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made to Williamsburg BOE
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process, then a traffic light would have
been installed at the intersection of
Penny Lane and KY-92W a long time
The Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet has made it pretty clear that it
is NOT going to install a traffic light
there. Traffic from the I-75 off-ramps
could realistically back up onto the
interstate with a traffic light.

Fourth, I don’t think it is a good idea
to route all the traffic from Penny Lane
through what is essentially the parking
lot of the Kentucky Splash waterpark
and back out onto KY-92W that way.
This might work nine months out of
the year, but what about summer when
the waterpark and campground are

ago.

packed?

In essence, you would be routing
hundreds of vehicles a day — more if
Penny Lane becomes one-way — right
next to a parking lot packed with
screaming little kids running around

all over the place.

All it takes is one little kid running
out in front a vehicle for tragedy to
strike. This would be an accident wait-
ing to happen and a preventable one

at that.

Fifth, I hope

coming out on KY-92W.

everybody
takes a breath, and the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet and others can
perhaps come up with a compromise
that will solve the problem. One of
the more intriguing comments that I
saw on Facebook suggested extending
Balltown Road, which is off Penny
Lane, past Liquor Barn and have it

Now let me touch on a few other
things before I conclude this column.

board

e Former Williamsburg Independent
Schools principal and teacher Joy
Mack recently addressed the school
over
described as disappointing test results.
For instance, only 30 percent of high
schoolers scored proficient in reading
and another 5 percent scored as distin-
guished. This means that 65 percent of
students did not reach either level.

“If you weren’t embarrassed or dev-
astated, you’re probably part of the
problem,” she told the school board
about test score results.

She also encouraged better commu-
nication with parents. In addition, she
pointed out inadequate teacher pay and

what she correctly

the need to increase it over the next

few years so the district can retain
good teachers.

Based upon her remarks,
to wonder if Mack might consider a
run for school board? She would be a

one has

good school board member if she were

to run and get elected. There are few
people that understand this school dis-
trict like Mack does and have the same
passion for the kids that she does.

There was a time about 30 years ago

just

when Williamsburg had some of the
top scores in the state. I, personally,
would love to see Williamsburg get
back to that point.

e Finally, let me say a big thank
you to all the road crews and electri-
cal linemen out there who cleared
off roads, removed fallen trees and
restored power during the recent win-

ter storm. Your efforts are appreciated.

ROBERTS: Memories of
Bailey’s Country Store
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were arranged by size.
Each cubby had a chair
on the back wall, the right
and left walls of the small
cubby area were lined
with shoes of all kinds in
the same size. You could
sit in a chair, select your
shoes, try them on and
leave the open cubby
room for the next person.

When you went down-
stairs, you walk down
steps that were wide
enough for the flow
of traffic to go up and
down at the same time
with the banister in the
middle. Downstairs you
could find just about any-
thing you were looking
for. They had a variety
of items from hardware,
furniture, porch swings,
heaters, to shotgun shells.
You could even get your
hunting license there. Men
rarely ventured upstairs,
and women rarely did the
shopping downstairs.

There was ample park-
ing at the top level and the
bottom. When you opened
the door to enter the store
you were “inside.” There
was no foyer or entryway,
you were just inside, and
you immediately com-
menced to shop.

The store had a com-
fortable down-home feel
to it, with its wooden
floors and friendly atmo-
sphere. It was owned by
the Bailey brothers, Bob,
Bart, Joe, and Ed. You
were always greeted with
a smile from one of the
Bailey’s. You were wel-
comed when you arrived,
thanked for coming and
asked to come back again
when you left. They were
not class conscious, and
each customer regarded
them as a personal friend,
even if their only encoun-
ter with any of them was
in the store.

Another unique attri-
bute of Bailey‘s Country
Store was the live sound
booth in the corner of the
upstairs that produced a
popular radio program
on a Corbin radio sta-
tion, WCTT. Ed and Bart
would share tidbits of
interest, including what
was for rent, and where
the fish were biting.
They also gave weather
updates, tips on garden-
ing, information from the
Farmers Almanac, and
a little music as well. It
was a real outing to go to
Bailey‘s for you almost

always ran into someone
you knew.

Once, my mom took
my sister and me to
Bailey‘s, and we were
upstairs looking through
a large table filled with
miscellaneous items. It
was almost my brother’s
birthday, and my mom
found a jigsaw puzzle in
a nice box that had a col-
orful picture of the United
States on the front, and the
outer edge of the puzzle
displayed flags from each
state. The pieces were
made of thick cardboard
that would hold up well,
and she took her time as
she inspected the box.
She showed my sister and
said that she would get
this for Jerry’s birthday
for he would really like
it. I held my breath while
she was deciding, because
if she got it, I could play
with it too. It was rare that
we got items that were not
essential as money was
extremely tight. Barbara
stayed with her to con-
tinue to look in the bin,
and I left the area to look
around, totally content-
ed as we were getting a
really cool puzzle. That’s
when the fight broke out.

