
for the Stillhouse water storage tank 
project, which supersedes the agree-
ment between the fi rm and the city 
that was passed in August 2023.

Now that the Stillhouse water 
storage tank project is fully fund-
ed by USACE and state matching 
funds, the council voted unani-
mously to approve the agreement.

In other actions, Elkhorn City 
Mayor Nathan Bryant announced 
the city has formally been notifi ed 
that money for debt reduction relief 
has been awarded and the money 
can come in at any time.

“This has been a long time com-
ing,” Bryant said. “We’ve been pa-
tiently waiting for this money, and 
it’s now been offi  cially approved.”

Bryant said that when the city 

receives the money, an announce-
ment will be made to inform the 
public.

“We want to be transparent, 
and this is a major amount of money 
that will be used to pay down debts 
the city has,” Bryant said. “Nothing 
moves very quickly when dealing 
with large amounts of money, but 
as soon as this comes in, the public 
will know.

“I really want to thank Moun-
tain Water District, Kentucky Pow-
er and others who have worked with 
us since I became mayor,” he con-
tinued. “We’ve kept in contact with 
these folks and they saw we were 
working diligently in getting the 
city on good fi nancial footing. They 
worked with us and we appreciate 
that.”

The council also voted unani-

mously to apply for additional fund-
ing through the Kentucky WWaters 
assistance program, which is ad-
ministered through the Kentucky 
Infrastructure Authority.

“This is just another example 
of the city trying to alleviate itself 
of fi nancial burden,” Bryant said. 
“And I want to remind the pub-
lic that we post the city’s fi nancial 
bank statements on the bulletin 
board each month in the lobby of 
city hall so anyone can come and 
see what money the city has and 
where the city is spending money 
and that will continue to be the pol-
icy as we continue to be transparent 
to our residents.”

The next regular scheduled 
meeting of the council is set for 7 
p.m. on Oct. 13 at Elkhorn City 
Hall.

WATER
Continued from Page 1A

a $22.8 million begin-
ning balance,” he told the 
board. “We’re projecting 
receipts for the year of 
$82.2 million for the fi s-
cal year 2027, bringing 
the total budget to $105 
million.”

The district’s prima-
ry receipts come from 
state sources, including 
SEEK funding, McCoy 
explained. Those receipts 
are expected to be $59.3 
million or 72.1 percent of 
the revenue stream. Local 
sources are expected to 
bring in another 24.4 per-
cent or $20.06 million.

McCoy added that 
the contingency fund is 
around $13.7 million, 
“which is actually a little 
bit better than what we 

had last year.”
Projected expenses, 

according to McCoy, are 
estimated at $91.2 mil-
lion, higher than the pro-
jected receipts. However, 
the strong beginning bal-
ance will cover that defi -
cit, keeping the budget 
strong.

Along with the bud-
get, the BOE approved 
another fi nancial matter 
and set the fi scal year 
2027 property tax rate. 
The BOE has often ex-
pressed its aversion to 
raising taxes and, over the 
past few years, has even 
reduced tax rates. 

While the tax rate 
will not go down again 
this year, it will not in-
crease, as the board voted 
to keep the same rate as 
last year — 82.8 cents per 
$100 of assessed value.

BOE
Continued from Page 1A
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A Pike County grand jury 
returned eight true bills on 
Sept. 8, indicting 10 people.

Those indicted include:
• Andrew Albin, Wedding-

ton Branch Road, Pikeville; 
possession of a fi rearm by a 
convicted felon (two counts), 
fi rst-degree criminal mischief 
and fi rst-degree criminal tres-

passing.
• David Collins, Riverfront 

Road, Belfry; theft, fi rst-degree 
criminal mischief and third-de-
gree criminal mischief.

• Blake Daugherty, Phillips 
Branch, Jamboree; second-de-
gree fl eeing or evading police 
and traffi  c violations.

• Miguel Angel Hernandez, 
address unavailable; fi rst-degree 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, DUI and a traffi  c viola-

tion.
• Adam Little and Jennifer 

Little, both of Jackson Branch 
Road, Elkhorn City; fi rst-de-
gree traffi  cking in a controlled 
substance (two counts), fi rst-de-
gree traffi  cking in a controlled 
substance (while in possession 
of a fi rearm) and fi rst-degree 
aggravated traffi  cking in a con-
trolled substance (while in pos-
session of a fi rearm).

• Arnett Randall Mullins, 

Thorpe Road, Jackson; fi rst-de-
gree traffi  cking in a controlled 
substance, third-degree posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, possession of marijuana, 
DUI, and fi rst-degree persistent 
felony off ender.

• Estil Tackett and Melis-
sa A. Lawson, both of Ky. 979, 
Harold; second-degree criminal 
trespassing and theft.

• Tommyt Curtis Wolford, 

Ratliff  Creek Road, Pikeville; 

fi rst-degree traffi  cking in a con-

trolled substance.

Editor’s note: An indictment 

is not an assertion of guilt; it is 

a fi nding by a grand jury that 

there exists enough evidence to 

formally charge an individual 

with a crime. All individuals 

listed are considered innocent 

until proven guilty.

Pike grand jury indicts 10

Sheriff’s Offi ce begins 
camping enforcement

By Heather Duty 
Appalachian Newspa-

pers

W I L L I A M S O N , 
W.Va. — The Mingo Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department 
said it has spent the past 
four weeks off ering hous-
ing, rehabilitation, food 
and medical assistance to 
people living outdoors in 

Williamson but will now 
begin shifting its focus 
to enforcing the city’s an-
ti-camping ordinance.

In a Sept. 2 social me-
dia statement, the depart-
ment said deputies have 
been working with the 
county Quick Response 

See CAMPING, Page 15A


