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Public defenders leaving for better pay a ‘crisis'

BY LIAM NIEMEYER
KENTUCKY LANTERN

FRANKFORT — Low pay
and limited advancement
opportunities are creating a
“crisis” of turnover among
Kentucky’s public defenders
who are leaving for higher
pay elsewhere.

Kentucky’s Public Advocate
Damon Preston and Deputy
Public Advocate Melanie Lowe
told a legislative committee
the significant turnover risks
“constitutional failures” with
Kentuckians not receiving
adequate representation in
court, creates instability in
court proceedings, and can
waste taxpayer funds by
training staff attorneys who
leave for work elsewhere.

“Kentucky really needs to
raise the salary so that
attorneys don’t have to look
outside the borders of
Kentucky in order to live a
reasonable life,” Lowe told
lawmakers last week.

Ninety-four attorneys left
the Department of Public
Advocacy in 2025, accounting
for a 24% turnover rate that
year, according to a pre-
sentation by Preston and Lowe.
The turnover rate has

lawmakers on Tuesday.

increased over several years
from 17% in 2022.

The department brought
on a new class of public
defenders consisting of 42
attorneys coming from law
school in August 2025, though
the department has lost 53
attorneys since that new class.
Lowe said the median
timespan of a departing
attorney is 21 months, long
enough for a new recruit to

HELP WANTED
The City of Lebanon, KY will accept applications until 4:00 p.m., Friday,
February 20, 2026 for the position of:

POLICE PATROL OFFICER
Experience and knowledge of modern police methods desirable;
a twenty-week training course required by the Kentucky Justice
Department of Training; preference for applicants holding KLEFPF police
basic training certificate. Applicants will be required to pass written,
physical, psychological and physical fitness examination and must
also undergo a complete background investigation, polygraph, and oral

interview.

Applicants must be twenty-one years of age and possess a valid
Kentucky operator’s license; must not have been convicted of a felony;
must be a high school graduate or have obtained GED; must be able to
deal with high stress situation; and must be willing to work various hours

and weekends.

Applications may be secured from City Hall located at 240 W. Main
St., John 0. Thomas, City Administrator.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Kentucky’s Public Advocate Damon Preston, right, and
Deputy Public Advocate Melanie Lowe speak to state

finish the department’s
“excellent” training program
and then leave.

Preston and Lowe cite low
pay as the major reason for
the turnover. Their presen-
tation states the starting salary
for public defenders in
Kentucky is $58,200, while

the salary floor in other states
with statewide public defender
systems can be tens of
thousands of dollars higher
such as in Minnesota, which
raised starting pay to $88,380.
Their presentation stated that

| starting salaries are higher

across the state border in cities
including Cincinnati and
Evansville.

Public defenders in Ken-
tucky also have switched sides
in the courtroom, Preston and
Lowe said, receiving raises
to become prosecutors.

Preston shared documents
highlighting
appropriations in the last two-
year state budget for additional
personnel for prosecutors and
recruitment efforts by the
Kentucky attorney general’s
office. He said his department
did not receive requested
increased funding for addi-
tional attorneys and recruiting
support during the last
biennium.

“They’re doing the same
work. They’re in the same
courtroom,” Preston said.
“They’re simply at that other

NEWS-JOURNAL
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

FRIDAY -

4:00 PM

Contact Customer Service at

270-465-8111, Option 1 or
classifieds@cknj.com
Monday-Friday 8AM-4PM
*Holidays advance deadline by 24 hours.

table on the other side of the
courtroom, and they’re making
$20,000 or more.”

Preston and Lowe are
asking state lawmakers for
$10,581,857 in the upcoming
two-year state budget to raise
the salary floor of attorneys
to $70,000 and raise other
attorney positions within the
department by a similar
percentage. They're also
asking for funding to better
recruit new attorneys and pay
for private attorneys who are
contracted to work for the
department.

