top five of Bill-
board’s Top Current 

Album Sales chart. 
The band’s previ-
ous release, You Hear 
Georgia, reached #1 on 
Billboard’s Americana/
Folk Albums chart.
 With a fanbase that 
spans the globe, Black-
berry Smoke is known 
for their high-energy 
live shows and songs 
that connect deeply 
with audiences, ensur-
ing another memorable 
night at The DAM.

Beaver Dam Mayor Paul Sandefur elected
Kentucky League of Cities president

OWENSBORO– The 
Kentucky League of 
Cities (KLC) elected 
Beaver Dam Mayor 
Paul Sandefur as its 
2026 president at the 
2025 KLC Conference 
& Expo in Owensboro 
last Tuesday night. 
Sandefur has previ-
ously served as KLC’s 
2025 first vice presi-
dent and as a member 
of the League’s Board 
of Directors.
 Voters elected San-
defur as Beaver Dam 
mayor in 2009, and he 
is serving his fourth 
term in office. He 
joined the KLC Board 
of Directors in 2015 
and became a member 
of the KLC Executive 
Board in 2020. He 
served as the KLC sec-
ond vice president and 
vice president in 2023 
and 2024, respectively.

 “It is an honor to be 
able to serve such a 
great organization as 
the Kentucky League 
of Cities,” Sandefur 
said. “Our cities across 
the state have such a 
profound impact on 
Kentucky.  I am look-
ing forward to working 
with KLC and all of 
our city leaders to keep 
this momentum go-
ing for the betterment 
of the place we call 
home!”
 KLC Executive 
Director/CEO J.D. 
Chaney thanked Mayor 
Sandefur for his ded-
ication to local gov-
ernment, the League’s 
mission, and its mem-
bers. 
 “We are very excit-
ed to welcome Mayor 
Paul Sandefur into the 
presidency. It’s been 
a privilege getting 

L to R: KLC President and Beaver Dam Mayor Paul Sandefur; First Vice President and Berea Mayor 
Bruce Fraley; Second Vice President and Mayfield Mayor Kathy O’Nan. (photo/submitted)

to know him over the 
past several years with 
his service on the Ex-
ecutive Board, as sec-
ond VP, and first VP,” 
Chaney said. “If his 
city is any indication of 

where he’s going to lead 
this league, we are go-
ing to continue our tra-
jectory of improvement 
under his leadership.”
 The Kentucky League 
of Cities is a member-

ship organization dedi-
cated to strengthening 
and empowering cities 
and promoting a high-
er quality of life for all 
Kentuckians. Repre-
senting more than 380 

cities across Kentucky, 
KLC provides advo-
cacy, education, and 
resources to help local 
governments operate 
effectively and effi-
ciently.

AT LEFT:

On September 25th, 
Ohio County Park 
Director, Beau 
Wright, surprised 
Judge Executive 
David Johnston with 
a duplicate of the 
sign that will hang 
at the new pavilion 
at Ohio County Park, 
dedicating it to 
Judge Johnston for 
his 27 years of 
service at the Park, 
prior to his being 
Judge Executive.

(photo/submitted)

FRANKFORT – With 
the expiration of the 
Affordable Care Act’s 
enhanced premium tax 
credits approaching 
at the end of this year, 
Gov. Andy Beshear is 
again calling on Con-
gress to act to ensure 
this critical support re-
mains for Kentuckians 
who depend on it for 
affordable health care 
coverage. Gov. Beshear 
and 17 other governors 
from across the U.S. 
sent a letter earlier this 
month urging Congres-
sional leaders to extend 
the credit
 “Rising costs for ev-
eryday needs are hurt-
ing Kentuckians, and I 
am committed to rais-
ing my voice and tak-
ing action to help,” said 
Gov. Beshear. “I believe 
health care is a basic 
human right, and we 
should expand access, 
not make it more diffi-
cult to afford. Between 
the ‘big, ugly bill’ tak-
ing aim at our health-
care system and the 
threat of these credits 
expiring, quality health 