Another lady watched
my mom with the puzzle.
This lady stood next to
the bin and continued to
look through the items
while my mom held the
puzzle in her left hand.
Mom couldn’t really look
well with the puzzle in her
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hand so she set it down in
front of her so she could
reach other items. The
lady took this opportu-
nity to reach around my
mom and grab the puzzle.
My mom grabbed it back.
Then the two had a tug-
of-war at Bailey’s in front
of the world. I turned to
look when I heard the
commotion. People were
gathered around, and my
sister stood there with a
horrified look on her face.
It became a battle of the
wills between these two
women. This was com-
pletely out of the ordi-
nary for my mother to get
into an altercation. I heard
my mother say, “This is
for my son’s birthday.”
The other lady said, “You
put it down, and now it’s
mine.” One of the Bailey
boys came immediately
to stop the altercation. He
said, “I believe we have
another one here some-
where.” My mother said,
“Great! Give it to her.
This one is my sons.”

We left the store, but
the victory was bitter-
sweet. We rode home in
silence, but all was for-
gotten when we turned
into the driveway. Mom
gave the puzzle to my
brother and told him the
story.

We loved this puzzle
for years. We were the
first kids in our classes
that knew their states,
their capitals, and their
flags.

)
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Hallee Mack Shelby Gilreath
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BatHROOM
REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call:
1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel
can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little
as one day. For a limited
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/27/26.)
Call 1-866-837-5986

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS
SPACE
For RENT

Frankfort Office Space
for rent: Second floor
with four large office
areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located
%2 mile from 1-64 Law-
renceburg exit 53A. Elec-
tric, water, gas, utilities
and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call
Bonnie Howard, Ken-
tucky Press Association,
502-223-8821.

BuyiNG
CARs

We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or
junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches.
Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process.
Instant offer. Free pickup.
Fast payment. Call 1-844-
440-0399

BuYING
HoUuUsEs

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/
UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite
live TV, sports and local

channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max and Premium
Channels included for 3
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service,
call now for a free quote
and see how much you
can save! 1-877-548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV
+ Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv
and get your first three
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice pack-
age $84.99/mo. Some
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost Infinite! Unlim-
ited Talk, Text and Data
For Just $25/mo! The
Power Of 3 5G Networks,
One Low Price! Call To-
day and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On
Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the
same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-353-2982

DEesT HELP

Inflation is at 40 vyear
highs. Interest rates are
way up. Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NA-
TIONAL DEBT RELIEF
and find out how to pay
off your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what you
owe! FREE quote: Call
1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt
we help you be debt free in
as little as 24-48 months.
Pay nothing to enroll. Call
Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at
1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO

NEWS JOURNAL — FEBRUARY 4, 2026 — A-11

PATRIOTIC  HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start
their own business. Call
24/7: 1-833-485-3141.

Get a break on your tax-
es! Donate your car, truck,
or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 1-877-
581-3053 today!

HEeALTH

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-877-690-2326

HoME
IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15%
off your entire order. Plus,
Military & Seniors get an
additional 10% off. Limited
time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

SunSetter. America’s
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform
your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty.
Call now and SAVE $350
today! 1-866-348-8793

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material — steel
from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer up to 50%
off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

HoMmE
SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 to-
day to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a gen-
erator. It's a power move.

INSURANCE
SERVICES

DENTAL
from Physicians

INSURANCE
Mutu-

al Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258

INTERNET
OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber
Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices starting
at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make
the switch. Call 1-833-
974-4780

MusIcAL
INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s!
Looking for 1920-1980
Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State,
D’Angelico,  Stromberg.
And Gibson Mandolins
/ Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take
less than 60 SECONDS.
Don’t wait! Protect your
family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-833-
360-5407

TRAVEL/
V ACATION

YMT Vacations. Over
50 guided tours avail-
able. Affordable, social
and stress-free travel
designed for mature
travelers. Our tours in-
clude accommodations,
transportation, baggage
handling, sightseeing,
entrance fees, a profes-
sional Tour Director and
select meals. For a lim-
ited time SAVE $250 on
all tours. Call YMT today.
1-844-870-5218

W ATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MENS SPORT
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
iting, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Dayto-
na, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. These
brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS
WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript  submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free Au-
thor's Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky

COMMERCIAL ACREAGE

LOCATED OFF AMERI(AN_GREETING CARD RD

21 ACRES+

RE/MA)(

'

. | American Greeting Card
. Road Corbin, KY
$3-1-6—999 New commer-
| cial listing in Laurel County!
« Over 21 acres of lush vacant
~ land located behind Hill-
. crest Health & Rehab with
1-75
- | less than 2 miles away. Build
+~ from the ground up and have
- it all done to your exact spec-
. ifications. This property is a
. rare find call before it's gone!

5
~ Walmart, Lowes and

R /MAX

ON MAIN

Tommy Black, Principal Broker & Owner ¢ email: tommyblack@remax.net

PO Box 1309, Whitley City, KY 42653
37 Court Street, Whitley City

Hours: M-F 8:30 - 4:30

Phone: (606) 376-8373

After hours number: (606) 310-9400

606-215-1256 « 606-528-1177

Public Notice

(Call Before You Dig

Citipower, LLC asks to
protect safety of the
public and compliance

with state and federal
laws by calling the
state one call

system for gas

line locations.

Contact the Kentucky Dig
Safely One Call System at
1-800-752-6007
or by dialing 811.