“We definitely have had
clients with serious charges
who have gone through two
and three and four attorneys,”
Lowe said, as attorneys leave
in the middle of court pro-
ceedings. “It’s very frustrating
for the clients who are
incarcerated and clients who
are stuck in the system and
really want to get a resolution
to their case.”

Department leaders are also
advocating for changes in
Kentucky law to narrow the

_HOUSING _

NOW ACCEPTING

scope of cases requiring public
defenders, thereby freeing up
the time and resources of those
attorneys.

They are proposing that
public defenders no longer
be part of cases involving Tim’s
Law, in which law enforce-
ment, family or friends can
petition a court to have
someone go through
courtmandated mental health
treatment. Preston said the
person who is the subject of
such a petition needs legal
counsel.

“Those cases sometimes
can be pretty time-intensive,”
Preston said. “That person
needs counsel, but that could
be met by a local attorney
who’s paid on a per-case basis.”

The department is also
advocating for creating a
“circuit advocate,” or public
defenders that serve a specific
judicial circuit that can
encompass cases in more than
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APPLICATIONS FOR:
e Campbellsville
Public Housing
e Section 8
Federally subsidized,
eligible applicants pay
30% of adjusted income

Housing Counseling
Available
For details call:

(270) 465-3576
or pickup application
packet at
400 Ingram Ave.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Bid Advertisement

The Taylor County Extension
District Board will be accept-
ing sealed bids for the crop-
land lease of 43.5 acres at
455 Reynolds Road, Camp-
bellsville, KY 42718. Specific-
ations can be emailed to bid-
ders by contacting the Exten-
sion Office at (270) 465-4511.
Bids will be taken January 22
through February 2. The
deadline for bids is 4:30 p.m.
on February 2. The bids will
be opened at a public District
Board meeting on February 3
at 12:00 p.m. at the Taylor
County Extension Office.

The Taylor County Extension
District Board reserves the
right to reject any and all bids.
The best bid will be accepted.
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CALL TO PLACE YOUR AD IN PRINT AND ONLINE IN KENTUCKY
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FARM

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for
your service, call now for a free
quote and see how much you
can save! 1-877-548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-855-633-4574

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#625

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!

Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located 2
mile from 1-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-877-581-3053
today!

Sav
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Give them SHELTER:

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.

HOME BREAK-INS take less

than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

Inflation is at 40 year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Give them LOVE.

Give them a CHANCE FOR
HAPPINESS.

ADOPT/ A|SHELTER!PET

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator.lt’s a power
move.

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off install-
ation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268
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SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-866-348-
8793

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-440-0399

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature trav-
elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, bag-
gage handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For
a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

FARM

Logan/Simpson County area-
First generation farmer look-
ing to grow operation. No min-
imum acreage, looking to rent
ground. Contact Justin Hol-

brook 270-746-3780.

WADDY, KY- Grass Hay
Round Bales 5x6, net
wrapped, kept inside, Pea
Ridge Rd., Waddy area. $60
per roll. 502-738-5493

CYNTHIANA-
POLLED HEREFORD
BULLS,
Clifford Farms,
(859) 421-7902.

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR
RENT

Shelbyville, KY

2 BEDROOM CONDO
2 1/2 baths, garage, fireplace,
stainless appliances.
Brassfield Estates
$1,200/month | No Pets.
859-481-1333

RADCLIFF-

1 Bedroom Apartments,
Efficiency Apartments, RV
Parking Spot For Rent.
Deposits Required
270-351-5838
270-390-5185

(0)y{0[0] REAL ESTATE FOR
SALE

Two Cemetery Plots For Sale
in Elizabethtown, KY
Memorial Gardens
on Leitchfield Rd
Suitable for flat markers
Section 5 108A 3 & 4
Asking 2200 for both
Will not sell separate
270-307-2602 Beverly Amos

SMART

The smart buyer
shops the

Classified first!