care is going to be out of 
reach for most families 
– and that’s just wrong. 
It’s time for Congress to 
act by prioritizing peo-
ple over politics and ex-
tending these essential 
tax credits.” 
 Insurance rate fil-
ings for 2026 are now 
available for individual 
and small group health 
insurance plans, in-
cluding kynect. About 
97 ,000  Ken tuck i ans 
who have purchased an 
insurance plan on the in-
dividual market, includ-
ing kynect, will be im-
pacted by the increased 
rates. These numbers 
could grow if Kentuck-
ians lose Medicaid eli-
gibility and move to the 
individual market.
 The filings show that 
Kentuckians with these 
plans can expect their 
health insurance rates to 
increase dramatically in 
January.
 Insurance companies 
must submit rates annu-
ally to the Department 

Gov. Beshear calls on 
congress to extend tax 

credits to protect 
affordable health coverage

TAX CREDITS:
Continued on A-2
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They say every story has an ending. In
journalism, we mark it with a simple sign-
off: –30–. It’s old-school, a relic from the

days of telegraphs and typewriters, but to those of
us who’ve lived our lives by deadlines and datelines,
it means something more.  It was printed on the last
page of a story to signify the end, that the story’s
done. There is no more. Time to move on.

So here it is,  my own  –30–.
After more than 31 years as a journalist and more

than seven at the Times-News, these words are most
likely the final lines of my professional story. Not
because I’ve run out of words, though I often joke
I have used every word in every possible order,
but because it’s time. I am not giving up working
altogether. It is just time to trade newsroom chaos
for a quieter kind of deadline. Time to stop writing
news stories and start living a little more of my own.

I am not sure what my future holds, but I plan to
start a new journey, a different journey. Something
that allows me to use my talents in other ways.

Don’t worry. I am not giving up writing, because
how do you give something up that is so ingrained
into every fiber of your being? How do you give up
something that comes as naturally as talking? You
can’t, or at least I can’t! But the next time I string
words together, it will most likely be for me, not
for a paycheck.

It’s time!
I’ve spent a lifetime chasing leads, fixing

grammar, asking uncomfortable questions and
defending the public’s right to know. I’ve been the
one scribbling notes, fighting for clarity and gently
(or not-so-gently) reminding the public that “just
because you say it happened doesn’t mean it’s a
story.”

And oh, the stories. I’ve seen them come in as
tidbits of overheard conversations, anonymous
tips or frantic phone calls and watched them grow
into something powerful. Stories that held people
accountable. Stories that celebrated the overlooked.
Stories that made people feel seen, and sometimes,
made them think twice.

I’ve watched this business evolve from wax
machines and late-night layout sessions to internet-
dependent computer programs and shrinking
newsrooms. I’ve lost count of how many times
someone’s asked, “Do people even read the paper
anymore?” And yet, somehow, newspapers are still
here, still telling stories, still asking questions, still
refusing to settle for silence.

Journalism isn’t for the faint of heart. You have
to be willing to speak the truth, even when it’s
inconvenient. You have to believe someone’s life can
change because of what we print on a Wednesday.
And you have to love it enough to keep going, even
when it’s thankless, underpaid and fueled entirely by
coffee and anxiety.

I have loved it that much.
So, I leave this profession not with regret, but with

gratitude. For every editor who pushed me. Every
reporter who made me laugh (or sigh). Every source

This is my
–30–

Confessions of
a PreaCher’s

Wife

By Dana Brantley
OCTN Editor

O h i o  C o u n t y  i s
among the 115 of the
120 Kentucky counties
to see unemployment
rates fall, according to
the Kentucky Center
for Statistics, an agency
within the Kentucky
Education and Labor
Cabinet.  

Ohio County’s rate
fell from 6.6 in June 2024
to 5.8 last month. The
Green River District’s
rate fell from 5.6% to
4.9% overall during the
same time period.

Rates increased in
Clinton (6.2% to 6.3%),
Grayson (5.9% to 6.0%), 

Martin (8.3% to 9.5%)
and Russell (5.3% to
5.8%) and remained the
same in Harlan County
(7.5%) between June
2024 and June 2025.

O l d h a m ,  S h e l b y
and Woodford counties
recorded the lowest
jobless  ra tes  in  the
commonwealth at 4%
each. It was followed
by Fayette and Scott
counties, 4.1% each;
and Boone, Campbell,
Cumberland, Spencer,
Todd and Washington
counties, 4.2% each.

M a r t i n  C o u n t y
recorded the s ta te’s

highest unemployment
rate at 9.5%. It  was
followed by Magoffin
County, 9.1%; Lewis
County, 8.8%; Elliott
County, 8.6%; Wolfe
County,  8%;  Car te r
County, 7.9%; Harlan and
Jackson Counties, 7.5%
each; Lawrence County,
7.4%; and Clay and Knott
counties, 7.2% each.

Kentucky’s county
unemployment rates and 
employment levels are
not seasonally adjusted
because of small sample 
s i z e s .  E m p l o y m e n t
statistics undergo sharp
f luc tua t ions  due  to

seasonal events such
as weather changes,
h a r v e s t s ,  h o l i d a y s ,
and school openings
and closings. Seasonal
adjustments eliminate
these influences and
make it easier to observe 
statistical trends. The
comparable, unadjusted
unemployment rate for
the state was 4.9% for
June 2025, and 4.4% for 
the nation.

Kentucky’s seasonally
ad jus ted  June  2025
unemployment rate was

Rates
Continued on A-2

Ohio County among 115 Kentucky
counties to see unemployment rates fall

–30–, Continued on A-2

Things fit together perfectly for
annual Puzzle Pieces Cruise In

For the 13th year, the
Puzzle Pieces Charity
Cruise-in was held at
Ohio County High
School last Friday
e v e n i n g .  A l o n g
with some amazing
vehicles, those in
attendance were
able to enjoy food,
live music and door 
prizes all to benefit
Puzzle Pieces, an
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n
Owensboro  tha t
i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o
helping individuals
8 years old and up
with  inte l lectual
disabilities. 

(Top) Classic and modern show cars, including a 2011 Ford Mustang, a 2018 Dodge
Charger, a 1967 Oldsmobile 442, a 1969 AMC AMX and a 1951 Ford F3, line up at the
event. (Above) Andrew Davis, of Hartford, polishes his Chevrolet Camaro SS 1LE to
show at the 2025 Puzzle Pieces Charity Cruise In. (OC Times-News photos/Devvin
Winkleman)
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Ohio County AARP members enjoy food and fellowship 
during the group’s annual indoor picnic Tuesday, Aug. 
25, at the Ohio County Senior Center in Hartford. The 
gathering included special guest speakers, bingo, door 
prizes and the group’s monthly service project.
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New playground, splash pad 
coming to Beaver Dam Park

Staff Report 

Children of all 
abilities will have 
new places to play 
and cool off at Beaver 
Dam Park following 
the approval of more 

than $1.75 million 
in grant funding for 
the city.  Beaver Dam 
Mayor Paul Sandefur 
announced Friday 
that the city has 
received approval for 
two grants that will 

make an inclusive 
playground and 
a separate splash 
pad possible. Both 
will feature ADA-
accessible and 
sensory elements, 
giving more children 

the opportunity to 
enjoy the park.

The announcement 

Staff Report

The Ohio County Fiscal 
Court approved tax 
rates, road department 
purchases and opioid 
settlement funding 
during its Aug. 25 
meeting.

Following a public 
hearing, the court 
approved the county’s 
2026-27 real estate 

tax rate at .00075. 
Judge-Executive David 
Johnston said the rate 
will remain the same 
as the previous year. 
The tangible personal 
property rate was set 
at .00084, while motor 
vehicle and watercraft 
rates were each approved 
at 6.3.

Fiscal Court sets 
tax rates, approves 

opioid funds
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Kentucky Farm Bureau President Eddie Melton, 
left, presents Dane Milligan with recognition 
naming Milligan Farms an KFB Legacy Farm. 
The Ohio County farm has been in production 
agriculture for 100 years.
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Due to the Labor Day holiday, the deadline for 
the Sept. 9 edition of the Ohio County Times-

News will be Thursday, Sept. 3, at noon.

Just a Reminder...

Weekdays: 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
270-504-1300

Hartford Main Campus - Building B

Dr. Claire and Dr. Dylan Sanford are now accepting primary care patients, ages 18 and up 

Welcome
NEW DOCTORS!
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An artist’s rendering shows the proposed splash pad planned for Beaver Dam Park. The new facility will 
include ADA-accessible and sensory elements designed to allow children of all abilities to enjoy the park.

Milligan Farms recognized as 
Kentucky Farm Bureau Legacy Farm

Milligan Farms has 
been named a “Legacy 
Farm” by Kentucky 
Farm Bureau, 
recognizing the Ohio 
County farm’s long-
standing commitment 
to agriculture and the 
community.

Milligan Farms has 
been in production 
agriculture for 100 
years. Today, Dane 
Milligan operates the 
farm, raising corn, 
soybeans and wheat.

The Legacy Farm 
designation honors 
farmers who have 
demonstrated a 
lasting commitment 
to agriculture and 

strengthening rural 
communities. County 
Farm Bureaus may 
nominate up to three 
farms each year.

“Kentucky Farm 
Bureau is proud to 
recognize the history, 
perseverance and 
hard work of our 
commonwealth’s 
farm families,” KFB 
President Eddie Melton 
said. “We’re grateful 
for everything Milligan 
Farms contributes to 
its community and to 
Kentucky agriculture, 
and we’re pleased to 
honor the generations 
of dedication that 
earned them this 
recognition.”

$10,000 gift to help Ohio County 
residents spay, neuter pets

Staff Report

A generous $10,000 
gift left to the Ohio 
County Animal Shelter 
will be used to help 
Ohio County residents 
spay and neuter their 
pets at a reduced cost 

— and, in some cases, 
for free.

Ohio County Animal 
Shelter Director 
Jennifer Daugherty 
said the shelter was 
recently contacted by 
Justin Keown’s office 

after a woman left 
$10,000 to the shelter 
in her will.

The donor’s family has 
asked that her name 
remain private.

“We appreciate her 

and her heart that she 
left that,” Daugherty 
said.

Daugherty said 
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Staff Report 

Ohio County AARP held 
its annual indoor picnic 
Tuesday, Aug. 25, at 
the Ohio County Senior 
Center in Hartford.

The meal was provided 
by AARP and prepared 
by the group’s own 
“Meat Master” chefs 
— Ohio County Sheriff 
Adam Wright, PVA 
Arthur Leach and Jailer 
Landon Spurlock — 
along with the Traveling 
Table restaurant.

Special guest speakers 
included Rocky Adkins, 
senior advisor to Gov. 
Andy Beshear; Sen. 
Steve Meredith; Rep. 
Scott Lewis; Judge-
Executive David 
Johnston; Magistrate 
Larry Morphew; and 
Ohio County Economic 
Development Alliance 
Director Jason Chinn.

The group’s monthly 
service project was 
collecting warm 

blankets and stuffed 
animals for Kentucky 
State Police and the 
Ohio County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Members also enjoyed 
fellowship, laughter, 
bingo and door 
prizes throughout the 
gathering.

Ohio County AARP 
enjoys annual 
indoor picnic
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Sheriff Adam Wright
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